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Introduction
It was pleasing to see a good standard of responses from many candidates in this 
examination series. Indeed, many candidates wrote with understanding and insight about 
the key themes.

The paper requires candidates to answer two questions in 100 minutes. Examiners 
commented on the fact that many candidates this series had clearly used their time to 
very good effect. Although some responses were quite brief, there was little evidence of 
candidates having insufficient time to answer both questions.

There was a wide range of responses across the mark range, but the paper appears to have 
worked in the sense that the most able were stretched whilst weaker candidates were still 
able to attempt answers to both parts of the examination.

In part A, most candidates were very skilled in using the language of cross referencing, 
but a significant number often matched statements that showed a comparison for agree 
or disagree and did not explain or draw out the inferences that are necessary to develop 
a cross reference.  In part B, whilst some candidates were very knowledgeable, it was 
disappointing to note that a significant minority of candidates relied very heavily on the 
material in the sources. Centres are reminded that candidates are expected to have a 
reasonable range and depth of knowledge that can be applied to the part B questions.  

Candidates should take care that they can spell technical words correctly, especially when 
those words form part of the question or the sources. Some candidates over-used words 
such as ‘inference’ and did not have a secure understanding of its meaning. However, 
overall, the language used by candidates seemed to contain fewer colloquialisms and slang 
language this year than in previous examinations.

The candidates' performance on individual questions is considered in the next section.
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Question 1 (a)

Most candidates found the sources accessible and this question was well answered by many 
candidates. The best answers engaged in sustained cross referencing in relation to the 
question. In such answers, candidates appreciated that Source 1 could be used to point in 
both directions, that Source 2 could not be taken to represent Irish reactions and were likely 
to contrast the optimistic note struck by Source 2 with the views expressed in the other two 
sources. There is still a significant minority of candidates, however, who work through the 
sources sequentially and therefore limited their opportunities for cross referencing.  Weaker 
candidates did not always fully appreciate the relative positions of Collins and De Valera. On 
the other hand, there were some candidates who used their own knowledge of the two men 
to write quite extensively about them; candidates should be reminded that this question is 
not assessing the deployment of extensive own knowledge. 
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This candidate briefly references the key theme 
of each source in the introduction, demonstrating 
a firm grasp on the core arguments. There is 
sustained cross referencing in relation to the 
question throughout the answer, comments on 
provenance are integrated into the argument 
and the candidate interrogates the sources 
thoroughly. This is a sound level 4 response.

Examiner Comments



GCE History 6HI02 D 7

Question 1 (b) (i)

Candidates were split fairly evenly across the two questions. The sources were accessible 
for most candidates, although weaker candidates did not tend to make full use of Source 
6. Some impressive answers were seen where candidates used extensive contextual 
knowledge which they integrated with the key arguments that were raised in the sources to 
arrive at a measured judgement. Weaker answers tended to fall into one of two categories. 
There were some answers where the candidates relied heavily on the material in the 
sources, demonstrating very little specific own knowledge and making rather generalised 
comments. The other approach taken was to describe, sometimes in very general terms, 
the content of the various Land Laws; for some candidates such description went back in 
time to the Famine. It was disappointing to note that many candidates made generic points 
regarding provenance which cannot be rewarded under AO2b.
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This answer is aware of the issues and the debate. It 
broadly takes each source in turn, integrates with some, 
but not extensive or specific own knowledge. It discusses 
the provenance of the secondary sources for which there is 
no credit in AO2b, which means that time that might have 
been used to develop the argument and the supporting 
detail has been lost. This is doing sufficient for level 3 in 
both assessment objectives, but would be improved if the 
sources were used as a set, rather than separately.

Examiner Comments
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Question 1 (b) (ii)

Candidates were split fairly evenly across the two questions. There were again some 
impressive answers seen in response to this question. Such answers were able to use 
the sources to establish the basis of the debate and to develop their arguments using 
supporting own knowledge. Source 9 was generally well understood and well used within 
high scoring answers; weaker answers tended to quote directly from this source, but rarely 
moved beyond this. Weaker answers often had some own knowledge, especially about the 
gun running incidents, but dealt less confidently with their discussion of Asquith’s role. 
However, some candidates demonstrated very limited own knowledge and relied heavily 
on the content of the sources, which they tended to paraphrase, sometimes with limited 
understanding. Most candidates focused well on the time frame of this question. It was 
disappointing to note that many candidates made generic points regarding provenance 
which cannot be rewarded under AO2b.
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The sources are used to drive the answer and their conflicting 
interpretations in relation to the focus of the question are weighed 
and evaluated. This candidate has quite an extensive own knowledge 
and this is integrated with the arguments that have been derived from 
the sources to reach sound judgements in relation to the focus of the 
question. This is level 4 in both assessment objectives.

Examiner Comments
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Question 2 (a)

Most candidates were able to access these sources, with stronger candidates being able 
to perceive some of the nuances that it was possible to discern. Stronger candidates were 
able to use Sources 10 and 11 to both support and challenge the premise of the question. 
Many of them were able to discuss what constitutes effective leadership and use this as the 
basis of their cross referencing. Such answers were likely to use their own knowledge to 
contextualise the sources. Weaker answers often worked through the sources sequentially 
with a separate paragraph on provenance. A significant minority of candidates engaged in 
description of a range of issues from their own knowledge. These included actions taken 
by Gandhi, including some from outside the period of the sources, and the development 
of Hindu-Muslim conflict. There were a number of candidates who did not spell Gandhi 
correctly.
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This answer clearly appreciates that the focus of 
the question is on Gandhi as an effective leader 
and keeps coming back to the issue. There is 
some attempt at cross referencing, but this is 
not well developed and sometimes amounts to 
little more than matching quotes. There is also an 
attempt to consider provenance, but this is not 
well developed. This response is a low level 3. 

Examiner Comments



18 GCE History 6HI02 D

Question 2 (b) (i)

Candidates were split fairly evenly across the two questions. 

This question elicited a variety of responses across the mark range. There were some 
answers in which highly sophisticated reasoning was demonstrated by some candidates who 
had clearly considered the sources with great care and were able to integrate arguments 
derived from the sources with sound own knowledge of the period.  For example, one 
candidate argued from Source 14 that ‘the reasoning Montagu gave was disingenuous given 
the subsequent brutal methods used to maintain control after this, both at Amritsar and in 
response to the non-cooperation campaign.’ 

Whilst many candidates argued effectively in favour of the question proposal that the 
British concessions were to increase control and picked up the prompt in Source 14 as to 
altruistic motives, fewer recognised the possibility of exploring 'nationalist demand' as a 
counter argument. Not all candidates were able to give accurate detail about the Morley-
Minto reforms or the Government of India Act, but many displayed better knowledge of the 
Rowlatt Acts, Amritsar massacre and the partition of Bengal. Weaker responses generally 
tended to rely heavily on the sources and only possessed rather generalised knowledge. 

It was disappointing to note that many candidates made generic points regarding 
provenance which cannot be rewarded under AO2b.
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This is a level 2 answer in both assessment objectives. 
There is no real sense of a debate, basic information is 
extracted from the sources and although there is some 
own knowledge, it is not very developed and not well 
integrated into the sources. There is no need for the 
candidate to discuss the provenance of secondary sources.

Examiner Comments
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Question 2 (b) (ii)

Candidates were split fairly evenly across the two questions.

This question elicited a variety of responses across the mark range.

Some candidates tackled this question with confidence, using the sources as the basis for 
a debate, supporting these arguments with well-founded factual knowledge. Understanding 
of the events that unfolded between 1945 and 1947 was frequently good, with candidates 
discussing Jinnah's call for Direct Action in context and in detail.

 Some candidates read the question as one dealing only with the reasons for independence 
and such answers did not consider the question of the speed of the process. Although much 
of what was written in such an answer could be credited, such misreading of the question 
often held potentially level 4 answers out of the higher level. 

Weaker responses generally tended to rely heavily on the sources and only possessed rather 
generalised knowledge. 

It was disappointing to note that many candidates made generic points regarding 
provenance which cannot be rewarded under AO2b.
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This is level 3 in both assessment objectives. The candidate clearly understands the debate and 
uses the sources to construct an argument, although sometimes the material in the sources 
could have been used more effectively. The arguments are supported by some relevant own 
knowledge, although sometimes the information is described rather than used fully.

Examiner Comments
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Paper Summary
A general summary of the areas for improvement in the approach to this paper which may 
prove of benefit to centres.

Part A

1.	 Candidates should spend sufficient time reading the sources to ensure that they 
understand the nuances of the arguments presented.

2.	 Candidates should treat the sources as a package in order to facilitate cross referencing. 
Weaker candidates often resorted to a brief summary of each source in turn. Such 
responses cannot go beyond level 2.

3.	 Provenance should be integrated within the argument, rather than treated as a stand-
alone paragraph. This aids its use as part of the argument. Candidates should avoid 
making sweeping assertions from the provenance that could apply to any source.

Part B

1.	 Weaker responses usually relied very heavily on information derived primarily from the 
sources.

2.	 In order to address the question effectively, candidates need to offer an analysis driven 
by the arguments raised in the sources, not a descriptive or chronological account.

3.	 Whilst it may be relevant to use the provenance of the contemporary source(s) to judge 
the weight that can be assigned to the argument, there is no such requirement for the 
secondary sources. Indeed, some candidates often engaged in generalised comments 
that a particular historian is or is not reliable at the expense of developing argument and 
analysis supported by specific own knowledge.

4.	 Candidates need to ensure that where the question asks them to deal with a specific time 
period they do not stray beyond those parameters.
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Grade Boundaries
Grade boundaries for this, and all other papers, can be found on the website on this link:

http://www.edexcel.com/iwantto/Pages/grade-boundaries.aspx
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