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Introduction
As last year, candidates were well-prepared by centres for the special focus question, more 
so for Soul than for Indie Rock, however. 

It must be reiterated that many candidates’ answers were overly long - particularly for 
question 5(f) - gaining full marks in the first few sentences and then writing on additional 
sheets. Centres are asked to advise candidates to write only in the space provided.

Most candidates chose to focus on Suede and The Stone Roses, with very few choosing 
Pixies; of those that did, very few showed any real knowledge of the band.

Candidates should also read the question carefully; if they are asked to discuss use of 
dynamic processing, they should not refer to reverb or EQ.
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Question 1 (c)

This was generally well answered, although many candidates clearly had no idea that 
this 1971 recording was made on analogue equipment; this meant that 1(c) was often 
badly answered with reference to samples and software packages. Likewise, the term re-
mastering was taken by many candidates to mean re-mixing, which led to many incorrect 
answers concerning the application of FX and compression to individual tracks and to 
individual tracks’ relative levels in the mix.

This candidate scored both marks for their response.

Examiner Comments
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Question 2

This question proved quite straightforward for the more able candidate but had a couple of 
stumbling blocks. 

Question 2 (d)

Question 2(d) was quite often answered incorrectly, despite the first two answers being only 
a tone away from the preceding note. 

This response was awarded full marks.

Examiner Comments

This response was awarded 2 marks.

Examiner Comments
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Question 2 (e)

Likewise, 2(e) had some rather vague answers from those candidates with less knowledge 
of recording. Compressor mics were less noticeable this year. When asked for a distance, 
candidates should be reminded that close, near, and other vague descriptions will not gain a 
mark.

This response scored 3 out of 4 marks.

Examiner Comments
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Question 3 

This was generally fairly well answered by most candidates, with the exception of; (d), 
where many students gave responses which didn’t exist in the period; (f), where less able 
candidates seemed not to understand what was meant by ambience and (g) where many 
candidates lost a mark by talking about the lyrical content, which was not asked for in the 
question. 

Question 3 (g)

Many candidates lost a mark here by talking about the lyrical content, which was not asked 
for in the question.

This candidate scored full marks for this question.

Examiner Comments
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Question 4

A large number of candidates could not identify the major key of the track in 4(a). 

Question 4 (d)

The responses to 4(d) were often concerned with individual tracks rather than the whole 
mix; references to pumping were rare.

This response was awarded 1 out of the 2 possible marks.

Examiner Comments
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Question 5

As noted in the general comments, most candidates scored well here, particularly in (a) and 
(f), demonstrating that candidates had a sound understanding of the genre, its development 
and relevant artists. 

Question 5 (c)

5(c) proved more problematic in that responses often referred to recording rather than 
mixing, as specified in the question. Also, the explanation was often vague or did not relate 
to the technique.

2 out of 4 marks scored here.

Examiner Comments

Again, 2 out of 4 scored.

Examiner Comments
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Question 6

This question proved problematic for many candidates. 6(a) saw many responses of the 
vague, ‘they use the same line-up’, or ‘the lyrics are like Morrissey’ variety. 

Question 6 (a)

This candidate scored 1 mark.

Examiner Comments

This candidate scored 2 marks.

Examiner Comments
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Question 6 (b)

Very few candidates knew that a tonic pedal was used in the guitar part for 6(b). 

A good response by this candidate.

Examiner Comments
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Question 6 (c)

This response was awarded 1 mark.

Examiner Comments

This response was awarded 2 marks.

Examiner Comments
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Question 6 (d)

6(d) was unsuccessfully answered by many candidates who seemed to have little 
appreciation of the difference between overdubbing and double-tracking. Again, candidates 
should be reminded that, if asked for a timing reference, the answer should contain figures 
rather than a description. 

This candidate scored 4 marks.

Examiner Comments
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This candidate scored 2 marks.

Examiner Comments
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Question 6 (g)

6(g) was generally poorly answered, if at all (many candidates did not complete the paper, 
mostly through giving too full an answer in 5(f), one suspects). For Pixies, the answers were 
vague or often plain wrong (Pixies were often from Manchester). Little mention was made of 
Suede’s re-styling of glam or of The Stone Roses’ psychedelic and house music pedigree
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This candidate scored 4 marks.

Examiner Comments
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This candidate scored 3 marks.

Examiner Comments
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Grade Boundaries
Grade boundaries for this, and all other papers, can be found on the website on this 
link:

http://www.edexcel.com/iwantto/Pages/grade-boundaries.aspx
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