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Introduction
Within this option, a significant number of candidates were able to achieve marks at Level 3 or
above in all assessment objectives, offering a considered analysis of the given source evidence,
focused towards the demands of the questions, allied to strong contextual understanding and
with effective deployment of well-selected own knowledge. It was pleasing to see that many of
the issues raised in previous sessions which had hampered candidate performance were reduced,
with skills in handling evidence generally being demonstrated in relation to the specific issues
raised. That said, certain common errors were apparent, in some cases, where candidates
appeared to be attempting to apply source skills in a manner not appropriate to the questions.
Therefore, this report attempts to set out certain areas in which future responses could be
improved, whilst also illustrating different levels of response across the various questions.
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Question 1(a)
The sources were accessible and there were some very good responses to this question.
Most candidates grasped the political aims identified in the sources and better candidates
discerned the socio-economic aims and were able to cross reference these differing aims
by reference to both content and provenance. Not all candidates were able to fully access
source 3, misinterpreting parts of his comments. Many candidates, quite appropriately, used
own knowledge to contextualise the provenance and were able to form a conclusion on the
distinction between leaders and masses. However, it would be helpful for candidates to also fully
mine the provenance to draw out its implications. It was a rare candidate, for example, who
commented on the title of source 1 – “The Rotten House of Commons”, which could clearly be
used to comment on the political aims of Chartism. It is disappointing to note that a significant
number of candidates are still working through the sources in turn, re-stating the provenance,
paraphrasing the content and treating the sources as information rather than evidence. Some
candidates brought in their own knowledge about the six points of the People’s Charter and
Chartism in general; this cannot be credited.
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Examiner Comments
This illustrates the source by source approach which is often characteristic of a level 2 response.
The candidate begins with an introduction which makes some basic points that are derived from own
knowledge rather than the sources. The response then works through each source in turn, sometimes
attempting to make brief links to the question although there is often paraphrasing that is not linked
to the question. There are also some brief and rather simplistic comments on provenance. There is
a very brief attempt at cross referencing in the conclusion but this is not convincingly linked to the
question focus.
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Question 1(b) (i)
This question was the more popular response. Some candidates misunderstood “conservative”
and wrote instead about Robert Peel and the Conservative Party. Some candidates struggled to
address the issues of “limited” and “conservative” separately. Most candidates comprehended
the suggestion from the sources that one aim of the Reform Act was to divert revolution. Not
all were able to develop this point and link it to the question focus. Indeed, some candidates
used it as a springboard to discuss the reasons for the Reform Act. There were also some very
effective answers. These looked at the case for the Act being limited and conservative, and then
countered with the case against. The sources in these answers were well integrated with own
knowledge. The best answers were detailed, analytical answers, driven forward by the sources. A
minority of answers relied on substantial paraphrasing of the sources, with little evidence of own
knowledge. It is important that candidates support their interpretations by reference to their
own knowledge.
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Examiner Comments
This candidate uses virtually no own knowledge in this response. Each source is taken in turn
and the content is paraphrased with only limited links being made to the question. It is only
at the very end that there is a touch of own knowledge and some limited attempt is made
to engage the question’s focus. This is level 2 in both assessment objectives. There is little
sense of an argument here.
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Question 1(b) (ii)

Examiner Comments
This was the less popular alternative. The sources were accessible and gave rise to balanced
arguments, although some candidates misread the provenance of source 7, believing the
letters to be written by Disraeli to Derby; this clearly undermined the ability of candidates
to make valid points. A minority of answers relied on substantial paraphrasing of the
sources, with little evidence of own knowledge. It is important that candidates support
their interpretations by reference to their own knowledge. Better responses focused on
the relative significance of Disraeli compared to Derby, Gladstone and outside pressure for
reform. Some responses spent a considerable part of the answer in formulaic or routine
evaluation of provenance. Candidates need to be aware that it is AO2b that is tested in
this section of the paper; provenance need only be assessed where it helps to weigh up the
quality of the evidence in relation to the claim under investigation.
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Question 2(a)
Most candidates were able to understand and write about the surface features of the sources.
It is disappointing to note that a significant number of candidates are still working through the
sources in turn, re-stating the provenance, paraphrasing the content and treating the sources as
information rather than evidence. Some candidates also brought in their own knowledge both
for the reasons for public health reform, and the terms of public health legislation. This cannot
be credited for this assessment objective. The best responses were able to weigh the evidence
and base their conclusions on the sources value and content. They developed the subtle points
about opposition from vested interests in source 1 and the issue of cost in source 2 as well as
demonstrating an understanding of the timescale derived from the provenance. However, many
candidates had some difficulty in assessing the value of the sources. There were many general
comments such as ‘source one is from a newspaper therefore it is biased.’
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Examiner Comments
This is not a perfect response, but it does start to engage in a number of the skills that are required in
question a. There is an attempt to cross reference some of the arguments; it picks up on some aspects
of the provenance, notably the issue of dating; it makes links to the question; it is aware of other
explanations offered. On the critical front, it could be said, it needs more range of cross referencing;
provenance is sometimes merely stated and not developed in relation to the issues; there could
be more links to the question; there are other explanations in the sources that are not mentioned.
However, candidates have about half an hour to write this response, so it is not necessarily possible to
include everything in an answer. This response is sufficient for level 3.

6HI02 B History Unit 2.indd 15

11/08/2010 16:09:47

History 6HI02
16

Question 2(b) (i)
Answers were fairly evenly divided between the two options. The sources were mostly well
handled in this response with generally good understanding of the continuation elements of
the question such as the continuity of outdoor relief in the North. However, fewer candidates
successfully argued about elements of change in Poor Law provision although there were some
effective responses where candidates pointed out, for example, that whilst there had been
workhouses before 1834, their ideological purpose had been quite different. Some answers
did move to a description of workhouse conditions with little sense of period. Indeed, many
candidates found it hard to engage with the chronology of this question, often starting with the
Poor Law Amendment Act and not moving beyond the 1840s. Candidates should be encouraged
to read the question carefully and ensure that they deal with its chronological parameters. A
minority of answers relied on substantial paraphrasing of the sources, with little evidence of own
knowledge. It is important that candidates support their interpretations by reference to their
own knowledge. Some responses spent a considerable part of the answer in formulaic or routine
evaluation of provenance. Candidates need to be aware that it is AO2b that is tested in this
section of the paper; provenance need only be assessed where it helps to weigh up the quality of
the evidence in relation to the claim under investigation.
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Examiner Comments
This candidate works through the sources one by one, but shows quite a strong understanding of the
demands of the question and makes secure comments that link the material to the question. There is
also some sound own knowledge integrated with the use of sources. This is a sound level 3 response
that with more effective planning of the material could have developed a more distinctly analytical
approach and hence have possibly accessed level 4.
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Question 2(b) (ii)

Examiner Comments
Answers were fairly evenly divided between the two options. Many candidates were able to produce
effective answers to this question. Candidates were able to integrate sources and some impressive
own knowledge to develop clear arguments. The best responses focused on the impact of democracy
on public health, focusing on the information in all three sources for support and pointing out the
connection between working class voters and the need to win their vote. These arguments were then
juxtaposed with other factors such as outbreaks of diseases such as cholera (source 18), the role of
individuals and scientific developments. Weaker candidates struggled with the concept of “the growth
of democracy” and the meaning of source 17, and concentrated on other factors with which they
clearly felt more confident.

Grade

Max. Mark

A

B

C

D

E

Raw boundary mark

60

42

37

32

27

23

Uniform boundary mark

100

80

70

60

50

40
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