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Introduction
It was pleasing to see a good standard of responses from many candidates in this
examination series. Indeed, many candidates wrote with understanding and insight about
the key themes.
The paper requires candidates to answer two questions in 100 minutes. Examiners
commented on the fact that many candidates this series had clearly used their time to
very good effect. Although some responses were quite brief, there was little evidence of
candidates having insufficient time to answer both questions.
There was a wide range of responses across the mark range, but the paper appears to have
worked in the sense that the most able were stretched whilst the less talented were still
able to attempt answers to both parts of the examination.
In part A, most candidates were very skilled in using the language of cross referencing,
but a significant number often matched statements that showed a comparison for agree
or disagree and did not explain or draw out the inferences that are necessary to develop
a cross reference. In part B, whilst some candidates were very knowledgeable, it was
disappointing to note that a significant minority of candidates relied very heavily on the
material in the sources. Centres are reminded that candidates are expected to have a
reasonable range and depth of knowledge that can be applied to the part B questions.
Candidates should take care that they can spell technical words correctly, especially when
those words form part of the question or the sources. Some candidates over-used words
such as ‘inference’ and did not have a secure understanding of its meaning. However,
overall, the language used by candidates seemed to contain fewer colloquialisms and slang
language this year than in previous examinations.
The candidates' performance on individual questions is considered in the next section.
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Question 1 (a)
The vast majority of the candidates were able to comprehend the sources accurately
and at least make a basic comparison between the sources, usually grouping 1 with 2
and contrasting with 3. However, in this examination session, there did seem to be more
candidates simply using them in order, attempting only basic comparison. As a result, a
number did not get beyond level 2.
Other candidates are well versed in using the language of cross-referencing without
developing and demonstrating the skill itself. In these cases, phrases from two or more
sources were paired and described as a cross-reference but without any explanation or
inferences drawn to develop the claim, such responses struggled to get beyond top level 2
or low level 3.
Similarly, there seemed to be a significant number who while noting the provenance of the
sources (e.g. Source 3 is from a right-of-centre newspaper so would be less inclined to
support Callaghan), did little else with it and failed either to apply it to the demands of the
question or weigh the sources which is necessary to access level 4.
However, there were some excellent level 4 answers that showed an awareness of both
the information in the sources, appreciating the nuances of the different aspects, and a
balanced approach to the question, realising that all sources had positive and negative
views on Callaghan as a Prime Minister.
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Examiner Comments

This is a well focused response which has
all the qualities of a secure level 4 answer.
There are a range of cross references and
inferences drawn. The sources have been
analysed effectively and weight attributed to
them. The candidate reaches a considered
judgement distinguishing between Callaghan’s
qualities and the government that he led.
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Question 1 (b) (i)
Question 1 (b)(i) was the most popular and again the sources were used effectively by
significant numbers to structure a response for and against the question. Source 6 caused
some difficulty, with the weaker candidates misreading its purpose, but most made good
use of sources 4 and 5. However, the weakness in this answer was the range and depth of
own knowledge. While many knew that Bevan “stuffed doctors’ mouths with gold” and some
that the BMA objected to his proposals on the grounds that they did not want to be salaried
civil servants etc, many simply accepted the claim in source 5 that the schemes being put
forward by the BMA and Tories were the same as that proposed by Labour (when they
weren’t). Candidates should have known the differences between a universal scheme funded
by general taxation and one based upon insurance which is what Churchill was proposing
in response to Beveridge. Consequently, some otherwise strong candidates gave a partial
argument, focussing on why Bevan was so important rather than looking at other factors to
offer a more rounded judgement create a balance in terms of the question.
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Examiner Comments

This response achieved a sound level 3 for both assessment
objectives. The candidate identifies the different representations
in the sources and develops arguments from them in the
answer.  The response refers to a range of factors from own
knowledge in the introduction and these are covered in the main
body of the answer. However, the knowledge lacks detailed
development. Hence this answer achieves mid level 3 for A01.
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Question 1 (b) (ii)
Question 1 (b)(ii) was less popular. Most candidates handled it confidently, and many could
define such concepts as monetarism sharply. Thatcher’s economic policies were generally
well known and the best candidates were able to engage critically with the sources to
address issues such as the selectivity of material. Candidates’ detailed knowledge of Howe’s
early budgets and trade union legislation, which was deployed to explain apparent economic
success, was often impressive. The downside, particularly decline in manufacturing and
unemployment in the traditional industries was also well discussed. Many candidates were
able to consider other factors in the apparent success, typically the onset of North Sea
oil and the credit boom in the more affluent areas. There were some impressive answers
that not only knew about monetarism and supply side economics but were also able to
evaluate Thatcher’s success with reference not only to its economic but also its social effect.
However, many responses were notable for not respecting the dates in the question and for
ranging across the Thatcher period, including the miners’ strike, privatisation (beyond Cable
& Wireless) and in some cases, the poll tax, none of which were relevant to this question.
Whilst the sources were generally used well, some had difficulties with the intricacies of
source 7 and some felt the need to doubt the reliability of the statistics in source 8. There
was an opportunity to consider the value of source 9 in weighing up the validity of the
representations, but candidates who described the provenance of the secondary sources
were not using their time effectively. In some cases, candidates had difficulty reaching a
balanced viewpoint on Thatcher with strong opinions either way that prevented them seeing
the nuances in the evidence that lead to balanced conclusion.
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Examiner Comments

This is an excellent response which was awarded level
4 for both assessment objectives. The candidate has a
clear understanding of the issues raised in the sources
and develops sustained reasoning from the sources.
The representations are carefully weighed to reach a
judgement. Knowledge is integrated with the sources
and used to develop the argument further.
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Question 2 (a)
The number of candidates choosing this option is significantly smaller than those prepared
for question 1.
Higher achieving candidates were able to discuss the subtleties of the sources both in terms
inferences that could be drawn and their provenance. Much in particular was made in the
provenance of source 10 to discuss the harm that social networking can lead to. Many
could see beyond the surface features of sources 11 and 12, to make valuable comparison
and contrasts, for example how vulnerable users might make themselves by adopting the
erstwhile lack of inhibition referred to in source 11 as opposed to the original intention
which was essentially to keep in touch. However many candidates described each source
separately, precluding comparative analysis. Such responses tended to take the sources
at face value, so source 10 was against social networking while sources 11 and 12 were
greatly enthusiastic for the medium. A significant number of candidates wanted to answer
based upon their experience of the internet rather than on the evidence presented.
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Examiner Comments

This is a secure level 3 response. The
candidate begins by outlining the key
positions and then has developed a number
of cross references and makes some sensible
comments on the provenance of the sources.
The conclusion however is rather weak with
no attempt made to weigh the sources.
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Question 2 (b) (i)
This question was less popular than b (ii) and was generally well answered by stronger
candidates.
There was evidence of good understanding in most responses, with candidates having sound
contextual knowledge of important issues such as the Belgrano sinking, the Profumo Affair
and the Iraq Dossier.
However, many responses suffered often from a lack of developed own knowledge and/or a
sustained focus on the question. There was quite a lot of reference to press involvement in
the uncovering of Profumo , the cash-for-questions and expenses scandals but many lacked
specific support and details were hazy beyond the simple assertion that journalists were
responsible for the uncovering scandals. Many candidates also made references to scandals
which have appeared on the paper before but could not be termed “political” (like Diana’s
“squidgygate”). The sources were mostly comprehended effectively but as always, many
filled their answers out with unnecessary and often quite unfounded references to their
reliability.
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Examiner Comments

This response scored level 2 for both assessment
objectives. There is some own knowledge
included but it is not focused on political
scandals. The sources are used for information
rather than to explore different representations.
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Question 2 (b) (ii)
Most candidates could offer a balanced response with valid evidence from sources and own
knowledge in support. The sources were well deployed in this question, with some critical
analysis particularly of Thorpe in 17 and widespread reasoning from the import of all three
to drive and develop the discussion. Many candidates displayed valid knowledge, including
the creation and transience of teenage years, the emergence of the ‘generation gap’,
greater affluence and the challenge of films like “Rock around the Clock” and "Blackboard
Jungle”. There were also some very good references to pop stars whose image certainly
did not challenge authority like Buddy Holly and Cliff Richard. However, some responses
included information outside the period such as the Beatles and conflict between Mods
and Rockers which didn’t begin until the early 1960s, but not to the detriment of their
arguments. Most came to valid reasoned judgements based on appropriate evidence, taking
into consideration the extent to which rock and roll could be seen as a rebellion against
conformity rather than a threat to authority.
Weaker responses inevitably perhaps tied themselves to source content, particularly sources
16 and 17 which contain a lot of actual information which could be paraphrased or copied.
Here too much information entirely out of period was deployed including the goings on this
year at The Stone Roses concerts. One or two responses tended to ignore both sources and
relevant content to discuss the relations between different generations in general terms.
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Examiner Comments

This is a secure response that achieved level 3 for both assessment objectives.
There is a clear focus on challenge to authority although the candidate does
not consider its “seriousness”. The knowledge is limited in depth but it
does have some range. The sources are used to develop reasoning and the
candidate does move towards a judgement, thus meriting the level 3 awarded.
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Paper Summary
A general summary of the areas for improvement in the approach to this paper may prove
of benefit to centres.
Part A
1. Candidates should spend sufficient time reading the sources to ensure that they
understand the nuances of the arguments presented.
2. Candidates should treat the sources as a package in order to facilitate cross referencing.
Weaker candidates often resorted to a brief summary of each source in turn. Such
responses cannot go beyond level 2.
3. Provenance should be integrated within the argument, rather than treated as a standalone paragraph. This aids its use as part of the argument. Candidates should avoid
making sweeping assertions from the provenance that could apply to any source.
Part B
1. Candidates need to ensure that their subject knowledge conforms to the specification.
Weaker responses usually relied very heavily on information derived primarily from the
sources.
2. In order to address the question effectively, candidates need to offer an analysis driven
by the arguments raised in the sources, not a descriptive or chronological account.
3. Whilst it may be relevant to use the provenance of the contemporary source(s) to judge
the weight that can be assigned to the argument, there is no such requirement for the
secondary sources. Indeed, some candidates often engaged in generalised comments
that a particular historian is or is not reliable at the expense of developing argument and
analysis supported by specific own knowledge.
4. Candidates need to ensure that where the question asks them to deal with a specific time
period they do not stray beyond those parameters.This is a well focused response which has
all the qualities of a secure level 4 answer. There are a range of cross references and inferences
drawn. The sources have been analysed effectively and weight attributed to them. The candidate
reaches a considered judgement distinguishing between Callaghan’s qualities and the government
that he led.
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Grade Boundaries
Grade boundaries for this, and all other papers, can be found on the website on this link:
http://www.edexcel.com/iwantto/Pages/grade-boundaries.aspx
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