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Introduction
There were many good responses seen in this examination series, with many candidates achieving
marks at Level 3 or above in all of the assessment objectives. Such candidates generally offered a
considered analysis of the given source evidence, focused towards the demands of the questions,
allied to strong contextual understanding and with effective deployment of well-selected own
knowledge. Some of the issues raised in the summer report had been addressed. The purpose of these
comments is to help to achieve further improvements in the levels of attainment.
1. There are three specific assessment objectives that are tested in this examination and it is
important that candidates understand how these should be tackled in their responses to particular
sections of the examination.
Question a requires the application of AO2a. This requires candidates to analyse, cross-reference and
evaluate source material.
Question b requires the application of both AO1 (the selection and deployment of historical
knowledge) and AO2b (the analysis and evaluation of how issues have been interpreted and
represented, in relation to historical context).
An understanding of what each assessment objective tests would help candidates to focus their
comments more securely. For example, candidates who spend considerable amounts of time exploring
the provenance of sources in question b may very well be addressing AO2a which is not rewarded in
this question.
2. Although there was a significant improvement in the understanding of the sources for question
a, there remains a minority of candidates who would benefit from spending more time reading the
sources to ensure that they understand both the content and the provenance fully. Many candidates
have understood the requirement to cross reference, although they do not universally understand
exactly how to do it. For some candidates it amounts to little more than merely asserting similarity or
difference or matching up quotes from the sources.
3. In question b, many responses were characterised by a strong understanding of the sources and the
issues that they related to. Examiners were impressed by the extent of own knowledge that a number
of candidates brought to their arguments so that well argued responses were seen. It is important that
candidates remember to integrate the sources and their knowledge and not to treat them discretely.
There were however a number of scripts which demonstrated no knowledge beyond what was offered
in the sources. Where this material was well used, it was possible to achieve top level 2 in AO1, but in
many cases it was linked to limited understanding of the sources.
4. In both a and b questions, candidate should be encouraged not to approach their answers on a
source by source basis. Where candidates take this approach in question a, they are unlikely to have
engaged in substantial cross referencing throughout their answer. Where this approach is taken in part
b, candidates may have addressed the key issues within the approach, but it is unlikely to be the most
effective approach in enabling them to fully engage in an argumentative and analytical response, and
thus is unlikely to achieve the top level.
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Question 1 (a)
Candidates were able to demonstrate a generally good understanding of the skills that are required
in their responses to this question. The sources were generally well understood with only a few
misinterpreting source 3. Weaker responses however struggled to appreciate what was meant by the
‘Shadow Cabinet’ in source 1, often regarding Bonar Law as the Prime Minister. Weaker responses
also often did not appear to know who John Redmond was and this affected their ability to comment
on the provenance. There were however some strong answers to this question with better responses
engaged in developed cross referencing, especially with regard to the differences between the sources
and able to use the provenance effectively to examine the weight which the sources could bear.
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Examiner Comments
This is an example of a strong level 4 response which engages in sustained cross referencing and an
examination of the weight the evidence will bear in order to reach reasoned judgements.
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Question 1 (b) (i)
This was by far the more popular of the two questions. The best responses were able to differentiate
effectively between ‘too little and too late’. The sources were used in order to drive the argument
and were supported with own knowledge that was often impressive in its range and depth. Weaker
responses tended to fall into one of two approaches. They either slipped into narratives of Gladstone’s
actions in Ireland with little focus on the question or they depended very heavily on the sources with
limited supporting evidence and frequently paraphrased the sources rather than focusing directly
on answering the question. In the former approach, there was some tendency to lose sight of the
chronological parameters of the question.
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Examiner Comments
This response uses the sources to drive the argument and supports these arguments with sound own
knowledge. It is a secure level 4 response for both assessment objectives.
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Question 1 (b) (ii)
This was far less popular then question 1bi. Some excellent responses were seen to this question
where candidates had used the sources to construct an argument which was supported with impressive
contextual knowledge. There were however also a number of weaker responses to this question.
These generally tended to paraphrase the content of the sources with very limited additional
contextual knowledge and sometimes with some issues regarding understanding e.g. some candidates
appeared not to know that Lloyd George was the British Prime Minister. This made it difficult to access
the message of source 7.
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Examiner Comments
In this response the candidate uses the sources well to drive an argument and achieves a secure level 3 for
AO2b. There is some understanding of the focus of the question but there is very little contextual knowledge,
so it is low level 3 for AO1.
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Question 2 (a)
Candidates were able to demonstrate a generally good understanding of the skills that are required
in their responses to this question. The sources were generally well understood. Although some
impressive answers were seen, many candidates were not able to draw out the more complex
arguments contained in the sources. This was particularly true of source 11. Some candidates
struggled to understand the meaning of the statistics and virtually no candidate commented on the
provenance of the source. Candidates should be aware that inferences should be rooted in what is
in the sources; to infer an event of 1898 from source 10, as one candidate did, cannot be sustained.
Better responses focused on the antagonism of source 12 towards Gandhi with relevant explanation.
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Examiner Comments
This is an example of how some candidates approach question a. It paraphrases each source in turn, making
some links to the focus of the question and some simple comments on provenance. There is no attempt made
at any point, not even in the conclusion to engage in cross referencing. This is a typical mid level 2 response.
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Question 2 (b) (i)
This was the less popular of the two questions and very few good answers were seen. Almost all
responses to this question relied heavily or exclusively on the material that was in the sources. This
was used with varying degrees of success and understanding. Responses to this question often made
extensive use of AO2a in the absence of any factual detail; this cannot be credited. Some candidates
were able to make use of contextual knowledge to offer some clever and appropriate twists, but these
were the exception.
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Examiner Comments
This response has used the sources fully to try to develop a response to the question, so it is a secure level 3
in AO2b. It lacks very much in terms of specific own knowledge, although it does try to focus on the terms of
the question. It is therefore at the level 2/level 3 margin.
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Question 2 (b) (ii)
This was the more popular question on this section of the paper. It tended to be more successfully
answered than question 2bi although it is a concern that there was still an overall lack of contextual
knowledge and an over-reliance on the sources by a number of candidates. There were however a
number of responses where the candidates used much contextual knowledge to help explain the
sources material and drive the answer towards a judgement. In these cases, candidates were able to
bend what they had learned to the question.
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Examiner Comments
This candidate clearly knows quite a lot, as is evidenced by the attempt at the end of the response to shoe
horn in as much as possible. The candidate argues convincingly from the sources. This is at the level 3/ level
4 margin in both assessment objectives.
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Grade Boundaries
Grade boundaries for this, and all other papers, can be found on the website on this link:
http://www.edexcel.com/iwantto/Pages/grade-boundaries.aspx
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