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Introduction

Once again candidates have been very well prepared for this option. Most, if not all, 
candidates seem to be fully aware of the assessment objectives that the examination is 
testing and attempt to present clearly focused responses. There is increasing evidence that 
candidates are planning their answers. In an examination which tests sophisticated source-
handling skills it is essential that students should take time to plan their responses before 
writing. Indeed, it is noticeable that the minority of candidates who still tackle the sources 
in sequential order rarely, if ever, present evidence of planning. It is, of course, essential 
that for awards in the higher levels the sources are used as a set. There does still seem to 
be some confusion over the use of contextual knowledge for part a) questions. It should be 
remembered that part a) is testing AO2a only. Therefore, although contextual awareness 
should be applied to see the full implications of statements within the sources or to see 
the significance of the information contained in the attributions, any references should be 
brief and directly focused on developing arguments from the sources. Long passages of 
contextual knowledge are a waste of time and may actually lead the candidate away from 
the task. Part b, of course, does require candidates to deploy their own knowledge, although 
this should, where possible, be integrated with, and developed from, issues raised in the 
sources. As well as AO1, part b questions also address AO2b – the ability to analyse and 
evaluate, in relation to the historical context, how aspects of the past have been interpreted 
and represented in different ways. This does not require the formulaic examination of the 
nature, origin and provenance of a source, and certainly stereotypical comments on the 
objectivity of historians are unhelpful. It is only necessary to explore the attribution of 
a source where it helps to advance the evaluation of the representation contained in the 
evidence.   

Candidates should be aware of the conventions of writing History and it was observed 
this summer that a significant minority of candidates used abbreviations that were not 
acceptable e.g. RA32 and RA67 rather than the 1832 Reform Act and the 1867 Reform Act.
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Question 1 (a)

Almost all candidates were able to grasp the surface features of the sources and draw some 
conclusions from them. Many candidates were able to score well as they showed a strong 
understanding of the message of the sources and the significance of the provenance in 
determining the weight that could be ascribed to each source.

The best candidates were able to see the similarities between sources 1 and 3 and 
contrast this with the social/economic issues raised in both sources 2 and 3.  The very best 
reconciled the two viewpoints by seeing the desire for social improvement necessitating 
political representation. Some candidates still attempt a formulaic approach to provenance 
and weighting, but the better responses have a good understanding of contextual 
knowledge which is used to fully evaluate the sources and reconcile them through 
judgements. This could be achieved through reference to the timing of the sources and a 
consideration of Stephens’ audience. Weaker responses tended to paraphrase the sources, 
used own knowledge to discuss one of the Chartist debates and made simple comments 
about the sources being written by Chartists, without any secure contextual knowledge of 
the provenance e.g. expressing the view that Lovett was middle class.  In source 3, some 
weaker candidates were unable to distinguish between the political and the social.
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 This response clearly sees the sources as a set to be 
interrogated. There is evidence of cross-referencing, 
the integration of contextual knowledge to support the 
interpretation of provenance and judgements are made 
throughout the response. This is a secure level 4 answer 

Examiner Comments
 This response clearly sees the sources as a set to be 

Examiner Comments
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Question 1 (b) (i)

This was the less popular of the two questions and was generally not as well answered as 
bii. Many candidates struggled to address the issues of ‘the creation of a two party system 
of parliamentary government’. However, the best responses were able to use the sources 
effectively to drive an argument and to identify the key issues. Such responses were fully 
analytical, weighed up the evidence and often challenged the arguments presented by the 
historians. Such answers were generally able to use source 5 to good effect to support their 
line of argument. There were, however, a number of issues with responses to this question. 
Some candidates found it difficult to range over the whole period and focused instead on 
one piece of legislation or the other, rather than comparing their effects. Many candidates 
stuck very closely to the sources because they lacked specific knowledge on the impact of 
the two reform acts on political parties. They often wrote in rather generalised terms, using 
the sources to support assertions being made. Many candidates understood the extension of 
the electorate but failed to then explain this link to forming a two-party system.
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 This is a candidate who has clearly understood the 
question focus and who has a good knowledge base. The 
sources are all used with some integration and there is an 
analytical focus. It would appear that time management 
may have been an issue as the response does seem to 
peter out at the end. Nonetheless, this is clearly level 3 in 
both assessment objectives. 

Examiner Comments
 This is a candidate who has clearly understood the 

Examiner Comments
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Question 1 (b) (ii)

This was the more popular of the two questions and was generally better answered than bi. 
Many well balanced arguments were seen. Candidates were able to use all three sources 
to range across the chronology and to develop responses that presented an analytical line 
of argument, which identified differing pieces of legislation as marking the key step. Many 
candidates argued that the Ballot Act was a step, but not the key one. As long as supported 
argument was presented, any valid approach was credited. The best responses were able 
to use source 9 very effectively, drawing on its context to demonstrate their understanding. 
Many candidates compared the 1867 Reform Act and the 1872 Ballot Act as the key step at 
some length, but dealt more briefly with the legislation of the 1880s.



12 GCE History 6HI02 B



GCE History 6HI02 B 13



14 GCE History 6HI02 B



GCE History 6HI02 B 15

 This is a very strong level 4 answer in both assessment 
objectives. It integrates sources and own knowledge to 
argue an develop a sustained analytical response. 

Examiner Comments

 This is a very strong level 4 answer in both assessment 
Examiner Comments
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Question 2 (a)

Despite the clue given in the provenance that source 12 was ‘ridiculing the establishment 
of the Central Board of Health’ a number of candidates took this source and its 
recommendations for a ‘Sanitary Police force’ at face value, and this approach did impact 
on their ability to cross reference this source with the other sources and go on to consider 
the alternative explanations that could be developed from this source.  However, many 
candidates were able to engage in cross referencing and a consideration of the provenance 
of all three sources in order to reach clearly argued judgements in relation to the question 
focus. Some candidates engaged in extensive use of their own knowledge to answer this in 
the style of a part b question. No credit can be given for this approach to a part a question.
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 There is some attempt to cross reference in relation to the focus of the question and 
to reach a judgement in the conclusion. The use of provenance is quite weak, so on 
balance, although this is doing suffi cient for level 3, it is low in that level. 

Examiner Comments

 There is some attempt to cross reference in relation to the focus of the question and 

Examiner Comments
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Question 2 (b) (i)

This was the less popular of the two questions. Whilst it did prove problematic for those 
candidates who did not latch on to the key word of ‘objectives’, there were also some 
very effective answers seen. These generally began by pointing out the aims of the New 
Poor Law at the start of the response so that candidates had a bench mark for measuring 
success against these aims. They often pointed out that whilst in many respects the New 
Poor Law did fail to achieve its objectives, there were areas of success and utilised the 
sources to really debate the question. The best responses made good use of source 15, 
using it in combination with own knowledge, to weigh up the extent of success in driving 
down costs through less eligibility.  Even those candidates whose contextual knowledge 
was more limited were able to make use of this source, even if their comments were a little 
speculative at times. Supporting knowledge of the impact of the New Poor Law varied from 
the very limited to the exceptionally detailed. Most candidates however, did make reference 
to certain well rehearsed pieces of evidence, such as the Andover scandal.  
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 This response is outstanding in its range of own 
knowledge and its ability to integrate this with the 
sources so that carefully considered judgements 
can be reached. It is clearly a very strong level 4 
response in both assessment objectives. 

Examiner Comments

 This response is outstanding in its range of own 

Examiner Comments
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Question 2 (b) (ii)

This was the more popular of the two questions and produced some very effective answers 
which balanced the arguments and the sources to develop well-sustained judgements. The 
line ‘key individuals’ was used by many candidates to go through various figures in public 
health, about whom there was some secure own knowledge demonstrated, although at 
the lower end this did lead some to a narrative approach. The best responses were able 
to add in the development of Germ Theory and picked up the reference to the extension 
of the franchise in 1867 to highlight its importance in driving forward public health.  
Most candidates were able to contextualise the impact of cholera, although few of them 
considered the cumulative effects of the disease when addressing ‘repeated’. 
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 This response is level 2/3 marginal for both assessment objectives. 
It clearly works sequentially through the sources, paraphrasing some 
information from each source in turn. In the process of doing this, the 
candidate does show some understanding of the sources, for example, 
the reference to the ‘emotional impact’ of cholera demonstrated in source 
16. The information taken from the sources is pointed at the focus of 
the question, albeit not very well developed, and the candidate’s own 
knowledge, although quite narrow, is linked in places with the sources. 

Examiner Comments

 This response is level 2/3 marginal for both assessment objectives. 

Examiner Comments
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Grade Boundaries
Grade boundaries for this, and all other papers, can be found on the website on this 
link:

http://www.edexcel.com/iwantto/Pages/grade-boundaries.aspx
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