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Choose EITHER D1 (Question 1) OR D2 (Question 2) for which you have been prepared.


D1 – Britain and Ireland, 1867–1922


Sources for use with Question 1 (a)


SOURCE 1


(A resolution passed by the Shadow Cabinet, 4 February 1914, after discussions between Bonar Law 
and senior army officers.  These included Sir Henry Wilson and General Gough, who both played 
significant roles in the so-called Curragh ‘Mutiny’ a month later.)


The army shall not be used in Ulster to prevent or interfere with any step which 
thereafter is taken in Ulster to organise resistance to the enforcement of Home 
Rule there.  Nor shall it be used to suppress any such resistance there, unless the 
present Parliament shall have been dissolved and a new mandate secured through 
a General Election.


1


5


SOURCE 2


(From a telegram sent by John Redmond to Home Rule supporters in Australia on 19 March 1914, 
describing the events at the Curragh)


The Ulster Orange Plot is now completely revealed.  The plan was to put up the 
appearance of a fight and then, through social contacts and political links in 
England, to corrupt the Army officers, leave the government powerless, and defeat 
the will of the people.


SOURCE 3


(From a letter to a friend, written by Major P. Howell, who was present in the Curragh Camp during the 
so-called Curragh ‘Mutiny’ in March 1914)


I don’t know who was responsible, but we are all agreed that the crisis was not due 
to political passion but to an absurd lack of tact.  We were all sick of ‘home rule’.  For 
weeks I’ve barely heard it mentioned.  Then suddenly, a bolt from the blue – we 
were all summoned and told we must undertake to fight against Ulster to the end, 
or resign.  5th and 16th Lancers resigned in a body at once.  I’m pretty impartial, for 
in principle I’m a home ruler, not swept away by Ulster heroics, but the army won’t 
act now unless it’s clearly for law and order and nothing else.


10


15
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Sources for use with Question 1 (b) (i)


SOURCE 4


(From a speech made by Gladstone at an election meeting in Lancashire in 1868)


The Church of Ireland is only one of a number of questions – the Church of Ireland, 
the land of Ireland, the education of Ireland.  They are all branches growing from 
the same trunk, which is called the Protestant Ascendancy.  We, therefore, aim at 
the destruction of that system of ascendancy.20


SOURCE 5


(From B. H. Abbott, Gladstone and Disraeli, published 1972)


Before Gladstone’s first administration little was done to improve the degrading 
system of land tenure in Ireland.  The landlord in Ireland was both Protestant 
and of English extraction, qualities that were strongly represented in parliament.  
Nevertheless the Irish Land Act of 1870, which limited the landlord’s powers of 
arbitrary eviction and enforced compensation for improvements, passed through 
both the Commons and the Lords with ease.  Both parties agreed that something 
had to be done for Irish tenants.  But the Act was not what Irish tenants wanted.  
Their wish was not to be compensated when they were evicted, but to be secure 
against eviction.


25


SOURCE 6


(From R. Ensor, England 1870–1914, published 1936)


The background to Gladstone’s second ministry was the agricultural slump.  Ireland 
was an agricultural nation and ruin fell upon it.  The Land League and its allies 
at Westminster confronted British statesmen with an unparalleled challenge.  In 
response, and under pressure from officials in Ireland, the government offered 
coercion.  But it was not in accordance with Gladstone’s political principles to 
pursue coercion alone.  It must be coupled with reform.  On 7 April 1881 he brought 
in his second great measure of Irish land reform, and its completeness astonished 
Irish and English members alike.  Its main weakness was that it offered in response 
to violence and crime what had been denied to reason and justice.


30


35
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Sources for use with Question 1 (b) (ii)


SOURCE 7


(A cartoon entitled What’s In A Name, published in the satirical magazine, Punch, in 1921.  It shows 
Eamonn de Valera and Lloyd George arguing.)


SOURCE 8


(From A. C. Hepburn, The Conflict of Nationality in Modern Ireland, published 1980.  Here he is describing 
the circumstances in which the Anglo-Irish Treaty was signed in December 1921.)


The five Irish negotiators, including Arthur Griffiths and Michael Collins, signed the 
Treaty under threat of ‘immediate and terrible war’ by Lloyd George.  Collins was 
well placed to know the weakness of the IRA volunteers at that point.  De Valera 
had known since the summer truce that some concession would be necessary 
and had put in place a plan of ‘external association’ between Ireland and the 
Commonwealth states.  He later claimed that he remained in Ireland ‘in order that I 
might be in a position to meet any tricks of Lloyd George’ and that the negotiators 
broke their promise to follow his plan, known as ‘Document No.2’.  But de Valera 
already knew that the formula would not be acceptable to the British government, 
and the main function of Document No.2 was to act as a rallying-point for anti-
Treaty republicans in the months that followed.


40


45
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SOURCE 9


(From a speech made in the Dail, January 1922, by Cathal Brugha, Minister of Defence in the provisional 
government, explaining his objections to the Anglo-Irish Treaty.  Brugha was reputed to be very 
jealous of Michael Collins.)


If I were to accept this Treaty, and if I did not do my best to have it defeated, I 
would, in my view, be committing national suicide.  We would be doing for the first 
time what no generation thought of doing before – wilfully, voluntarily admitting 
ourselves to be British subjects and taking the oath of allegiance voluntarily to an 
English king.


50
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Choose EITHER D1 (Question 1) OR D2 (Question 2) for which you have been prepared.


D2 – Britain and the Nationalist Challenge in India, 1900–47


Sources for use with Question 2 (a)


SOURCE 10


(From the views expressed in 1919 by Sir Michael O’Dwyer, Lieutenant-Governor of the Punjab, on the 
subject of nationalist unrest)


It is clear that the demands [for constitutional reforms] come, not from the mass of 
the people, whose interests are at stake, but from an educated and self-interested 
minority, naturally eager for power and position.  We must place the interests of 
the silent masses above the clamour of the politicians, however troublesome and 
insistent they are.


1


5


SOURCE 11


(A table showing the social composition of the Indian National Congress at annual conferences in 
1900–09.  Figures are expressed as percentages, to the nearest whole number.)


Year and 
place Lawyers Landed 


classes
Commercial 


classes


Journalists, 
newspaper 


men


Medical  
professionals Teachers Other


1900
Lahore 43% 6% 14% 4% 4% 4% 25%


1903
Madras 58% 17% 10% 3% 3% 2% 7%


1906
Calcutta 48% 25% 13% 4% 4% 4% 2%


1909
Lahore 54% 8% 9% 5% 1% 2% 21%


SOURCE 12


(From a letter written to a colleague in October 1920 by a Congress ‘moderate’, Sir Dinshaw Edulji 
Wacha.  He had been President of Congress in 1901.)


Gandhi has no political sense.  He is full of conceit and ambition, and the vast 
unthinking multitude seem to be quite mad in following, like a flock of sheep, this 
unsafe shepherd driving them to anarchy through ‘non-cooperation’.
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Sources for use with Question 2 (b) (i)


SOURCE 13


(From Niall Ferguson, Empire, published 2003)


Curzon himself once admitted that British rule ‘may be good for us but it is not 
altogether good for them’.  Indian nationalists agreed wholeheartedly, complaining 
that the wealth of India was being drained into the pockets of foreigners.  Too much 
was spent on railways, not enough on irrigation, education or famine prevention.  
The cause of such famines, they insisted, was not the increase in population, but 
India’s continued dependence on agriculture, tailored to British needs.  On the 
other side of the balance sheet, the British had invested over £400 million in India 
by 1914, increased irrigated land by a factor of eight, created a coal industry, 
improved health and sanitary measures and increased average life expectancy by 
eleven years.  It was hardly self-evident that the people would have been better off 
under Indian rulers.


10


15


SOURCE 14


(From Jawaharlal Nehru’s autobiography, published 1936)


Excessive population is unfortunate and steps should be taken to curb it wherever 
necessary.  But the density of population in India still compares favourably with 
that of many industrialised countries.  It is only excessive for a predominantly 
agricultural community.  Under a proper economic system the entire population 
can be made productive, adding to the wealth of the country.


20


SOURCE 15


(Comments made in 1974 by Sir Penderel Moon.  He had served in the Indian Civil Service in 1929–44 
and stayed in India after 1947.)


How could the standard of living be raised in this vast land of peasants? In 1937 I 
visited Soviet Russia to see if there were lessons to be learned, but no foreign power 
could impose such measures* to change the Indian peasant life.  I asked myself 
‘Should we even try?’  The Indian intelligentsia wanted to see changes, but I felt that 
only an Indian government could make them.


25


*  Such measures – the brutal drive for industrial development in Soviet Russia in the 
1930s.
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Sources for use with Question 2 (b) (ii)


SOURCE 16


(From Steve Ashton, Colonialism in India, published 1988)


The emergence of Indian nationalism made Muslims more conscious of their 
distinct identity and interests.  The influential Muslim scholar, Syed Ahmed Khan, 
rejected claims by Congress that India was one nation, and insisted that democratic 
reforms would put Muslims in danger.  When, in 1906, the British began to consider 
reform, the Muslim response was to seek separate representation under British 
protection.  They were encouraged by Lord Minto, who described their intervention 
as ‘most useful’.  The separate electorate, embodied in the Indian Councils Act of 
1909, established the Muslims as a distinct political community.  The attitude of 
the British has always been controversial.  Were they genuinely seeking to adapt 
parliamentary government to Indian conditions, or was the real agenda a policy of 
‘divide and rule’?


30


35


40


SOURCE 17


(From Rosemary Rees, India, 1900–47, published 2006)


The precarious alliance of Hindu and Muslim interests, achieved in 1919–24, 
collapsed as Congressmen began to regret the generous electoral arrangements 
given to Muslims at Lucknow.  Attempts by Muhammad Ali Jinnah to negotiate 
new arrangements in 1927 and 1929 were rejected and Congress sought to claim 
leadership of all Indians.  For Jinnah this was ‘the parting of the ways’.  As tensions 
mounted in the years that followed, British officials watched with a kind of bemused 
bewilderment, mixed with satisfaction.


45


SOURCE 18


(From a statement issued to the press by Jinnah in June 1942, during Gandhi’s ‘Quit India’ campaign)


Gandhi has at last declared that a Hindu-Muslim settlement can only come after 
independence.  He has thrown off the cloak that he has worn for the last 22 years.  
I have long known that Gandhi never wanted to settle the Hindu-Muslim question 
except on his own terms of Hindu domination.  He has dashed our hopes whenever 
there was a chance of agreement.  For Gandhi, Congress is India.


50
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6HI02/D – The British Empire Challenged

Choose EITHER D1 (Question 1) OR D2 (Question 2) for which you have been prepared.

D1 – Britain and Ireland, 1867–1922

Study the relevant sources in the Sources Insert.

Answer Question 1, parts (a) and (b).  There is a choice of questions in part (b).

You should start the answer to part (a) on page 4.

You should start the answer to part (b) (i) OR part (b) (ii) on page 9.

Question 1

Answer part (a) and then answer EITHER part (b) (i) OR part (b) (ii).

(a) Study Sources 1, 2 and 3.

 How far do Sources 1, 2 and 3 suggest that the Curragh ‘Mutiny’ was deliberately 
stirred up by opponents of Home Rule?

 Explain your answer, using the evidence of Sources 1, 2 and 3.
(20)

EITHER

*(b) (i) Use Sources 4, 5 and 6 and your own knowledge.

  Do you agree with the view that Gladstone failed to ‘pacify Ireland’ in the years 
1868–85 because he consistently offered too little, too late?

  Explain your answer, using Sources 4, 5 and 6 and your own knowledge.
(40)

OR

*(b) (ii) Use Sources 7, 8 and 9 and your own knowledge.

  Do you agree with the view that personal conflicts among the Irish political 
leaders were the main cause of the violence that accompanied the birth of the 
Irish Free State in 1921–22?

  Explain your answer, using Sources 7, 8 and 9 and your own knowledge.
(40)

(Total for Question 1 = 60 marks)
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6HI02/D – The British Empire Challenged

Choose EITHER D1 (Question 1) OR D2 (Question 2) for which you have been prepared.

D2 – Britain and the Nationalist Challenge in India, 1900–47

Study the relevant sources in the Sources Insert.

Answer Question 2, parts (a) and (b).  There is a choice of questions in part (b).

You should start the answer to part (a) on page 4.

You should start the answer to part (b) (i) OR part (b) (ii) on page 9.

Question 2

Answer part (a) and then answer EITHER part (b) (i) OR part (b) (ii).

(a) Study Sources 10, 11 and 12.

 How far do Sources 10, 11 and 12 suggest that, in the years 1900–20, Indian 
nationalism and the desire for constitutional change were confined to an educated 
elite?

 Explain your answer, using the evidence of Sources 10, 11 and 12.
(20)

EITHER

*(b) (i) Use Sources 13, 14 and 15 and your own knowledge.

  Do you agree with the view that, in the years 1900–47, economic development 
in India was directed by British needs rather than Indian interests?

  Explain your answer, using Sources 13, 14 and 15 and your own knowledge.
(40)

OR

*(b) (ii) Use Sources 16, 17 and 18 and your own knowledge.

  Do you agree with the view that, in the years 1900–45, political hostility between 
Hindus and Muslims in India was created and maintained by British influence?

  Explain your answer, using Sources 16, 17 and 18 and your own knowledge.
(40)

(Total for Question 2 = 60 marks)
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Indicate which question you are answering by marking a cross in the box .  If you change 

your mind, put a line through the box  and then indicate your new question with a cross .

Chosen Question Number:

  Question 1 Question 2
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