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Examiner Tip

These questions require thorough preparation and this can be effectively 
done as the question format is quite predictable. It is worth knowing 
that for the ten mark question, seven points and three locations will 
secure full marks, and in the eighteen mark question, twelve vaild points 
and six locations will equate to full marks.
The best essays had a plan (often in tabular format) which was then 
converted into prose.

Examiner Comments

This candidate has itemised many features of the Poulenc both classical 
and 20th century. To score full marks is relatively easy if the learning 
has been done. The same is true in the second essay comparing the Bach 
and Shostakovich works.
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       Question 3(b) 
   The same comments as made about the previous essays apply equally for 3b. 
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Examiner Tip

Candidates should draw up an essay plan as these tend to lead to concise, fl uent and cohesive 
answers. Without a plan, points are frequently repeated, and candidates switch randomly between 
works, often making incorrect statements as they have forgotten where they are! Again, if candidates 
have diffi culty with written prose, a bullet pointed answer/ tabular format might be best for them.

Examiner Comments

The essay on stylistic features of 'Se quema la chumbamba' secured a relatively easy full marks for 
many of the candidates. There are lots of features about the instruments, harmony and rhythm that 
contribute to its genre as Cuban Son. The second essay comparing the Faure and Tavener vocal works 
was a little more demanding but nevertheless had many credit points in the mark scheme.
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     Question 4(a) 
   This question should be quite straight-forward as all the notes are given on the score. If these 
have been taught, this is a straightforward 5/8 marks every year. 

  

   

    Question 4(b) 
 Key identifi cation. Clues are given on the skeleton score, including added accidentals, chords, 
melody direction, cadences etc. 

   Question 4(c) 
 The pedal is a common device and one studied at GCSE level. This particular example was 
actually a tonic pedal as the music at that point has modulated to F major. However, 'pedal' on its 
own would suffi ce for the mark.

Note: some candidates wrote 'drone' which has properties of a pedal but were awarded no marks. 

  

Examiner Comments

This full mark answer demonstrates correct chords precisely defi ned 
with inversion symbols, added notes etc.
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 Question 5 
   The completion of fi ve chords should be quite straightforward but reveals many problems each 
year, including consecutive 5ths and 8ths, augmented intervals, chords with wrong notes, poor 
part-writing, doubled leading notes etc.

This year, the use of a minor key caused extra problems and it is advised that more practice is 
needed in this mode. 

Examiner Tip

The last three chords will often form a traditional progression and should be completed 
fi rst. Then the fi rst two chords can be worked to complete the passage. Candidates are 
advised to use only primary and secondary triads and to keep things simple. Many passing 
notes often cause errors in part-writing. Only a maximum of two marks is allowed, so it is 
best just to write in two examples.
Finally, do not foret the all-important consecutive checklist - SA/ST/SB/AT/AB/TB. It is 
surprising how many candidates do not carry this out and lose many valuable marks!

Examiner Comments

This example is clear. 5 correct chords for 10/12 marks and 2 passing notes for extra credit 
= 12/12.
The candidate displays good understanding of vocal part-writing, with a high tenor part 
and strong contrary motion bass to the treble. The three last chords form a stock Ic-V7-I 
cadence.
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      It was found that many candidates performed well in one or two areas of the paper, but clearly 
had also neglected other aspects of the unit. There were examples of excellent essays but poor 
harmony work etc. This is a shame as a high aggregate mark can be obtained from working at 
the unit as a whole. As a general comment, the weakest answers were in questions 1 and 2 and 
some of the strongest in the essay quesitons which had obviously been thoroughly well learnt and 
revised. 

  

Grade Boundaries

Grade Max. Mark A B C D E 

Raw mark boundary 80 61 54 47 41 35

Uniform mark scale boundary 120 96 84 72 60 48
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