Examiners’ Report
June 2011
GCE Religious Studies 6RS01 01

Edexcel is one of the leading examining and awarding bodies in the UK and throughout
the world. We provide a wide range of qualifications including academic, vocational,
occupational and specific programmes for employers.
Through a network of UK and overseas offices, Edexcel’s centres receive the support they
need to help them deliver their education and training programmes to learners.
For further information, please call our GCE line on 0844 576 0025, our GCSE team on 0844
576 0027, or visit our website at www.edexcel.com.
If you have any subject specific questions about the content of this Examiners’ Report that
require the help of a subject specialist, you may find our Ask The Expert email service
helpful.
Ask The Expert can be accessed online at the following link:
http://www.edexcel.com/Aboutus/contact-us/

Get more from your exam results
…and now your mock results too!
ResultsPlus is Edexcel’s free online service giving instant and detailed analysis of your
students’ exam and mock performance, helping you to help them more effectively.

•
•
•

See your students’ scores for every exam question

•

Track progress against target grades and focus revision more effectively with NEW
Mock Analysis

Spot topics, skills and types of question where they need to improve their learning
Understand how your students’ performance compares with Edexcel national
averages

For more information on ResultsPlus, or to log in, visit www.edexcel.com/resultsplus.
To set up your ResultsPlus account, call 0844 576 0024
June 2011
Publications Code US028649
All the material in this publication is copyright
© Edexcel Ltd 2011

2

GCE Religious Studies 6RS01 01

Introduction
It is always a joy to see how many candidates know their material through consistent hard
work and commitment and are able to adapt it to the questions in such an attractive and
capable way. Teachers have generally taught and prepared their candidates well and they
have responded with some wonderful answers.

There were some candidates who preferred to answer the question they hoped would be
set, rather than the one that actually was set. There were a number who showed little
evidence of structuring their answers by way of paragraphs. This often showed a less
analytic way of thinking.
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Question 1 (a)
This was the most popular question and in general was well handled. Many showed good
knowledge of Aquinas and Paley and were able to use the idea of analogy to explain the
idea of how this related to the origin of the world and therefore the existence of God, but
many left the notion of evidence for the existence of God implicit. Good responses were able
to analyse the different forms of the argument and the ways each provided ‘evidence’ for
the existence of God.
AO2 required that the weaknesses of the argument show that the universe could yield a
totally natural explanation; so the objections had to be related to this question. However
quite a number of responses tended to focus on scientific evidence (Big Bang, Darwin and
Dawkins), to reject design without relating this to disbelief in God.
Some candidates were able to reflect on the value of the evidence which would lead them
to the conclusion that God was more probable than not. Some responses tended often to
give reasons for atheism or agnosticism without directly addressing the design argument as
such.

Examiner Comments

This candidate goes briefly through Aquinas and Paley's
arguments and the Anthropic and Aesthetic principles.
This reaches to the top of level 3 but more detailed
analysis would have brought it to the highest level.

Examiner Tip

Note that "examine the ways" does
not mean simply "describe."
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Question 1 (b)
Good responses were able to handle the various forms of the argument and deal with issues
like ‘necessary being’, infinite regress and the inductive form of the argument. There was
almost always mention of Aquinas, though effective analysis of the Three Ways was rare.
The Kalam version, Craig, Leibniz and Copleston also figured prominently.
Some responses gave potted versions of Aquinas or the Kalam without analysing the key
concepts. Many candidates did not explicitly consider whether the cosmological argument
has a trustworthy basis. Most candidates identified God as the source of motion, causal
sequences and contingent being, but sound responses also drew attention to the rejection of
‘infinite regression’ as a motivator for the explanation of trustworthy basis for belief.
A02 tended to be quite well written, although the term ‘proof’ was often considered in a
pedestrian manner. However many candidates demonstrated clear knowledge of terms like a
posteriori and inductive.

Examiner Comments

This candidate tries to explain what
Leibniz says rather than simply mention
the principle of sufficent reason.

Examiner Tip

Quotes by themselves do not demonstrate
that you have understood the philosopher.
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Question 2 (a)
Most candidates gave Augustine and Irenaeus as their two scholars though there were more
this year who used Process theories. Good responses had detail and depth of analysis and
tended to open with a brief exposition of the significance of the problem of evil together
with a succinct introduction to the theological response of theodicy, before diving into the
fray. Reference was made to Hick’s epistemic distance, but often candidates were unable to
explain what this actually meant. Again many omitted the possibility of salvation through
Jesus’ sacrifice as a key element in the Augustinian theodicy.
Some responses identified one or two aspects of their solutions but lacked analysis of key
concepts, indeed some did not address the issue of strengths at all.
AO2. Some candidates opted for the descriptive route dealing with each one separately and
did not show evidence of weighing up the two theodicies or setting them against each other
in a bid to prove one better than the other. The general conclusion reached was that neither
could offer a watertight solution to the problem of evil therefore both were intrinsically
flawed. Sound responses attempted to discuss the flaws, referring to scholarly comments
thus demonstrating interaction with the material.
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Examiner Comments

In the 1st clip the candidate does not simply
describe what Augustine says but analyses it.
In the 2nd clip in the evaluation the candidate
contasts the two theodices very neatly.
Both parts of this answer reached level 4
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Question 2 (b)
Sound responses were able to examine the different definitions of miracle and to highlight
the distinctive features of each and to relate their two philosophical reasons to the different
definitions. Some responses became confessional or descriptive without analysing their
concepts in relation to the question. The ‘two philosophical reasons for belief’ taxed the
candidates more than the definitions. Quite a number missed out altogether the reasons for
believing in miracles or failed to distinguish and identify ‘philosophical reasons for believing
in miracles’ from ‘definitions of miracles’.
AO2. Candidates discussed why miracles probably did not happen, eg coincidence. Some
explained Hume’s idea of miracles cancelling each other out. Some good responses
challenged the legitimacy of Hume’s criticisms, one nicely even arguing his definition to be
worthless since it defined into non-existence the thing they define.
Hume’s definition is the one that all candidates seem to know, but few seem to realize that
Hume was an atheist and was defining it thus to show it could never happen. Very few of
the candidates treat this definition as anything other than ‘gospel true’, it would be good to
see it analysed and challenged occasionally. Many candidates gave no philosophical reasons
for believing in miracles at all and limited their range of marks by not answering the whole
question.

Examiner Comments

The clip below is a very typical opening. The
candidate gives three short defintions followed
by some philosophical reasons. It is in level 3.

Examiner Tip

Ensure all parts of the question are answered.
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Question 3 (a)
There were some extremely good responses focussed on a range of material: the
Euthyphro dilemma, Divine Command Theory, Aquinas and Kant. Many candidates argued
that both positions could be argued from the basis of either the activity of theists or atheists
by referring to a range of scholars. There were some excellent philosophical analyses of
the various positions. However, many candidates gave general responses to the question
that lacked any clear indication that they knew how key thinkers related to the issues.
Some simply examined the strengths and weaknesses of the different relationships between
Religion and Morality.

AO2 Sound responses explained why certain solutions were helpful as opposed to not using
them.

Examiner Comments

Here the candidate says there are many reasons and
delineates two: that religion can cause immorality and that
non-religious people can act morally. This response reaches
to level 3. To reach the highest level more analysis and the
use of some scholars might have been expected.

Examiner Tip

Setting out your work clearly: firstly, secondly,
helps you to focus more carefully on the
question and ultimately gain more marks.
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Question 3 (b)
Utilitarianism The majority of candidates provided a reasonable outline of Bentham and
Mill, with many moving on to look at the contributions of Sidgwick, Moore, Hare and Singer.
There were some impressive explanations of the historical context, the development of the
theory from Bentham to Mill and some scholarly explanations of where the theory becomes
deontological. Sound responses managed to explore the crucial differences between the
different versions and the problems each was trying to overcome. Some responses are
making excellent comparisons to other ethical theories and showing how the theory fits in
historically.
Many candidates did not examine key ideas but simply launched into a prepared answer.

Examiner Comments

This is a clear answer that reaches to level 4. The
candidate not only uses technical terms but very
succinctly explains them as in the 1st clip below.
The AO2 comes to a clear conclusion after
weighing up alternatives as in the 2nd clip below.
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Examiner Tip

Make sure you show that you understand
technical terms by the way you use them.

Question 3 (b)
Situation ethics This was not as popular as Utilitarianism. Some candidates analysed the
key ideas carefully others simply wrote descriptively. Barclay was often used to discredit
the value of Situation Ethics and many candidates focused on the weaknesses of it being a
teleological theory and the difficulties in predicting outcomes. Other candidates gave a fuller
explanation of why the ethic has failed to survive the challenges.
Many candidates did not examine key ideas but simply launched into a prepared answer.

Examiner Comments

Sometimes candidates simply list the four working
principles. It is a difficult balance between going on
at greater length than there is time available, and
simply listing them. This candidate manages to get
somewhere in the middle in this single paragraph as
in the clip. It reached level 4 in both A01 and A02.

Examiner Tip

Learn to deal with these lists succinctly.
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Question 4 (a)
The majority of candidates attempting this question were able to keep the focus on pacifism
and only used Just War Theories where appropriate to the question. Many candidates wrote
about the different types of pacifism, sound responses explained the key ideas and beliefs
which underpin these very different positions.
However some candidates relied on the retelling of the stories associated with Pacifism,
without developing this by using ethical principles. Some simply wrote about the Just War
Theory with little or no application to the question.
AO2 There were some excellent responses that offered several reasons why holding a
pacifist position is so difficult; and some gave their answer in chronological form which in
most instances worked very well.

Examiner Comments

Many candidates opened like this with the
differing types of pacifism and then went
through them as in clip 1.This candidate
weighs up how difficult it is for each type and
reaches level 4 for AO2 as shown in clip 2.
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Examiner Tip

Be prepared to alter the material that you
know to fit the question exactly as it is asked.

Question 4 (b)
Sexual Ethics There were some excellent responses covering sacred texts, conscience and
faith; and then relating these to contemporary society. Many candidates were able to give
responses about the differing approaches to sexual ethics as found in the Catholic Church
and natural law theory as opposed to liberal and secular approaches. Weaker responses
often did not explore the nature of the dilemmas which might be encountered in the
particular issue that was chosen.
AO2 Some candidates found imaginative ways of exploring the relative merits of different
solutions by applying different ethical theories to the debate and offering a personal
viewpoint. They included biblical material and relevant case studies such as the recent
controversy on gay priests in the Church of England.

Examiner Comments

Here the candidate has a very strong opening showing
the chosen dilemma and illustrating the changing
panorama of the history of this issue as show in the clip.

Examiner Tip

A strong opening and conclusion can help.
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Question 5 (a)
Many candidates referred to a good range of beliefs and practices from a variety of
traditions prior to time of Buddha. Some focused on the caste system more as a social
phenomena rather than drawing out its religious relevance. Some candidates were confused
about which beliefs and practices were associated with which traditions.
AO2 Candidates understood the demands of the question although often referred to
adaptations rather than the wording refined. Sound responses focused on the reasons for
the Buddha’s responses but many listed what was rejected and what was adapted.

Question 5 (b)
Sound responses were able to draw out the religious significance of the events as part of
the key features. A few candidates focused clearly on the two stages asked about in the
question but at the expense of the relevance of the wider context to these periods in the
Buddha’s life. However some responses simply told the life story.
AO2 Links were made between the Eightfold Path as magga / middle way but most focused
on the middle way as lifestyle between extremes of luxury and asceticism.

Question 6 (a)
There were some very good response to this question, however some candidates dealt with
the three refuges rather than focus on the Sangha.
AO2 Most managed to avoid repetition from part (i) although some continued to write about
the three refuges' significance rather than focus on the emphasis of the question.

Question 6 (b)
Most candidates described Samatha and Vipassana meditation, with the Brahma viharas
being popular sometimes as part of Samatha and sometimes as part of Vipassana. Some
scripts had a good focus on why the types were important but some found it difficult to
write about this without using material on purposes which would fit better in part (ii) which
sometimes led to repetition or a less substantial part (ii)
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Question 7
This question was answered well with candidates demonstrating their factual knowledge of
the patristic period, referring to the numerous debates and revolutionary advancements
in Christian thought. Candidates referred to the heresies and the arguments surrounding
the natures of Jesus commenting on the significance of whether He was fully divine or
fully Human and Divine. Decisions of the Church councils were used to illustrate that this
period was important in the development of Church doctrine about the nature of Jesus.
Weaker responses, of which there were few, opted to discuss Jesus’ life and his titles.
Some responses referred to the work of James Cone and Black theology commenting on
the significance of Jesus being black and on the side of the oppressed. Liberation theology
and the base communities were used to illustrate praxis in action. The idea that Jesus was
lynched like the oppressed black people was discussed.
Other candidates referred to the theology of Bonhoeffer, commenting on his teaching about
the Cost of Discipleship and his life in Nazi Germany. Candidates were able to relate the
teaching to being a true disciple of Jesus. Some were able to make a link with Buber’s
thought that ‘God as God was seen to suffer through the persecution of the Jews in Nazi
Germany.’
Many candidates referred to the work of John Calvin and Martin Luther. Responses contained
relevant material about Calvin’s view of Christ as Prophet, King and Priest. Luther‘s
justification by faith not by works was discussed in relation to salvation. However most
responses were quite superficial and did not explore the significance of either of these
teachings in connection with the life of Jesus or for the development of the Church. The
concept of Predestination and election were alluded to by some but not in any great detail.

Many chose the early church option in 7Qb and this patristic period was very well known
in most cases, weaker responses did not address this option.

Examiner Comments

This response reached level 4; the candidate goes through
various heresies and how the Church reacted to them. The clip
shows one succinct example of dealing with adoptionism.
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Question 8 (a)
There was a range of responses reflecting varying degrees of knowledge of the material.
Candidates defined what is meant by personal and then considered what it meant for
humans to have a personal relationship with a God. Some responses centred around God
being a creator who interacts with his creations. Different models of Creation were then
explained highlighting God’s role in each. However these were not always made relevant to
the concept of God being personal. Others concentrated on Buber’s I thou and I it concepts
where God is seen to have a reciprocal relationship with humans through prayer. In contrast
to this Spinoza’s idea that God cannot change and hence cannot be personal because being
loving and personal implies vulnerability was discussed.
AO2 Responses contrasted God’s immanence with his unconditional loving nature, referring
to idea of how he intervenes to stop suffering and whether God can suffer. Candidates often
chose to deal with Moltmann’s concept of the Crucified God here.

Examiner Comments

Some responses show this question being tackled
as a last resort without any clear preparation,
but this candidate reaches level 4 with a clear
analytic approach.
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Question 8 (b)
Many candidates did not develop the rationale behind baptism and there was a distinct lack
of scholarship or critical analysis in these responses. Some made the distinction between
believer’s baptism and infant baptism but only offered a basic explanation for this.
Many responses consisted of simple accounts of baptism in two different churches.
AO2 was generally answered descriptively and again did not develop the ideas of salvation
through the sacraments or whether baptism was declaratory or efficacious, or whether it
was an ordinance or a sacrament.
Sadly some candidates confused teaching and practice and used part(i) to describe the
practices of two Churches.
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Examiner Comments

This candidate understood the differing
understandings of grace as prevenient or not, as
the clip shows, and gained level 4 in this AO2.

Examiner Tip

Be very clear which material goes
in part (i) and (ii).
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Question 9 (a)
This question attracted some good quality responses with an abundance of material, but
some candidates did not include details about how the features of the Indus Valley culture
have been absorbed into the Aryan culture, they simply listed the key features of the Indus
Valley.
AO2 Sound responses focused on the various invasion and migration theories and included
scholarly contributions.

Question 9 (b)
There were very few responses for this question, sound responses gave a full account of the
various Vedic deities and gave evidence of these beliefs. Most candidates mentioned Soma,
Varuna, Agni, Rudra and Indra.
AO2 Those who knew their material well produced very good responses.

Question 11 (b)
Some responses simply described Muhammad’s life in Makkah in varying detail, whereas
sound responses focused successfully on the question and used their material carefully while
also dealing competently with reasons for Muhammad’s persecution.
AO2 Sound responses dealt well with the importance of the Hijrah for the development
of Islam but raised the points of Muhammad’s calling as the Seal of the Prophets and the
fact that Islam embraced the earlier prophets and hence Islam itself was not new. Other
responses simply described the Hijrah or ignored this part of the question.
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Question 11 (a)
Most responses demonstrated a sound knowledge of life in Arabia before the time of
Muhammad and examined the religious features in varying detail, drawing out relevant
implications. Many candidates found difficulties in suggesting the possible ways that these
features influenced Muhammad and most added only brief or generalised comments relating
to the influences, whilst some ignored this part of the question. Sound responses reflected
knowledge of the period and demonstrated how Muhammad had been exposed to particular
influences and how these were adapted and reflected in Muslim belief and practices such as
pilgrimage, the role of the Ka’aba and fasting. Some candidates were also able to show how
Muhammad’s abhorrence of certain practices led him to emphasise particular teachings such
as those relating to tawhid, shirk, ummah and social ethics. Weaker responses contained
only a few examples of religious features whilst others wrote generally about the period.
This candidate answered the question fully and systematically dealing with polytheism
(paganism), monotheism( in Christinaty, Judaism and the Zoroastians) as well as the
ka'aba. However it does not have sufficient depth to reach the top level.

Examiner Comments

In AO2 the candidate presents a balanced
approach describing which features Muhammed
accepted, and which he rejected, but does not
fully weigh up why this may have been so.
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Examiner Tip

To get into level 4 AO2 you need
to show reasoned argument.

Question 12 (a)
Sound responses showed a good knowledge of the Six Beliefs and demonstrated a sound
understanding and detail of the key beliefs about angels and prophets while also quoting
both the Qur’an and various scholars. Other responses simply outlined this teaching.
In AO2 sound responses used their material wisely and showed clearly the importance of
these for both Muslim beliefs and practices.

Question 12 (b)
This was a popular question and although the standard of responses was variable, most
responses were generally competent; demonstrating sound knowledge of two of the Five
Pillars and the Shahadah. Candidates gaining marks in the higher levels related their
responses closely to the question and carefully examined the distinctive features of two
pillars in detail.
This candidate has made a good attempt to describe the key features of two of the pillars.

Examiner Comments

To reach level 4 there would need to be more
analysis of the differing features.

Examiner Tip

When the question has two demands, as here, when each of
the pillars chosen has to be related to the Shahadah, ensure
that you have two separate paragraphs dealing with each
and then a concluding paragraph putting them together.
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Question 13
There were too few entries and responses for questions 13, 14, 15 and 16 for any
worthwhile comments to be made.

Question 17 (a)
There were many “I am” responses which were in-depth with many references to the Old
Testament and putting the sayings in their appropriate context. However quite a number of
responses, particularly those on Luke’s Gospel, tended to focus on general issues and the
re-telling of the stories regarding outcasts without enough depth of analysis.

Question 17 (b)
There was much re-telling of the stories of the miracles and very little in depth analysis of
the context and background. Only some candidates attempted to answer how these stories
helped the reader to understand the character of Jesus’ ministry.
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Question 18 (a)
Many candidates seemed to have pre-prepared responses which focused largely on story
telling. The majority of candidates taking the Luke option prepared good responses on
prayer but the praise section was mostly very weak. There was a great deal on the teaching
of the Lord's Prayer.
For many of the responses on the role of women in the Fourth Gospel the candidates gave a
solid answer which took into account context with good scholarly opinion. There were some
stereotypical responses given by candidates on the role of women which did not have sound
context and background.
This candidate makes a good beginning to this answer setting out the main theme straight
away.
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Examiner Comments

The candidate also has a very clear
conclusion.
Examiner Tip

Avoid lengthy generalised introductions
that can waste time.

Question 18 (b)
There were many in-depth contextual responses for the discipleship question. However
there were some fairly repetitive responses with the re-telling of stories of the calling of the
disciples too.
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Grade Boundaries
Grade boundaries for this, and all other papers, can be found on the website on this
link:
http://www.edexcel.com/iwantto/Pages/grade-boundaries.aspx
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