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Introduction
Centres and candidates are to be congratulated for their performance this examination 
series, as examiners reported that the majority of candidates understood the essential 
requirements of the Unit 2 examination with the different focus of the two parts of the 
question. There was a wide range of responses seen across the mark range.

At the highest levels of attainment, there was impressive work. 

However, it is again disappointing to note that there was a significant minority of candidates 
seen in this exam series who performed poorly, both in terms of their skills set and their 
knowledge base.

In part (a), many candidates understand the language of cross referencing, but did not 
actually engage fully in the processes of cross referencing, merely asserting agreement or 
disagreement between sources without explaining its basis. There seemed to be an increase 
this series in this kind of approach, making it very hard for candidates to move beyond 
level 2 even where they clearly understand the issues raised by the sources. Also in this 
series, there appeared to be a number of candidates who were using their own knowledge 
to develop points raised in the content of the sources in this question. There is no credit 
for this in part (a) and these candidates waste time that would be better spent developing 
those aspects of the answer that do gain credit – cross referencing, a consideration of 
provenance linked to the arguments and judgements. 

In part (b), it was again disappointing to note that a significant minority of candidates 
relied very heavily on the material in the sources, which was not always fully understood. 
In some cases, there was no evidence of any own knowledge being used at all. Centres are 
reminded that candidates are expected to have some range and depth of knowledge that 
can be applied to the part (b) questions. Some candidates appeared to view both parts of 
the examination as relating solely to the use of sources. The best answers used the sources 
to shape the argument and raise issues which were supported and developed with the use 
of detailed and specific own knowledge. Despite comments in many previous examiners’ 
reports regarding the focus of AO2b, this issue continues to pose a challenge for many 
candidates. A significant number of candidates commented to a greater or lesser extent on 
provenance in their responses to part (b) in this exam series. Such comments are frequently 
very generic – the historian can be trusted because they have the benefit of hindsight - or 
they cannot be trusted because they were not an eye witness to the event. In any event, 
such comments, even if well developed, generally do not contribute to AO2b, which is what 
is being tested in part (b). Candidates would do well to develop their arguments in relation 
to the question, rather than write whole paragraphs on provenance which can earn no credit 
under AO2b. 

Candidates should take care that they can spell technical words and significant names 
correctly, especially when those words and names form part of the question or the sources. 
Where candidates have a few minutes left at the end of the exam, they would be well 
advised to check their work. There were a number of candidates who used the word ‘infer’ 
extensively, without actually understanding its meaning. There also appeared to be an 
increase in scripts where the handwriting of candidates proved difficult to read in this exam 
series.
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Question 1
Question 1 was significantly more popular than question 2.

Question 1a
There were many good answers to this question by candidates who identified the conflicting 
motivations of religious concerns and the need to enforce the Royal Supremacy.  The candidates 
drew insightful inferences about the hidden agenda behind the visitations and were able to use the 
provenance of the sources to explore the validity of the claims.  Many candidates had been well 
taught to focus on the skill of cross referencing, and the best candidates also cross referenced the 
attributes of the sources to enable themselves to reach a judgement firmly rooted in the validity of 
the evidence.  However, there were more weak answers that settled in level 2 than in previous series.  
A significant number of candidates did not understand the phrase ‘lay behind’ and were confused 
as to whether the visitations had already taken place or not.  Other candidates believed that the 
visitations had caused the religious concerns.  Many candidates did not read the provenance carefully 
and mistakenly believed that source 1 was written by Thomas Cromwell.    This did have a negative 
impact on the analysis.  Many candidates are unable to access level 4 because they list the strengths 
and weaknesses of sources but do not consider their over validity and the weight of the evidence as a 
set.
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This is a level 4 response.  The opening paragraph demonstrates the 
candidate’s intention to use the sources as a set to address the question 
and this is maintained throughout the answer.  The candidate identifies the 
conflicting views in the sources and begins by addressing the role of the Royal 
Supremacy in the motivation for the visitations and then contrasts this with the 
religious concerns.  The candidate develops cross references and inferences 
throughout the response.  The sources are used effectively as evidence.   On 
page 6, the candidate draws out the ambiguity in source 3 and the 
exaggerated nature of source 1.  The judgement is succinct and demonstrates 
the candidate’s ability to reach a judgement based on the validity of the 
sources.  The candidate concludes the response with an excellent point about a 
hidden agenda in the visitations.

Examiner Comments
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Question 1bi

This question was significantly more popular than bii.  Candidates were generally well prepared 
for this answer, having a good knowledge of early foreign policy and were able to use it to test the 
representations made in the sources.  Many candidates were able to access level 4, especially for 
A01 for the application of their knowledge integrated with the sources.  Fewer responses reached 
level 4 for A02b.  Candidates would find it easier to access level 4 if they ensured that they used 
the sources in reaching their judgement.  Responses in level 3 were often descriptive and thus 
lacking the analytical focus on success or failure.    There were also a minority of candidates who 
did not pay attention to the time frame set in the question and who provided sometimes extensive 
knowledge of events between 1521 and 1529 which could not be rewarded.  Candidates do need 
to be very clear about question focus to achieve the highest levels; some candidates steered the 
analysis into a consideration of whether Henry or Wolsey was directing foreign policy, and while there 
were implicit links to the question, the mis-focus limited the responses to level 3.  There were still 
many candidates who made formulaic comments about the provenance of secondary sources.  These 
comments do not receive any credit and it is important that candidates do not waste their time on 
such statements.
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This is a secure level 4 response for both assessment objectives.  The 
introduction, whilst lacking reference to the sources, does demonstrate higher 
level thinking by defining the nature of success and by highlighting an opinion 
that Henry failed on both personal and historical terms.  The first section of the 
answer is focused on Henry’s failures, using detailed own knowledge to test the 
views in sources 4 and 5 and reaching a judgement that Henry’s wealth was too 
limited to allow him to pursue a successful foreign policy.  The candidate then 
proceeds to consider the aspects of the foreign policy that could be considered 
to be a success, using source 6 to consider the success of the Treaty of London.  
The response sustains the integration of sources and knowledge to engage in 
the argument and reach judgements.  The conclusion is reached by using the 
sources in combination. Overall, this response is analytical with explicit focus 
maintained on the question and reasoning developed from the sources which is 
used to underpin the analysis.

Examiner Comments
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QUESTION 1bii

This was less popular than bi, but many of the best responses were produced by candidates 
answering this question.  The best responses were able to offer in depth knowledge of Cromwell’s use 
of Parliament as well as showing depth of knowledge on the role of Cranmer, Anne Boleyn and the 
issue of the pregnancy/male heir.  Such candidates were able to make good use of the sources, both 
for identifying the different factors and for developing a comparative analysis as to the key figure in 
driving the Break with Rome.  Candidates made use of their knowledge to test the opinions in the 
sources and to engage in debate.  These candidates were able to access level 4 for both assessment 
objectives.  Some candidates struggled to explore the role of Cromwell beyond the source material.  
These candidates were more comfortable and detailed in their comparison of the importance of Anne 
Boleyn’s pregnancy and her role within the Reformation than that of Cromwell and Cranmer.  Some 
responses did not distinguish between the Break with Rome and the Reformation, and provided 
accounts of varying depth on the religious reforms from 1535 which did not address this question.
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This is a level 4 response for both assessment objectives. The position of 
the sources is outlined in the introduction and the candidate identifies Henry 
as an alternative driving force to Thomas Cromwell.  The candidate begins 
by examining the role of Cromwell, arguing from source 7 and testing with 
knowledge.  The candidate makes a good point, stating that Cromwell needed 
the reasons supplied by Henry and draws out the implications from source 7 
about the different roles played by Cromwell and Henry.   The candidate uses 
source 8 to develop the significance of Anne’s pregnancy and develops this 
in some detail from own knowledge.  The way in which the candidate refers 
back to the given factor when making judgements about the significance of 
other individuals in the break with Rome is a strength in this response. This is 
demonstrated in the judgements drawn from the evidence in source 9 about the 
role of Cranmer.  Overall this is a focused response.  The knowledge offered on 
Cromwell is a little light but it is argued convincingly from the sources whilst the 
knowledge offered on Anne’s pregnancy and the annulment is in some depth.

Examiner Comments
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Question 2
QUESTION 2a

There were some excellent responses to this question.   Candidates used the sources highly 
effectively to establish a two sided argument.  Cross referencing was detailed and developed by 
inferences, and the provenance of the sources was used to bring the response to a judgement by 
considering the weight of the evidence.   Some of the best responses were able to draw out the 
evidence of differing popularity among the varied social and religious groupings. Other excellent 
response drew out arguments from the date of source 12.   Most candidates, however, as also 
demonstrated in answers to 1a, do not extend their analysis to look at the weight of the evidence and 
as such they are limited to level 3.  Weaker candidates used the sources individually, picking out and 
commenting on the surface features of the sources without developing the cross references required 
for level 3. 
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This is a level 4 response.  The position of the sources is clearly outlined in the 
introduction in some detail.  The candidate focuses on the skill of cross referencing 
throughout the response.  There is an insightful inference from source 12 made at the 
bottom of the first page of the response regarding Elizabeth’s popularity in 1593 and 
the extent to which it might change later. The candidate considers the provenance of 
sources 11 and 12 and uses their weight to reach a judgement.  The candidate does 
not consider the provenance of sources 10 and this is a weakness in the answer, but 
level 4 skills are demonstrated and the response fully deserves to be placed in level 4.

Examiner Comments
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Question 2bi
This question was marginally less popular than bii. Overall, it was effectively answered with good 
integration of knowledge and sources. Candidates had been very well prepared for this question and 
the level of own knowledge was impressive, ranging across factors to offer well organised arguments.  
Candidates used the sources to identify James’ handing of parliament over the Union, financial 
problems, the treatment of favourites, and questions over divine right.  Detailed own knowledge 
and sources were fully integrated and judgement reached.   In common with all the part b questions 
though, some answers did tend to drift into narratives or a source-by-source approach.   Students 
do need a greater awareness of the requirement for focused, analytical writing. Some responses 
to bi showed that there is still a tendency for some candidates to just extract information from the 
sources.  Many candidates accessed level 3 but needed further development of conclusions and 
stronger argument to achieve level 4.  A minority of candidates lost focus and brought in issues of 
foreign policy, whilst some of the weaker responses focused almost entirely on James’ extravagance 
and his financial problems and thus produced an unbalanced response.
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This is a level 4 response for both assessment objectives.  The candidate provides a 
brief overview and a judgement in the introduction.  The candidate uses source 13 
(erroneously labelled source 10) and integrates it with own knowledge, examining 
James’ success in the debates on the union and in religious issues and reaches a 
judgement on these aspects of the domestic policy.  The candidate then considers James’ 
failures using sources 14 and 15 to develop sound reasoning.  One strength in this 
answer is the range of issues the candidate examines.  In considering James’ failures, 
there is reference to financial problems, the relationship with Parliament and James’ 
belief in divine right as well as the problems caused by the king’s favourites.  Overall this 
is an excellent response with sustained focus on the question maintained throughout.

Examiner Comments
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Question 2bii

This answer was slightly more popular than 2bi and there were some good answers. Many candidates 
seemed to have a detailed knowledge of disagreements over foreign policy and were able to compare 
the extent of the breakdown in the reign of James and Charles.  These candidates were also able to 
draw effectively on the sources and their own knowledge of other factors like Charles’s personality, 
Buckingham and finance to produce strong arguments. The best answers were able to link factors 
together and used the sources to support and challenge points they made.  The main weakness was 
that knowledge was sometimes applied too descriptively rather than analytically.   Weaker responses 
were also more likely to have focused only on the breakdown of the relationship in the reign of 
Charles, having not considered the time frame carefully.  
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This is a level 4 response for both assessment objectives.  The candidate uses 
the sources in the introduction to identify the given factor of foreign policy and an 
alternative, religion, as being responsible for the breakdown of the relationship between 
king and parliament.  The sources are used effectively to explore the importance of 
foreign policy.  They are tested with securely developed and detailed own knowledge.  
There is a real appreciation of the time period set and the candidate covers issues 
in both the reigns of James and Charles.  The alternative significances of religious 
and financial disputes are explored in depth and the roles of James and Charles are 
considered.  Finally the candidate examines the role of Buckingham, again ensuring 
that the whole time period is covered.   Overall this is an outstanding response which 
explores the question through both sources and extensive knowledge and reaches a 
substantiated judgement which is fully supported.

Examiner Comments
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Paper Summary
Based on their performance on this paper, candidates are offered the following advice:

All Questions

•	 Candidates should proof read their answers at the end of the examination, and 		
	 correct any instances where they have incorrectly labelled a source, used the wrong 	
	 names or the wrong dates.

•	 Candidates need to use the terms ‘implies’ and ‘infers’ correctly.  Candidates should 	
	 argue that a source implies something and that they, the reader, infer from it.

•	 Too many candidates are using set phrases such as 'using the source as a set', 		
	 without actually engaging in that task.

Part (a)

•	 Candidates should spend sufficient time reading the sources to ensure that they 		
	 understand the nuances of the arguments presented.

•	 Candidates should treat the sources as a package in order to facilitate cross 			 
	 referencing. Weaker candidates work though sources sequentially. Such responses 		
	 cannot go beyond level 2.

•	 Provenance should be integrated within the argument and decisions need to be 		
	 made on the relative strengths and weaknesses of the sources.  The attributes of 		
	 the sources should be discussed, not described. This aids the use of 				  
	 provenance as part of the argument. Candidates should avoid making sweeping 		
	 assertions from the provenance that could apply to any source and avoid labelling a 	
	 source as both reliable and unreliable without coming to any judgement on its worth.  

•	 The best responses cross reference not only the content of the sources, but also 		
	 their provenance.  This enables candidates to weigh the sources and reach supported 	
	 judgements. 

•	 There are no marks available for knowledge in part a.  Candidates should avoid 		
	 arguing from their knowledge since it cannot be credited. 

Part (b)

•	 Candidates need to ensure that their subject knowledge conforms to the specification. 	
	 Weaker responses usually relied very heavily on information derived primarily from 		
	 the sources.

•	 In order to address the question effectively, candidates need to offer an analysis 		
	 driven by the arguments raised in the sources.  Sources should be used to develop 		
	 lines of argument and reasoning rather than used for information to develop a 		
	 descriptive answer.

•	 Whilst it may be relevant to use the provenance of the contemporary source(s) to 		
	 judge the weight that can be assigned to the argument, there is no such requirement 	
	 for the secondary sources and it is not rewarded in A02b. Many candidates 			 
	 still engage in generalised comments that a particular historian is, or is not, 			 
	 reliable at the expense of developing argument and analysis tested by specific 		
	 own knowledge.  

•	 Candidates need to ensure that they are aware of the focus of the question and the 		
	 time period specified and that they maintain the focus throughout their answer. They 	
	 should avoid straying into irrelevant areas that cannot be rewarded.
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Grade Boundaries
Grade boundaries for this, and all other papers, can be found on the website on this link:

http://www.edexcel.com/iwantto/Pages/grade-boundaries.aspx
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