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Introduction
General comments
Once again candidates have been very well prepared for this option. Most, if not all,
candidates seem to be fully aware of the assessment objectives that the examination is
testing and attempt to present clearly focused responses. There is increasing evidence that
candidates are planning their answers. In an examination which tests sophisticated sourcehandling skills it is essential that students should take time to plan their responses before
writing. Indeed, it is noticeable that the minority of candidates who still tackle the sources
in sequential order rarely, if ever, present evidence of planning. It is, of course, essential
that for awards in the higher levels the sources are used as a set. There does still seem to
be some confusion over the use of contextual knowledge for part a) questions. It should be
remembered that part a) is testing AO2a only. Therefore, although contextual awareness
should be applied to see the full implications of statements within the sources or to see
the significance of the information contained in the attributions, any references should be
brief and directly focused on developing arguments from the sources. Long passages of
contextual knowledge are a waste of time and may actually lead the candidate away from
the task. Part b, of course, does require candidates to deploy their own knowledge, although
this should, where possible, be integrated with, and develop from, issues raised in the
sources. As well as AO1, part b questions also address AO2b – the ability to analyse and
evaluate, in relation to the historical context, how aspects of the past have been interpreted
and represented in different ways. This does not require the formulaic examination of the
nature, origin and provenance of a source, and certainly stereotypical comments on the
objectivity of historians are unhelpful. It is only necessary to explore the attribution of
a source where it helps to advance the evaluation of the representation contained in the
evidence.    
Candidates should be aware of the conventions of writing History and it was observed
this summer that a significant minority of candidates used abbreviations that were not
acceptable e.g. LL (Land League) and RTCs (Round Table Conferences).
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Question 1 (a)
Many candidates handled the sources very well and had a good grasp of the meaning of the
question and the ways in which the sources could be used to answer it at both face value
and in consideration of their provenance. It was impressive to see that some candidates
realised that land can be both an economic and a political issue and that the two are not
mutually exclusive. Such candidates generally scored highly. Many candidates tended to
equate political revolution with violence and economic reform with non-violence. Whilst
this could be a fair assumption, some candidates began to alter the question and discuss
whether the Land League was violent or not, straying from the question focus which
was whether its purpose was economic reform or political revolution. Weaker candidates
paraphrased the sources and took them solely at face value; they often confused the
meaning of political and economic, thus finding themselves unable to answer the question
with any precision. Most candidates were able to use source 3 at some level, despite it being
a more unfamiliar type of source. Too many candidates still make only a cursory reference
to provenance, and at a rather basic level without any consideration of the implications of
the point e.g. Parnell was a politician.
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Examiner Comments

This response contains sustained cross referencing and the integrated use of
provenance to support a range of arguments. It is difficult to see what more a
candidate might be expected to do in an examination – this response achieved
top level 4.
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Question 1 (b) (i)
This was attempted by slightly fewer candidates than question 1bii, but was still a fairly
popular choice. The question elicited some high level responses which explored the
complexity of both Irish and English politics and their inter-relations in the defined period.
Many candidates were able to offer an analytical approach and to begin to relate the
sources to their own knowledge. However, the standard of own knowledge was highly
variable. Whilst some candidates were very knowledgeable, others relied very heavily on
the material in the sources and a significant minority did not always have a secure grasp on
the chronology of events. It was an exceptional answer that ranged fully across the required
time period of this question; most candidates concentrated on either the earlier part of
the period or the en of the period. The sources prompted references to specific named
politicians and weaker candidates generally did not go beyond these politicians. A number of
candidates found it hard to integrate the arguments in source 5 into their answer, especially
those candidates who approached the answer in a narrative style.

10

GCE History 6HI02 D

GCE History 6HI02 D

11

Examiner Comments

An interesting response. The candidate clearly understands the question focus and
uses sources 4 and 6 in conjunction with some valid own knowledge to argue a case,
although it is neither well nor fully developed. There is certainly sufficient qualities
here for level 3 in AO1. Although there are level 3 qualities demonstrated in the use
of sources 4 and 6, the failure to make use of source 5 restricts the answer and it was
awarded top level 2.
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Question 1 (b) (ii)
This was slightly the more popular question for candidates to tackle and was generally
competently answered. The sources were used as the basis for argument and many
candidates integrated effective own knowledge with these sources and indeed, went
beyond what was contained in the sources. Many candidates were particularly well informed
about the role of the Easter Rising in the rise of Sinn Fein and of the importance of the
conscription crisis and the best responses were able to supply significant and relevant detail.
However, there was also a significant minority of candidates who did not go substantially
beyond what was contained in the sources and even some who treated this question as if it
were testing the skills of an a question. Some candidates also had difficulty in understanding
the arguments presented in source 8 and tended to extract quotes that did not demonstrate
a secure grasp of the source.
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Examiner Comments

An assured and cogently argued response that has an excellent range of own
knowledge to support the arguments derived from the sources. This response
reaches a strong level 4 in both assessment objectives.
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Question 2 (a)
Candidates generally found these sources understandable and accessible on some level.
Most candidates grouped sources 10 and 11 together and then judged their arguments
against those presented in source 12. Stronger answers were able to draw inferences from
the sources and then went on to cross reference the finer details. It was also a characteristic
of stronger answers that they engaged the two issues of ‘widespread’ and ‘long-lasting’
raised in the question explicitly, often by effective use of the provenance of the sources.
Weaker answers tended to paraphrase the content of the sources and often struggled with
elements of the provenance e.g. confusing Motilal Nehru with his son or placing the events
referred to in source 12 in the period 1919-22. There were a small number of candidates
who used this question as an opportunity to describe all they knew about the events; this
cannot be credited in this section of the examination. Candidates should be encouraged to
ensure that they spell names correctly, especially when they appear on the examination
paper – a significant minority of candidates misspelled Gandhi.
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Examiner Comments

This is a weak answer to the question and contains many problems. It paraphrases
aspects of the sources in quite a simple way. It lacks a secure understanding
of what the question focus is, so there are few clear links to the specific terms
of the question. There is an attempt to use some knowledge about Gandhi to
contextualise source 11. This just tips the response into the bottom of level 2.
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Question 2 (b) (i)
Answers were split fairly equally between the two questions. There were some very good
responses to this question at the higher end which made full use of the sources and
integrated them with a strong knowledge base which enabled candidates to provide factual
references to many aspects of Gandhi’s political career which were not there as pointers in
the sources. Some candidates were able to distinguish between political skills and spiritual
ones at an extremely focused level, making some relevant and well supported points.
Sometimes there was an imbalance in the way in which the question was approached, either
in favour or against the statement. Weaker responses tended to rely heavily on the sources
and therefore did not encompass the whole chronology of the question. Many of these went
through the sources one by one, adding in own knowledge and commentary as they went
along. However, it was evident that some candidates had only a superficial knowledge and
tended to repeat only what was in the sources. A few candidates went beyond 1945 for
which they could not be credited.
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Examiner Comments

This response clearly understands that there is an issue to be discussed and uses
the sources very effectively to drive the line of argument and is thus level 4 for AO2.
There is evidence of integration of the sources and own knowledge, but the own
knowledge could perhaps be a little more specific and also needs to encompass the
entire period. Thus, this answer is top level 3 for AO1.
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Question 2 (b) (ii)
Answers were split fairly equally between the two questions.
Most candidates were able to recognise the different representations of responsibility
presented in the sources, and most achieved some element of balance between them in
their answers. Candidates were then able to integrate this with varying degrees of own
knowledge to support the line of argument that they were pursuing as to which was the
most significant factor. The best responses contained a range of specific and detailed own
knowledge to support the interpretation that was favoured. Weaker candidates tended to
rely heavily on describing sequentially what was in the sources, and although many were
aware of Nehru’s relationship with Mountbatten’s wife and of Mountbatten’s desire to get
home for the Royal Wedding, this was often described rather than utilised within a clear
analytical framework and were often the only pieces of own knowledge present.
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Examiner Comments

This is an example of level 2 work in both assessment objectives. The candidate is
lifting many quotes from the sources and although some of the points made have
some implicit links to the question, the argument is not explicitly developed. The
selection of own knowledge to support the argument is patchy; it is, for example, not
clear what relevance of the partition of Bengal is to the focus of this question.
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Grade Boundaries
Grade boundaries for this, and all other papers, can be found on the website on this
link:
http://www.edexcel.com/iwantto/Pages/grade-boundaries.aspx
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