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Introduction

General comments

There were many good responses seen in this examination series, with many candidates achieving
marks at Level 3 or above in all of the assessment objectives. Such candidates generally offered a
considered analysis of the given source evidence, focused towards the demands of the questions,
allied to strong contextual understanding and with effective deployment of well-selected own
knowledge. Some of the issues raised in the summer report had been addressed. The purpose of these
comments is to help to achieve further improvements in the levels of attainment.

1. There are three specific assessment objectives that are tested in this examination and it is
important that candidates understand how these should be tackled in their responses to particular
sections of the examination.

Question a requires the application of AO2a. This requires candidates to analyse, cross-reference and
evaluate source material.

Question b requires the application of both AO1 (the selection and deployment of historical
knowledge) and AO2b (the analysis and evaluation of how issues have been interpreted and
represented, in relation to historical context).

An understanding of what each assessment objective tests would help candidates to focus their
comments more securely. For example, candidates who spend considerable amounts of time exploring
the provenance of sources in question b may very well be addressing AO2a which is not rewarded in
this question.

2. Although there was a significant improvement in the understanding of the sources for question

a, there remains a minority of candidates who would benefit from spending more time reading the
sources to ensure that they understand both the content and the provenance fully. Many candidates
have understood the requirement to cross reference, although they do not universally understand
exactly how to do it. For some candidates it amounts to little more than merely asserting similarity or
difference or matching up quotes from the sources.

3. In question b, many responses were characterised by a strong understanding of the sources and the
issues that they related to. Examiners were impressed by the extent of own knowledge that a number
of candidates brought to their arguments so that well argued responses were seen. It is important that
candidates remember to integrate the sources and their knowledge and not to treat them discretely.
There were however a number of scripts which demonstrated no knowledge beyond what was offered
in the sources. Where this material was well used, it was possible to achieve top level 2 in AO1, but in
many cases it was linked to limited understanding of the sources.

4. In both a and b questions, candidate should be encouraged not to approach their answers on a
source by source basis. Where candidates take this approach in question a, they are unlikely to have
engaged in substantial cross referencing throughout their answer. Where this approach is taken in part
b, candidates may have addressed the key issues within the approach, but it is unlikely to be the most
effective approach in enabling them to fully engage in an argumentative and analytical response, and
thus is unlikely to achieve the top level.
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Question 1 (a)

Candidates were able to demonstrate generally good cross referencing skills in their responses to

this question. Most candidates were able to identify that source 2 offered some support for violence
and most recognised that it also contradicted Grey when it talked about the control of the main
crowd. Fewer candidates were able to recognise the subtle point about radicals wishing to give the
impression of violence. Most candidates also saw that source 3 could be used for both support in the
comment about violence potentially bursting forth, and challenge in the description of London being
calmer than expected. Many candidates made reference to the sources’ attributes. A number of
candidates commented about the potential problem of Grey’s letter being of less value owing to his
aim of persuading the king to support reform although relatively few commented on the dating of the
sources. Only the very best responses reached conclusions by explicitly taking the sources as a set and
considering the weight that could be attached to them.

indicate which question you are answering by marking a cross in the box [®. If you change
your mind, put a line through the box § and then indicate your new question with a cross [¥.
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Examiner Comments

In this response, the candidate clearly understands the focus of the question,
has engaged in cross referencing throughout and shows an awareness of the
significance of the provenance. This is a strong level 3 response.
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Question 1 (b) (i)

This was by far the more popular of the two questions. The sources were generally comprehended,
with most candidates identifying support for violence in Source 4’s reference to physical force and
Source 5’s comment on there having been violence. Better responses developed the point about

this losing support from the middle class and giving the government an excuse to be repressive

and dismissive; this was often supported with comments on the rejection of the Charter and the

use of force. The best responses were able to cross reference this with the information in source 5
about violent radicals being enemies and source 6’s comment on the government’s swift action at
Kennington Common. This was supported in better responses by reference to the special constables
and the development of the railways. Most candidates were able to use source 6 to reference other
reasons for Chartist failure, such as the development of separate middle class and working class
organisations. These were often developed to explain about the government passing social legislation
which increasingly reduced working class fervour for Chartism. Most candidates also picked up on the
point in source 6 about divisions in the leadership and were able to extend this on the basis o their
own knowledge. The extent of own knowledge was widely variable. The best responses were very well
informed and used this knowledge to extend the points raised in the sources; some candidates made
use of virtually no own knowledge. Candidates should ensure that they read the question carefully -
this was not a question on did Chartism fail.

Answcr EITHER part (b) (i) OR part (b) (ii) of your chosen question,
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Examiner Comments

This candidate clearly understands the question focus and presents
an argument which integrates both the sources and own knowledge to
produce a clearly argued response. Level 4 in both AO1 and AO2a
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Question 1 (b) (ii)

This was not a popular question and tended to be either very well done or poorly done. Most
candidates were able to use the point in source 7 about Tamworth and in source 9 about Disraeli

to show that political power had shifted to the political parties. The weaker responses often
misinterpreted source 8, failing to see that it said little had really changed. The best responses were
able to recognise that change occurred but that it took a long time to take effect, as suggested by
source 9. Weaker responses offered very little in the way of supporting evidence, with a few unable
to make any comments on political parties. The best responses made reference to the impact of 1832
on the organisation, structure and methods of political parties, such as the Carlton Club, the Lichfield
House Compact and developed the point in source 4 about the Tamworth Manifesto and the Tory party.
This was balanced by evidence of limited change in the power of the aristocracy, with mention of the
continuation of small boroughs, limited contesting of elections and minimal changes in the background
of MPs.

-

Answer EITHER part (b) (i) OR part (b) (ii) of your chosen question.
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Examiner Comments

This candidate demonstrates a secure grasp on a range of relevant
details that relate to this question. These are used in conjunction with
the sources to construct a clear line of argument. AO1 receives level 4.
AO2a receives level 3 as the sources sometimes appear not to be fully
integrated and developed.
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Question 2 (a)

Some candidates failed to explicitly cross reference the sources. They often simply took each in

turn and addressed if it indicated change. The best candidates recognised that sources 10 and 12
reflected similar views on the poor and therefore very little had changed. Most could see that source
11 was evidence of a changed attitude. The very best commented on how whilst change was coming,
it was slow and limited. Comments on provenance were often simplistic, although better responses
recognised the significance of the Smiles’ book being a being a bestseller. It is not appropriate for
candidates to treat the sources as if they were friends; not only did a number of candidates talk about
David and Samuel (no surnames) but one even referred to David as ‘Dave.’

r

Indicate which question you are answering by marking a cross in the box [€. If you change
your mind, put a line through the box § and then indicate your new question with a cross [&.
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Examiner Comments

This demonstrates a weak response to question a. The candidate goes through each source in turn and has not
fully understood all of the sources. In places, this verges on level 1 work but it finally nudges into level 2 on the
basis of its final page where it shows some understanding of the provenance of source 12 and makes a limited
attempt to cross reference.
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Question 2 (b) (i)

Candidates were fairly equally divided between the two questions, with slightly fewer answering this
one. Some candidates struggled with the concept of ‘sound principles’ although most candidates were
able to make some valid points in relation to the question focus based on their understanding of the
sources. Thus, most were able to use source 13’s comments on the lowering of costs and source 14’s
comments on deterring the undeserving poor to support source 15’s views that the New Poor Law was
seen as ‘progressive and praiseworthy’. Most candidates were also able to discern the disagreement
in source 15’s comments on modern views which was often supported by reference to the workhouses
and the Andover scandal. Candidates were able to explore the implications of ‘less eligibility’ and

the harsh conditions such as separation of families on the basis of their own knowledge. The best
responses explained the key problems such as cost, lack of centralisation, waste and corruption,
demotivation of labourers and then assessed how each of these were addressed and if sound principles
were applied. Some responses made effective references to the continuation of outdoor relief in the
North and failure to build workhouses in many areas.
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Answer EITHER part (b) (i) OR part (b) (ii) of your chosen question.
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Examiner Comments

This response does sufficient to achieve level 3 in both AO1 and AO2a,
although it is stronger in AO1 than in AO2a. There is a secure and
sustained question focus with some use made of the sources, although
this is not always sustained through the answer.
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Question 2 (b) (ii)

Candidates were fairly equally divided between the two questions, with slightly more answering

this one. This was a relatively straightforward question although it was not always well done.

Most candidates identified support for lack of knowledge in source 16 which could be countered or
supported by reference to source 18 depending on the approach taken. Source 17 was used by most
candidates to identify the existence of opposition to centralisation in general and Edwin Chadwick
in particular. Better responses also identified opposition to centralisation in source 18. Source 18
was also used by many candidates to identify cost as a factor. The strongest responses demonstrated
detailed own knowledge that was used to support the line of argument whilst the weakest responses
were supported with vague references to miasmic theory and cholera, and opposition to Chadwick.

Some candidates did not fully take on board the chronological parameters of this question.

r

Answer EITHER part (b) (i) OR part (b) (ii) of your chosen question.
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Plus

Examiner Comments

This response integrates sources and own knowledge quite effectively
to engage in an analytical response. It is level 3/4 margins for both AO1
and AO2a
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Grade Boundaries

Grade boundaries for this, and all other papers, can be found on the website on this link:

http://www.edexcel.com/iwantto/Pages/grade-boundaries.aspx
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