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Choose EITHER D1 (Question 1) OR D2 (Question 2) for which you have been prepared.


D1 – Britain and Ireland, 1867–1922


Sources for use with Question 1 (a)


SOURCE 1
(A notice posted by the Black and Tans in Drogheda in 1920)


SOURCE 2
(From a private letter written by Lloyd George in 1920, explaining to a constituent why the Black and 
Tans acted as they did)


A poor woman named Kitty Carroll was dragged from her house and murdered by 
the IRA, leaving a note pinned to her body – ‘Spies and informers beware!  Tried, 
convicted and executed by the IRA’.  I think it is important for people to realise the 
character of Sinn Fein policy and the nature of its campaign.  It was not until well 
over one hundred of their comrades had been cruelly assassinated that the police 
began to strike a blow in their own defence.


10


15


SOURCE 3
(An English journalist, Hugh Martin, describes Black and Tan reprisals for the murder of the local 
policeman, Inspector Brady, in Tubbercurry, County Sligo, in November 1920.)


On Thursday a lorry full of uniformed men entered Tubbercurry and, having looted 
the local bar for as much liquor as they could swallow, wrecked the interior and set 
it on fire.  They then went round the village, burning or wrecking shop after shop, 
shouting ‘Come out Sinn Fein’!  The surrounding fields were full of terrified women 
and children, crouching in the wet grass, although many had fled earlier in the 
evening to distant cottages, as soon as they heard of Brady’s death.


20


1


5


Drogheda Beware


If a policeman is shot here, five leading Sinn Feiners will be shot.
It is not coercion – it is an eye for an eye.


Our comrades are being shot in cold blood
by the louts and ragamuffins of Ireland.


Stop the shooting of the police or we will lay low every house
that smells of Sinn Fein.


(By Order)
Black and Tans
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Sources for use with Question 1 (b)(i)


SOURCE 4
(From A. C. Hepburn, The Conflict of Nationality in Modern Ireland, published 1980)


Parnell was the central figure in a small group of Irish MPs who were impeding the 
business of the House of Commons in order to publicise the nationalist cause.  His 
arrogant, forceful style won attention at Westminster and in Ireland, and amongst 
ex-Fenians in Irish-America who had nothing but contempt for constitutional 
nationalism.  The depression in agriculture and the appearance of rural radicalism 
gave him the opportunity to stimulate grass-roots organisation and capture the 
imagination of revolutionary elements at home and abroad.  As President of the 
National Land League from October 1879, he was able to create a united movement 
capable of advancing towards Home Rule.


25


30


SOURCE 5
(From Gladstone’s speech introducing the Home Rule Bill to the House of Commons in April 1886, after 
the spectacular success of Parnell and the Home Rule candidates in the Irish elections)


The voice of Ireland, as a whole, has clearly and constitutionally spoken.  I cannot 
say it is otherwise when five-sixths of its lawfully chosen representatives are of 
one mind in this matter.  Irish nationality expresses itself in the demand for local 
autonomy or self-government in Irish affairs.  I cherish the hope that this is not 
merely a lesser evil, but may prove to be a good in itself.35


SOURCE 6
(From R. Ensor, England, 1870–1914, published 1963)


In 1890 Parnell touched a new peak.  Had there been a dissolution of parliament in 
the first half of 1890, there is little doubt that Gladstone would have returned with 
an overwhelming Home Rule majority.  But suddenly the disclosure of Parnell’s 
private life brought down his career and his cause together.  The savage feuds 
created by his arrogant refusal to resign tore the Home Rule movement apart and 
rescued Salisbury’s government.


40
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Sources for use with Question 1 (b)(ii)


SOURCE 7
(From H. Pelling, Modern Britain, published 1960)


In 1913 the Conservative Party was determined to make the most of the Ulster 
problem in order to defeat the government.  Bonar Law gave a free hand to the 
Ulstermen to proceed to any degree of revolt if necessary and Carson’s Ulster 
Volunteers soon became a substantial force.  The Irish Nationalists at Westminster 
stood firm by legality – but behind their backs in Ireland, a younger generation 
grew impatient with delay and British support for Ulster.  They turned to the more 
extreme Sinn Fein movement, which was busy recruiting a force to counter the 
Ulstermen - the Irish Volunteers.


45


SOURCE 8
(From Padraig Pearse, The Coming Revolution, published 1913.  Pearse and other extremists were 
secretly active among the Irish Volunteers.)


The Gaelic League was the work of the generation now in middle age.  Our work 
is to accomplish the Irish Revolution.  The North has begun.  I am glad that the 
Orangemen have armed, for it is good to see weapons in Irish hands.  Bloodshed 
is a cleansing and sanctifying thing, and the nation that regards it with horror has 
lost its manhood.  There are many things worse than bloodshed, and slavery is one 
of them.


50


55


SOURCE 9
(From a speech made by John Redmond to the House of Commons in August 1914)


The government may safely withdraw all troops from Ireland, which will be 
defended from foreign invasion by her armed sons.  For this purpose, armed 
Nationalist Catholics in the south will gladly join forces with armed Protestant 
Ulstermen in the north.  And we may hope that from this situation there will spring 
a result that will be good for the future welfare and unity of the Irish nation.60
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Choose EITHER D1 (Question 1) OR D2 (Question 2) for which you have been prepared.


D2 – Britain and the Nationalist Challenge in India, 1900–47


Sources for use with Question 2 (a)


SOURCE 10
(Comments made by John Rivett-Carnac, who served in the Indian Police before 1914)


As a newly appointed assistant chief of police I was in charge of up to half the 
district, with every possible case, including murder, robbery and riot cases, in 
my hands.  The responsibility was very great.  You couldn’t do it without Indian 
co-operation.  A young district officer in the ICS [Indian Civil Service] with two 
departmental examinations behind him could be dispensing justice as a magistrate 
to some three-quarters of a million people.  We came straight from public school, 
and had very little experience of life but we had the strictest ideas of truth, fair play 
and decency, which was ideal for governing a country like India.


1


5


SOURCE 11
(Comments from Kenneth Mason, who joined the Survey Department of the ICS in 1909)


The Army was there for emergencies, but mostly we relied on the police to keep 
control.  The British reputation in India was extraordinarily high, it was widely 
recognised that the ICS was utterly incorruptible.  We had to rely on respect, and 
therefore newcomers had to conform to certain social standards.  I would have 
been the first to tell a man off if I thought he was lowering our prestige.  We had to 
rule by prestige, there’s no doubt about it.


10


SOURCE 12
(From a speech given to the Indian National Congress in 1907 by Bal Tilak, calling for resistance to 
British rule)


At present we are clerks and willing instruments of our own oppression at the hands 
of an alien government, which rules by keeping us in ignorance.  Every Englishman 
knows that they are a mere handful in this country, and it is the business of every 
one of them to fool you into believing that you are weak and they are strong.


15
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Sources for use with Question 2 (b)(i)


SOURCE 13
(From Niall Ferguson, Empire, published 2003)


The rejection by the British community in India of Liberal attempts, before and 
after 1900, to increase the role of native Indians in local government created a 
genuine Indian national consciousness.  The obvious contempt displayed towards 
the educated Indian elite provoked a profound reaction among Indians, especially 
the ‘Bengali Babus’.  By 1900 the Indian National Congress was already established.  
Though initially intended by its British founder to defuse Indian anger, Congress 
would quickly become the cradle of modern Indian nationalism.  Before 1914, the 
British had already faced economic boycotts and terrorism over the clumsy attempt 
to partition Bengal.


20


25


SOURCE 14
(From a speech made by Gandhi to Congress in 1915)


We are, above all, British citizens of the Great British Empire.  Fighting as the British 
are at present in a righteous cause for the good and glory of human dignity and 
civilisation, our duty is clear: to do our best to support the British, to offer our lives 
and property in the fight.


30


SOURCE 15
(From W. O. Simpson, Changing Horizons, published 1986)


In India as elsewhere, the effects of the First World War raised the political 
temperature and brought forward demands for political independence.  In 1914 
Indians volunteered in huge numbers to serve the King-Emperor.  Altogether 
1,200,000 were recruited, serving with exemplary courage, often in conditions of 
appalling hardship.  But as the war dragged on imperial fervour weakened.  War 
against the Turks put a strain on Muslim troops, and in 1916 Congress and the Muslim 
League signed the Lucknow Pact, agreeing a joint campaign for independence.  In 
1915 Gandhi had returned to India from South Africa, convinced that the rule of 
the white man must end.  In 1917 the British promised ‘the gradual development 
of self-governing institutions’ but by then ‘Indianisation’ was not enough.


35


40
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Sources for use with Question 2 (b)(ii)


SOURCE 16
(From Charles Allen, Plain Tales from the Raj, published 1975.  This extract is based on recollections from 
a number of ICS officers who served in India in the 1930s.)


The problem of inter-communal strife between Muslims and Hindus was widespread 
even before the war.  It was the biggest problem for the district officer, and once it 
broke out he couldn’t do much but send out the police to try and keep them apart.  
It took only the slightest change or supposed provocation to set off a full-scale riot.  
The conflict between Hindus and Muslims was a long-standing one, and there was 
no answer to it – the best the British could do was to contain it.


45


SOURCE 17
(From a speech made by Jinnah to Muslims in Lahore, forming the basis of the Lahore Declaration, 
March 1940)


The Hindus and Muslims belong to two different civilisations, which are based on 
conflicting ideas.  To join together two such nations under a single state, one as 
a minority and one as a majority, must lead to growing discontent and the final 
destruction of such a state.


50


SOURCE 18
(From Rosemary Rees, India, 1900–47, published 2006)


The First World War brought Hindus and Muslims together.  Events in the 1920s and 
1930s drove them apart, but in 1939 there was still the possibility that they could 
work out some sort of agreement.  After the war that possibility had gone.  The brief 
given to Mountbatten, by the British Government, in 1947 was that Partition was 
to be avoided.  However, Mountbatten’s consultations convinced him that Partition 
was the only answer.  Unfortunately, his partiality towards Nehru, his interference 
in the work of the Boundary Commission, his willingness to browbeat the Princes, 
and above all his fear that the British would be swamped by events they could no 
longer control, added to the problems that followed.


55


60


Every effort has been made to contact the copyright holders where possible.  In some cases, every effort to contact 
copyright holders has been unsuccessful and Edexcel will be happy to rectify any omissions of acknowledgement 
at the first opportunity.
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6HI02/D – The British Empire Challenged

Choose EITHER D1 (Question 1) OR D2 (Question 2) for which you have been prepared.

D1 – Britain and Ireland, 1867–1922

Study Sources 1 to 9.  Answer Question 1, parts (a) and (b).
There is a choice of questions in part (b).

You should start the answer to part (a) on page 4.
You should start the answer to part (b) (i) OR (b) (ii) on page 9.

Question 1

Answer part (a) and then answer EITHER part (b) (i) OR part (b) (ii).

(a) Study Sources 1, 2 and 3.

 How far do Sources 1 and 3 support Lloyd George’s defence in Source 2 of the actions 
taken by the Black and Tans?

 Explain your answer, using the evidence of Sources 1, 2 and 3.
(20)

EITHER

(b) (i)  Use Sources 4, 5 and 6 and your own knowledge.

  Do you agree with the view that Parnell’s leadership damaged the cause of Irish 
Home Rule?

  Explain your answer, using Sources 4, 5 and 6 and your own knowledge.
(40)

OR

(b) (ii) Use Sources 7, 8 and 9 and your own knowledge.

  Do you agree with the view that by 1914 it had become impossible to achieve a 
political settlement in Ireland without civil war?

  Explain your answer, using Sources 7, 8 and 9 and your own knowledge.
(40)

(Total for Question 1 = 60 marks)
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6HI02/D – The British Empire Challenged

Choose EITHER D1 (Question 1) OR D2 (Question 2) for which you have been prepared.

D2 – Britain and the Nationalist Challenge in India, 1900–47

Study Sources 10 to 18.  Answer Question 2, parts (a) and (b).
There is a choice of questions in part (b).

You should start the answer to part (a) on page 4.
You should start the answer to part (b) (i) OR (b) (ii) on page 9.

Question 2

Answer part (a) and then answer EITHER part (b) (i) OR part (b) (ii).

(a) Study Sources 10, 11 and 12.

 How far do Sources 10, 11 and 12 suggest that British rule in India, in the years before 
the outbreak of the First World War in 1914, was based on the respect and support of 
the Indian people?

 Explain your answer, using the evidence of Sources 10, 11 and 12.
(20)

EITHER

(b) (i)  Use Sources 13, 14 and 15 and your own knowledge.

  Do you agree with the view that Indian desires for independence from Britain 
were caused mainly by the impact of the First World War?

  Explain your answer, using Sources 13, 14 and 15 and your own knowledge.
(40)

OR

(b) (ii)  Use Sources 16, 17 and 18 and your own knowledge.

  Do you agree with the view that the Partition of India was caused mainly by the 
impact of the Second World War?

  Explain your answer, using Sources 16, 17 and 18 and your own knowledge.
(40)

(Total for Question 2 = 60 marks)
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Indicate which question you are answering by marking the box .  If you change your mind, 
put a line through the box  and then indicate your new question with a cross .

Chosen Question Number:

  Question 1 Question 2
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