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Introduction
It was pleasing to see a good standard of responses from candidates in this first session of the
new 6HI03 C examination. Indeed, at the end of two years of modular study, many candidates
wrote with sophistication and insight.
The paper requires candidates to answer two questions (a Depth Study question and an
Associated Historical Controversy question)in 120 minutes.Predictably, some candidates were
able to write at considerable length in this time but their responses sometimes lacked focus on
the question. Relevance rather than length is the key to high marks as 'kitchen sink' responses
will take a candidate only so far. Examiners want to see that candidates can use the sources and
their own material effectively to answer the questions set.
Centres should note that the amount of space provided in the booklet for answers is more than
we would expect any answer to take. It should not be seen as a recommendation of the amount
candidates should write.
Although a few responses were quite brief, there was little evidence on Option C of students
having insufficient time to answer both questions. There were also very few rubric errors.
The candidates' performance on individual questions is considered in the next section.
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Question 1
Most candidates who attempted this question possessed good subject knowledge and were able
to offer arguments for and against the economic benefits of slavery. Stronger responses tended
to (1) contrast the slave economies of the South with the growing industrial might of the North
(2) recognise that, whatever may have been the case in the earlier part of the period, by 1860
slavery was clearly inferior to alternative methods of production. Weaker candidates often
provided descriptive accounts of slavery which did not properly address the question.
Other low-scoring responses focused on the morality of slavery or else drifted beyond
the 1860 cut-off point into a discussion of the Civil War.

Examiner Comments
This low Level 3 response is not fully focused on the question. It tends
to describe aspects of the slave economy rather than examine the
benefits and disadvantages.

Examiner Tip
If you use the key phrases from the question
throughout your essay, this will help you to write a
relevant analytical response.
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Question 2
Overall, most candidates who attempted this question were able to point to some examples of
improvement for African-Americans during the Reconstruction period and identify the limitations
of particular measures. Stronger candidates demonstrated impressive range and depth, typically
examining the impact of the changing constitutional position, the Freedman's Bureau, the Codes
and the KKK. Weaker responses tended to (1) describe these developments without assessing
their effects on African-Americans between 1865 and 1877 (2) offer a very limited range e.g.
examine only the 13th, 14th and 15th Amendments.
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Question 3
Quite a few candidates who attempted this question were let down by a lack of detailed
knowledge about US immigration policy between 1917 and 1929. Lower scoring responses
exhibited several common weaknesses (1) little or no knowledge of how World War One
influenced immigration policy (2) no reference to the immigration acts of 1917, 1921, 1924 and
1929 (3)the immigration restrictions of the 1920s were due to the Wall Street Crash. Stronger
candidates were able to assess the relative impact of the First World War on immigration controls
(e.g. fears over the loyalty of German and Austro-Hungarian immigrants and concerns over the
spread of left-wing ideologies prompted by the 1917 Bolshevik revolution)in the light of other
important factors such as the Red Scare, religious fundamentalism, the post-war recession, the
rise of organised crime and the influence of the KKK.
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Examiner Comments
This Level 3 response offers only a partial assessment of the impact the
First World War had on US immigration policy. The candidate could have
also considered the suspicions aroused by German and Austro-Hungarian
immigrants and the controls introduced in 1917.

Examiner Tip
When answering a 'stated factor' question, make
sure you consider the role of other factors as well
to give your response range.
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Question 4
This proved to be another question where a number of candidates were hampered by a lack of
subject knowledge. Most responses were able to locate McCarthyism within the context of early
Cold War US politics but many responses offered sketchy or inaccurate accounts of its impact.
The most common weaknesses were (1) extended accounts of the Red Scare of the early 1920s
which clearly indicated a lack of relevant knowledge (2) general 'Cold War' descriptions of the
USA in the late 1940s and early 1950s with few links to McCarthyism. A few confused McCarthy
with Douglas MacArthur or Senator McCarran. Stronger candidates put forward an analysis of
McCarthyism's impact on different institutions or aspects of American life. The best of these
noted that while McCarthy's impact for a time seemed all pervasive, McCarthyism influenced
some groups more than others and was relatively short-lived.
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Question 5
Most candidates who attempted this question were able to discuss the impact of Lincoln's
election and assess its importance in the debate about the inevitability of Southern secession.
Better responses integrated source material and candidates’ own knowledge to develop an
argument about Southern secession based on the issues raised by the extracts. These responses
cross-referenced the sources extensively to support or challenge particular viewpoints in the
process of reaching a judgement. The strongest candidates fully considered the notion of
inevitability and considered why Lincoln's election rather than earlier events (e.g. 'Bleeding
Kansas', John Brown's raid) precipitated secession. Weaker candidates often relied almost
exclusively on the source material and introduced very little own knowledge to develop a line of
argument. In addition, some low-scoring responses merely offered ‘potted’ summaries of each
source (often with a little own knowledge included) which prevented cross-referencing and the
development of a support/challenge approach.
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Examiner Comments
This Level 1 response adopts a 'potted' summary approach which merely
describes the surface features of each source in turn. No attempt has
been made to cross-reference the sources and the candidate has added
very little own knowledge.

Examiner Tip
When planning your answer read through the
sources carefully and list all the support and
challenge points you can. This will help you to
cross-reference effectively in your answer.
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Question 6
On this question, the majority of responses were able to offer an assessment of the contribution
made by military leadership to the North's victory in the Civil War based on the competing views
set out in the three sources. Most candidates could also draw on a sound knowledge of the
factors affecting the outcome of the conflict. Indeed some offered impressive range and depth.
Once again, stronger candidates integrated cross-referenced source material with their own
knowledge to put forward a substantiated judgement. Lower scoring responses typically adopted
the ‘potted’ summary approach to the sources or else included little or no own knowledge.
A few of the weaker candidates also focused excessively on military leadership and failed to
consider the political and economic factors raised in Sources 5 (Hugh Brogan) and 6
(Eric Hobsbawm) adequately.
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Examiner Comments
This Level 5 response makes effective use of the support/challenge
approach to the sources to develop the argument. Here, the candidate
uses Source 6 to challenge the 'superior military leadership' view of
Source 4.
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Question 7
Most candidates found this question on the Great Depression very accessible. Overall, the sources
were used effectively and appropriate own knowledge was included to develop an argument
about the role played by international trade. Stronger responses offered a sustained analysis
based on the cross-referencing of the extracts and the integration of source material and own
knowledge. The best of these picked up on the nuances in the sources to establish connections
between Republican policy, overproduction and the restrictions on international trade. Lowerscoring candidates tended to exhibit three main weaknesses – (1) confusing the causes of the
Great Depression with the causes of the Wall Street Crash (2) providing extensive and irrelevant
accounts of Hoover's response to the Great Depression (3) poor or non-existent integration of
source material and own knowledge.

Examiner Comments
This candidate has produced a Level 4 answer by integrating source
material and own knowledge effectively to develop the argument.
Here the candidate considers the impact of increasing restrictions on
international trade.

Examiner Tip
During the planning stage, after you have identified the key
issues raised by the sources, add your own knowledge to these
points. That way, you'll find it easier to integrate the two
elements in the actual essay.
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Question 8
This proved to be another accessible question. Many candidates made good use of the sources
and their own knowledge to develop a confident line of argument about the relative importance
of the war economy and the New Deal to US economic recovery. The strongest candidates offered
a sustained source-led analysis with impressive range and depth. The best of these advanced
sophisticated judgements, typically arguing that, although the war economy was ultimately
more significant, the New Deal laid the foundations for recovery in terms of the infrastructure it
created. Lower scoring candidates fell into four categories - (1) a 'success/failure' catalogue of
New Deal agencies which lacked focus on the question (2) superficial use of the sources
(e.g. only consulted for statistics) (3) poor or non-existent integration of source material
and own knowledge (4) an irrelevant discussion of opposition to the New Deal.

Examiner Comments
This Level 2 response adopts a basic source by source approach.
Consequently, it fails to cross-reference the extracts to establish
support and challenge points. A further weakness is the lack of detailed
own knowledge in the response.
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A general summary of the areas for improvement in the approach to the Depth Study question
and the Associated Historical Controversy question on Option C may prove of benefit to centres.
Depth Study question
1. Candidates need to ensure that their subject knowledge conforms to the specification. Weaker
responses usually lacked range and/or depth. A few discussed a period or development which was
not the focus of the question.
2. Candidates need to be more aware of the time frame attached to a question. Many lower
scoring responses devoted much time and space to discussing the years before and after the
period targeted by the question.
3. In order to address the question effectively, candidates need to offer an analysis not a
descriptive or chronological account.
Associated Historical Controversy question
1.Candidates need to treat the sources as a package to facilitate cross-referencing and advance
a convincing line of argument. Many weaker candidates resorted to 'potted' summaries of each
source which failed to develop a support/challenge approach.
2.Candidates need to integrate the source material and their own knowledge more effectively
to substantiate a particular view. Weaker responses were frequently too reliant on the sources
provided and little or no own knowledge was included.
3. Candidates should avoid memorised 'perspective' essays and base their responses on the
issues raised by the sources instead. The Associated Historical Controversy is an exercise in
interpretation not historiography.
4. Candidates should not provide extensive and unnecessary accounts of the provenance of
each source.
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Grade boundaries
Grade

Max. Mark

A*

A

B

C

D

E

Raw boundary mark

70

59

53

47

41

35

30

Uniform boundary mark

120

108

96

84

72

60

48

‘a* is only used in conversion from raw to uniform marks. It is not a published unit grade.’
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