Examiners’ Report
June 2013
GCE Religious Studies 6RS01 01

Edexcel and BTEC Qualifications
Edexcel and BTEC qualifications come from Pearson, the UK’s largest awarding body. We
provide a wide range of qualifications including academic, vocational, occupational and
specific programmes for employers. For further information visit our qualifications websites
at www.edexcel.com or www.btec.co.uk.
Alternatively, you can get in touch with us using the details on our contact us page at
www.edexcel.com/contactus.

Giving you insight to inform next steps
ResultsPlus is Pearson’s free online service giving instant and detailed analysis of your
students’ exam results.
•
•
•

See students’ scores for every exam question.
Understand how your students’ performance compares with class and national averages.
Identify potential topics, skills and types of question where students may need to
develop their learning further.

For more information on ResultsPlus, or to log in, visit www.edexcel.com/resultsplus.
Your exams officer will be able to set up your ResultsPlus account in minutes via Edexcel Online.

Pearson: helping people progress, everywhere
Pearson aspires to be the world’s leading learning company. Our aim is to help everyone
progress in their lives through education. We believe in every kind of learning, for all kinds
of people, wherever they are in the world. We’ve been involved in education for over 150
years, and by working across 70 countries, in 100 languages, we have built an international
reputation for our commitment to high standards and raising achievement through
innovation in education. Find out more about how we can help you and your students at:
www.pearson.com/uk.
June 2013
Publications Code US036756
All the material in this publication is copyright
© Pearson Education Ltd 2013

2

GCE Religious Studies 6RS01 01

Introduction
This unit assesses candidates’ ability over two Assessment Objectives:
AO1 Select and demonstrate relevant knowledge and understanding through the use of
evidence, examples and correct language and terminology appropriate to the course of
study (21 marks per question).
AO2 Critically evaluate and justify a point of view through the use of evidence and reasoned
argument (9 marks per question).
The most popular sections remain Philosophy of Religion and Ethics with the next popular
being New Testament. During this examination period more candidates answered two
Philosophy of Religion questions and one Ethics question making this the most popular
combination.
Successful candidates managed their time carefully and used a range of scholarship in their
answers. There is much commendable work in this area and candidates are demonstrating
a good knowledge of more modern scholarship in their work alongside the staples. The
more able candidates paid clear attention to the demands and wording of the question and
followed the suggested division of the answer – i.e. answering (i) and (ii) separately and in
a manner that reflected the weight of marks available for each part. Less able candidates
gave general responses to a topic rather than addressing the particular question set.
This year very many candidates did not use the answer booklet successfully. It is important
that centres give guidance to their candidates on how to do this so as not to disadvantage
them in any way. Great care is taken to ensure candidate’s work is marked wherever it
appears on the paper although this process is much lengthier when candidates answer
one question in a variety of sections of the booklet, or indeed answer two or three of their
questions in a section reserved for one. Please refer to guidance on the front of the Answer
booklet.

GCE Religious Studies 6RS01 01

3

Question 1
Philosophy of Religion
Question 1(a)
The design argument question was an extremely popular question. Many candidates showed
a good breadth of understanding of the topic and the more able focused on the issue of
‘strengths’ as directed by the question. Many of less able candidates did not focus on this
element of the question sufficiently and there was still a tendency to present a ‘shopping
list’ of content with little development or focus. This indicates candidates still tend to reply
on pre-prepared material and are at times unable to re-focus this material around the
demands of the particular question set. In the better answers a range of scholars are now
being used which is encouraging and the knowledge, understanding and detail displayed
was often impressive. Part (ii) answers were often sound and the better responses came to
a balanced assessment of ‘totally fails to prove’ including some good analysis of different
scholarly views.
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Examiner Comments

This is an example of a script that scored in the bottom of Level 4 for AO1 and AO2.
It has a good range of material and supporting evidence is presented clearly. It has a
clear and concise delivery that allows the candidate to cover a good range of material
in the time available. The last section refers to the question and summarises the
material presented. It could be improved with a greater depth of material.

Examiner Tip

Try to include detail to support your points
as well as covering a range of material.
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Examiner Comments

This script scored level 4 for AO1 and AO2. It has a good
range of material and pleasing depth of response. It deploys
its material on strengths and weaknesses carefully in (ii)
and applies it to the wording of the question about being a
‘compelling argument’. This section is the introduction to (ii).

Examiner Tip

Focus on the question.
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Examiner Comments

This script was awarded mid-range L3 for AO1. It has a clear
presentation of the Three Ways but does not develop these in
relation to key concepts. The answer could have referred to
other forms of the argument or developed the key concepts
more fully here to improve the marks.
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Examiner Comments

This answer scored 18 for AO1
and has a good level of detail.
It would have been improved by
referring directly to the thrust of
the question about ‘strengths’
throughout the response.
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Examiner Tip

Don’t forget to refer to the wording
of the question in your essay.

Question 1
Questions 1(b)
This was a less popular question but did elicit some good responses. Many answers did
contain more philosophical sophistication and focus on the question in this topic. The more
able candidates dealt with ‘fundamental concepts’ clearly whilst the less able simply
cantered through Aquinas’ three ways with little analysis. Few candidates dealt in any depth
with the notion of infinite regress but some did use Leibniz to good effect. In part (ii) less
able candidates tended to get personal about whether the argument was compelling for
them without much attention to scholars’ views. The good answers displayed a range of
knowledge and skills. Detailed discussions of issues raised by physics (quantum physics,
Heisenberg), by maths (Kantor on infinity) and of course, Hawking (‘finite but unbounded’)
are a tribute to some excellent teaching and well-prepared candidates.
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Question 2
Question 2(a)
This was an extremely popular topic again and there were some outstanding responses.
The problem of suffering was generally well-discussed but less able candidates did not
include this much at all. Some gave a variety of challenges the problem raises but more
able candidates used the material carefully to draw out the main issues rather than
presenting a wealth of information to little effect. Most candidates focused on Augustine
and Irenaeus, although there was much good material on Process theodicy presented.
Less able candidates were confused over chronology and scholars and some only gave a
superficial summary of each theodicy without referring to key characteristics. They become
too descriptive of these theories. More able candidates were able give significant detail
and analysis of the thrust of the theories and their shortcomings. In part (ii) more able
candidates addressed the issue of what a ‘successful solution’ means. Less able candidates
simply presented weaknesses of a chosen theodicy with little reference to the question.
Although there was much very good material in this question there are still a large
proportion of formulaic responses which tend to leave candidates with generalised
summaries and little ability to tailor these to the demands of the question.

Question 2
Question 2(b)
This was not as popular as 2(a) and some responses were lacking in depth and became
too narrative but overall it seems answers are on an upward, improvement curve.
Candidates are better informed; show a better use of technical vocabulary and an
awareness of the problems inherent in the different definitions of miracle. More able
candidates were able to examine Hume’s critique and discuss how definitions of miracles
can cause problems in believing in miracles. They were also able to discuss the Principles
of Testimony and Credulity clearly. Less able candidates tended to ‘get confessional’ or
descriptive. These answers tended to give a list of views without threading them into an
argument to address the question. The best answers gave a to-and-fro of scholars’ views
to advance their argument. In part (ii) less able candidates became confused or repetitive
because they had used all their material on ‘weaknesses’ in (i). The best answers evaluated
the views they had explained in (i).

10

GCE Religious Studies 6RS01 01

GCE Religious Studies 6RS01 01

11

Examiner Comments

This answer was clear and well organised deploying good detail in a clear structure that focused
on the demands of the question well. You can see from the introduction that the candidate is
approaching the task set. This essay went on to score 21 for AO1 maintaining its clear focus on
the question throughout with a good range of scholarship. This shows the first half of part (i).
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Examiner Comments

This was an excellent answer and an example of a script that earned full marks.
The candidate presented a full account of the problem and two theodicies with
good terminology and detail. This section is from the middle of AO1 and deals
with the Irenaean theodicy. The candidate presents detailed information but also
focuses on the terms of the question regarding ‘key characteristics.’

14
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Examiner Comments

In part (ii) the candidate weighs up the
strengths and weaknesses of the theodicies
considering who they may appeal to and
concludes neatly at the end. The answer is
focused on the question from the outset.

Examiner Tip

A clear structure to your answer is very important.

Question 2

Examiner Comments

This AO2 section illustrates where a candidate has run out of steam, there is little new material and
instead a series of simple questions rather than engaging with the question in detail, evaluating
whether it is a mistake to believe in miracles or not. This answer only reached Level 2 for AO2.
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Examiner Tip

Make sure you save enough time and material, to tackle both parts
of the question fully. Avoid listing or repeating material from i).

Question 3
Ethics
Question 3(a)
Utilitarianism was an extremely popular topic and produced many excellent answers. Lots
of candidates were able to contextualise the theory and relate this to the question. There
was much good material on Bentham and Mill and a good deal of well-presented coverage of
more modern responses, including Singer, Hare, Pooper and Moore. Less able candidates did
not draw out the ‘important features’ as required by the question and there was confusion
in some answers over dates and relationships between Bentham and Mill. In part (ii) there
were a number of candidates who did not fully grasp the necessity of commenting on the
view that the weakness outweighed the strengths and instead provided the strengths and
weaknesses in list form without evaluating or prioritizing. More able candidates focused on
the thrust of the question directly and presented a balanced and scholarly response giving
clear and well thought out answers.
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Examiner Comments

This script was awarded Level 4 for AO1 and AO2. It gives a full account of the
features of utilitarianism and covers a good range of material. This introduction
sets the context well for the rest of the essay. This is the first half of the answer.

Examiner Tip

A context is useful as long as it does not distract you from directly addressing the question.

Examiner Comments

AO2 was similarly high scoring and reached mid Level 4. This
final section shows how the material has been evaluated around
the demands of the question and a clear conclusion reached.
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Question 3
Question 3(b)
Situation Ethics saw fewer responses than Utilitarianism and there was a range of material
presented. Many of the candidates were able to give an account of the conception
of Situation Ethics and the effect of the culture in the 1960s that led to it becoming
popular. Less able candidates presented the discussion of the strengths and weaknesses in a
fairly rudimentary manner and there were a number of candidates who did not address the
question and instead provided the features as opposed to the strengths and weaknesses of
Situation Ethics. In many answers there was a lack of work on ideas, such as Personalism
and Positivism although this did appear to be very well covered by some candidates. In part
(ii) the teaching of Jesus, as well as Old Testament passages was successfully deployed and
many answers presented an argument that if Situation Ethics was to be effective, its secular
qualities had to be acknowledged alongside its religious roots. Less able candidates tended
to stay at the “love one another” level of response.

20
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Examiner Comments

This answer scored high Level 3 for AO1 and AO2. It is an example of a clear and solid
response to the question that covers a fair range of material. It has a clear structure
which helps the candidate retain focus on the question. It could be improved by further
depth or scholarship. Here are some extracts from the AO1 section.  
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Examiner Comments

Here is an extract from a much fuller AO1 approach. This
illustrates the depth of material worthy of a high Level
4 mark in AO1. Material is supported by evidence and
example and a focus is retained on the issue of strengths
and weaknesses throughout, in an integrated fashion.

Question 4
Question 4(a)
The Just War question was also extremely popular and the best answers didn't spend too
long going through the minutia of the theory, but used it instead to answer the question.
This question provided good answers on Just War theories in general but often they were
not related to the question. Many focused on listing the justifications for going to war,
while others made good attempts to illustrate points with examples. In part (ii) regarding
the relationship between religious beliefs and war many were able to give well-argued and
balanced answers. Some sought to show that the ideal of peace and of action can both
be seen by different parts of Jesus’ life; many focused on the tension between the Ten
Commandments, love thy neighbour and the idea of taking life in war. A significant number
of candidates were able to bring in the teaching and actions of other faiths (Buddhism)
and people such as Gandhi. Some candidates answered the question by listing the differing
types of pacifism that there are and linking this to particular religions and faiths. Weaker
responses simply listed types of pacifism with no reference to the question.

24
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Examiner Tip

Examiner Comments

This answer scored high Level 4 marks in AO1 and the
top of Level 3 in AO2. Part (i) has good detail on the
conditions of the Just War Theory in its opening phase
and applies it to the key point of the question in the
second section of part (i). There is a good consideration
of both sides of the debate. Here is the whole of A01.

Present your detailed knowledge but
also apply it to the issue set, a variety of
approaches are possible here.

Examiner Comments

The AO2 response included material on religious views in the form of a variety of
pacifist stances and also a good section on religious principles included here.
This section scored top Level 3 but needed more direct evaluation to reach into Level 4.
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Question 4
Question 4(b)
Many candidates seemed to run out of time when answering this question as it is often their
final question and many resorted to bullet points. Most gave much fuller answers on one
of the two dilemmas. The most popular dilemmas selected were homosexuality and sexoutside/before marriage. As regards homosexuality most mentioned the quote from the
book of Leviticus and many stuck to the teaching of the Catholic Church. In a small number
of fuller answers the teaching and belief of other Christian Churches and other faiths were
referred to. Many good answers were made though, with reference to liberal, conservative
and Muslim attitudes to dilemmas in sexual ethics. There was good use made of biblical
material and the work of Reverend Jeffrey John and Jack Dominian and on homosexuality
and sex outside marriage. In part (ii) in a significant number of cases the candidates saw
this part of the question as being about the teachings of different organisations and not
about the individual and their freedom. Many did bring in the problems and situations that
are implied in the question though, such as one’s place in a society or group if dealing with
these issues in which your views go against the norm.
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Examiner Comments

This section of a part (i) answer comes from a script that scored Level
4 for AO1. It is clearly structured with good detail throughout. It goes
on to tackle a second dilemma in sexual ethics in the same manner.
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Examiner Comments

This second extract shows that the candidate was not able to
maintain this standard in part (ii) presenting a fairly brief attempt
at evaluating the issue without much supporting material.

Examiner Tip

Balance the time you spend on each part of the question carefully.
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Question 5
Buddhism
For the Buddhism section exemplars will be provided together with comments for a selection
of questions, focusing on those most popular.
Question 5(a)
Most responses focused on the context prior to the time of Buddha but also included
material from the time of Buddha to extend the answer. There was some confusion over the
relationship between early Buddhism and Jainism. In part (ii) most candidates were able to
identify how Buddha had responded to his context – more able candidates focused on the
question of ‘distinctive reaction’ but many did not comment on or evaluate these reactions.
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Examiner Comments

This script scored mid Level 4 for AO1 and AO2. There is a good level of
detail and clear focus on the question. The candidate sets out a helpful
context in the introduction and then tackles the question head on.

Examiner Comments

This extract from part (ii) shows a thorough level of detail in AO2 and
also a focus on the demands of the question. This is safely in Level 4.
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Question 5
Question 5(b)
Candidates struggled to relate material about Gautama’s enlightenment to its importance
in his life. Most were able to describe the ‘watches of the night’, the encounters with Mara
and the insights into the dharma in varying amounts of depth. A lot of candidates retold
Gautama’s life story mentioning the enlightenment but not as the central focus of the
answer. In part (ii), the answers identified that Gautama’s enlightenment was an inspiration
for other Buddhists to achieve this goal. Again there was little evaluation/argument about
this in terms of the requirement to ‘comment on’. Those who did comment on it explained
the Theravada view of Gautama and his enlightenment.

Question 6
Question 6(a)
All Three Refuges were examined, often with more emphasis on the Sangha including the
interrelationships of the 4-fold Sangha. In part (ii) more able candidates grappled with what
could count as the essence of Buddhism but most answers were quite repetitive of material
used in part (i). Often answers argued about which refuge is more important rather than
referring to the wording of the question.

Question 6
Question 6(b)
A good range of purposes were identified overall but some candidates struggled to
adapt material about types of meditation to the question’s focus on purposes. More
able candidates identified spiritual development, moral progress, insight into dharma, as
well as mundane purposes. In part (ii) candidates mainly identified practical challenges of
meditation.
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Examiner Comments

This example scored mid Level 4 for AO1 and low Level 3 for AO2. It has a clear
and focused introduction and then begins to tackle the forms of meditation.

34

GCE Religious Studies 6RS01 01

Examiner Comments

Although AO2 began well the candidate was not able to sustain the
standard of AO1 throughout this section and thus only reached Level 3.

Examiner Tip

Try to maintain your depth of comment from AO1 into AO2 as well.
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Question 7
Christianity
This section saw a relatively small entry but there was a good range of responses.
For the Christianity section exemplars will be provided together with comments for a
selection of questions, focusing on those most popular.
Question 7(a)
Few candidates opted for this question but those who did had a good range of knowledge
and scholarship with which to address the question. Calvin was particularly well-marshalled
by many candidates with a good range of scholarship and clear structure. Most candidates
using this material had a structure that allowed them to refer to the question but there was
not much room for individual response within this, material had been thoroughly prepared
and well-produced though and candidates were able to score well where appropriate. In part
(ii) the best answers tackled ideas about how to live a Christian life and view salvation with
reference to a number of scholars.
Question 7(b)
This was a popular question on this section and many candidates opted to discuss the Arian
controversy. This was done with varying degrees of success. Less able candidates were
confused in terms of key figures, terminology and issues but more able candidates had a
clear understanding of the terms and concepts at stake. Many good responses included
detailed reference to scholarship and came to a clear conclusion about the significance of
these issues for Christians. Other areas of response included the work of Bonhoeffer, which
was at times almost exclusively biographical with little focus on the life and work of Jesus,
Liberation theology which saw some candidates make good links to the life and work of
Jesus and a few responses on Black Theology which was largely handled well.
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Examiner Comments

This extract from a piece on Bonhoeffer shows how the candidate
presents detailed information with a focus on the question and an
awareness of the importance of the context.

Examiner Tip

Use the context of your material to highlight themes but
focus on the question clearly to avoid writing a biography.
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Question 8
Question 8(a)
There was a good range of material in these answers. Less able candidates re-told elements
of the Genesis creation story and more able candidates dealt with complex themes of
the types of creation and the implications for the nature of God in these views. Notions
from Plato, Biblical material and discussions in the Early Church were well-used and the
issues arising from this dealt with well by most candidates. There was a good deal of clear
explanation of emanation, construction and artistic expression in some answers, although
some merely described these terms with little further discussion. Part (ii) was largely done
well with good discussion on the advancement of science, evolution and the importance, or
not, of religion in the modern world.
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Examiner Comments

This extract is from part of an answer that earned Level 4 for part (i). It dealt
with a number of models of Creator and was clear and thorough in its approach.
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Examiner Comments

This extract from part (ii) shows a candidate presenting modern
discussions on creation and reaching a balanced conclusion.
This answer demonstrates part of a Level 3 response in AO2.

Question 8
Question 8(b)
Responses to this question saw some detailed knowledge and understanding of baptism in
two Christian Churches but also some very simplistic descriptions of the practice of baptism
with little discussion of the teaching involved; for example in relation to salvation and the
efficacy of baptism. In part (ii) many candidates listed their description again but had little
more to add in terms of the practice demonstrating the teachings of that Church.
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Question 9
Hinduism
For the Hinduism section exemplars will be provided together with comments for a selection
of questions, focusing on those most popular.
Candidates produced some high quality work in this section. Many made effective use of
scholars, such as Basham, Bahree, Flood, Hinnells and Sharpe, Jamieson, Kanitkar and
Zaehner. Some referred to relevant Hindu scriptures.
Question 9(a)
The question contained the option that candidates could include the Indus Valley culture
and most candidates focused on this culture. A few candidates incorporated material on
the Vedic period and this was entirely relevant. More able candidates used their material
to focus on distinctive features, including the ability to identify those which were most
important. Some less able candidates used too much descriptive material at the expense of
analysis.
Part (ii) sometimes contained more material than that presented in part (i) and candidates
need to be aware of the implications of the mark distribution of (i) 21 and (i) 9. There was
some very good material in this AO2 section including good debate and consideration of
alternative views.
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Examiner Comments

This script was awarded top of Level 4 for AO1, there is a wealth of
material that the candidate has presented clearly and with a good
structure. A good deal of material has been covered in the time available.

Question 9(b)
This was not as popular as 9(a). Candidates presented well-structured answers based
around the three selected beliefs. Candidates made good use of some Vedic sources and
created full and detailed answers. They were proficient in their use of technical terms. Part
(ii) contained good quality answers, sometimes considering alternative stances.
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Examiner Comments

These extracts come from a script that was in Level 4
for AO1 and AO2. It has a good level of detail, focus
and scholarship. The candidate marshalls their material
well and maintains a good balance across (i) and (ii).

Question 10
Question 10(a)
Candidates who answer questions on yoga tend to be very well informed across a range
of relevant material. Some presented a fine breadth of types of yoga with appropriate
detail and excellent use of terms. There were a number of thoughtful answers to part (ii),
including those who debated the notion of importance as used in this context.
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Examiner Comments

This is another example of a Level 4 answer. There is a clear context and
then a series of forms of yoga are presented with a good level of detail.
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Question 10
Question 10(b)
Candidates presented ample relevant detail and were well informed across a range of
related topics. Candidates were successful in balancing the various demands in this question
including beliefs and practices associated with Rama and Shiva. Part (ii) contained good
quality discussions, noting the importance of the period of Hinduism under consideration
and alternative points of view.   

Question 11
Islam
For the Islam section exemplars will be provided together with comments for a selection of
questions, focusing on those most popular.
Question 11(a)
It was good to see that many candidates used a pleasing range of sources from scholars,
such as Armstrong, Guillame, Mawdudi, Rippon, Shabban, Turner and Watton. Those gaining
marks in the higher levels demonstrated clear knowledge of the religious features prior to
the time of Muhammad and examined these methodically, making good use of their sources.
However, whilst there was more evidence of scholars being quoted this session, sometimes
less able candidates did not follow these up with comment and some did not make any
reference at all. Less able candidates wrote brief, descriptive details of Pre-Islamic Arabia
without sufficient examination of these, though it was good to see that most focused on
‘religious’ features rather than giving a generalised picture that was not required. In part
(ii) more able candidates grappled with thrust of the question about how successful he was
and the reasons for this. Some analysed how far he reformed and how far he revolutionised
change with the Ka’ba for example. Less able candidates often wrote short answers that
were generalised and vague.
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Examiner Tip

Examiner Comments

This script shows a clear introduction drawing
out religious features and then going into more
detail on one area before moving on to a wider
consideration of religious features. It scored mid
Level 4 for AO1.
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Tip
By all means give an overview and
then focus on a few key areas.

Question 11
Question 11(b)
This was not as popular question and most answers were largely descriptive. A few selected
relevant incidents and drew out how they evidenced Muhammad’s qualities to varying
degrees: the camel incident and the wars being the prime examples here. A few mentioned
the constitution. Less able candidates listed a few personal traditional qualities, such as alSadiq, al-Amin. Slightly better ones showed their origin in some incidents in the Prophet’s
life. More able candidates used the qualities to build a case along the lines of Muslim
tradition arguing that his status as a perfect sinless man, worthy of imitation and of this
being a corner stone to his role as leader. Also that someone who is worthy of imitation
may win the hearts, minds and respect of the ummah and as such is worthy of leadership/
statesmanship. There was a broad spectrum of response in part (ii) and many grasped
the nuance of the question to varying degrees although few really sharply honed in on the
religious issue.

Question 12
Question 12(a)
Answers here tended to be simplistic and repetitive with many candidates referring to the
idea that the pillars underpin the ummah as all Muslims perform the same acts. Better
responses did try to demonstrate how that happens in the pillars. Part (ii) was discussed
reasonably well. Some responses only presented one-side of the argument but others
evaluated both sides of the statement and came to a conclusion.
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Examiner Comments

This shows a nice approach to the topic, the answer goes on to a systematic
analysis of the Five Pillars and how they underpin umma and thus reached
Level 4 for AO1. Here are a few sections to demonstrate this.

Examiner Comments

This extract from a part (ii) answer shows a candidate clearly focusing
on the demands of the question and drawing on modern exemplars to
evaluate the position given. This answer reached Level 4 for AO2.
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Question 12
Question 12(b)
This question also saw largely descriptive responses. The less able candidates gave generic
answers that could largely be true of any of the monotheistic faiths. Most did give enough
detail to make it clear they were discussing Islam with more able candidates including a few
quotes or reference to the Qur’an or select use of Hadith, although there was little analysis
presented. In part (ii) few responses really tackled the question. Lower end responses were
a little generic and weren’t specifically Islamic. These were along the lines of avoiding hell
by shunning evil, obtaining heaven by doing good whilst many also missed the idea of faith.
Better responses drew out the implications a little, such as the Day of Judgment gives a
sense of urgency since we don't know when it will be. Some more able candidates illustrated
this with a specifically Islamic Hadith, such as the tale of the Prophet’s thumb and index
finger. Some argued the most important moral implication was to be religious namely the
importance of not committing shirk.

Question 13
There were very few responses to the questions in the Judaism and Sikhism sections.
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Question 17
New Testament
Exemplars are selected from Luke and John's gospels across the questions.
Question 17(a)
In both the question on wealth and poverty from Luke’s Gospel and the ‘I am’ saying from
John, candidates gaining the higher levels wrote precise answers that focused closely on the
particular question. These candidates reflected the views of a range of appropriate scholars
and showed a good knowledge of both related Old Testament background and religious
language as well as a good knowledge of the text. Hence these answers were well-crafted,
informed and had depth.
Those candidates not achieving the higher levels sometimes lacked textual accuracy and
were muddled. Candidates would do well to study the immediate impact of each sign or
'I am' declaration or key Lucan teaching on wealth and poverty. Some candidates lacked
background knowledge and either simply used terms such as Replacement theology or high
Christology without explaining them or did not make any reference to these at all.
In part (ii) those gaining the higher levels closely applied their answers and fully responded
to the question giving a scholarly approach whereas less able candidates often wrote a
brief general, descriptive answer that either referred to the particular teachings or gave a
personal view or evangelical tract.

Question 17
Question 17(b)
The question relating to John’s Gospel was answered successfully by a number of candidates
who demonstrated a good knowledge of the text, its significance and the views of scholars.
It must be noted nonetheless that few candidates made reference to the disciples believing
and the glorification of Jesus.
Whilst there were answers relating to the healing of the bleeding woman and raising
of Jairus’ daughter gaining the higher levels, others were sometimes brief concerning
the significance of these people and their situation and lacked convincing explanation
concerning what they revealed about Jesus’ ministry.
For part (ii) those achieving the higher levels wrote structured and full answers that
demonstrated a clear understanding of the controversy surrounding Jesus’ miracles. Most
candidates were able to identify some reasons for controversy though less able candidates
simply listed these rather than giving reasons for the actual controversy.
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Examiner Comments

This extract is from an answer on John’s gospel and deals with the ‘I am’ sayings. This
answer also reached Level 4 and is a good example of a range of detailed material
being presented in a clear structure, dealing carefully with the symbolism involved.

56

GCE Religious Studies 6RS01 01

GCE Religious Studies 6RS01 01

57

Examiner Comments

This extract from (i) shows a neat introduction to the passages from Luke and
what they reveal about Jesus followed by detailed knowledge and good use of
scholarship. The candidate maintains this throughout part (i) and reached Level 4.
Part (ii) saw a systematic analysis of the controversy produced by Jesus’ actions
and a clear conclusion. This part of the answer reached Level 4 as well. The first
and final paragraphs of (ii) are selected above.

Examiner Tip

Keeping a clear structure helps maintain focus on the issues.
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Question 18
Question 18(a)
Those achieving marks in the higher levels in the questions on prayer and praise in Luke
and the important elements of Jesus’ meetings with women focused well on the actual
question, had a good knowledge and understanding of the particular text and related texts,
as well as different views from scholars.
Other candidates sometimes merely referred to the topics without examining them and
some wrote descriptive answers without any critical content. It is worth noting that
candidates should be careful of making personal valued judgements concerning women
as ‘second - class citizens’ when discussing Jesus’ conversations with women in the four
gospels. It is possible to comment on the contrast between the attitude of Jesus and the
religious authorities using evidence rather than personal views.
For part (ii) again, those achieving the higher levels applied their answers to the question
and drew out the implications of the emphasis of Luke and John on these topics.
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Examiner Comments

This essay on women in John gets straight to the point. It is confident in its use of
the text and scholarship and sets the reader out on a clear path. This is maintained
throughout the essay and reaches Level 4 for AO1. These extracts demonstrate the
confidence the candidate has with the material. The first part of AO2 in (ii) also shows
this confidence and use of scholarship. This answer reached Level 4 for AO2 as well.

Examiner Tip

Tell the reader where you are going by getting to the point early on, a summary can
work well for this. A clear direction helps structure your essay and lead to a conclusion.

Question 18
Question 18(b)
Candidates achieving the higher levels in part (i) knew their material well and structured
their answers carefully, balancing teaching on the subject of discipleship with evidence
through examples. These answers reflected good academic analysis rather than the
descriptive and often brief approach of those achieving the lower levels.
In part (ii) only more able candidates were able to distinguish between pneuma and
Paraclete when writing about the Holy Spirit in John. These candidates produced full,
thoughtful and structured answers whereas other candidates produced very brief answers
with either general reference to the Holy Spirit or the Holy Spirit at Pentecost.
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Examiner Comments

This question on discipleship in John’s gospel has a
good range of textual material and scholarship to
support the points presented. It is a clear and wellstructured response and as such reaches into Level
4. It includes ideas of learning from Jesus, being
spiritually reborn, bearing witness and doing so in the
face of persecution. Part (ii) has a clear theme that is
systematically supports and reaches just into Level 4.
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Examiner Tip

Have a checklist in your mind of the
key themes for a topic and then deploy
them around the question.

Paper Summary
Based on their performance on this paper, candidates should:
•

try to manage their time carefully in the exam

•

use the answer booklet correctly, one complete answer comprising of (i) and (ii) in each
of the three sections (p2, p10, p18)

•

support points made with examples

•

refer to the question directly and tailor information learnt to answer that particular
question

•

continue to develop a good range of scholarship in their answers.
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Grade Boundaries
Grade boundaries for this, and all other papers, can be found on the website on this link:
http://www.edexcel.com/iwantto/Pages/grade-boundaries.aspx
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