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Calculator Guidance
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Types of Marks

The Edexcel Mathematics mark schemes use the following types of marks.

• M marks: method marks are awarded for ‘knowing a method and attempting to apply it’, unless otherwise 

indicated.

• A marks: accuracy marks can only be awarded if the relevant method (M) marks have been earned.

• B marks are unconditional accuracy marks (independent of M marks)

Marks should not be subdivided.
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Mark Scheme Notes

These are some of the traditional marking abbreviations that will appear in the mark schemes.

• bod – benefit of doubt

• ft – follow through

• the symbol     will be used for correct ft

• cao – correct answer only 

• cso – correct solution only. There must be no errors in this part of the question to obtain this mark.

• isw – ignore subsequent working

• awrt – answers which round to
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Mark Scheme Notes

• SC: special case

• oe – or equivalent (and appropriate)

• dep – dependent

• indep – independent

• dp decimal places

• sf significant figures

•  The answer is printed on the paper

• The second mark is dependent on gaining the first mark
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Mark Scheme Notes

• For misreading which does not alter the character of a question or materially simplify it, deduct two from any A or 

B marks gained, in that part of the question affected.

• Where a candidate has made multiple responses and indicates which response they wish to submit, examiners 

should mark this response. If there are several attempts at a question which have not been crossed out, 

examiners should mark the final answer which is the answer that is the most complete. 

• Ignore wrong working or incorrect statements following a correct answer.

• Mark schemes will firstly show the solution judged to be the most common response expected from candidates. 

Where appropriate, alternatives answers are provided in the notes. If examiners are not sure if an answer is 

acceptable, they will check the mark scheme to see if an alternative answer is given for the method used.
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Mark Scheme Notes



Marking guidance: Pure
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Mark Scheme Notes
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Mark Scheme Notes
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Let’s have a go!
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AS Level Maths 2020 Paper 1 Qu 6
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A Level Maths 2022 Paper 1 Qu 1
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A Level Maths 2022 Paper 1 Qu 5

Many went to a great deal of effort to solve the simultaneous 

equations using algebraic methods, whereas some just put the 

equations into a calculator and wrote down the values of the 

constants a and b.
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A Level Maths 2022 Paper 1 Qu 6
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A Level Maths 2022 Paper 1 Qu 10
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A Level Maths 2022 Paper 1 Qu 10
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A Level Maths 2022 Paper 1 Qu 10
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A Level Maths 2022 Paper 1 Qu 10
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A Level Maths 2022 Paper 1 Qu 11
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A Level Maths 2022 Paper 2 Qu 1
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A Level Maths 2022 Paper 2 Qu 1
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A Level Maths 2022 Paper 2 Qu 1
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A Level Maths 2022 Paper 2 Qu 12
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A Level Maths 2022 Paper 2 Qu 12
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A Level Maths 2022 Paper 2 Qu 12
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A Level Maths 2022 Paper 2 Qu 15
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A Level Maths 2022 Paper 2 Qu 15
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A Level Maths 2022 Paper 2 Qu 15
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A Level Maths 2022 Paper 2 Qu 15
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A Level Maths 2022 Paper 2 Qu 15



Marking guidance: Statistics
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A Level Maths (Statistics) 2022 Qu 2
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A Level Maths (Statistics) 2022 Qu 2

P(7.94 8.09) 0.8490...L  =
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A Level Maths (Statistics) 2022 Qu 2
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A Level Maths (Statistics) 2022 Qu 2
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A Level Maths (Statistics) 2022 Qu 2
Transposed 0.452
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A Level Maths (Statistics) 2022 Qu 2

NB The candidate’s error in part (a) and failure to use a standard deviation of 0.05 has led to the loss of another 4 

marks in parts (b) and (c). 

Examiners will sometimes apply a misread rule if a student has misread a question and the error does not make the 

question much simpler. 

The examiners did not apply that rule here because it made a nonsense of the context. Students who had engaged 

with the context should realise that the proportion of rods sold for scrap was clearly too high and this should have 

caused them to check the value of the standard deviation given in the question.
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A Level Maths (Statistics) 2022 Qu 6
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A Level Maths (Statistics) 2022 Qu 6
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A Level Maths (Statistics) 2022 Qu 6
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A Level Maths (Statistics) 2022 Qu 6



Marking guidance: Mechanics
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Mark Scheme Notes

• Any numerical answer which comes from use of g = 9.8 should be given to 2 or 3 SF.

• Use of g = 9.81 should be penalised once per (complete) question.

• N.B. Over-accuracy or under-accuracy of correct answers should only be penalised once per complete question. 

However, premature approximation should be penalised every time it occurs.

• Marks must be entered in the same order as they appear on the mark scheme.

• In all cases, if the candidate clearly labels their working under a particular part of a question i.e. (a) or (b) 

or (c),……then that working can only score marks for that part of the question.

• Accept column vectors in all cases.

• Misreads – if a misread does not alter the character of a question or materially simplify it, deduct two from any A 

or B marks gained, bearing in mind that after a misread, the subsequent A marks affected are treated as A ft
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Mark Scheme Notes

Mechanics Abbreviations

• M(A) Taking moments about A.

• N2L Newton’s Second Law (Equation of Motion)

• NEL Newton’s Experimental Law (Newton’s Law of Impact)

• HL Hooke’s Law

• SHM Simple harmonic motion

• PCLM Principle of conservation of linear momentum

• RHS, LHS Right hand side, left hand side.



50© Pearson Education 2023

Mark Scheme Notes

• Rules for M marks: correct no. of terms; dimensionally correct; all terms that need resolving (i.e. multiplied by cos

or sin) are resolved.

• Omission or extra g in a resolution is an accuracy error not method error.

• Omission of mass from a resolution is a method error.

• Omission of a length from a moments equation is a method error.

• Omission of units or incorrect units is not (usually) counted as an accuracy error.

• DM indicates a dependent method mark  i.e. one that can only be awarded if a previous specified method mark 

has been awarded



51© Pearson Education 2023

A Level Maths (Mechanics) 2022 Qu 4
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A Level Maths (Mechanics) 2022 Qu 4
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A Level Maths (Mechanics) 2022 Qu 4
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A Level Maths (Mechanics) 2022 Qu 4
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A Level Maths (Mechanics) 2022 Qu 4
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A Level Maths (Mechanics) 2022 Qu 4
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A Level Maths (Mechanics) 2022 Qu 4



58© Pearson Education 2023

A Level Maths (Mechanics) 2022 Qu 5
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Link

https://youtu.be/__G7ugI4Wqk
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Resources

https://mathsemporium.com/mathematics-emporium/

https://mathsemporium.com/mathematics-emporium/
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Resources
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Resources
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Resources



66© Pearson Education 2023

Exemplars  - Link

https://mathsemporium.com/category/gce-as-a-level-mathematics/07-examiner-reports-and-exemplars-gce-as-a-level-mathematics/06-gce-2017-june-2022/


67© Pearson Education 2023



68© Pearson Education 2023



69© Pearson Education 2023



70© Pearson Education 2023

Find out more

For more courses see our Pearson Professional Development Academy.

https://pdacademy.pearson.com/



