Examiners’ Report
June 2011
GCE History 6HI02 A

Edexcel is one of the leading examining and awarding bodies in the UK and throughout
the world. We provide a wide range of qualifications including academic, vocational,
occupational and specific programmes for employers.
Through a network of UK and overseas offices, Edexcel’s centres receive the support they
need to help them deliver their education and training programmes to learners.
For further information, please call our GCE line on 0844 576 0025, our GCSE team on 0844
576 0027, or visit our website at www.edexcel.com.
If you have any subject specific questions about the content of this Examiners’ Report that
require the help of a subject specialist, you may find our Ask The Expert email service
helpful.
Ask The Expert can be accessed online at the following link:
http://www.edexcel.com/Aboutus/contact-us/
Alternatively, you can contact our History Advisor directly by sending an email to
MARK BATTYE on HistorySubjectAdvisor@EdexcelExperts.co.uk.
You can also telephone 0844 576 0034 to speak to a member of our subject advisor team.

Get more from your exam results
…and now your mock results too!
ResultsPlus is Edexcel’s free online service giving instant and detailed analysis of your
students’ exam and mock performance, helping you to help them more effectively.

•
•
•

See your students’ scores for every exam question

•

Track progress against target grades and focus revision more effectively with NEW
Mock Analysis

Spot topics, skills and types of question where they need to improve their learning
Understand how your students’ performance compares with Edexcel national
averages

For more information on ResultsPlus, or to log in, visit www.edexcel.com/resultsplus.
To set up your ResultsPlus account, call 0844 576 0024
June 2011
Publications Code US028136
All the material in this publication is copyright
© Edexcel Ltd 2011

2

GCE History 6HI02 A

Intoduction
General Comments

This June examination session produced a good range of attainment, and some truly
impressive work. The best responses to part a) questions proved able to use the sources as
a set, cross-reference evidence confidently and evaluate conflicting interpretations with an
awareness of context, to establish a balanced judgement. In part (b) questions candidates
were able to develop their arguments more fully through the integration of contextual
knowledge with the source material. It should be noted that the most successful accessed
the key themes through the sources initially and then proceeded to develop these themes
through deployment of their own knowledge. The very best used this analysis to arrive
at judgements that drew on, and sometimes reconciled, conflicting interpretations of the
evidence.

Although it was gratifying to see so many candidates handling source material with
confidence and proficiency, there were, still, some recurring errors that undermined the
quality of some candidates’ work.

1. A significant minority of candidates chose to tackle the sources in part a) questions
in sequence. Such an approach made detailed cross-referencing, the identification of
similarities and differences, all but impossible and thus frequently limited the award to Level
2 at best. Candidates should always look to tackle the sources as a set.

2. Another common reason for poor performance in the (a) questions was the inability
to understand and interpret the sources effectively. In some cases there was real
misunderstanding but, more often than not, it was simply a case of careless reading.
Although it is understandable that candidates will feel under pressure in examinations, they
should, nonetheless, try to take sufficient time and care to clarify the task that they are
undertaking and to equip themselves with secure understanding of the materials that they
are given. Here making a plan may help to eradicate errors that stem from undue haste

3. Most candidates are aware that, for part a) questions, it is essential to weigh up the
evidence contained in a source in the light of its provenance. However, for the higher levels
this should not be relegated to a discrete section of the response but should be integrated
into the answer and applied directly to specific points contained within the source material.

4. In part (b) questions, candidates at the lowest levels resorted to paraphrasing the
sources with any reasoning limited to simple cross-referencing. For higher levels it is
essential that candidates are able to deploy accurate and focused contextual knowledge to
challenge or support the representations contained in the sources.
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5. A number of candidates, despite recognising the importance of both source analysis
and the deployment of contextual knowledge, limited their mark by taking the sources in
sequence and in isolation, with only a brief comparative reference. Alternatively, others
began from a base of wider knowledge, and developed arguments on this basis, using the
sources as illustration. While many of these responses achieved good marks in AO1, they
tended to offer only simple or barely developed reference to the sources, at L2 or at times
L1 in AO2. The best responses used the sources and their own knowledge in combination,
beginning with analysis and interpretation of the sources as a set to establish the core of
the debate, before presenting support, development and evaluation from wider knowledge,
to offer a balanced conclusion. Again, as for part a), the foundation of such high level
responses lies in the initial planning.

6. Finally, candidates should remember that the source skills required for part b) questions
are focused on AO2b not AO2a. A number of candidates still routinely evaluate the utility
and reliability of the sources in part b). Such evaluation should only be employed where
it assists a candidate in weighing up the strength of the representation contained in the
source material. Speculation and generalised observations about the objectivity or otherwise
of secondary historians serve little purpose.
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Question 1 (a)
At the lower levels, candidates viewed the sources as offering a basic challenge between
Sources 1 and 2 support of the contention and Source 3 against. This line of argument was
frequently supplemented by undeveloped observations on provenance (‘Hall is biased’).
Through closer reading of the text, higher performing candidates were able to use all three
sources both to support and challenge the claim. Thus, many argued that although the
bakers’ petition in Source 2 appeared, on the surface at least, to endorse the idea that
Wolsey pursued justice for all, the time lag between the advice in source 1 and complaint
in source 2 was used as evidence of the gap between rhetoric and practice. At the very
highest levels a careful exploration of the attributions was applied explicitly to the evidence
contained in the sources.
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Examiner Comments

This response presents some valid cross-referencing and the
time differential between Sources 1 and 2 is picked up on and
used to good effect. However, the scope of the cross-referencing
needs to be extended and there is little developed comment
on the significance of the source attributions. The candidate
received a mark of 13.
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Question 1 (b) (i)
There was a fairly even split between the part b) options. Candidates found the debate in
the sources for this question readily accessible and many displayed an impressive range of
own knowledge to develop further the themes raised. Some, at the lower attainment levels,
became sidetracked by narratives of Henry’s divorce from Anne Boleyn and failed to develop
to any great extent the counterview raised in Source 6. Many candidates also drew on their
knowledge to explore the role of finance in Wolsey’s fall, with the Amicable Grant featuring
heavily.
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Examiner Comments

In this response the candidate displays a good range of relevant
contextual knowledge and integrates this well with the source material.
There is a clear attempt to present a balanced and focused analysis, and
although the structure is a little disjointed there is sufficient reasoning
from the evidence of the sources to warrant a Level 4 award in both
assessment objectives. The script received marks of 21 for AO1 and 14
for AO2b.
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Question 1 (b) (ii)
Most candidates found the source material very accessible but, for a significant number, lack
of contextual knowledge resulted in very restricted attempts to reason from the evidence of
the sources. Others who displayed a reasonable knowledge of the Pilgrimage of Grace failed
to integrate this fully with the source material. At the higher levels, candidates developed
the arguments for and against the contention by close cross-referencing of the sources and
then developed these themes with accurate and focused own knowledge.
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Examiner Comments

This response was awarded a Level 4 for both assessment objectives.
This is tightly argued and balanced piece in which the sources are used as
the platform to explore points for and against the contention through the
deployment of a solid range of relevant own knowledge. There is also an
attempt to reach a judgement in the conclusion, although this is not fully
developed. It is perhaps worth pointing out that the candidate has spent
some time analysing the sources closely as evidenced by the detailed plan.
This is very good practice, although an additional column for own knowledge
would have rounded it off. The script was awarded marks of 21 for AO1 and
13 for AO2b.
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Question 2 (a)

Virtually all candidates could identify and support areas of support (Source 11) and
challenge (Source 12) and thus access at least Level 2 for this question. Those operating
at higher levels managed to point towards some areas of reconciliation between Sources
12 and 10. At the higher levels, candidates applied the attribution to weigh up the
significance of the comparisons raised in the sources; these comments went beyond generic
observations. Thus, the criticisms and defence of Buckingham were placed by many in the
heightened passions of the immediate aftermath of the failure of the Cadiz expedition.
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Examiner Comments

This response received a mark of 18. There is detailed crossreferencing, fully supported by relevant selections from the sources.
There are valid attempts made to explore and apply the significance of
the attributions. The cross-referencing could be extended to reconcile
Source 12 with Source 10 but, nonetheless, the script warrants its
mark in Level 4.
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Question 2 (b) (i)
Many candidates displayed an impressive range of tightly focused contextual knowledge
when tackling this question. Some strayed outside the date parameters and explored
Elizabeth’s success in dealing with the Spanish in 1588 but most appreciated the restriction
imposed by the phrase ‘last years’ and examined such issues as the Essex Rebellion and
the Poor Law. At the lower levels there was a tendency to describe problems, drawn largely
from the sources, rather than explore solutions, but at the higher performers directed their
analysis precisely on the political skill, or otherwise, of Elizabeth.  
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Examiner Comments

This response does use the sources to access the debate but the selection
is limited to brief quotations or simple paraphrasing. Without more in depth
analysis the mark at AO2b is restricted to Level 2. There is some relevant
contextual knowledge deployed and this is partially linked to the sources, but
the range needs extending and the focus tightening to the specific period in the
question. There is just enough here for a low Level 3 award. Overall then, the
candidate received marks of 13 for AO1 and 8 for AO2b.
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Question 2 (b) (ii)
This was the less popular of the part b) options. The vast majority of those who tackled the
question could access the debate embedded in the sources and present some reasoning
from the evidence, if only through cross-referencing. The more knowledgeable combined
their interrogation of the source material with carefully deployed contextual knowledge
to challenge or, more often, support the contention in the question. A pleasing proportion
displayed an impressive understanding of the conflicts that arose over such issues as
finance, favourites and freedom of speech.
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Examiner Comments

This response is tightly focused on the question and presents a balanced
analysis. There is a reasonable range of relevant contextual knowledge
deployed, sufficient for a low Level 4. However, more needs to be made of the
sources. There is a brief paragraph in which some similarities and differences
are drawn out, but too often the source material is used as an afterthought (or
indeed not at all). As a result it only received a low Level 3 for AO2b. Thus, the
marks awarded were 19 for AO1 and 9 for AO2b.
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Grade Boundaries
Grade boundaries for this, and all other papers, can be found on the website on this
link:
http://www.edexcel.com/iwantto/Pages/grade-boundaries.aspx
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