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Introduction
Examiners reported that the majority of candidates understood the essential requirements
of the Unit 2 examination. Many were able to structure their work effectively, addressing the
specific focus of both the Part A and Part B questions and writing with understanding and
insight about the key themes.
At the highest levels of attainment, there was impressive work.
However, it is disappointing to note that there were a minority of candidates seen in this
exam series who did less well, both in terms of their skills set and their knowledge base.
In Part A , many candidates were able to use the language of cross referencing, but a
significant number often matched statements that showed a comparison for agreement or
disagreement and did not explain or draw out the inferences that are necessary to develop
a cross reference. There seemed to be an increase this series in the number of candidates
who worked through the sources sequentially; this makes it very hard for candidates to
cross reference effectively and move beyond level 2. There also appeared to be an increase
in the number of candidates who were using their own knowledge to develop points raised
in the content of the sources in this question in this exam series. There is no credit for this
in Part A and thus, such candidates waste time that would be better spent developing those
aspects of the answer that do gain credit – cross referencing, a consideration of provenance
linked to the arguments and judgements.
In Part B , it was again disappointing to note that a minority of candidates relied very
heavily on the material in the sources, which was not always securely understood. In a
small number of cases, there was no evidence of any own knowledge at all being used.
Centres are reminded that candidates are expected to have some range and depth of
knowledge that can be applied to the Part B questions. There also appeared to be an
increase in the number of responses seen this year where candidates used their own
knowledge to create the line of argument and made only passing reference to the sources.
The best answers made use of both elements, using the sources to shape the argument
and own knowledge to develop the points raised. Despite comments in previous examiners’
reports, even more candidates appeared to comment on provenance in their responses
to Part B in this exam series. Such comments are often very generic – the historian can
be trusted because they have the benefit of hindsight (or they cannot be trusted because
they were not an eye witness to the event). In any event, such comments, even if well
developed, generally do not contribute to AO2b, which is what is being tested in Part B.
Candidates would do well to develop their arguments in relation to the question, rather than
write whole paragraphs on provenance which can earn no credit under AO2b.
Candidates should take care that they can spell technical words correctly, especially
when those words form part of the question or the sources. The usage of ‘bias’ seems to
have increased again this year and brings with it all the variant misspellings – biast and
biasicity to name but two. Where candidates have a few minutes left at the end of the
exam, they would be well advised to check their work – there seemed to be an increase in
misnumbering of sources and misquoting of dates (e.g. 1956 instead of 1856) which might
well be identified if the script was proof read at the end.
The candidates' performance on individual questions is considered in the next section.
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Question 1
Question 1(a)
This question worked well and presented few difficulties for candidates. They generally
found the sources accessible and it is pleasing to note that there were relatively few
examples of a source by source approach seen. Most candidates attempted to engage in
comparison and cross referencing, even where it was not well developed. Some answers
tended to take the sources at face value or to only pick out what a general reading
revealed. As a result, for example, some candidates took Source 3’s rejection of war to
show a lack of support for the war effort. A number of candidates did not recognise that the
attitude of Source 2 changed over time and saw his position as static – either supporting
or not supporting the war. There was some confusion for some candidates with the gender
of Source 3 and, to a lesser extent, Source 1. This rarely impacted on the evaluation of
provenance. However, many candidates were able to identify some of the nuances of the
sources. Most candidates discussed the provenance of the sources, but many did not pick up
on the differing dates or used provenance rather generically e.g. Source 3 was a diary, so
it must be reliable. The best responses were able to cross reference all three sources with
confidence, commenting appropriately on the provenance to support the judgements that
were being reached.
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Examiner Comments

This response is clearly aware of the focus of the question and uses
the sources to offer both agreement and disagreement to the position
outlined in the question. The sources are clearly cross referenced and
provenance is considered. There is evidence of the candidate starting
to reach a judgement. This combination of skills means that this
response has accessed Level 4.
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Question 1 (b) (i)
Candidates were split fairly evenly across the two questions, with slightly fewer attempting
this question. Most responses argued from the sources with some general comments about
the constraints imposed on Fenton in terms of technology and the limitations of sources of
information in the case of Russell. Candidates often tended to write more confidently about
Russell than Fenton. This may be because they were able to use Source 5 to develop their
ideas and link this to the debate about the Charge of the Light Brigade. Only a minority of
candidates were able to bring a range of detailed own knowledge to support their argument.
Indeed, there were a number of misapprehensions about the work of both men, revealing a
lack of specific own knowledge about their work. Whilst some candidates tended to structure
their responses on a source by source basis, more developed answers looked for the
issues and the alternative views that could be presented and were able to reach an overall
judgement about whether the work of the two men amounted to a ‘realistic portrayal of the
Crimean War’.
It was disappointing to note that many candidates were still making generic points
regarding provenance which cannot be rewarded under AO2b.
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Examiner Comments

This response relies heavily on the sources from which it extracts quotes which are not
developed. There is some basic contextual own knowledge, but the response lacks any specific
detail. The answer spends some time exploring the provenance of the secondary sources and
this is not a requirement in the Part B question. Therefore, this response scores level 2 for both
assessment objectives.
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Question 1 (b) (ii)
Candidates were split fairly evenly across the two questions, with slightly more attempting
this question. It is very pleasing to note that the majority of candidates used the sources
to develop a line of argument, even where the answer was constructed on a source by
source basis. However, it was more disappointing to note that too much of the supporting
knowledge that was offered was often generalised or relied heavily on the sources.
Relatively few candidates were aware of the need to relieve the pressure on the French
at Verdun. There were, however, some effective points made on developments in tactics
such as the use of tanks and the creeping barrage. Most candidates were able to discuss
the casualties on the first day of the Somme, although not all were able to go far beyond
this. Source 9 was generally used at face value and few candidates went beyond this in
their use of this source. The best answers that were seen were able to use the sources
to create a line of argument which was supported by a range of specific and detailed
knowledge and some impressive writing was seen in response to this question. However,
It was disappointing to note that, despite comments in previous examiners’ reports, many
candidates were still making generic points regarding provenance, sometimes at great
length, which cannot be rewarded under AO2b.
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Examiner Comments

This is a Level 4 response in both assessment objectives. It argues
the issues throughout the response, developing the points that are
raised in the sources with a wide-ranging mixture of contextual and
detailed own knowledge.
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Question 2
Question 2(a)
It is pleasing to be able to note that most candidates did attempt to engage in comparison
and cross referencing and that only a small minority took a source by source approach to
this question. However, a number of responses to this question did not go beyond a surface
reading of the sources. As a result, for example, Source 12’s attack on militancy was taken
as proof of his anti suffrage sentiments, and some candidates argued from Source 11 that
the suffragette movement had been ‘injured’ by militancy. Better answers often recognised
that the simple fact that militancy was being discussed meant that it was at least in the
public eye, even if not always successful in outcome. Most candidates also considered
provenance within their responses, although not all responses developed this sufficiently to
support the arguments fully that they were making. The best answers showed a recognition
of the differing dates of the sources and commented sensibly on this.
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Examiner Comments

This is an example of a level 2 response. It attempts to make
some links between the sources, but whilst it uses the language
of cross referencing, with phrases such as ‘in comparison’ and
‘similarly’, it generally does not apply the skills required nor
develop the arguments. The candidate suggests that inferences
are being drawn, but often they are just paraphrasing the source.
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Question 2 (b) (i)
Candidates were split fairly evenly across the two questions, with slightly fewer attempting
this question. Many candidates were able to use the sources as the basis of a debate and
were able to discuss with varying degrees of success the importance of the Married Women’s
Property Acts, the Jackson Case and the ‘angel in the house’ theory. The most impressive
answers were those that went beyond these three areas to discuss other aspects involved
in the personal status of women, such as the custody of children, divorce legislation and the
campaign against the Contagious Diseases Acts. Such answers also frequently appreciated
the existence of class divisions between working class and middle class women. Some
candidates tended to write very generalised answers based on the content of the sources,
often working through the sources in sequence, or to misinterpret the focus of the question
and deal at length with issues of suffrage, employment and/or education. Many candidates
had not appreciated the chronological parameters of this question and included the First
World War in their answers. It was disappointing to note that many candidates were still
making generic points regarding provenance which cannot be rewarded under AO2b.
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Examiner Comments

This response understands the focus of the question and
contains a range of relevant own knowledge which is integrated
with material from the sources. There is some argument
in relation to the focus of the question, but this is not fully
developed. This response therefore achieves a secure level 3 in
both assessment objectives.

GCE History 6HI02 C

29

Question 2 (b) (ii)
Candidates were split fairly evenly across the two questions, with slightly more attempting
this question. The sources were well understood and were used together with own
knowledge by many candidates to create a debate that linked in class, the type of syllabus
and whether this actually made any difference. Some candidates were imbalanced in the
debate and weaker candidates generally used the sources for information rather than for
analysis. The best responses used the sources as a springboard for a wide ranging debate in
which own knowledge supported the arguments presented very impressively. Such answers
often made very effective use of Source 17, which was often only used for information
in other responses. They were also likely to recognise the nature of the distinction in the
provision available to working class and middle class girls. It was disappointing to note that
many candidates were still making generic points regarding provenance which cannot be
rewarded under AO2b.
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Examiner Comments

This response has understood the sources and integrates them
with wide ranging and detailed own knowledge to address the
focus of the question in an analytical way. Even though the
conclusion is rather short, the answer has sufficient analysis to be
awarded level 4 for AO1. The sources are sometimes used as brief
quotes to support the knowledge rather than being argued from.
For this reason, the response was awarded high level 3 for AO2.

Examiner Tip

Where candidates have a few minutes left at the end of
the exam, they should re-read their answers to check
for errors.
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Paper Summary
Based on their performance on this paper, candidates are offered the following advice:
All Questions
•

Candidates should proof read their answers at the end of the examination and correct
any instances where they have incorrectly labelled a source, used the wrong names or
the wrong dates.

•

Candidates need to use the terms ‘implies’ and ‘infers’ correctly. Candidates should
argue that a source implies something and that they, the reader, infer from it.

•

Too many candidates are using certain phrases, such as ‘using the sources as a set’, as
a substitute for actually engaging in the task that they are claiming.

Part A
•

Candidates should spend sufficient time reading the sources to ensure that they
understand the nuances of the arguments presented.

•

Candidates should treat the sources as a package in order to facilitate cross referencing.
Candidates who work though sources sequentially cannot go beyond level 2.

•

Provenance should be integrated within the argument, rather than treated as a standalone paragraph. The attributes of the sources should be discussed, not described. This
aids the use of provenance as part of the argument. Candidates should avoid making
sweeping assertions from the provenance that could apply to any source.

•

The best responses cross reference not only the content of the sources, but also
their provenance. This enables candidates to weigh the sources and reach supported
judgements.

•

There are no marks available for knowledge in Part A. Candidates should avoid arguing
from their knowledge since it cannot be credited.

Part B
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•

Candidates need to ensure that their subject knowledge conforms to the specification.
Some responses usually relied very heavily on information derived primarily from the
sources.

•

In order to address the question effectively, candidates need to offer an analysis driven
by the arguments raised in the sources, not a descriptive or chronological account.

•

Whilst it may be relevant to use the provenance of the contemporary source(s) to judge
the weight that can be assigned to the argument, there is no such requirement for
the secondary sources and it is not rewarded in A02b. Many candidates still engage in
generalised comments that a particular historian is or is not reliable at the expense of
developing argument and analysis tested by specific own knowledge.

•

Candidates need to ensure that they are aware of the focus of the question and that
they maintain the focus throughout their answer, to avoid straying into irrelevant areas
that cannot be rewarded.
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Grade Boundaries
Grade boundaries for this, and all other papers, can be found on the website on this link:
http://www.edexcel.com/iwantto/Pages/grade-boundaries.aspx
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