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Introduction
Examiners reported that the majority of candidates understood the essential requirements
of the Unit 2 examination. Many were able to structure their work effectively, addressing the
specific focus of both the Part A and Part B questions and writing with understanding and
insight about the key themes.
At the highest levels of attainment, there was impressive work.
However, there were some candidates still showing development needs in their skills set and
their knowledge base.
In Part A, many candidates were able to use the language of cross referencing, but a
significant number often matched statements that showed a comparison for agree or
disagree and did not explain or draw out the inferences that are necessary to develop a
cross reference. There seemed to be an increase this series in the number of candidates
who worked through the sources sequentially; this makes it very hard for candidates to
cross reference effectively and move beyond Level 2. There also appeared to be an increase
in the number of candidates who were using their own knowledge to develop points raised
in the content of the sources in this question in this exam series. There is no credit for this
in Part A and thus, such candidates waste time that would be better spent developing those
aspects of the answer that do gain credit – cross referencing, a consideration of provenance
linked to the arguments and judgements.
In Part B, it was again disappointing to note that a minority of candidates relied very heavily
on the material in the sources, which was not always securely understood. In a small
number of cases, there was no evidence of any own knowledge at all being used. Centres
are reminded that candidates are expected to have some range and depth of knowledge
that can be applied to the Part B questions. There also appeared to be an increase in the
number of responses seen this year where candidates used their own knowledge to create
the line of argument and made only passing reference to the sources. The best answers
made use of both elements, using the sources to shape the argument and own knowledge
to develop the points raised. Despite comments in previous examiners’ reports, even more
candidates appeared to comment on provenance in their responses to Part B in this exam
series. Such comments are often very generic – the historian can be trusted because they
have the benefit of hindsight (or they cannot be trusted because they were not an eye
witness to the event). In any event, such comments, even if well developed, generally do
not contribute to AO2b, which is what is being tested in Part B. Candidates would do well to
develop their arguments in relation to the question, rather than write whole paragraphs on
provenance which can earn no credit under AO2b.
Candidates should take care that they can spell technical words correctly, especially when
those words form part of the question or the sources. The usage of ‘bias’ seems to have
increased again this year and brings with it all the variant misspellings – biast and biasicity
to name but two.
The candidates' performance on individual questions is considered in the next section.
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Question 1
Question 1 was significantly more popular than question 2 with 4012 entries compared to
910.
Question 1 (a)
Overall, this question was completed fairly well, with many candidates selecting evidence
from the sources that supported arguments for and against the statement in the question.
Many candidates were able to cross reference the sources and consider the attributes of
the sources and so access Level 3. The best responses successfully cross referenced the
provenance of the sources and were able to use this as a basis for reaching a supported
judgement based on the validity of the evidence. Some candidates did struggle with the
nuances in Source 1 and tended to regard it as more favourable to Heath than it really is,
but this did not prevent successful comparisons and cross references. A significant number
of candidates believed that Julian Critchley, author of Source 2, was a woman, although this
did not negate the inferences they drew from the source’s attributes, whereas confusion
over the difference between a back bencher (Source 2) and a member of the cabinet
(Source 3) did occasionally undermine arguments related to the validity of Sources 2 and
3. There is still a significant proportion of candidates who are unaware of the need to cross
reference sources and instead work through them sequentially, drawing out evidence for
and against the opinion in the question. Working through sequentially does not achieve
above Level 2 and candidates should be discouraged from using it. Many candidates still
only briefly note the provenance of the sources but do little to help weigh up the case as
level four demands. As a result, there are still relatively few Level 4 answers and many in
Level 3.
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Examiner Comments

This response enters Level 4. The candidate has outlined the
key points of similarity and difference of the sources in relation to the question in the introduction and demonstrates from
the beginning of the answer that the sources will be used as a
set. The candidate successfully cross references the sources to
explore disagreements with the view proposed in the question
and draws developed inferences from them. The comment on
page 1, regarding Heath’s lack of inspirational leadership, is a
good example of the maturity shown in the candidate’s analysis.
Comments on the attributes of the sources are used effectively
to explore the validity of the opinions offered by their authors.
The view that Heath was an effective leader is not as well
analysed, and this would need to be developed further to
achieve a higher mark within the level.
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Question 1 (b) (i)
This was overwhelmingly the most popular choice in Part b. Many candidates had revised
the achievements of the Labour Government well and, consequently, were able to develop a
range of detailed and relevant examples with which they addressed the question.
Most students were able to distinguish between the sources and use them to break down
their arguments into the social advances versus the economic difficulties. This enabled
many candidates to achieve Level 3 for A01.
There were many good answers in Level 4 that reached an evaluation based on, for
example, how even the Conservatives maintained much of Labour’s work despite what was
said in Source 6, or how continued rationing and austerity set the scene for Labour’s 13
years in opposition after 1951.
There were candidates who still found it hard to move beyond the content of the sources
and although they were able to score highly in A02b by developing reason and argument,
they were less successful in achieving in A01. There are still a significant number of
candidates that discuss the provenance of the secondary sources. There are no marks
available for the evaluation of source attributes in A02b and candidates should avoid using
the sources for this purpose.
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Examiner Comments

This is an excellent response which achieved Level 4 for
both assessment objectives. The response is driven by the
sources from the outset. The conflicting positions are clearly
outlined in the introduction. The candidate develops sustained
reasoning from the sources throughout the answer, and uses
detailed, secure knowledge to test the opinions in the sources.
The conclusion is an excellent example of how sources and
knowledge can be integrated to reach a supported judgement.
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Question 1 (b) (ii)
Questions that focus on Mrs Thatcher’s governments between 1979 and 1990 have been
very popular on past exam papers, so it was quite surprising that only a small minority
tackled this question in this series. On the whole, it was answered less successfully than
1(b)(i).
Most candidates understood the sources though a few struggled with the concept of a
revolution. Knowledge was often patchy with only a few candidates being able to support
their arguments with detailed examples. Some of the better answers were able to balance
the evidence of the government’s changes (monetarism, privatisation, a reduction in the
influence of the state) with a consideration of just how much of the post-war consensus
remained. Some candidates knew little beyond the poll tax and the miners’ strike and on
occasions seemed unduly influenced by opinions that had been expressed recently at the
time of Mrs Thatcher’s death and funeral.
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Examiner Comments

This response entered Level 3 for A01 and Level 2 for A02b. The introduction, which demonstrates
some understanding of the key issue in the question, is based upon own knowledge and would
have been improved by reference to the representations in the sources. The use of sources is a
weakness in the response. The candidate uses them for information rather than as evidence from
which reasoning and argument can be developed and judgements can be made. There is sufficient
integration of sources and knowledge to allow the candidate to access Level 3 for A01. The range of
knowledge is good, with the candidate referring to monetarism, unemployment and riots, the sale of
council housing, the privatisation of industries and reduction of trade union powers. The candidate
develops these points briefly and could have achieved higher marks by more detailed development,
particularly in the analytical links to the question. There is a clear focus in the conclusion.
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Question 2
Question 2(a)
The sources were comprehended effectively by most and candidates were able to compare
them appropriately. Many accessed Level 3 even though the point of the cartoon was
often lost in long descriptions of its detail and the nuances of Source 10 were sometimes
missed, as was its date. Good responses picked up the point that it was produced right at
the beginning of the mass television age, and cross referenced this to the 1958 portion
of Source 11. Some very good responses used the attributes of the sources effectively
to evaluate and reach a judgement based on the validity of the evidence. However, there
were many Level 2 answers largely because candidates appeared unsure of the techniques
necessary and worked through the sources sequentially, devoting much time to describing
the content. Some candidates provided a substantial amount of knowledge to address the
question; this is not rewarded in A02a.
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Examiner Comments

This response was awarded Level 4. The introduction, based on knowledge, is not a strong
example. The candidate would have done better to focus on the conflicting opinions in the
sources. However, after this point the candidate successfully cross references the sources and
draws out good inferences from the evidence. The candidate considers the attributes of the
sources at the bottom of the second page and here makes valid comments on the relative weight
that can be placed upon them. The conclusion summarises the key arguments that the candidate
has considered in the response. The candidate would have achieved more here if the conclusion
had focused on reaching a judgement based upon the weight of the evidence.
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Question 2 (b) (i)
This was the most popular question in 2b. The sources were accessible and the candidates
were able to pick out the key elements in them. This led to some thoughtful comparison
of the different points. The best responses developed a range of examples from their
knowledge which were used to test the representations in the sources. These responses
considered Diana’s “secret” charity visits, kissing AIDs patients, the “revenge dress” and
“Squidgygate”. However, many answers relied very heavily on the content of the sources
with relatively little own knowledge to add. Some made long, inappropriate comparisons
with Kate Middleton or fell back on the debate about deference that was featured on the
January 2013 paper.
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Examiner Comments

This is a secure Level 4 response for both assessment
objectives. The introduction outlines the two contrasting views,
although there is no explicit reference made to the sources.
The answer is then developed using the sources to drive the
argument and securely developed knowledge to explore the
issues in more depth. The integration of sources and knowledge
is good throughout the answer and focus on addressing the
question is sustained.
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Question 2 (b) (ii)
This question was much less popular than 2(b)(i) and did not on the whole elicit responses
of a similar good quality. There were some good answers which were able to show change
rather than survey existing services. The sources were accessible and candidates were able
to show an understanding of the main arguments, al
though the nuances of source seventeen were often entirely missed. The better answers
cited the prevalence of dating sites or the dangers of “cyber-bullying” to support their views.
However, in many cases the arguments were not fully developed nor their implications
considered.
There were few level answers and many Level 2 or low Level 3. The key issue for weak
responses was the lack of history used to support the issues raised. Many candidates wrote
from their personal experiences and prejudices and in these cases very few marks could be
awarded for AO1.
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Examiner Comments

This response achieved a secure Level 3 for both assessment
objectives. The range of knowledge is good and points are
developed in some depth. Arguments are developed from
the source material and the question carefully considered.
There is sufficient integration of sources and knowledge for
Level 3, but this would need improving to access Level 4. The
conclusion summarises the key points made. The answer would
be improved by explicit reference to the sources to reach a
judgement.

26

GCE History 6HI02 E

Paper Summary
Based on their performance on this paper, candidates are offered the following advice:
All Questions
•

Candidates should proof read their answers at the end of the examination and correct
any instances where they have incorrectly labelled a source, used the wrong names or
the wrong dates.

•

Candidates need to use the terms ‘implies’ and ‘infers’ correctly. Candidates should
argue that a source implies something and that they, the reader, infer from it.

•

Too many candidates are using certain phrases, such as ‘using the sources as a set’, as
a substitute for actually engaging in the task that they are claiming.

Part A
•

Candidates should spend sufficient time reading the sources to ensure that they
understand the nuances of the arguments presented.

•

Candidates should treat the sources as a package in order to facilitate cross referencing.
Candidates working through sources sequentially cannot go beyond level 2.

•

Provenance should be integrated within the argument, rather than treated as a standalone paragraph. The attributes of the sources should be discussed, not described. This
aids the use of provenance as part of the argument. Candidates should avoid making
sweeping assertions from the provenance that could apply to any source.  

•

The best responses cross reference not only the content of the sources, but also
their provenance. This enables candidates to weigh the sources and reach supported
judgements.

•

There are no marks available for knowledge in Part a. Candidates should avoid arguing
from their knowledge since it cannot be credited.

Part B
•

Candidates need to ensure that their subject knowledge conforms to the
specification. Some responses relied very heavily on information derived primarily from
the sources.

•

In order to address the question effectively, candidates need to offer an analysis driven
by the arguments raised in the sources, not a descriptive or chronological account.

•

Whilst it may be relevant to use the provenance of the contemporary source(s) to judge
the weight that can be assigned to the argument, there is no such requirement for
the secondary sources and it is not rewarded in A02b. Many candidates still engage in
generalised comments that a particular historian is or is not reliable at the expense of
developing argument and analysis tested by specific own knowledge.  

•

Candidates need to ensure that they are aware of the focus of the question and that
they maintain the focus throughout their answer to avoid straying into irrelevant areas
that cannot be rewarded.
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Grade Boundaries
Grade boundaries for this, and all other papers, can be found on the website on this link:
http://www.edexcel.com/iwantto/Pages/grade-boundaries.aspx
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