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Introduction 
General Examiner Comments 

The exemplification that follows is designed to show the key features of the 
generic mark schemes and what distinguishes the qualities of one level from 
another. These examples are taken from different options. Additionally, the 
Paper-specific principal examiner reports contain examples. 

Assessment Objective 2 tests the ability to analyse and evaluate source material 
which is primary and/or contemporary to the period within its historical context. 
It is examined in Section A of Paper 2, the depth study, and in Section A of 
Paper 3. In Paper 2, from which this exemplification is taken, candidates are 
presented with two sources of roughly 400 words in total with the requirement 
that they be used ‘together’ in the evaluation of their usefulness for the enquiry 
in the question.  

Bullet Point 1 in the generic mark scheme requires the accurate comprehension 
and analysis of the sources in order to draw inferences from them singly and 
together. In stronger responses, inferences will be supported by reasoning, not 
simply by reference to phrases, words or ideas in a source. The sources should 
also be used in combination at some point in the response – stronger answers 
will go beyond simple comment on surface features in the two sources and will 
consider how the utility is affected when the sources are taken together.  

Bullet Point 2 in the generic mark scheme demands knowledge of the historical 
context to explain the meaning or implications of source contents and/or discuss 
the limitations of what can be gained from the content of the source material. 
The use of ‘and/or’ indicates that there is not a requirement to examine 
limitations unless they are relevant; knowledge can be used to affirm accuracy 
of content as well as to consider issues of typicality, etc., and no source can be 
expected to be comprehensive. The highest level in the mark scheme expects 
‘secure understanding of the need to interpret source material in the context’. 
This could involve considering the implications of the authors’ attitudes, priorities 
or intentions for the utility of the content, or considering what the source can 
reveal about contemporary concerns. Students are expected to show ‘awareness 
of the values and concerns of the society from which the material is drawn’, as 
the level descriptors indicate, at the highest level. Answers that simply add 
knowledge without direct reference to the source material are not strengthened, 
since there is no AO1 reward in the mark scheme. 

Bullet Point 3 of the mark scheme relates to evaluation; it rewards the giving of 
weight to evidence by taking into account the implications of the nature and 
purpose of a source and its context in order to consider how much it can 
contribute to the stated enquiry. Weaker responses receive credit for valid 
comment on provenance, but the higher levels require such considerations to be 
applied to the source contents. The qualities in the highest level descriptor 
expect that: ‘Evaluation takes into account the weight the evidence will bear as 
part of coming to a judgement and, where appropriate, distinguishes between 
the degree of certainty with which aspects of it can be used as the basis for 
claims.’    



 

 
3  

When coming to a mark, examiners place the response into a level for each of 
the three Bullet Points, making a judgement as to how securely it meets the 
qualities outlined in the generic mark scheme. Should it meet each of the criteria 
in a single level, the mark awarded will be at the top of that level. Should it 
meet the criteria for one or more of the Bullet Points less convincingly, the mark 
will be adjusted downwards in the mark band for that level. However, it is 
common for responses to meet different levels for each or some of the Bullet 
Points. In such cases, examiners apply the ‘best fit’ approach adjusting the mark 
according to the balance between the levels attained and how strongly the 
response meets the criteria for each bullet point. 

  



 

 
4  

Generic Mark Scheme 9HI02 AO2 
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Example 1 (from 9HI0 2B) 

Question 2: How far could the historian make use of Sources 3 and 4 together 
to investigate the extent of Philip II’s responsibility for the outbreak of the Dutch 
Revolt in 1566? 

Study Sources 3 and 4 in the Sources Booklet before you answer this question. 

Explain your answer using both sources, the information given about them and 
your own knowledge of the historical context. 
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Student response to question 2 from 9HI0 2B:  

 

 
 
 
Here the candidate is simply 
paraphrasing the 
information given on the 
sources in the examination 
booklet. 

 

 

 

 

 

 
In this paragraph, there is 
surface level comprehension 
of the source material, 
without analysis, in the 
form of paraphrasing of the 
source content and direct 
quotation. 
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This paragraph refers to 
Source 4 rather than Source 
3. 

 

Again, the candidate is 
demonstrating surface level 
comprehension of the source 
material. There is the hint of 
an inference being drawn in 
the phrase ‘decisions he made 
were not his own’ but this is 
not developed. 

 

 

 

 

 

 
 
 
Here the candidate does make a 
valid inference from the source 
material with reference to the 
King’s ‘superior attitude’ but 
this is not developed. 

 

Examiner comments 
 
This response was awarded level 1 

This is a weak response. Though there is an undeveloped inference relevant to 
the question, which demonstrates some understanding of the source material 
and merits a Level Two mark for Bullet Point 1 in the generic mark scheme, 
this is undeveloped. There is no relevant contextual knowledge applied to the 
sources and no attempt to examine their reliability or utility in coming to a 
judgement.  
 
As a result, there was no rewardable material for both Bullet Points 2 and 3 
and they were marked below baseline. This resulted in a mid L1 mark overall. 
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Example 2 (from 9HI0 2F) 

Question 1: How far could the historian make use of Sources 1 and 2 together 
to investigate the problems facing the Second Round Table Conference? 

Study Sources 1 and 2 in the Sources Booklet before you answer this question. 

Explain your answer using both sources, the information given about them and 
your own knowledge of the historical context. 
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Student response to question 1 from 9HI0 2F:  

 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
Here, the candidate 
attempts to comment on 
the utility of the source 
with a reference to Attlee’s 
position but the judgement 
is based on the 
questionable assumption 
that he is attempting to 
save his job. 
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This is a valid inference 
(Gandhi was ‘distrustful’ of 
the Muslims) supported by 
a quotation from the source 
(‘the Muslims would only 
ask for more later’) but the 
point is undeveloped.  
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Here the candidate does add 
some relevant contextual 
knowledge, linked to the 
content of the source. 

 
 

Examiner Comments 
 
This response was awarded level 2 

A serious weakness of this response is that it hardly addresses itself to the 
point of the question, the ‘problems facing the Second Round Table 
Conference’, and where it does, these problems are largely unexplained and 
undeveloped. However, there is an undeveloped inference placing it in Level 2 
for the first Bullet Point in the generic mark scheme. Similarly, there is some 
contextual knowledge used to confirm matters of detail in the sources and 
finally, a limited attempt to evaluate the source material by noting aspects of 
their provenance, both characteristics of Level 2 in the remaining Bullet Points.  
 
As a result, it was placed overall in high Level 2. 
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Example 3 (from 9HI0 2H) 

Question 1: How far could the historian make use of Sources 1 and 2 together 
to investigate Ku Klux Klan influence on American society in the 1920s? 

Study Sources 1 and 2 in the Sources Booklet before you answer this question. 

Explain your answer using both sources, the information given about them and 
your own knowledge of the historical context. 
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Student response to question 1 from 9HI0 2H:  

 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
Here, the candidate 
shows awareness of the 
need to use the sources 
together in their 
examination of the 
evidence. 

 

 

 

 

 
This passage 
demonstrates some 
analysis by selecting a 
key point relevant to the 
question (greater 
discrimination against 
minorities being an effect 
of the Klan’s actions) and 
supporting it with 
reference to the source 
material. 
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Some contextual 
knowledge is used to 
expand on the Klan’s 
influence here but it is not 
used to support an 
inference from the source 
– this indicates a L2 for 
Bullet Point 3 in the 
generic mark scheme 
rather than a L3.  

 

 

 

 

 

 
 
Here the candidate 
attempts to examine the 
utility of Source 1 for the 
enquiry though it is based 
upon rather simple 
reasoning. 
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Likewise, the candidate 
attempts to address the 
reliability of Source 2 to the 
enquiry. Some comments are 
again based on questionable 
assumptions. 

 

 
 
 
This part of the response is 
stronger. The candidate 
makes a supported inference 
from the sources that the 
size of the Klan’s 
membership indicates that it 
is likely to have had influence 
on American society. There is 
also a clear attempt to use 
them together as the 
question demands. 
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Though this knowledge 
is accurate, it is not 
directly relevant to the 
sources or the enquiry. 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 
 
There is some attempt to 
come to a judgement 
here but it is not 
convincingly addressed 
to the utility of the 
sources to this specific 
enquiry. 

 

Examiner Comments 

This response was awarded level 3. 

This response does address itself to utility for an enquiry into the influence of 
the Ku Klux Klan on American society in the 1920s. It demonstrates 
understanding of the sources by selecting relevant material from them to 
support valid inferences and also makes some attempt to use them together. 
Therefore, it was awarded a L3 for the first Bullet Point in the generic mark 
scheme.  

However, it is less convincing in relation to the other Bullet Points. Though 
contextual knowledge is included, it is not utilised to support inferences and 
while an attempt is made to address the reliability of both sources, its 
judgements are based on questionable assumptions and the evaluation of the 
source material has only limited support. For Bullet Points 2 and 3 therefore, 
the response remained in L2.   
 
A best-fit judgment placed the answer overall into L3. 
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Example 4 (from 9HI0 2A) 

Question 1: How far could the historian make use of Sources 1 and 2 together 
to investigate the seriousness of the rising against Tostig Godwinson in 1065? 

Study Sources 1 and 2 in the Sources Booklet before you answer this question. 

Explain your answer using both sources, the information given about them and 
your own knowledge of the historical context. 
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Student response to question 1 from 9HI0 2A:  

 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
In its opening paragraph, this 
response demonstrates 
understanding of the 
strengths and weaknesses of 
the two sources, as well as 
the need to use them 
together 
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Here, the candidate examines 
closely the evidence of Source 
1 for the enquiry and rightly 
infers that the source 
indicates the ‘scope’ of the 
rebellion and that that it was 
so serious that ‘the stability of 
England was at stake’. These 
reasoned inferences are 
developed with the use of 
relevant contextual 
knowledge regarding Tostig’s 
‘brutal tactics’ and the 
reasons behind King Edward’s 
response to it. 
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Here a reasoned 
inference is drawn by 
inferring from the 
language of Source 2 
that it seeks to 
‘downplay’ the 
seriousness of the 
revolt. This satisfies 
the criteria for L4 in 
Bullet Point 1 in that it 
distinguishes between 
information and claim 
or opinion 

 
 
 
 
This then develops 
into a consideration of 
the reliability of 
Source 2 given its 
origins. 

Again, valid 
contextual knowledge 
is added in 
consideration of the 
source’s claims. 
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Again, 
reasoning from 
the source 
material, the 
candidate 
makes further 
inferences on 
the seriousness 
of the rebellion. 

 

 

 

 

 

Here the 
candidate 
makes use of 
their knowledge 
of later events 
to comment on 
the limitations 
of the evidence. 
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Lastly, there is a sound 
attempt to weigh the 
evidence of the two sources 
for this specific enquiry by 
examining their strengths 
and weaknesses as part of 
coming to a judgement. This 
helps satisfy the L4 criteria 
for Bullet Point 3 

 

Examiner comments 

This response was awarded level 4 

This is a high Level 4 answer. From the start, the candidate demonstrates a 
good understanding of the two sources, making reasoned inferences from 
them which are linked directly to the enquiry in the question. These inferences 
are then developed with the use of relevant contextual knowledge which is 
also deployed to consider the possible limitations of the evidence that can be 
gained from the sources.  
 
In coming to a judgement about the utility of the sources to the enquiry, the 
weight of the evidence is taken into account. Lastly, the sources are used 
together on several occasions during the response.  
 
It was awarded a L4 for each of the 3 Bullet Points of the generic mark 
scheme. 
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Example 5 (from 9HI0 2C) 
 

Question 1: How far could the historian make use of Sources 1 and 2 together 
to investigate the extent of the Directory’s success? 

Study Sources 1 and 2 in the Sources Booklet before you answer this question. 

Explain your answer using both sources, the information given about them and 
your own knowledge of the historical context. 
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Student response to question 1 from 9HI0 2C:  

 

 
 
 
 
 
The candidate shows 
both understanding of 
the sources and 
awareness of the need 
to use them together. 
 
 
 
 
 
 
Here the candidate 
begins to examine the 
evidence of Source 1, 
making reasoned 
inferences and 
supporting them with 
knowledge of the 
historical context. 
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The use of 
contextual 
knowledge is not 
extensive here but 
is sufficient. It is 
used skillfully to 
consider the 
weight of the 
evidence of 
Source 1. 

 

 

 

 

 

 

The continued 
examination of the 
evidence of 
Source 1 
demonstrates the 
quality of 
‘interrogation’ 
referred to in 
Bullet Point 1, 
Level 5. 
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Consideration of 
the utility of 
Source 2 to the 
enquiry is here 
followed by the 
use of the sources 
together.  

 

Again, 
discrimination in 
the use of 
evidence is 
apparent as 
contextual 
knowledge is 
deployed to 
examine the 
limitations of the 
evidence. 

 

Here the 
candidate moves 
on from the 
success of the 
Directory in 
financial matters 
to its record 
constitutionally. 
The sources are 
again used 
together, 
confidently and 
critically, and 
there is, once 
more, a very good 
use of contextual 
knowledge. 
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The answer begins to 
divert here into 
cross-referencing for 
judgment on ‘the 
extent of the 
Directory's success’, 
rather than keeping 
the focus on source 
utility. 

 

 

 

In coming to a 
judgement, the 
candidate again 
refers to the 
weight of evidence 
of the sources for 
this specific 
enquiry. However, 
the evaluation 
lacks some 
conviction and is 
weakly 
substantiated. 
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Examiner comment 
 
This response was awarded level 5. 
 
In both Bullet Points 1 and 2 of the generic mark scheme, this response merits 
a L5. There is a real attempt by the candidate to interrogate the evidence of 
the sources which are throughout subjected to critical analysis in the light of a 
wider contextual knowledge. Indeed, the candidate’s use of their own 
knowledge of the Directory is a real strength of this answer – though it is not 
extensively applied, it is well-selected and clearly used to illustrate and 
evaluate the claims and evidence deployed in the sources and to highlight 
their limitations.  
 
With regard to Bullet Point 3 of the generic mark scheme however, the 
response is not quite so impressive. Valid comments on the utility of the 
sources are made, with regard to accuracy, purpose and origin but these 
criteria were not fully applied in coming to judgement.  
 
As a result, it remained in L4 for this aspect. Nevertheless, a best-fit judgment 
placed the answer in mid L5 overall. 

 




