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Introduction
It was pleasing to see a good standard of responses from many candidates in this
examination series. Indeed, many candidates wrote with understanding and insight about
the key themes.
The paper requires candidates to answer two questions in 100 minutes. Examiners
commented on the fact that many candidates this series had clearly used their time to
very good effect. Although some responses were quite brief, there was little evidence of
candidates having insufficient time to answer both questions.
There was a wide range of responses across the mark range, but the paper appears to have
worked in the sense that the most able were stretched whilst weaker candidates were still
able to attempt answers to both parts of the examination.
In part A, most candidates were very skilled in using the language of cross referencing,
but a significant number often matched statements that showed a comparison for agree
or disagree and did not explain or draw out the inferences that are necessary to develop
a cross reference. In part B, whilst some candidates were very knowledgeable, it was
disappointing to note that a significant minority of candidates relied very heavily on the
material in the sources. Centres are reminded that candidates are expected to have a
reasonable range and depth of knowledge that can be applied to the part B questions.
Candidates should take care that they can spell technical words correctly, especially when
those words form part of the question or the sources. Some candidates over-used words
such as ‘inference’ and did not have a secure understanding of its meaning. However,
overall, the language used by candidates seemed to contain fewer colloquialisms and slang
language this year than in previous examinations.
The candidates' performance on individual questions is considered in the next section.
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Question 1 (a)
This question attracted a wide range of responses; the vast majority of candidates had little
difficulty in accessing the sources and it was pleasing to note that it appeared that fewer
candidates than usual approached the question on a source by source basis. The best
responses were able to make explicit, sustained and cross referenced comparisons with
Sources 1 and 2 against Source 3. Such answers understood clearly that Source 2 could be
used to both support and challenge the message in Source 3 and could relate this well to
the focus of the question. Such answers were often able to deal with the nuances of Lloyd
George's position in Source 2 and to place the evidence of Source 1 in context (i.e. at a time
of greater opposition). Less effective approaches to the use of provenance tended to make
generalised comments on the usefulness or not of newspapers or politicians as evidence.
The best responses integrated valid comments about the significance of provenance within
the argument rather than adding a bolt-on paragraph at the end of the essay. Very few
candidates identified Chamberlain correctly, with a significant minority believing that he was
the Prime Minister. There seemed to be an increase in the number of candidates who used
their own knowledge in the answer; this tended to be used to describe events.
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Examiner Comments

This answer is doing sufficient to move into level 4.
There is sustained and developed cross referencing
which is linked to the focus of the question. The
candidate does deal with provenance, but this
might have been integrated into the argument as it
progressed; quite a lot of this is left to the penultimate
paragraph. There is evidence of judgements being
reached, but these need to be further developed for
the answer to move to the top of the level.
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Question 1 (b) (i)
This was the slightly less popular answer and provided a range of answers. The best
responses understood the Prussian link and the time context of the sources to provide well
supported responses placing McNeill-Tulloch, Prussian success and Cardwell in a valid context
for the question. Such answers were able to integrate both own knowledge and the evidence
of all three sources into their argument. However, in the case of many candidates own
knowledge was limited and such answers relied on an argument drawn primarily from the
sources, although many such answers did not recognise the timing and context implied by
the sources. Cardwell was often used to show that reform did follow the war although quite
a few candidates answered the question with no direct reference to Cardwell. The Prussian
connection was often ignored and relatively few candidates seemed aware of McNeill-Tulloch.
Candidates were generally better informed about medical reforms than those of the military
or Civil Service and some candidates wrote at some length about the work of Florence
Nightingale and Mary Seacole. It was disappointing to note that many candidates made
generic points regarding provenance which cannot be rewarded under AO2b.
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Examiner Comments

This candidate clearly understands the focus of the question
and has some range of own knowledge to support the
arguments that are being made. The sources are used, but
there is a sense of the answer mainly using them in sequence.
The answer makes some generalised comments about the
provenance of the secondary sources and this earns no credit,
but does interrupt the flow of the response. This answer is
better on AO1 (level 3/4 margins) than it is on AO2 (level 3).
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Question 1 (b) (ii)
This question was slightly more popular. The most successful responses displayed a good
knowledge of the developments in medical care and treatment during the war to develop
a balanced argument which also factored in the different standard of care at the time of
Source 7 relative to that at the end of the war.
Most who provided own knowledge were able to show knowledge of VADs and FANYs, the
development of plastic surgery, prosthetics and trench sanitation/personal hygiene. A few
were also able to mention French mobile X-ray units and the growing awareness of shell
shock. Very few drew comparisons with the logistical problems of the Boer War. Weaker
responses tended to focus their argument on the sources. Such answers often took Source
7 at face value.
Some candidates used Crimean War knowledge inappropriately, whilst a small number
substituted the Crimean for World War 1.
It was disappointing to note that many candidates made generic points regarding
provenance which cannot be rewarded under AO2b.
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Examiner Comments

It is clear that this candidate understands that
the sources present contrasting interpretations of
the issue and integrates these views with some
well-developed own knowledge to reach sensible
conclusions that focus fully on the question. It was
awarded level 4 in both assessment objectives.
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Question 2 (a)
Most candidates understood the sources and many were able to pick up on the main points
of disagreement and support. A number of candidates were able to consider the context of
the sources as well as their authors when dealing with provenance. Many candidates were
successful in reaching a clear judgement as to whether physical weakness was the main
reason for withholding the vote from women. There are, however, still a significant minority
of candidates who work through the sources sequentially, making links to the question, but
failing to cross reference. There was also some tendency to comment on the provenance of
each source and state that it made the source 'less reliable'. A number of candidates did not
consider the provenance of the sources.
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Examiner Comments

Successful answers often outline the key arguments
of the sources in the introduction, and this approach
can be seen in this answer. There is sustained cross
referencing and judgements are made through the
course of the response. Provenance is considered in
a separate paragraph and the answer would have
benefited from including this throughout the answer.
Despite this, the quality of argument merits level 4.

GCE History 6HI02 C

19

Question 2 (b) (i)
This was the less popular question. There were however, a number of very sound responses
to this question demonstrating a thorough, and often impressive, knowledge of 19th century
legislation and legal cases. The best answers were able to integrate this knowledge with
the views presented by the sources. Source 14 and Source 15 were used well, with many
candidates realising the significant context of 1887 for Source 15. Only a few candidates
were able to draw the finer distinctions between the relative impact on married women from
differing backgrounds, despite the reference in Source 13. Equally the difference between
theoretical and real progress was commented upon in a few cases only. Weaker candidates
tended to focus on the sources and work through these in sequence. It was disappointing
to note that many candidates made generic points regarding provenance which cannot be
rewarded under AO2b.
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Examiner Comments

This answer uses the sources as the basis of its argument
and is aware of the different opinions that are expressed.
The candidate clearly knows the material and sometimes
gets a little carried away in writing about the events.
However, the answer does keep coming back to the
question throughout. This answer received a strong level
3 mark for AO1 and level 3/4 for AO2.
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Question 2 (b) (ii)
This was the more popular question. The most successful responses were those that were
able to use contextual knowledge and link it with the sources to display how the war and
its aftermath impacted on women’s rights in general, not just on suffrage. This included
using their knowledge about war work and changing political tactics to link in with postwar legislation and perceptions, but also being able to question how effective this actually
was. Such answers often displayed a wide range of contextual knowledge in support of
the argument, ranging from dilution, figures of post-war workforce reduction, specific
examples of individual success after 1918 and organisations such as Marie Stopes’ clinics
in support of points made in Source 17 especially. However, not all candidates were aware
of the specifics of the post-war legislation beyond the changes to the suffrage. A significant
minority of candidates spent too much time describing war work and spheres of influence.
Weaker responses tended to focus their argument on the sources, with limited specific
own knowledge. It was disappointing to note that many candidates made generic points
regarding provenance which cannot be rewarded under AO2b.
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Examiner Comments

The sources are used as the basis of an argument
and this is integrated with a confident own
knowledge about a range of issues that impacted
on women’s rights. This is a secure level 4 answer
in both assessment objectives.
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Paper Summary
A general summary of the areas for improvement in the approach to this paper which may
prove of benefit to centres.

Part A
1. Candidates should spend sufficient time reading the sources to ensure that they
understand the nuances of the arguments presented.
2. Candidates should treat the sources as a package in order to facilitate cross referencing.
Weaker candidates often resorted to a brief summary of each source in turn. Such
responses cannot go beyond level 2.
3. Provenance should be integrated within the argument, rather than treated as a standalone paragraph. This aids its use as part of the argument. Candidates should avoid
making sweeping assertions from the provenance that could apply to any source.

Part B
1. Candidates need to ensure that their subject knowledge conforms to the specification.
Weaker responses usually relied very heavily on information derived primarily from the
sources.
2. In order to address the question effectively, candidates need to offer an analysis driven
by the arguments raised in the sources, not a descriptive or chronological account.
3. Whilst it may be relevant to use the provenance of the contemporary source(s) to judge
the weight that can be assigned to the argument, there is no such requirement for the
secondary sources. Indeed, some candidates often engaged in generalised comments
that a particular historian is or is not reliable at the expense of developing argument and
analysis supported by specific own knowledge.
4. Candidates need to ensure that where the question asks them to deal with a specific time
period they do not stray beyond those parameters.
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Grade Boundaries
Grade boundaries for this, and all other papers, can be found on the website on this link:
http://www.edexcel.com/iwantto/Pages/grade-boundaries.aspx
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