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Introduction
Centres and candidates are to be congratulated for their performance this examination 
series, as examiners reported that the majority of candidates understood the essential 
requirements of the Unit 2 examination with the different focus of the two parts of the 
question. There was a wide range of responses seen across the mark range.

At the highest levels of attainment, there was impressive work. 

However, it is again disappointing to note that there was a significant minority of candidates 
seen in this series who performed poorly, both in terms of their skills set and their 
knowledge base.

In part (a), many candidates understand the language of cross referencing, but did not 
actually engage fully in the processes of cross referencing, merely asserting agreement or 
disagreement between sources without explaining its basis. There seemed to be an increase 
this series in this kind of approach, making it very hard for candidates to move beyond 
level 2 even where they clearly understand the issues raised by the sources. Also this 
series, there appeared to be a number of candidates who were using their own knowledge 
to develop points raised in the content of the sources in this question. There is no credit 
for this in part (a) and these candidates waste time that would be better spent developing 
those aspects of the answer that do gain credit – cross referencing, a consideration of 
provenance linked to the arguments and judgements. 

In part (b), it was again disappointing to note that a significant minority of candidates 
relied very heavily on the material in the sources, which was not always fully understood. 
In some cases, there was no evidence of any own knowledge being used at all. Centres are 
reminded that candidates are expected to have some range and depth of knowledge that 
can be applied to the part (b) questions. Some candidates appeared to view both parts of 
the examination as relating solely to the use of sources. The best answers used the sources 
to shape the argument and raise issues which were supported and developed with the use 
of detailed and specific own knowledge. Despite comments in many previous examiners’ 
reports regarding the focus of AO2b, this issue continues to pose a challenge for many 
candidates. A significant number of candidates commented to a greater or lesser extent on 
provenance in their responses to part (b) in this exam series. Such comments are frequently 
very generic – the historian can be trusted because they have the benefit of hindsight or 
they cannot be trusted because they were not an eye witness to the event. In any event, 
such comments, even if well developed, generally do not contribute to AO2b, which is what 
is being tested in part (b). Candidates would do well to develop their arguments in relation 
to the question, rather than write whole paragraphs on provenance which can earn no credit 
under AO2b.

Candidates should take care that they can spell technical words and significant names 
correctly, especially when those words and names form part of the question or the sources. 
Where candidates have a few minutes left at the end of the exam, they would be well 
advised to check their work. There were a number of candidates who used the word ‘infer’ 
extensively, without actually understanding its meaning. There also appeared to be an 
increase in scripts where the handwriting of candidates proved difficult to read in this 
examination series.
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Question 1
Question 1 was significantly more popular than question 2.

Question 1 (a)

On the whole this question was answered well. Most candidates were clearly aware that the focus of 
part  (a) is on the skill of cross referencing and were able to draw out cross references for support 
and challenge and so access level 3. Most candidates understood that, while all three sources 
could be read as critical of Thatcher, the crucial point was the tone of sources 1 and 2 which were 
more positive towards her, whereas source 3 was wholly negative. The best candidates also cross 
referenced the attributes of the sources to enable themselves to reach a judgement firmly rooted in 
the validity of the evidence. The most common weakness, even in responses that could access level 
3 for cross referencing, was the tendency to note or describe provenance without using it to reach 
judgements. Candidates need to move beyond stereotypical comments on provenance and work with 
the specific sources for the question set. For example, a number of candidates argued that source 
1 was more reliable because it was produced in 2001, after the Thatcher governments. Sergeant 
was therefore able to be critical. Raising issues of the freedom of the press and censorship may be 
relevant when looking at dictatorial regimes, but they do not apply to Britain in the later twentieth 
century. Candidates need to work on weighing up the validity of the evidence. Therefore, they need 
to move beyond identifying strengths and weaknesses for each source and to decide, on balance, 
whether a source is more or less reliable. 
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This is a level 4 response. It focuses on the skill of cross referencing right from 
the introduction where the candidate draws out the similarities and differences in 
the attitudes and the tones of sources 1, 2 and 3. The candidate cross references 
the sources throughout the response. Opinions are contrasted and the positive 
and negative natures of the sources are drawn out. The candidate explores the 
provenance of the sources and makes insightful comments on the expectations 
one might have from source 2 given its authorship. The candidate uses the 
validity of the sources to reach its final judgement. Overall this is an effective 
answer that demonstrates the skills needed to achieve level 4.

Examiner Comments
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Question 1 (b) (i) 

This was a popular question and produced some good answers by candidates who had revised their 
material thoroughly and were able to answer the question fully, producing effective answers that 
weighed up Labour’s record on providing the “basics” as opposed to the “luxuries”. Many of these 
candidates were able to contextualise the problems of the government fulfilling its ambitions against 
the background of debt and war. Candidates’ knowledge of the birth of the welfare state and the 
nationalisation programme of the government were often detailed and used cogently to test the 
opinions in sources 4 and 5. Some candidates displayed less control in focusing on the question and 
produced detailed accounts of the 1945-51 labour governments without showing an awareness of the 
question set. The most common error however, which was displayed by about a third of candidates, 
was to misunderstand the meaning of the word ‘austerity’.  A number of candidates interpreted it 
as poverty and this did undermine their responses, but even more confused it with prosperity which 
impaired their analysis significantly. Candidates do need to be familiar with the key terminology used 
in their courses. In using the sources, too many candidates treated this response as they would in 
part (a) and commented, often at length, on the provenance of the sources. This is not rewarded in 
A02b and very rarely was it used to drive the argument to reach a judgement.



GCE History 6HI02 E 9



10 GCE History 6HI02 E



GCE History 6HI02 E 11



12 GCE History 6HI02 E



GCE History 6HI02 E 13



14 GCE History 6HI02 E



GCE History 6HI02 E 15

This is a level 4 response for both assessment objectives.  The candidate 
uses the sources to debate the question of austerity and tests this with own 
knowledge which has some precision and depth. The candidate engages in the 
debate between hardship and austerity.  The strength of the answer is in its 
focus and sustained argument. Greater depth of knowledge could have been 
included and this would have pushed the answer up within the level, but the 
quality of the argument and maintenance of focus mean that this is a level 4 
response.

Examiner Comments
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Question 1 (b) (ii)

This was not quite as popular as 1(b)(i) but it was answered by a large proportion of candidates. 
There were some excellent answers, where the candidate debated the strengths and weaknesses 
of the Callaghan governments, skilfully using knowledge to interrogate the source material and 
reaching supported judgements. Some candidates argued convincingly that Callaghan was a victim 
of problems building up under many previous governments rather than a simple failure, whilst 
others, acknowledging his achievements, concluded that the Winter of Discontent and the vote of 
no confidence could lead to no other conclusion than failure. However, in some cases, it was clearly 
attempted by those who didn’t want to do the “austerity” question yet knew little of Callaghan. Even 
so most were able to build an argument around the sources, but where many fell down was in being 
able to add to the Winter of Discontent, the IMF Loan or Callaghan’s reputation as Sunny Jim from 
their knowledge. These candidates ended up in low level 3. Some candidates confused events from 
Wilson’s governments in the 1960s and Heath in the 1970s, so that the supporting knowledge was 
not relevant to the question set, and these could not score highly in A01.
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This response achieved level 4 for A01 and high level 3 for A02b. The introduction 
is used to outline the views of the candidate with support from the sources. The 
candidate demonstrates a good level of knowledge throughout the answer. Knowledge 
has depth and precision and is integrated with the sources. Focus on the question 
is explicit and a clear argument is constructed. The sources are used to drive the 
argument. The weakness in the use of the sources is in the conclusion. Here they are 
used as a summary rather than to reach a judgement and therefore this is level 3 for 
A02b rather than level 4.

Examiner Comments
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Question 2
Question 2(a)

The vast majority of candidates found the sources in 2(a) accessible and more of the students sitting 
this paper this series understood what to do to access level 3. Thus, many were able to point out that 
there was information in all three sources which could be used to construct a case for and against 
the opinion in the question.  Many noted the provenance but there were many generic or fanciful 
claims made in this respect and only a few were able to question Cameron’s purpose in deflecting 
criticism of his government in source 11 or point out how in source 12’s case, the writer may want 
to defend such forms of communication. Students who do refer to provenance often tend to do it as 
an afterthought, writing a distinct section on the provenance of each of the sources. In these cases, 
it seemed that provenance was not really considered an integral part of the overall analysis. Better 
answers tended to address provenance throughout the response, acknowledging the relative weight 
of the sources as the candidate examined the evidence presented within each of the sources.
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This is a level 4 response. Although the conclusion is rather weak, essentially 
presenting a summary of the views in the sources, the answer as a whole demonstrates 
sustained judgement based upon the evidence in the sources used as a set. The 
candidate focuses upon the task of cross referencing, both the source content and the 
source attributes. For example, the candidate uses the evidence of Source 10 to verify 
the views expressed in source 12 by an online blogger who would be expected to have 
a positive outlook on social media. The candidate therefore demonstrates a range of 
skills which allows entry to level 4.

Examiner Comments
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Question 2 (b) (i) 

Only a small minority of candidates answered this question. The best responses focused on the 
ways in which the BBC might be seen to have mishandled the issue against the context of a very 
controversial war. However, there was common vagueness about the Iraq Dossier and a tendency to 
very literal responses, or irrelevant comments were made about other events. Few candidates knew 
anything about the case of Dr David Kelly beyond the sources. However, they did tend to engage 
well with the source material and argue convincingly from these. As seen across unit 2, too many 
candidates engaged in fruitless comments on the provenance of sources.
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This is a level 4 response for both assessment objectives. The conflicting claims in the sources are 
clearly outlined in the introduction. Source 13 is used effectively to establish the view that the BBC 
mishandled the controversy, and the opinion is tested with some precise knowledge and sound 
reasoning, enabling the candidate to establish the validity of the argument. The counter claim, 
that the BBC was not at fault, is explored through an examination of the evidence in sources 14 
and 15. The candidate assesses the role of Alistair Campbell in some detail. The references to 
the Belgrano affair do not add anything to this answer. Overall, this is strongly argued from the 
sources with sufficient skilful deployment of knowledge to achieve level 4. 

Examiner Comments
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Question 2 (b) (ii) 

This was a very popular question. The best responses were well focused, using both sources and own 
knowledge to construct an argument. These responses really engaged with the phrase ‘throughout 
the 1960s’. Understanding and interpretation of the source material was good. Candidates brought in 
detailed knowledge about record sales, merchandising, the change in musical style in the later 1960s 
and the demographics of the audience to test the sources and to reach a supported judgement. 
However, many candidates knew little about the Beatles, and used the question to develop knowledge 
about the social changes in the 1960s in general or to consider the impact on One Direction and other 
‘boy bands’. These approaches depressed candidates’ achievement within the levels. 
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This is a level 4 response for both assessment objectives. The introduction 
is not the strongest feature of the answer, as it lacks specific reference to 
the source, but it does outline the conflicting arguments with regard to the 
popularity of the Beatles throughout the 1960s. The candidate begins by 
examining the case for ‘massive popularity’. Sources 17 and 18 are used 
to establish the claim and are tested with some detailed own knowledge 
about record sales, merchandise and social class. The response then turns to 
consider the case against ‘massive popularity’. Statistics are used effectively 
to argue that popularity was based mainly in teenage audiences. Finally the 
candidate addresses the question of ‘throughout the 1960s’ and uses the 
sources and knowledge to consider changing and diminishing popularity by 
the end of the 1960s. This is a strength in the answer. The conclusion is well 
focused and brings the response to a supported judgement.

Examiner Comments
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Paper Summary
Based on their performance on this paper, candidates are offered the following advice:

All Questions

•	 Candidates should proof read their answers at the end of the examination, and correct 
any instances where they have incorrectly labelled a source, used the wrong names or 
the wrong dates.

•	 Candidates need to use the terms ‘implies’ and ‘infers’ correctly. Candidates should 
argue that a source implies something and that they, the reader, infer from it.

•	 Too many candidates are using certain phrases such as ‘using the sources as a set’, 
without actually engaging in that task.

Part (a)

•	 Candidates should spend sufficient time reading the sources to ensure that they 
understand the nuances of the arguments presented.

•	 Candidates should treat the sources as a package in order to facilitate cross referencing. 
Weaker candidates work though sources sequentially. Such responses cannot go beyond 
level 2.

•	 Provenance should be integrated within the argument and decisions need to be made 
on the relative strengths and weaknesses of the sources. The attributes of the sources 
should be discussed, not described. This aids the use of provenance as part of the 
argument. Candidates should avoid making sweeping assertions from the provenance 
that could apply to any source and avoid labelling a source as both reliable and 
unreliable without coming to any judgement on its worth. 

•	 The best responses cross reference not only the content of the sources, but also 
their provenance. This enables candidates to weigh the sources and reach supported 
judgements. 

•	 There are no marks available for knowledge in part (a). Candidates should avoid arguing 
from their knowledge since it cannot be credited. 

Part (b)

•	 Candidates need to ensure that their subject knowledge conforms to the specification. 
Weaker responses usually relied very heavily on information derived primarily from the 
sources.

•	 In order to address the question effectively, candidates need to offer an analysis driven 
by the arguments raised in the sources. Sources should be used to develop lines of 
argument and reasoning rather than used for information to develop a descriptive 
answer.

•	 Whilst it may be relevant to use the provenance of the contemporary source(s) to judge 
the weight that can be assigned to the argument, there is no such requirement for 
the secondary sources and it is not rewarded in A02b. Many candidates still engage in 
generalised comments that a particular historian is, or is not reliable, at the expense of 
developing argument and analysis tested by specific own knowledge. 

•	 Candidates need to ensure that they are aware of the focus of the question and the time 
period specified. They should maintain the focus throughout their answer and avoid 
straying into irrelevant areas that cannot be rewarded.
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Grade Boundaries
Grade boundaries for this, and all other papers, can be found on the website on this link:

http://www.edexcel.com/iwantto/Pages/grade-boundaries.aspx
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