Examiners’ Report
January 2012
GCE Psychology 6PS03 01

Edexcel and BTEC Qualifications
Edexcel and BTEC qualifications come from Pearson, the world’s leading learning company.
We provide a wide range of qualifications including academic, vocational, occupational and
specific programmes for employers. For further information, please call our GCE line on
0844 576 0025, our GCSE team on 0844 576 0027, or visit our qualifications website at
www.edexcel.com. For information about our BTEC qualifications, please call 0844 576 0026,
or visit our website at www.btec.co.uk.
If you have any subject specific questions about this specification that require the help of a
subject specialist, you may find our Ask The Expert email service helpful.
Ask The Expert can be accessed online at the following link:
http://www.edexcel.com/Aboutus/contact-us/

Get more from your exam results
…and now your mock results too!
ResultsPlus is Edexcel’s free online service giving instant and detailed analysis of your
students’ exam and mock performance, helping you to help them more effectively.

•

See your students’ scores for every exam question

•

Spot topics, skills and types of question where they need to improve their learning

•

Understand how your students’ performance compares with Edexcel national averages

•

Track progress against target grades and focus revision more effectively with NEW
Mock Analysis

For more information on ResultsPlus, or to log in, visit www.edexcel.com/resultsplus.
To set up your ResultsPlus account, call 0844 576 0024

Pearson: helping people progress, everywhere
Our aim is to help everyone progress in their lives through education. We believe in every kind
of learning, for all kinds of people, wherever they are in the world. We’ve been involved in
education for over 150 years, and by working across 70 countries, in 100 languages, we have
built an international reputation for raising achievement through innovation in education. Find
out more about how we can help you and your students at: www.pearson.com/uk .
January 2012
Publications Code UA030810
All the material in this publication is copyright
© Pearson Education Ltd 2012

2

GCE Psychology 6PS03 01

Introduction
With a mature specification, it was encouraging to see that candidates' responses on the
whole showed maturity in equal measure. It was also encouraging that advice given in
previous examiners report have been taken on board by teaching staff and demonstrated
in candidate performance. Although evaluation tended to be rather generic and feel like
AS level, description was applied to the approach and this was explicit in most responses.
Importantly, candidates should understand that evaluation can take various forms, so
understanding both strengths and weaknesses with elaborative detail is important for
studies, research methods and theories.
Practical investigations still showed variable responses, aims tended to be unrealistic and
did not refer to secondary data, rendering them ambitious. Gathering and analysing data
often failed to document analysis detail and although linking conclusions to concepts has
improved there tended to be either too much conclusion without links or too much theory/
research without sufficient conclusions. Stronger answers heeded the advice given in
previous examiners reports and tended to state secondary sources used in the aim, attempt
at analysis and systematically offered conclusions and appropriate detailed links in drawing
conclusions.
A disappointing aspect of this paper was the lack of application of knowledge to specific
questions. Asking for specific knowledge tended to result in prepared answers that did not
apply well to the question asked. This was common for essay questions where a scattergun
approach was often applied and resulted in a lack of high level marks being awarded.
Psychology is more than rote learning, candidates should be prepared not for certain
questions, but for the opportunity to apply their knowledge to novel situations. Candidates
should be advised to read questions carefully and present knowledge appropriately.
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Question A1 (a) (i)
The majority of candidates correctly identified 'operant conditioning' or 'learning theory'
as the theory on which token economy programmes are based. However, many candidates
incorrectly cited classical conditioning or social learning theory as their answer. Although
modelling is a desirable consequence of token economy programmes, it is not the basis of
the treatment. Positive and vicarious reinforcement was not accepted as they are principles
of operant conditioning rather than a statement of the theory name itself.
Many candidates crossed out an answer and it should be noted that deleted answers
that are replaced with an alternative are not marked as the alternative is taken. Some
candidates hedged their bets by providing more than one answer. In these cases the first
answer was taken.

Examiner Comments

This candidate was lucky that they stated 'operant conditioning' first.
When more than one possible answer is presented, the first must be
taken into consideration when marking.

Examiner Tip

It is not advisable to hedge ones bets with more than one
possible answer. It shows a lack of understanding of basic
psychological theories, principles and research.
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Question A1 (a) (ii)
Candidates, once again, have displayed a good understanding of the limitations of token
economy programmes. The challenge for this question was to outline only two of these
limitations. Often candidates ignored this instruction and offered a scattergun approach,
often stating four or more limitations. Those that did recount two limitations often found
the explanation/elaboration difficult for the additional mark, particularly on the second
limitation stated. Typical answers included lack of generalisability outside the confines of the
prison (those that explained why often earned the additional mark), abuse by staff, learned
helplessness, contraband or other sources of reinforcement. There was a noticeable absence
of psychological research to back up claims made.

Examiner Comments

This response scored two marks for each limitation (generalisability and compliance). Neither
point was explained with sufficient detail to earn the additional mark available. For example,
rewards are not given outside of the prison, is a simplistic justification for TEP not working
long term. It would have been better and more true to say that rewards are more subtle and
less frequent.

Examiner Tip

Candidates should be prepared to elaborate sufficiently and explain their answers
clearly. Often candidates are prepared for the straight forward 'evaluate' question but
ill prepared to explain their points - encourage a less bullet point approach at revision.
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Question A1 (b) (i)
With few exceptions, candidates chose to describe anger management as their alternative
treatment. On the whole candidates did well to identify the stages of anger management
and the basic principles of the approach. Some were rather tautological, often stating that
anger management was a way to manage anger problems - more was needed for credit.
Although many answers achieved both available marks, there was a clear sense that had
the question been worth more than two marks, the candidates would not have been able to
achieve more. This is an area for future development.

Examiner Comments

This is a fairly typical one mark answer. Largely tautological, the response only really
identifies the underlying principle of anger management. The response does not clearly
outline the 'new skills needed to prevent outbursts' for credit. More successful responses
have detailed how role play and relaxation techniques can be used as new skills.

Examiner Tip

Better answers detailed the principle of anger management and then detailed
each stage of the treatment including specific examples. This approach should
be encouraged to avoid tautological and brief responses.
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Question A1 (b) (ii)
The majority of answers focused on one weakness and many were able to elaborate
sufficiently for the second mark. Weaker answers focused on expense and skilled facilitators
needed to administer the programme. Responses giving a weakness of anger management
tended to critique the link between anger and violence, although some were confused.

Examiner Comments

This was a less typical response and it is included in the examiner's report to heed caution
over suggesting that aversion therapy is widely used. Although it can and has been used in
rehabilitation for specific offending groups, it is not widely used in criminological psychology.
If candidates are to be taught aversion therapy as a treatment, they should be aware of this.
This response did gain a mark for the social control issue it raises.
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Question A2
Candidates still find the practical investigation difficult to report. A minority of responses
were superb, but a disappointing number of candidates fail to clearly outline the aim of
the study and often give vague descriptions of data collection/analysis and either brief or
convoluted conclusions. Aims were often ambitious (eg to see if eyewitness testimony was
reliable) and therefore not a true aim of the practical investigation. Candidates were often
able to describe how data was gathered but very few described how data was analysed.
Weaker conclusions either did not link to concepts, theories and research or failed to
conclude their findings, instead describing nothing but concepts, theories and research in an
essay style.
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Examiner Comments

The aim here was clear and not ambitious. Too many candidates offered ambitious aims, such
as to see if offender profiling was effective. Here the response grounds this in what was actually done, 'summarising articles'.
This was a classic two mark answer for part b. The candidate had offered some detail on the
articles; however the response failed to detail the 'key areas' of interest. Teacher led practicals
can be time effective but often result in a lack of clarity or understanding of the area under
investigation.
The candidate had outlined the conclusions of the practical, but not offered enough of a link to
theory to gain more than two marks for part c.

Examiner Tip

Candidates should be encouraged, where possible, to conduct their own practical
investigations. This should consolidate more of an understanding of what was done
and what was found.
Aims should state explicitly that it is an article summary or content analysis of the
key area to ensure the aim is realistic. Candidates should be encouraged to offer a
response that has equal description of both gathering and analysing the data.
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Question A3
Candidates were able to provide wonderfully detailed descriptions of a study, typically Yuille
and Cutshall, Yarmey, Charlton. However, many responses failed to focus on the specific
requirement of the question to focus on methodology of the study, so often cited results
additionally. Some candidates misunderstood the question entirely and described a field,
natural or lab experiment as a research method without sufficiently linking to their chosen
study. Similarly, there were many very detailed evaluations of the study, but all too often
this was not focused on the ethical and application requirements of the question.
Many answers evaluated the study in terms of generalisability, reliability and validity with
no reference to ethics or application. Successful applications included the implications
of eyewitness testimony for police, judges and juries or censorship regulations for
broadcasting. Some ethical evaluations were far too generic (eg consent, right to withdraw)
without linking back to the study described or merely speculating on what 'should' have
been done to maintain good ethics.
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Examiner Comments

The description of this study was rather detailed but not the 'very good' required for
level four of the marking bands. The evaluation offered a scattergun approach and did
not focus on the ethics and application requirements as it should. The ethical evaluation
was generic, which was typical of many responses, with some irrelevance regarding
researcher competence. The practical application comments were rather stretched,
arguing that the children in the study were highly censored, when really they did not
receive a few channels. The comment concerning the children not being able to view
violence as a form of censorship leading to pro-social behaviour was rather tentatively
linked to subsequent censorship comments. However, there was one good comment
about community being encouraged to increase pro-social behaviour, which was clear and
credited at level two of the marking bands. This essay received level two evaluation and
the description pulled it to the top of this level.

Examiner Tip

Preparing essays is useful, but not if the requirements of the question do not fit the strategy.
Candidates should be encouraged to read the question carefully and be prepared rather to
answer the question and be flexible in their response. Candidates who do not answer the
question directly will not achieve the higher levels of marking.
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Question B1 (a)
It was rather disappointing to see that candidates had a very vague understanding of
the evolutionary basis for attachment, which is specified in the specification, with many
responses either describing evolutionary theory without relating it to attachment or other
aspects of Bowlby’s theory without relating to evolution. Successful candidates were able to
link evolutionary theory to attachment, outline survival and proximity and further comment
upon social releasers as proximity promoting behaviours.

Examiner Comments

This was a very basic, but fairly typical response that failed to state
the need for attachment as survival or give any detail at all.

Examiner Tip

Candidates should be prepared to define the separate elements
of Bowlby's theory as well as the theory as a whole.
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Question B1 (b)
The responses ranged from a limited range of evaluation points to a full and evidence
based critique. Weaker answers focused on one study as evidence, often over-describing
the study and running out of time and answer space. Stronger answers used a range
of evaluative points, often citing good psychological research to support the evaluation.
Typical evaluation included the 44 juvenile thieves study, Goldfarb, Rutter, Harlow, practical
evaluation, misogynous claims and lack of distinction between privation and deprivation.
Some candidates chose to use Roberston and Genie as evaluation which, when done well,
was credit worthy.
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Examiner Comments

This response did well to include a range of evaluative comments. Lorenz and Harlow were used
as evidence for the theory and the candidate did well to offer a further dimension by criticising
the validity of using animals and extrapolating findings to humans. Ainsworths research was also
credit worthy as linked to attachment.

Examiner Tip

Using a critique of a study cited in evaluation is feasible as long as the study
critique concerns the validity of the findings. This can only be done once in a
response otherwise it is regarded as 'going off task'.
Further, evaluating animal research on the basis of generalisability should
be done very well. All too often candidates simply state that animal research
cannot be generalised without giving a legitimate reason.
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Question B1 (c) (i)
Candidates found it easy to state a study from child psychology, with the most popular
answers being Genie and Bowlby's 44 juvenile thieves.

Examiner Comments

There was some ambiguity over this response. It was credited
this time, but in future candidates using this study should be
clear it is Ainsworth and Bell's study and not the methodological
technique that they are referring to.
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Question B1 (c) (ii)
Candidates often find strengths generally more difficult to write about than weaknesses.
Strengths tended to be rather generic and not linked to the stated study, particularly
when giving a strength of Genie the responses tended to concern depth and detail without
indicating what depth and detail was gained.
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Question B2
There was a range of responses to this practical investigation question. Weaker answers
tended to have unclear or unrealistic aims, such as 'investigating the effectiveness of
daycare' or 'explaining the causes of autism', without reference to the fact that they were
gathering secondary data. Weaker part b responses failed to identify sources or themes/
coding units of interest. Conclusions tended to either be unlinked to research or presenting
a prepared daycare essay with no explanation of investigation findings. However, stronger
answers made aims clear and realistic, gathering of data was detailed and conclusions
were stated and systematically linked to research, theory or concepts drawn from the
application. The majority of candidates failed to clearly outline how data was analysed in
part b for the final mark in this section.

Examiner Comments

This was a solid one mark answer referring to the actual study directly, rather than
generic strength. This response should have elaborated further by outlining why many
research methods are a strength, such as depth or triangulation for the additional mark.

Examiner Tip

Candidates do find strengths more difficult to define than weaknesses, so it is
worth having some well elaborated strengths in the students repertoire.
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Examiner Comments

This aim was clearly unrealistic and did not state that secondary sources
were used. The gathering of data was very simplistic and all we know are
the articles gathered. The conclusions were well linked to psychological
studies and clearly done well at least once. The final mark could have been
achieved with a little more depth regarding the EPPE study.

Examiner Tip

When discussing analysis, candidates should be more specific than simply stating that their data
was compared to psychological theories and studies. Which studies and theories was the data
compared to? Part c does well to systematically present results and link to the relevant research.
With some more depth to the EPPE link it could have achieved the higher marking level.
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Question B3
There was a disappointing number of prepared daycare essays without clear reference
to the question asked. In such cases candidates tended to describe the advantages and
disadvantages of daycare rather than the requirements of the question, which was to
describe and evaluate research into the advantages and disadvantages of daycare. Those
that did focus of the research demands of the question did well to describe, typically, the
EPPE study, Belsky and Rovine, Andersson or NICHD. Very strong answers picked one study
that highlighted the strengths of daycare and one highlighting the weaknesses of daycare.
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Examiner Comments

This was a good example of very good description of research,
which would be marked at the top level had the evaluation
matched the description. Unfortunately the evaluation was more
generic comments on daycare rather than an evaluation of the
cited research. Appropriate comments reached level two of the
marking bands.
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Examiner Tip

Candidates should be reminded to
answer the question in hand and
not offer a prepared answer in
the hope that it will fit the levels,
it will not achieve the higher
marking levels.

Question C1 (a)
Encouragingly this question permitted knowledge and novelty with very few candidates
offering animal study description. The most popular research methods used were lab
experiments, PET scans and surveys. Most candidates linked their answer to the health
psychologist and her research and very few went into evaluation which has been a problem
in the past. However, again it was lack of detail that limited the number of marks the
candidates gained.
All too often the weakness of the research method tended to be generic and unlinked to
human drug research. Some candidates misunderstood the question and attempted to
evaluate the proposal rather than the research method.
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Examiner Comments

This response gained an identification mark for stating that a lab experiment
could be used and two further marks were achieved for setting up the study
and the placebo group who were unaware. The evaluation gained both marks
for a well elaborated and relevant point concerning realism.

Examiner Tip

Candidates should be prepared for novel questions
that test knowledge and understanding rather than
prepared research method description/evaluation. This
question discriminated well.
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Question C1 (b)
There were some very strong generalisability comments and stronger answers tended to
refer to the gathering of qualitative data. Weaker answers tended to focus on human ethical
guidelines of mentioned ethics or generalisability without sufficient basic explanation.

Examiner Comments

This was a typically strong answer referring to self-report data
and generalisability. Note that the candidate has elaborated
on generalisability by referring explicitly to genetic and
environmental differences.

Examiner Tip

Candidates should always make it clear why animal
research cannot be generalised to humans, such
as behavioural, cognitive, genetic, nervous system
differences, etc.

GCE Psychology 6PS03 01

25

Question C2 (a)
Many responses accurately outlined Blattler's aim, however some believed it was a
methadone maintenance programme or were too vague for credit.

Examiner Comments

This was clear, accurate and concise.
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Question C2 (b)
The most popular answers referred to the urine tests and standardised questions as
controls. The majority of candidates were able to offer one or more controls worthy of
credit.

Examiner Comments

This candidate gained both marks for outlining urine tests and
amount of heroin. This was a typical response and just about
gains the marks for going beyond listing the controls.

Examiner Tip

Candidates should be conversant with the injunctions used in the examination.
State, outline, describe and explain are typical assessment objectives but
require a differing amount of information/explanation and skill.
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Question C2 (c)
Candidates responded to the question requirements well, sticking to evaluation concerning
ethics or generalisability, although a few did write about both.
Generalisability was the most popular answer given and most knew that the sample size
was large, polydrug users and from Switzerland but often could not say why it was an issue,
especially when talking about Switzerland as responses stated that the findings could not be
generalised to other cultures but neglected to say why. Stronger answers referred to the
unique culture or attitudes to drug use/rehabilitation. Discussion of ethics tended to be
weaker and more generic.

Examiner Comments

The response was under explained, but just achieved the credit for knowing that the sample
consisted of polydrug users with issues (it would have been nice to know who the study was
not generalisable to). The comment about Switzerland was not justified for credit.

Examiner Tip

Candidates should be encouraged to make their comments clear by
explaining 'why' the comment is an issue. This will secure the mark.
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Question C2 (d)
There were some very good evaluation comments made regarding drug treatment, typically
less risk of disease, breaking away from drug scene, blackmarket use, drug substitution,
overdose, expense. Often there were more comments than available marks. Candidates
still incorrectly state that withdrawal is less severe/lengthy for methadone than heroin.
However, there were some informed comments about weaning off heroin that showed good
knowledge. Candidates that did not gain credit were those that presented few evaluation
points or failed to explain them in enough depth for that expected at this level. A minority
offered a description of methadone programmes without evaluation.

Examiner Comments

This was typical of a strong response that more than met the requirements of the
question, offering more comments than available marks.
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Examiner Comments

This was typical of a weaker response which was largely descriptive with only
one evaluative comment on lengthy withdrawal leading to relapse.

Examiner Tip

This question is a typical 'evaluate' question. Candidates should be
prepared for strengths and weaknesses and although this question
was general evaluation, it should be noted that most comments
were weaknesses of the treatment.
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Question C3
Although most referred to Elizabeth in the response, many did so at a superficial level.
Often responses gave detailed descriptions of drug action at the synapse but referred only
briefly to why Elizabeth was addicted. Better answers elaborated further with dopamine
deficiency, tolerance and withdrawal. Genetic explanations tended to be under-described,
only a few referred to specific culpable genes. A few candidates used empirical research,
but on the whole evaluation tended to be weaker as they were brief or not well explained.
Many referred to research but did not cite this explicitly. Alternative theories were alluded
to but candidates often failed to explain how the theory explains addiction in contrast to the
biological approach.
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Examiner Comments

Although evaluation was very good, the description was barely
sufficient. Taking the fact that the evaluation in some way
embellished the description, this candidate falls short of level
three marking band.
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Examiner Comments

In contrast to the last example, this exemplar provided very good description and evaluation so meets the highest marking level securely.
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Question D1 (a)
This was disappointing as, despite being a key term on the specification, candidates often
stated what happened to the body when it became aroused or some erroneous description
of anxiety rather than an accurate definition. Most answers were well linked to sport.

Examiner Comments

This response only gains credit for the effect of arousal
on performance and no actual definition was provided.

Examiner Tip

Candidates should be prepared for the key
terms as well as the theories and research.
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Question D1 (b)
The responses to this question were largely repetitive. Often candidates commented on
inverted U, catastrophe theory, evaluation apprehension and the audience but then repeated
the same point again. Stronger responses used a range of theory and research.

Examiner Comments

This response presented two theories that could have
affected Sarah's performance legitimately. It is a shame
that the theories were not elaborated in description.

Examiner Tip

The old adage of taking account of the available marks would have
been advisable here. Candidates should always be mindful of the
available marks and elaborate with further description, example or
study as appropriate.
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Question D1 (c) (i)
Most candidates were able to state a legitimate sport study, typically Boyd and Monroe,
Cottrell and Koivula.

Question D1 (c) (ii)
Candidates quite rightly identified that they needed to explain one strength, but often failed
to elaborate for the marks available. Often the strength was generic and could have been
applied to a vast array of studies. Those stronger answers focused on specific strengths of
the study, such as the SIQ used by Boyd and Monroe. Interestingly the questionnaire used
by Boyd and Monroe was regarded as having ecological validity as it was completed in a
natural environment! This is weak at best as a comment.

Examiner Comments

This was a fairly standard strength given with no elaboration to gain the second mark.

Examiner Tip

Candidates should be prepared for specific strength/weakness questions that demand elaboration.
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Question D2
This was the first practical investigation question for sport psychology and the success
was similar to previous topics. An issue with all topics is the 'ambitious aim' that does not
acknowledge the use of secondary sources. Although this was an issue with all topics it was
somewhat less so with sport psychology, although there were more unclear aims that did
not clearly identify what, if anything, was done for the practical investigation.
Candidates did well to either describe the sources and data gathering techniques for a mark,
or both for two marks. However, the majority of candidates ignored the 'analysis' part of the
question so failed to achieve the final mark available.
Responses did tend to offer concepts, theories and research, but often did not balance the
results and conclusions with this. Often this resulted in a lack of sports concepts, theory and
research to align with the conclusions drawn or the opposite effect.

Question D3
Imagery and goal setting were the most popular answers. Most candidates did relate the
description to the head coach and were able to offer a variety of methods he could use
when training the team, but the description was often limited as it was not referred back to
how it could be used to improve performance. Evaluation was often weak with little mention
of studies to back up the theory described. The very few candidates who did include another
technique that could be used to improve performance often just named it, with maybe a
sentence describing it rather than comparing it to the described theory which is what was
wanted. Stronger comparisons referred to how imagery can be used whilst suffering injury
and the difference between cognitive and practical application. Some candidates chose to
use non-conventional performance improvement theories which, if done well, were credit
worthy.
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Examiner Comments

This response presented a good description of goal
setting with a splattering of evaluation and an attempt at
comparison with imagery. This answer was fairly typical of
most responses, but should be commended for referring
to the head coach in the majority of responses.

Examiner Tip

It is fairly typical for sport
psychology that there is
little opportunity for psychological
research beyond that prescribed by
the specification - further literature
should be sought and encouraged.
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Paper Summary
To reiterate, candidates should be encouraged to explore the novel and apply their
knowledge. Being able to explain their point and demonstrate specific understanding is
critical. Encourage candidates to read questions carefully and apply the knowledge asked of
them rather than resort to pre-prepared answers.

42

GCE Psychology 6PS03 01

Grade Boundaries
Grade boundaries for this, and all other papers, can be found on the website on this link:
http://www.edexcel.com/iwantto/Pages/grade-boundaries.aspx
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