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Introduction
General Comments

This June examination session produced a good range of attainment, and some truly 
impressive work. The best responses to part a) questions proved able to use the sources as 
a set, cross-reference evidence confidently and evaluate conflicting interpretations with an 
awareness of context, to establish a balanced judgement. In part (b) questions candidates 
were able to develop their arguments more fully through the integration of contextual 
knowledge with the source material. It should be noted that the most successful accessed 
the key themes through the sources initially and then proceeded to develop these themes 
through deployment of their own knowledge. The very best used this analysis to arrive 
at judgements that drew on, and sometimes reconciled, conflicting interpretations of the 
evidence. 

Although it was gratifying to see so many candidates handling source material with 
confidence and proficiency, there were, still, some recurring errors that undermined the 
quality of some candidates’ work. 

1.	 A significant minority of candidates chose to tackle the sources in part a) questions 
in sequence. Such an approach made detailed cross-referencing, the identification of 
similarities and differences, all but impossible and thus frequently limited the award to 
Level 2 at best. Candidates should always look to tackle the sources as a set. 

2.	 Another common reason for poor performance in the (a) questions was inability 
to understand and interpret the sources effectively. In some cases there was real 
misunderstanding but, more often than not, it was simply a case of careless reading. 
Although it is understandable that candidates will feel under pressure in examinations, 
they should, nonetheless, try to take sufficient time and care to clarify the task that they 
are undertaking and to equip themselves with secure understanding of the materials 
that they are given. Here, making a plan may help to eradicate errors that stem from 
undue haste 

3.	 Most candidates are aware that, for part a) questions, it is essential to weigh up the 
evidence contained in a source in the light of its provenance. However, for the higher 
levels this should not be relegated to a discrete section of the response but should be 
integrated into the answer and applied directly to specific points contained within the 
source material. 

4.	 In part (b) questions, candidates at the lowest levels resorted to paraphrasing the 
sources with any reasoning limited to simple cross-referencing. For higher levels it is 
essential that candidates are able to deploy accurate and focused contextual knowledge 
to challenge or support the representations contained in the sources.

5.	 A number of candidates, despite recognising the importance of both source analysis and 
the deployment of contextual knowledge, limited their mark by taking the sources in 
sequence and in isolation, with only a brief comparative reference. Alternatively, others 
began from a base of wider knowledge, and developed arguments on this basis, using 
the sources as illustration. While many of these responses achieved good marks in AO1, 
they tended to offer only simple or barely developed reference to the sources, at L2 
or at times L1 in AO2. The best responses used the sources and their own knowledge 
in combination, beginning with analysis and interpretation of the sources as a set to 
establish the core of the debate, before presenting support, development and evaluation 
from wider knowledge, to offer a balanced conclusion. Again, as for part a), the 
foundation of such high level responses lies in the initial planning.
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 6.	 Finally, candidates should remember that the source skills required for part b) questions 
are focused on AO2b not AO2a. A number of candidates still routinely evaluate the 
utility and reliability of the sources in part b). Such evaluation should only be employed 
where it assists a candidate in weighing up the strength of the representation contained 
in the source material. Speculation and generalised observations about the objectivity or 
otherwise of secondary historians serve little purpose.

Question 1

Virtually all candidates could appreciate that source 2 posed a challenge to source 3 and, 
in the process, provide some support through relevant selection. However, a number of 
candidates struggled with the satirical nature of the Vicky cartoon in source 1 and failed to 
identify the significance of the captions. At the higher levels, candidates presented detailed 
cross-referencing in support of their arguments and weighed up the significance of their 
points in the light of source attributions. This evaluation went beyond simple claims of bias 
resulting from political affiliations.
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This response was awarded a mark of 16. There is 
evidence of close reading of the source material and 
precise inferential cross-referencing on the sham nature 
of Macmillan’s achievements. There is an attempt to 
evaluate the strength of the challenge posed by Sources 
1 and 2 in the light of their attributions but this is 
not entirely convincing. It should be noted that the 
extraneous own knowledge that the candidate deploys, 
while not incurring penalties, is directed towards the 
assessment objective for this question.

Examiner Comments
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Question 1 (b) (i)

This was the more popular of the part b) questions. A large number of candidates displayed 
a very impressive grasp of the range and nature of the legislative reforms introduced by the 
Labour governments during this period. It was also pleasing to see that very few responses 
fell into the trap of deploying this extensive factual understanding at the expense of the 
sources, with the vast majority appreciating that AO2b as well as AO1 was being assessed 
in this question. The very best recognised that Marr’s description of a fiercely stratified 
postwar Britain, while supporting Tiratsoo’s claim that Attlee’s government did not achieve 
a ‘social revolution’, did not necessarily preclude the establishment of a society with greater 
degree of social equality.
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This response was awarded a low Level 4 for both 
assessment objectives. The answer presents a 
balanced analysis, uses the sources to launch 
arguments for and against the contention in the 
question and deploys a reasonable range of relevant 
and largely accurate contextual knowledge to develop 
these themes. The conclusion, however, is rather less 
successful, with too much emphasis placed on the 
reliability or otherwise of the source material.

Examiner Comments
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Question 1 (b) (ii)

Virtually all candidates picked up on the debate embedded in the three sources and could 
reason from the evidence of the sources through cross-referencing and drawing inferences. 
However, fewer could extend this analysis through the application of precisely focused and 
detailed contextual knowledge. Those that were able to extend the themes raised in the 
sources using their own knowledge displayed an impressive grasp of the lead up to, and 
campaigning during, the 1979 election, with the role of Maurice Saatchi in the Conservative 
campaign being singled out for special attention.  The very best balanced the weaknesses 
of Labour under Callaghan with effectiveness of Tory electioneering to arrive at a considered 
judgement.
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Question 2 (a)

Virtually all candidates recognised and exemplified the challenge posed by sources 10 and 
11 to the anchor, source 12. However, many responses found it difficult to move beyond 
superficial points of conflict and show any awareness of areas of reconciliation. Thus, at 
the lower levels, candidates picked up on the use of ‘manipulative’ in Source 12 and saw 
this as being in direct opposition to the views expressed in sources 10 and 11. Through 
closer reading of the text, those performing at higher levels were able to find areas of 
reconciliation by recognising that Brown is portraying Diana as a pragmatist rather than a 
self-publicist. The very best further weighed the extent of the challenge posed by sources 
10 and 11 through careful consideration of source attributions.
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This response is typical of those operating at Level 2. There is a hint 
of cross-referencing in the opening sentence and a valid point is made 
about Diana’s public duties from Source 10. However, from then on too 
much of the answer is descriptive and there is some confusion over 
the meaning of self-publicist. There is just enough on the similarities 
and difference between sources 10 and 11 for a mark of 8.

Examiner Comments
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Question 2 (b) (i)

This was the less popular of the part b) questions. Most candidates could use the source 
material to access the debate for and against the contention in the question and develop 
some focused argument through cross-referencing. However, many found it hard to extend 
the points raised in the sources through their own knowledge, with a sizeable number 
straying from the television and film into music. At the higher levels, many candidates 
seized on the reference to the throttling of the British film industry in the 1950s (Source 13) 
as a platform to argue the case for the renaissance of British cinema in the 1960s. The very 
best could place their analysis in the wider context of the austere 50s and ‘swinging’ 60s.
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This response is typical of those operating at Level 3 
for both assessment objectives. There is some valid 
contextual knowledge deployed and this is integrated with 
the source material. However, the range of knowledge is 
rather restricted and language errors detract from some 
of the points being made. Nonetheless, there is clear 
evidence of reasoning through both cross-referencing and 
the application of contextual knowledge. The candidate 
received marks of 16 for AO1 and 9 for AO2b.

Examiner Comments
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Question 2 (b) (ii)

 Most candidates found the source material very accessible but, for a significant number, 
lack of contextual knowledge resulted in very restricted attempts to reason from the 
evidence of the sources. There were some generalised attempts to support or challenge the 
views in the sources but only the very best could substantiate their points by displaying a 
firm understanding of the nature and impact of improved communications technology over 
the past twenty years. At the very highest level, candidates looked to exemplify the points 
they raised with references to particular news stories. There is no prescribed list of such 
exemplification and candidates were rewarded according to the range, depth and relevance 
of the material they used.
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In this response the candidate displays a clear 
understanding of the demands of the question but 
restricted contextual knowledge has limited the extent 
to which the representations in the sources can be 
evaluated. There is an attempt at balance, and some own 
knowledge is used as exemplification of the points raised 
in the sources but this lacks range and accuracy. The 
candidate received marks of 12 for AO1 and 9 for AO2b.

Examiner Comments
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Grade Boundaries
Grade boundaries for this, and all other papers, can be found on the website on this 
link:

http://www.edexcel.com/iwantto/Pages/grade-boundaries.aspx
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