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[bookmark: _Toc435777747]A level Music Technology – Grade characteristics
On the 18th of March the secretary of state announced that the 2020 exam series in England would be cancelled to help fight the spread of Coronavirus (COVID-19). Exam boards will be contacting schools, colleges and other exam centres asking them to submit:
· a centre assessment grade for every student in each of their subjects (the grade they would most likely have achieved if they had sat their exams and completed any non-exam assessment)
· the rank order of students within each grade for each subject (for example, for all those students with a centre assessment grade of 5 in GCSE Maths, a rank order where 1 is the most secure/highest attaining student, and so on)

This document has been created to provide guidance on the key characteristics we would expect to see students display at specific grades, in order to help you make informed decisions when you review your students’ work in a subject.

[bookmark: _Toc442638993]Holistic approach to grades
You will need to grade your students using all the evidence available to you to determine what grade they would have most likely achieved had they sat the examination in the summer.  To reach this decision you and all the teaching staff will want to consider a wide range of information where it is available.  This may be through mock examinations results, non - examined assessments (NEA) and other general records or evidence of performance across the course of study.  It is only through reviewing all evidence available that you will be able to form a holistic view of likely candidate performance based on professional judgement. 
Keep in mind there are lots of different ways a student could make up the marks needed to achieve a grade; a student who performs very well on paper 1 and poorly on paper 2, may achieve the same grade as a student who has a solid performance on both papers
We are unable to show student examples of a specific grade due to the number of ways a grade can be achieved. However, each year we release indicative grade boundaries for each paper and NEA that give an indication of a student’s performance on that part of the qualification.
Past papers, mark schemes and indicative grade boundaries are available on our qualification subject pages 
Non-Examined Assessment (NEA)
You will have seen in the most recent update from JCQ that NEA should not be completed by candidates and schools do not need to send marks to exam boards. If your centre has already submitted marks and/or work to Pearson for NEA components, we will keep these safe and secure until schools are open and we can return these to you.

The preparation for and work done to date on NEA components will form an important part of how you should derive your centre assessed grades. Partially and fully completed NEA work will represent good evidence for your estimate of candidate performance on that part of the qualification.

In some qualifications, where the skills and content assessed by the NEA is similar to the other components, you may also be able to use the evidence of candidate performance on the NEA to inform your students’ grades for the qualification as a whole (alongside the other evidence from classwork, homework and mock tests).  When using NEA to inform grades, you should also bear in mind that, in general, candidates tend to do better on NEA than they do in examinations, though of course this is not true of all candidates.
· We have examples of completed NEA with marks and commentaries available to support you on the subject pages of the Pearson website.  
Grade Characteristics
We have worked closely with our senior examining team to get their expert views and review student work at key grades for A level Music Technology. We have used this expertise to develop grade characteristics for students at grade A and C for A level.

We have provided three descriptions for each of these grades, highlighting characteristics of students who are high achieving within the grade, securely with the grade and those who have only just achieved the grade. This will enable you to start to place students within grades and also allow you to start the process of rank ordering your students.

A level Music Technology - Grade A Characteristics
	Grade A
Most secure students
	· Students can achieve this level by multiple routes; they may have performed more strongly on their NEA work than in the exam papers, and do not have to perform evenly across the two exam papers or the two NEA components. However, the very secure grade A candidates will have few weak areas. They may have scored close to maximum marks in two or more components to compensate for a slightly weaker area, but will probably still be at or near the top of the cohort across all components. It is unusual for all but the very highest achieving candidates to perform equally very well across all components of the qualification; any candidate who demonstrates this is likely to be in the most secure grade A category.
· Their recorded work is of near-professional standard, with very few technical weaknesses. They will have met all the specification requirements in terms of track choice, length and number of instruments as well as being able to bring their own personality to bear on the recording / arrangement. They will have used effects and processing creatively, tastefully and will rarely, if at all, overuse any one production technique.
· Their compositions will be coherent and musically satisfying demonstrating creative use of music technology and synthesis skills. There will be a sense of direction, progression and structure to their music that leaves the listener with a sense that the piece was either just the right length or that they could have gone on listening for longer. The composition will contain not just timbral interest and variety, but also significant flair in three or more of melody, harmony, rhythm, texture and structure.  
· In their written work, candidates at this level demonstrate a clear and thorough understanding of the technology, hinting at or directly referring to practical experience in the studio. Their use of technical vocabulary is accurate and extensive although is not always, and does not need to be, expressed in sentences that are perfectly constructed.
· Their listening skills are excellent, and they demonstrate the ability to analyse and deconstruct recordings with a high level of detail and accuracy (particularly in paper 9MT0/03, questions 5 and 6). For some of the longer questions, candidates at this level will sometimes give more creditworthy points than are required for full marks. Candidates at this level will evaluate and compare recordings (gaining marks for AO4), and are less likely to ‘max out’ AO3 marks to the detriment of the AO4 points.
· In 9MT0/04, candidates at this level will almost always score close to full marks in question 5. They will have given a detailed response to question 6, probably structuring their answer coherently without jumping from point to point. They will have ‘maxed out’ in one area of the mark scheme, which is their particular field of expertise, but may not have gained all the marks in other areas. They will demonstrate the same technical understanding as in 9MT0/03 but will also be able to manage their time well so that they complete all the elements of the paper to a high standard. There may be one or two gaps in their knowledge on some of the most challenging questions, but these are likely to be few and far between.

	Grade A 
Secure students
	· Secure grade A students often show a particular flair in one or two components of the qualification which compensate for one slightly weaker component. They are likely to demonstrate all the attributes listed in the ‘most secure grade A’ box in one or possibly two areas, but there will probably be one component for which they are not at the top of the cohort. The following is a description of the candidate who performs more or less equally across all areas, so a best-fit approach must be taken.
· Their recorded work is of a very high standard, with few technical weaknesses. They will have met all the specification requirements in terms of track choice, length and number of instruments. They will have used effects and processing tastefully and will rarely overuse any one production technique. There may be one aspect of the recording that takes away from its polish, but this is balanced by attention to detail in almost every other aspect.
· Their compositions will be coherent and musically satisfying demonstrating creative use of music technology and synthesis skills. There will be a sense of direction, progression and structure to their music that makes listening to it a satisfying musical experience. The composition will demonstrate a good balance of interest, coherence and variety in most areas with few ‘blind spots’.
· Their listening skills are very good, and they demonstrate the ability to analyse and deconstruct recordings with a high level of detail and accuracy (particularly in paper 9MT0/03, questions 5 and 6). For some of the longer questions, candidates at this level will often score full marks, although they can occasionally miss out on some marks by concentrating on one specific element to the detriment of another. Candidates at this level will evaluate and compare recordings, but may also ‘max out’ on creditworthy points for AO3 and miss out on some of the available AO4 marks. Their writing will include accurate and extensive use of musical vocabulary giving the impression that they have practical experience of many of the things they are discussing.
· In 9MT0/04, candidates at this level will generally do very well in question 5, but may have dropped some marks in q5 and 6 that they have made up for in other parts of the paper. They will have given a detailed response to question 6, probably structuring their answer coherently without jumping from point to point. They are likely to have a good general understanding of the topic or have hit upon a specific area of expertise that they can describe with confidence and appropriate technical detail. They will demonstrate the same technical understanding as in 9MT0/03 but will also be able to manage their time so that they complete most elements of the paper to a high standard. There may be one or two gaps in their knowledge on some of the most challenging questions.

	Grade A
Borderline students
	· Borderline grade A students often show a particular flair in one or two components of the qualification which compensate for one weaker component. They are likely to demonstrate all the attributes listed in the ‘most secure grade A’ box in at least one area, but have a component with which they are less confident or proficient. The following is a description of the candidate who performs more or less equally across all areas, so a best-fit approach must be taken.
· Their recorded work is of a high standard, with only very minor technical weaknesses. They will have met all the specification requirements in terms of track choice, length and number of instruments. They will have used effects and processing well, adding to the music, but may overuse one or two production techniques; this is balanced by good work in most other areas.
· Their compositions may fall into the category of work that is thorough and praiseworthy and demonstrate great effort but doesn’t quite have a spark of genuine flair; or it may have flair in several areas but hasn’t quite been polished to its maximum potential. The piece will have a clear structure and a sense of direction with good use of music technology and synthesis.
· Their listening skills are very good, and they demonstrate the ability to analyse and deconstruct recordings with a good level of detail and accuracy (particularly in paper 9MT0/03, questions 5 and 6). Candidates at this level are likely to have responded very well to some questions but may have performed less well in perhaps surprising areas or questions. They will evaluate and compare recordings, but may also ‘max out’ on creditworthy points for AO3 and miss out on some of the available AO4 marks. Their writing will include accurate use of musical vocabulary giving the impression that they have practical experience of many of the things they are discussing.
· In 9MT0/04, candidates at this level will generally do well in question 5, but may have dropped some marks in q5 and 6 that they have made up for in other parts of the paper. They will have given a detailed response to question 6, probably structuring their answer coherently without jumping from point to point. They are likely to have a good general understanding of the topic or have hit upon a specific area of expertise that they can describe with confidence and appropriate technical detail. They will demonstrate the same technical understanding as in 9MT0/03 but there may be one or two gaps in their knowledge which is evident in some responses. Candidates at this level often perform very well indeed in the audio tasks and less well in the written tasks or vice versa, showing that their time was not managed as well as it could have been, but simultaneously demonstrating considerable skill and knowledge.





A level Music Technology - Grade C Characteristics
	Grade C
Most secure students
	· C grade candidates of all three levels described here are often those who have a real strength in one area and a weakness in another. Often, they are candidates who have a deep interest in the practical aspects of the subject but are less gifted in their ability to express their knowledge in written form. As such, candidates at this level may have practical work that is genuinely A grade standard, but their written work is much weaker. This will be easiest to judge in unit 9MT0/04 where both aspects are tested under exam conditions. The following descriptors are for candidates who perform more evenly across all components at this level, but this is not necessarily the norm, so a best-fit approach must be taken.
· Their recorded work is of a good standard, with some minor technical weaknesses. They will have met all the specification requirements in terms of track choice, length and number of instruments. They will have used effects and processing well in general, but may have overused one or two production techniques taking some of the polish off the recording. Or they have not met all the specification requirements, but have recorded work that is of a similar quality to a borderline or secure A grade candidate.
· Their compositions will have significant musical merit but will lack some of the natural flair of the A grade candidate. There will be good ideas that have some development, and the piece will have a clear and appropriate structure. There may be an overuse of one good idea or some excessive repetition in one element, but the piece holds together very well and is a successful musical experience.
· Their listening skills are good, and they can analyse recordings with some detail and technical accuracy. Candidates at this level are likely to have responded to all or nearly all the questions, including the more challenging questions, with a good level of success. They may have missed the last available mark in some 3- and 4-mark questions due to repetition / alternate wording of a creditworthy point or missing the mark that was aimed at A grade candidates. Their writing will include accurate use of musical and technical vocabulary, and they demonstrate clear knowledge of the subject although they may not articulate it perfectly.
· In 9MT0/04, candidates at this level will generally do well in question 5 or 6, but rarely both, however they may have paid particular attention to some specific areas of the paper and skewed their marks accordingly. They often give a thorough response to question 6, with good vocabulary, demonstrating understanding of the topic. They will demonstrate the same technical understanding as in 9MT0/03 but there will be a few gaps in their knowledge evident in some responses. Candidates at this level often perform well in the audio tasks and less well at some of the technical written questions such as the graphs or vice versa.

	Grade C 
Secure students
	· At this level, candidates’ recorded work is of a good standard, with several minor technical weaknesses. They will have met all the specification requirements in terms of track choice, length and number of instruments. They will have used effects and processing well in general, but have overused one or two production techniques taking some of the polish off the recording. Or they have not met all the specification requirements, but have recorded work that is of a similar quality to a borderline A grade candidate.
· Their compositions will have significant musical merit but will lack some of the natural flair of the A grade candidate. There will be good ideas that have some development, and the piece will have a clear structure. They will have made good use of one or two of the ‘create and edit sounds’ criteria, but not all. There may be an overuse of one good idea or some excessive repetition in one element, but the piece holds together well as a musical experience.
· Their listening skills are good, and they can analyse recordings with some detail and technical accuracy. Candidates at this level are likely to have responded to all or nearly all the questions, including the more challenging questions, with a good level of success. They will have missed the last available mark in some 3- and 4-mark questions due to repetition / alternate wording of a creditworthy point or missing the mark that was aimed at A grade candidates. Their writing will include accurate use of musical vocabulary and they demonstrate clear knowledge of the subject although they may not articulate it perfectly. At this level, candidates will often gain many of the available marks for AO3 but miss out on some AO4 marks due to limited evaluation and / or comparison, despite the ability to hear good detail in the production.
· In 9MT0/04, candidates at this level will generally do well in question 5 or 6, but rarely both, however they may have paid particular attention to some specific areas of the paper and skewed their marks accordingly. Their response to question 6 is often truncated due to time management issues or has detail in some areas but not others, hence accessing part, but not all of the available marks. They will demonstrate the same technical understanding as in 9MT0/03 but there will be a few gaps in their knowledge evident in some responses. Candidates at this level often perform well in the audio tasks and less well at some of the technical written questions such as the graphs or vice versa.

	Grade C
Borderline students
	· At this level, candidates most often have a very varied response across the different components of the qualification. One component, most likely recording, will be significantly stronger than other components, skewing the grade overall; you may find it harder to arrive at a holistic grade for these types of student. Again, the following is a description of the work received from candidates who have had a more even performance across the different components, but this is more the exception than the rule.
· Candidates’ recorded work has many good points, but some areas of technical misjudgements detract a little from the overall effect. They will have met all the specification requirements in terms of track choice, length and number of instruments. They will have used effects and processing well in general, but have overused or misused one or two production techniques in a few instruments; and/or some instruments may lack processing to help them sit in the mix. Or they have not met all the specification requirements, but have recorded work that is of a similar quality to a borderline A grade candidate.
· Their compositions will have musical merit but will lack natural flair. There will be good ideas, but these may not be developed. The piece may lack structure, and feel that it needs a little extra drive or direction. They will have made good use of one or two of the ‘create and edit sounds’ criteria, but at least one will be less successful or absent. There may be an overuse of one good idea or some excessive repetition in one or two elements, but the piece holds together well as a musical experience.
· Their listening skills show some promise and they can analyse recordings with some detail and technical accuracy. Candidates at this level are likely to have responded to all or nearly all the questions, including the more challenging questions, and will have used some good technical vocabulary in some questions. It is likely that they have some areas of expertise, but some gaps in their knowledge that may be evident by misuse of some technical vocabulary, but only in specific areas. They will have missed the last available mark in some 3- and 4-mark questions due to repetition / alternate wording of a creditworthy point or missing the mark that was aimed at A grade candidates. They may understand some complex technical points but articulate their understanding in a clumsy fashion. At this level, candidates will often gain many of the available marks for AO3 but miss out on some AO4 marks due to limited evaluation and / or comparison, despite the ability to hear good detail in the production.
· In 9MT0/04, candidates at this level will generally do well in question 5 or 6, but rarely both, however they may have paid particular attention to some specific areas of the paper and skewed their marks accordingly. Their response to question 6 is often truncated due to time management issues or has detail in some areas but not others, hence accessing part, but not all of the available marks. They will demonstrate the same technical understanding as in 9MT0/03 but there will be a few gaps in their knowledge evident in some responses. Candidates at this level often perform well in the audio tasks and less well at some of the technical written questions such as the graphs or vice versa.


Support 
We understand it is an uncertain time for you and your students at the moment. Our overriding aim this summer, as with any exam series, is to make sure that every learner receives a grade or award that reflects their knowledge and understanding of the subject they have studied. 

We are eager to make sure that you have all the necessary information and support that you need during this time
· there is a large range of support available via the subject pages on our website (including exam papers and NEA with commentaries and marks)
· we will be providing guidance on rank ordering your students shortly
· you can contact us via our Ask the Expert Service
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