Progression in assessment from the new Edexcel GCSE (9-1)* to A level
The mark schemes for the new Edexcel History GCSE* and the new Edexcel History AS/A level have descriptions of performance
separated into ‘traits’, with progress for individual traits building across the levels. Here we show how the mark schemes for AO1
and AO2 at GCSE build into the AO1 mark scheme for AS and A level.

GCSE AO1/2 16-mark level descriptors
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AS and A level AO1 descriptors
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• A simple or generalised answer is given, lacking development
and organisation.
• Limited knowledge and understanding of the topic is shown.
• The overall judgement is missing or asserted.

At AS and A level,
there is a single
combined AO1.
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• Simple or generalised statements are made about the topic.
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DRAFT

The descriptors for Levels
1-4 are the same for AS
and A level.
Level 5 is at A level only.
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Level 1

• Some accurate and relevant knowledge is included, but it
lacks range and depth and does not directly address the
question.
• The overall judgement is missing or asserted.

• Accurate and relevant information is included, showing some
knowledge and understanding of the period.
• The overall judgement is given but its justification is asserted
or insecure.

Level 2

• Mostly accurate and relevant knowledge is included, but
lacks range or depth and has only implicit links to the
demands and conceptual focus of the question.
• An overall judgement is given but with limited substantiation
and the criteria for judgement are left implicit.
• There is some analysis of, and attempt to explain links
between, the relevant key features of the period and the
question, although descriptive passages may be included.
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• An explanation is given, showing some analysis, which is
mainly directed at the conceptual focus of the question. It
shows a line of reasoning that is generally sustained, although
some passages may lack coherence and organisation.

• There is limited analysis of some key features of the period
relevant to the question, but descriptive passages are
included that are not clearly shown to relate to the focus of
the question.
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• An explanation is given showing limited analysis and with
implicit links to the conceptual focus of the question. It shows
some development and organisation of material, but a line of
reasoning is not sustained.

• Accurate and relevant information is included, showing good
knowledge and understanding of the required features or
characteristics of the period studied.

Level 3

• The overall judgement is given with some justification, but
some criteria selected for the required judgement are left
implicit or not validly applied.

• An analytical explanation is given which is directed
consistently at the conceptual focus of the question, showing
a line of reasoning that is coherent, sustained and logically
structured.
• Accurate and relevant information is precisely selected
to address the question directly, showing wide-ranging
knowledge and understanding of the required features or
characteristics of the period studied.

• Key issues relevant to the question are explored by an
analysis of the relationships between key features of the
period, although treatment of issues may be uneven.

Level 4

D

• Sufficient knowledge is deployed to demonstrate
understanding of the demands and conceptual focus of the
question and to meet most of its demands.
• Valid criteria by which the question can be judged are
established and applied in the process of coming to a
judgement. Although some of the evaluations may be only
partly substantiated, the overall judgement is supported.

• Criteria for the required judgement are justified and applied in
the process of reaching the overall judgement.

For AO2, the first trait identifies
the qualities relevant to
explanation and analysis of
second-order concepts.
The third trait relates to
evaluation and judgement.

• Mostly accurate and relevant knowledge is included to
demonstrate some understanding of the demands and
conceptual focus of the question, but material lacks range or
depth.
• Attempts are made to establish criteria for judgement and
to relate the overall judgement to them, although with weak
substantiation.
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At GCSE, the separation of AO1 and
AO2 is reflected in the traits.
The white traces the progression in
AO1, red and green in AO2.

• Key issues relevant to the question are explored by a
sustained analysis of the relationships between key features
of the period.

Level 5
The first trait traces progression
in the analysis of key features
of the period in relation to
the conceptual focus of the
question (cause, change, etc.).

• Sufficient knowledge is deployed to demonstrate
understanding of the demands and conceptual focus of the
question, and to respond fully to its demands.
• Valid criteria by which the question can be judged are
established and applied and their relative significance
evaluated in the process of reaching and substantiating the
overall judgement.

The third trait traces
progression in substantiated
evaluation and judgement.

The second trait traces
progression in selection and
deployment of knowledge.

In the new GCSE, marks for spelling, punctuation and grammar are awarded separately.
For A level, there is also a fourth trait relating to organisation and communication of argument, not shown in this table.
* Please note: this information is based on our draft GCSE specification, which is currently subject to accreditation by Ofqual.

Any questions? If you’d like to talk to us about your content options for GCSE or A level, or both, please get in touch:

0844 576 0034

TeachingHistory@pearson.com

