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Music 6MU03

Introduction
Summer 2009 saw the fi rst sitting of some AS units of the new GCE2008 specifi cations. As support for 
teachers, this booklet has been prepared as an exemplifi cation of how marks were awarded to the written 
paper for Music 6MU03 during the Summer 2009 examination. It features work produced by the candidates 
in the actual examination. It contains the questions and mark schemes, together with examples of student 
answers. It gives the marks awarded for each exemplar response plus commentary by senior examiners. 
It does not include exemplars for every question on the paper, but only those where contrasting levels of 
response could be produced.
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Music 6MU03

Question 1(f)

 (f ) The melody at the start of the second section (bar 17–18) is based on the opening 
two bars of the excerpt. Mention two differences and two similarities at the start 
of this second section.

(4)

  Differences  

1  . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . .

2  . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . .

  Similarities

1  . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . .

2  . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . .

Examiner Tip

The question here asks clearly for two differences and two 
similarities in the music at the start of the second section. Make 
sure that you answer only about the melody and not the other 
parts in the music including the texture, dynamics, and harmony. 
These points will not be credited. 
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Example 1: 4 marks

Example 2: 1 mark

Examiner Comments

Full marks were achieved here as 4 points were made in the comparison of the 
melodies concerned.

Examiner Comments

The credit was for ‘augmented rhythmically’. Other comments about the harmony 
are not relevant to this question about melody. The ‘same notes are used’ comment 
is too vague for credit too.
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Question 1(g)

 (g) Describe two features of the melodic writing in the top part of the first section 
(bars 1–16).

(2)

1  . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . .

2  . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . .

Examiner Comments

The question here asks for two features again of the melody part only. In such a 
question, you should think about the obvious aspects of the music i.e. ‘does the 
melody move in step or by leaps?’, ‘is it major or minor?’, ‘does it use particular 
types of rhythm?’, ‘what is the range of notes like?’ etc.
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Example 1: 2 marks

Example 2: 0 marks

Examiner Comments

Full marks were achieved here as 2 points were made, one relating to the movement by step 
(conjunct movement) and the second point for mention of the limited range of notes employed.

Examiner Comments

The response here about dissonant is incorrect as the melody is consonant (in the key of music) 
and is a term more normally related to the harmony. ‘Sweeping melody’ is just too vague. It 
could refer to large leaps or just stepwise movement!
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Question 1(h)

 (h) The movement is subtitled ‘The image of melancholy’ . Name three ways in which 
this is depicted in the music.

(3)

1  . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . .

. . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . .

2  . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . .

. . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . .

3  . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . .

. . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . .

Examiner Tip

The question here asks for descriptive responses to the ‘image of 
melancholy’ in the music. Think of the obvious responses of low pitch, 
slow, modal, chromatic or dissonant harmonies using suspensions and 
false relations etc.
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Example 1: 3 marks

Example 2: 1 mark

Examiner Comments

Full marks were achieved here as 3 relevant points were made, one relating to the slow tempo, 
one for the mention of the falling motif and one mark for the mention of false relations.

Examiner Comments

The response here about the key is factually incorrect, so too is ‘ascending notes’ but one credit 
for the slow tempo comment.
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Question 2(d)

 (d) Precisely identify the chord heard in the piano part in bars 12–14. 
(2)

. . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . .

Examiner Tip

The question here asks for identifi cation of a chord. 
The word precisely implies that a full and accurate 
description is needed for a 2 mark credit.
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Example 1: 2 marks

Example 2: 1 mark

Examiner Comments

Full marks were achieved here as the numerical value of the chord was correct as well as 
the added 7th plus the position of the chord in second inversion

Examiner Comments

The response here was almost correct – just the position of the chord was missing!
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Question 2(h)

Examiner Tip

The question here asks for two ways in which these elements are depicted in the 
music. Your responses can include any relevant musical element from pitch, melody, 
rhythm, range, harmony, key, tempo, texture and timbre. Use these key elements to 
assist your thinking in these types of question.

 (h) Mention two ways in which the stillness of the night and the loneliness of the 
singer are portrayed in the music heard.

(2)

1  . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . .

2  . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . .
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Example 1: 2 marks

Example 2: 1 mark

Examiner Comments

Full marks were achieved here as 2 points were made, one relating to slow moving 
chords and the other about the repetition of the F sharps in the vocal line.

Examiner Comments

The response here about long held chords scores one mark.
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Question 3(a)(i)
3 (a) INSTRUMENTAL MUSIC

  (i) Describe the stylistic features of Symphony No. 26 in D minor, ‘Lamentatione’: 
movement I by Haydn which show that this music was composed in the 
Classical period. 

(10)
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Example 1: 10 marks

Examiner Tip

The question here asks about stylistic features of the Classical period. There are many points to 
be scored if you cover the main musical elements of melody, harmony, tonality, rhythm, texture, 
instrumental forces, dynamics etc. Given that three extra marks are available for examples, it is only 
necessary to make 7 points. 
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Examiner Comments

Examiners will normally tick points worthy of credit, up to the maximum mark 
available for the question. Where candidates make points in excess of the maximum 
mark available, examiners will not annotate further.
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Example 2: 2 marks

Examiner Comments

The response here is both brief and only contains two credit points about the use of 
sonata form and the homophonic texture of the music.
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Question 3(a)(ii)

  (ii) Compare and contrast the harmony and tonality of Piano Quintet in F minor, 
Op. 34: movement III by Brahms and Pour le Piano: Sarabande by Debussy.

(18)

Examiner Tip

The question here asks for a comparison of two features (harmony and tonality) in two different works. There are 
many ways to tackle this question. Perhaps the best is to take each element in turn ie. harmony in the fi rst place 
and then compare the use of harmony in both works by Brahms and Debussy. Then discuss the second feature of 
tonality. Remember that harmony relates to chords and tonality to keys! Do not mention any other features you 
happen to have learnt if they are not related to these two elements. In addition to the 18 points, up to six extra 
marks are available for examples from the score. These can boost your overall score signifi cantly.
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Example 1: 18 marks
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Examiner Comments

Full marks were achieved here as 18 points were made in the writing plus lots of examples 
from the score to back up these points.
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Example 2: 8 marks
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Examiner Comments

The response here contains some credit worthy points as well as irrelevant comments about textures and 
themes. If only this candidate had included some examples from the score, then the mark of 8/18 could 
possibly have risen to 14/18!
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Question 5
5 Complete the music below for SATB voices in short score choosing suitable chords. 

Some credit will be given for the appropriate use of non-harmonic notes. Some staves 
for rough work are printed below, but you must write your answer on the score.

Soprano
Alto

Tenor
Bass

Examiner Tip

The question here asks for the completion of fi ve chords. Given that the last three chords form a simple 
formulaic progression of ii7b/v7/I, then the task is relatively straightforward. 10 marks out of 12 are awarded 
for 5 correct chords and this should be your fi rst aim- Keep it simple! Two extra marks are available for passing 
notes, suspensions, tierce de picardie,etc.
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Example 1: 12 marks

Example 2: 3 marks

Examiner Comments

Examiner Comments.  Full marks were achieved here as all fi ve chords are correct (10 marks). The two extra 
marks are given for the suspension at ii7b properly prepared in the previous chord and the passing quavers 
C-Bb on the penultimate chord (V7)

Examiner Comments

The response here has many unrecognisable chords. Only chord V7 is completely correct.
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