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Introduction
It was pleasing to see a good standard of responses from many candidates in this
examination series. Indeed, many candidates wrote with understanding and insight about
the key themes.
The paper requires candidates to answer two questions in 80 minutes. Examiners
commented on the fact that many candidates had clearly used their time to very good
effect in this series. Although some responses were quite brief, there was little evidence of
candidates having insufficient time to answer both questions.
There was a wide range of responses across the mark range, but the paper appears to have
worked in the sense that the most able were stretched whilst the less talented were still
able to attempt answers to both parts of the examination.
In part A, most candidates were able to use the language of cross-referencing, but a
significant number often matched statements that showed a comparison for agree or
disagree and did not explain or draw out the inferences that are necessary to develop a
cross-reference. In part B, it was again disappointing to note that a significant minority
of candidates relied very heavily on the material in the sources, even when their
understanding of this material was not thoroughly secure. Centres are reminded that
candidates are expected to apply a reasonable range and depth of knowledge in answering
the part B questions. Despite comments in previous examiners’ reports, many candidates
continue to comment on provenance in their responses to part B. Such comments are
often very generic: e.g. "the historian can be trusted because they have the benefit of
hindsight" or "they cannot be trusted because they were not an eye witness to the event."
Such comments, even if well developed, generally do not contribute to AO2b, which is being
tested in question B. Candidates would do well to develop their arguments in relation to the
question, rather than write whole paragraphs on provenance which can earn no credit under
AO2b.
Candidates should take care with the spelling of technical words, especially when those
words form part of the question or are given in the sources. Some candidates overused words such as ‘inference’ whilst not demonstrating clear understanding of the
meaning. Overall, however, the language used by candidates seemed to contain fewer
colloquialisms and abbreviations this year than in previous examinations.
The candidates' performance on individual questions is considered in the next section.
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Question 1 (a)
There were a number of effective answers to this question in which candidates
demonstrated that they were able to cross-reference the arguments of the sources
convincingly whilst considering aspects of the provenance in order to reach measured
judgements. It was pleasing to note both that there were a number of candidates who
picked up on more subtle points of challenge and support in the sources and also that fewer
candidates are now taking a sequential approach in their answers.
Candidates found it very easy to select evidence to support the claim, although weaker
candidates struggled with the counter-argument.
Candidates were often aware of the skills required, making reference, for example, to
provenance and ‘weight’ and using the sources as ‘a set’. Whilst these phrases were often
used in responses, they were not always followed through. Weaker candidates were often
still implicitly cross-referencing. They suggested that sources agree/disagree but often failed
to give examples from the source to support their assertion. Few candidates explored the
idea that the Chartists were waiting for reinforcements.
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Examiner Comments

Note that this candidate references the sources in the introduction.
The response goes on to engage in some very effective crossreferencing with the sources being used as a group in clear relation to
the focus of the question. Provenance is considered and, although not
always successful, the candidate is trying to move beyond the generic.
The combination of effective cross-referencing, some development of
provenance and judgements made in relation to the question's focus,
mean that this response reaches level 4.

Examiner Tip

It is a good approach to reference the sources in the
introduction as it means the focus is, quite rightly, on the
sources from the outset.
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Question 1 (b) (i)
This was significantly the more popular of the two questions set in this option. The best
candidates were able to link detailed relevant knowledge with the source material e.g.
commenting on the contents of the Chandos Clause in reference to Source 5’s point on
the county franchise. Such answers fully utilised the sources in order to identify support/
challenge for the view in the question. Weaker responses made very little use of the
sources, often merely quoting directly from them. Such answers tended to make general
points about the terms of the 1832 Reform Act without linking them directly to the question.
It is disappointing to note that a sizeable minority of candidates continue to discuss the
provenance of the secondary sources, normally in very generic terms, which earns them no
credit in this question. Time spent on this aspect could be well used to develop the line of
argument and incorporate more supporting own knowledge.
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Examiner Comments

This is a standard level 3 response to both assessment objectives.
The sources are used to construct an argument, which is valid,
although perhaps not as fully developed as it could be. There is
evidence of some supporting own knowledge, although it could be
more extensively used. Nonetheless, the candidate does reach some
reasoned conclusions.
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Question 1 (b) (ii)
This question was not attempted by many candidates. Stronger responses linked arguments
derived from sources to help them make their judgements. Such responses integrated
the sources and own knowledge throughout, showing a good level of analysis in their
treatment of the factors. Using Source 9, stronger responses were able to discuss the
role of Chamberlain and were likely to note and develop the point that the Birmingham
organisation was set up prior to the 1867 Reform Act. Such responses were also able
to develop alternative theories for change such as the Secret Ballot Act and the Corrupt
Practices Act on the basis of their own knowledge. Although a number of answers focused
on parliamentary and electoral legislation rather than detailed changes to the organisation
of the main parties, the motives for change were acknowledged by most candidates. Weaker
responses often demonstrated insufficient relevant own knowledge to address the issues
effectively and also often struggled to fully make use of Source 9. It is disappointing to note
that a sizeable minority of candidates continue to discuss the provenance of the secondary
sources, normally in very generic terms, which earns them no credit in this question. Time
spent on this aspect could be well used to develop the line of argument and incorporate a
greater range of supporting own knowledge.
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Examiner Comments

Although this response is sometimes too descriptive, there are some
attempts to make links to the question. These links are sufficient in AO1 to
lift the answer to a low level 3. However, the sources are not being used to
drive the argument; they are occasionally quoted, but there follows very
little development. For this reason, AO2 is rewarded at level 2.
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Question 2 (a)
There were a number of effective answers to this question in which candidates
demonstrated their ability to cross-reference the arguments of the sources convincingly
whilst considering aspects of the provenance in order to reach measured judgements. It
was pleasing to note that there were fewer candidates taking a sequential approach in
their answers. In stronger responses, candidates were able to see the original concern
in source 11 about the Poor Law and link that to Source 12’s criticism. This distinguished
such answers as many candidates tended to combine Sources 10 and 11 in opposition to
Source 12 and not to go beyond this comparison. Strong answers also often made effective
references to the provenance of the sources which was integrated within the body of the
argument, although weaker answers often only referenced the dates of the sources and
frequently presented this information as a stand-alone paragraph at the end. There were
some responses which took this as an opportunity to display their own knowledge of the
Poor Law, but this cannot be credited in this question.
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Examiner Comments

This answer just reaches level 4. There is sustained cross-referencing in
relation to the question's focus all the way through. There is some reference
to provenance and some evidence of judgements being made, but more would
be needed to move this reponse to the higher end of the range.

Examiner Tip

Note the introduction: it is a useful strategy for candidates
to survey the way in which the sources work together as it
demonstrates understanding of the sources as a group.
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Question 2 (b) (i)
This was the slightly more popular of the two questions in this section. Many candidates
showed a very sound knowledge of the impact of cholera and showed evidence for this with
support from all three sources. However, some candidates were were less successful at
providing knowledge to support a counter- argument. The best answers referenced reports,
medical knowledge and the work of Chadwick. They made links to both Sources 14 and
15. Weaker responses tended to engage in description and to stray from the focus of the
question. Such answers often used the sources for information as opposed to arguing from
them. It is very important that candidates read the question carefully. Many candidates who
attempted this question wrote extensively and in a well-informed way about developments
after 1848 but could not be credited for this. It is disappointing to note that a sizeable
minority of candidates continue to discuss the provenance of the secondary sources,
normally in very generic terms, which earns no credit in this question. Time spent on this
aspect could be well used to develop the line of argument and incorporate a greater breadth
of supporting own knowledge.

20

GCE History 6HI02 B

GCE History 6HI02 B

21

22

GCE History 6HI02 B

Examiner Comments

This response contains an argument and counter-argument which are
clearly developed from the sources and supported by some relevant
own knowledge which comes from within the period. This answer is high
in level 3 for AO1 and AO2. No credit has been given the AO2 for the
discussion of the provenance of the secondary sources – this question
tests AO2b, not AO2a.

Examiner Tip

It is very important that candidates read the question carefully
and address the focus of the question in their response.
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Question 2 (b) (ii)
This was the slightly less popular of the two questions in this section.
It gave candidates the opportunity to discuss the role of government, from permissive
to compulsory, based on their own knowledge of the details of legislation in this period.
Stronger candidates were able to demonstrate a more secure understanding of this in their
answers. The role of central government was frequently weighed against the influence and
relative merits of key individuals such as Snow, Simon, Bazalgette and even Chadwick
at the start of the period and most candidates developed this point; weaker responses
tended to be more descriptive. Stronger answers were often able to identify that Source 18
implied that local government had a more important role in improvement than did central
government. This was often linked to a discussion of the development of democracy (such
as the 1867 Reform Act) as a pressure for reform. It is disappointing to note that a sizeable
minority of candidates continue to discuss the provenance of the secondary sources,
normally in very generic terms, which earns no credit in this question. Time spent on this
aspect could be well used to develop the line of argument and incorporate a greater breadth
of supporting own knowledge.
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Examiner Comments

This is a high scoring level 4 script in both assessment
objectives. It uses the sources to drive an argument in which
judgements are developed and sustained throughout and
supporting own knowledge is detailed and specific.
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Paper Summary
Based on performance on this paper, candidates are offered the following advice:

Part A
1. Candidates should spend sufficient time reading the sources to ensure that they
understand the nuances of the arguments presented.
2. Candidates should treat the sources as a package in order to facilitate cross-referencing.
Weaker candidates often resorted to a brief summary of each source in turn. Such
responses cannot go beyond level 2.
3. Provenance should be integrated within the argument, rather than treated as a standalone paragraph. This aids its use as part of the argument. Candidates should avoid
making sweeping assertions from the provenance that could apply to any source.
4. The best responses cross-reference not only the content of the sources but also their
provenance. This enables candidates to evaluate the sources and make supported
judgements.
Part B
1. Candidates need to ensure that their subject knowledge conforms to the specification.
Some weaker responses relied too heavily on information derived primarily from the
sources.
2. In order to address the question effectively, candidates need to offer an analysis driven
by the arguments raised in the sources, not a descriptive or chronological account.
3. Whilst it may be relevant to use the provenance of the contemporary source(s) to
judge the weight that can be assigned to the argument, there is no such requirement
for the secondary sources and it is not required in meeting this assessment objective.
Some candidates made generalised comments relating to the reliability of a particular
historian at the expense of developing argument and analysis supported by specific own
knowledge.
4. Candidates need to ensure that where the question asks them to deal with a specific
time period they do not stray beyond those parameters.
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Grade Boundaries
Grade boundaries for this, and all other papers, can be found on the website on this link:
http://www.edexcel.com/iwantto/Pages/grade-boundaries.aspx
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