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Introduction
General comments

This is the third year of GCE 2008 and the sixth examination session for Unit 1. Candidates
are now aware of how to approach the examination. They understand the need to produce
a balanced answer, and they know that the most effective way to structure this answer is to
make a number of relevant points, support these with examples, and establish clear links
to the question set. However, many of these well-focused and organised answers remain
at mid-Level 4 rather than progressing to the top of Level 4 and into Level 5. This is due
to a variety of reasons including a need to inter-relate or evaluate the points being made
more directly, a failure to cover the whole date range of the question, a lack of chronological
awareness and a lack of the convincing support required to gain the higher level marks.
Fewer answers than previously were awarded Levels 1 and 2. Most candidates appear to
have gained something from their course, and thus are likely to be awarded at least Level
3. Almost all answers include some kind of plan, though some were very long and detailed,
to the detriment of their answer overall.

Many candidates still struggle to maintain a focus on the question set. Some are quick to
assume that the questions set are similar to those they have met while revising. They must
remember that past questions are exactly that, and cannot appear again in the same form.
They need to read the questions carefully and respond to what is asked, rather than what
they hope to see or have practised during revision. Knowledge needs to be adapted and
employed effectively, rather than taking the form of a prepared answer that may not focus
on the question set.

Equally, candidates must ensure that their entire answer focuses on the question. Question
D7 required an analysis of the consequences of collectivisation. However, a number of
candidates began with a lengthy explanation of the reasons for the introduction of this
policy. Similarly, Question D10 required a focus on the civil rights movement, yet many
discussed Black Power in their answers. Question C6 was often focused on why the slave
trade rather than slavery was abolished in 1807 rather than why it took so long for slavery
to abolished. These issues could be of some relevance, but were rarely made so.

Past reports have highlighted the importance of focusing on the timescale set in the
question. Many otherwise strong answers were weakened, sometimes substantially, by
failing to cover the period set. Question A11 targeted 1455-61, but many ignored this
and wrote only on the causes of civil conflict. Question B1’s timescale was 1517-25.
Some ignored this completely, focusing instead on the long-term causes of the German
Reformation. Question D11 set the parameters of 1954-63, yet many candidates discussed
the roles of Truman and Johnson in their answers. Question E/F 5 required a discussion of
the period from 1896-1922 but many responses focused entirely on the period from 1915
whilst Question E/F 6 covered the years 1925-1943 in Italy not the rise to power of the
Fascist Party. An understanding of chronology, and the accurate use of dates, was often a
factor which discriminated between Level 3 and Level 4 answers.
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It seemed that many candidates did not have the specific knowledge which is essential for
accessing the higher levels, but provided generalised examples which showed little depth.
Dates, numerical evidence, reference to key individuals and events are all important if
candidates are to produce a convincing analysis. If we assume that each topic is studied for
at least six weeks, the majority of candidates should have this depth of knowledge.

Many candidates appear to have been armed with a writing template for their answers.
The formula appeared to be taking note of the factor raised in the question and then
mentioning that other factors (usually three) were also significant. Key marker phrases,
such as ‘however’ and ‘on the other hand’ were then deployed before reaching some sort
of conclusion. The use of these connecting phrases often seem impressive and do lead to
a more organised answer but too many candidates increasingly employ them without a
real understanding of how they should be used. In many responses the use of ‘however’,
‘consequently’ and ‘therefore’ just led to the introduction of another factor rather than
creating a discussion of the points being made.This approach can work as long as effective
links to the question are established. Several answers looked at other relevant factors but
failed to establish their significance beyond asserting that they were important.

Those candidates who were well prepared in terms of knowledge and understanding of their
topics produced answers within Levels 4 and 5, and some of these have been included in
this report. For students who completed GCSE just one year earlier, the best answers are
remarkable examples of young minds at work.
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Question 1-12
Option E

General comments

As in previous examination series, the Option E/F candidates were generally very well
prepared for the topics studied. Most candidates had at least sound knowledge of the
content and were able to show understanding of key issues. Responses were found at
all levels with many excellent level 5 responses seen, particularly for topic 1 and topic
2. However, it was noticeable this June that many good responses seemed to reach midlevel 4 but not progress further up the mark scheme. Most of these responses were able
to provide a range of factors or yes/no points but did not go on to address the evaluative
concepts of ‘how far…’, ‘to what extent…’, ‘how significant…’ etc. Alternatively there were
many responses with well -developed conclusions reaching sound judgements that had not
been convincingly or securely justified in the main body of the response. In particular, many
of these responses were hampered by a lack of chronological awareness within the timeframe of the question. There were many examples of candidates with sound knowledge of
events or individuals but responding with little regard to the context or chronological order
in which developments happened. For example, responses to Q3 on Bismarck’s diplomacy
including paragraphs within which there were references to the war with Denmark followed
by the Franco-Prussian war and then moving back to discuss war with Austria with little
acknowledgement of chronology or dates.

NB – please note that the comments on individual questions are applicable to Q1-Q12 for
Option F as well. There may, however, be added exemplification scripts in the Option F
report and so it is suggested that centres refer to both Principal Examiner reports.

Topic E/F1 – The Road to Unification: Italy, c1815-1870.

This is a very popular topic for Option E centres and candidates are invariably very well
prepared. Q2 was more popular than Q1 but there was a healthy balance between the two.
Most candidates for this topic have a good understanding of the chronology of events but
many responses lack coverage of the whole time period within the question set. There are
some factual errors beginning to creep into answers and there are an increasing number
of candidates who do not seem to be aware that Cavour died in 1861and so giving him a
leading role in the acquisition of Venetia in 1866.

Q1. Most candidates were secure in their knowledge of the provisions of the Vienna
Settlement with regard to Italy and were, thus, able to create a discussion of the changes
that occurred in the following years. Answers were differentiated by those who were able
to directly compare the extent to which the settlement had been overthrown by 1849 and
those who narrated the events of the revolutions in between with varying degrees of secure
knowledge. Most candidates were able to refer to the extent to which Austrian power was
challenged and there were some perceptive comments about the extent to which the events
of 1848-9 may have appeared to have achieved little but prepared the ground for future
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events. At level 5 candidates were able to compare directly the situation in 1815 and 1849
and select relevant and appropriate supporting material from the intervening years to
make points about Austrian influence, revolutionary weaknesses and the development of
nationalist ideology.

Q2. Most candidates who attempted this question were secure in their knowledge of the
events of the period but many were unwilling to venture into time period before 1859 or
after 1866, apart from brief references to either the Statuto or the Franco-Prussian War;
those who did were often able to develop and explain the role of Victor Emmanuel more
fully. The question did not ask whether Victor Emmanuel was the most significant individual
but asked ‘how significant?’ he was in promoting Italian unification. Most candidates chose
to develop significance by comparing Victor Emmanuel with other individuals/factors but
many more successful answers evaluated his contribution or lack of contribution directly
through a process of a yes/no response. Many of the responses which used the comparative
method tended to dismiss Victor Emmanuel’s role quite quickly moving on to a prepared
response about other individuals which gained mid-level 4 at the most. There were a few
responses that dismissed his role almost out-of-hand and so could not move out of level
3; Victor Emmanuel is one of the few specified individual in the ‘bullet points’ and his role
should, therefore, be studied explicitly. Most candidates identified him as a figurehead
rather than a driver of unification. At level 5 candidates were able to show the role of
Victor Emmanuel across the whole period and to discuss the role that he played at different
times and the influence which he had, both directly and indirectly, on other individuals.
Many of the better responses were able to identify ‘promote’ as a key word and discuss his
contribution in terms of active support.
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This is a level 5 response.
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Examiner Comments

This response is directly focused on the question asked. It considers a range of
issues which affected the provisions of the Vienna Settlement between 1815-1849
using well selected supporting material. This is a good example of an answer
where the conclsuion suggests that little change has actually changed but the
candidate has found more than adequate supporting material to argue the case.

Examiner Tip

Some of the most effective answers are those that can
clearly show change over time.
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Topic E/F2 – The Unification of Germany, 1848-90

Once again this is a very popular topic and most of the candidates are very well prepared
for the first three bullet points of the specification. Q3 was universally more popular and
there were very few candidates who attempted Q4. It would appear, however, that some
centres are neglecting to cover the whole of the content. Questions can cover single bullet
points or multiple bullet points across the specification and may address any part of the
time period from 1848-90. Centres who do not cover all of the content are in danger of
limiting an already limited choice of questions for their candidates. As with topic 1, there are
some factual errors beginning to creep into answers. Many candidates seem to believe that
Bismarck was appointed in 1852 rather than 1862 and attribute him with the foundation of
the Zollverein.

Q3. Most candidates were secure in their knowledge of the events leading to and the
factors responsible for the unification process. There is also a clear understanding of the
term ‘diplomacy’ in connection to Bismarck’s foreign policy. Some candidates do refer to his
‘diplomacy’ on the domestic front but the earlier tendency to refer to this to the exclusion
of foreign policy altogether is now very rare. However, as with Q2 the question did not ask
whether his diplomacy was the ‘most’ significant factor but ‘how significant’ his diplomacy
was. As a result there were many answers which seemed to consist of prepared answers
which referred to all the factors in turn with a statement at the end as to which was most
important. These answers were often list-like rather than discursive and, although often
secure knowledge, lacking in an evaluation of the significance of Bismarck’s diplomacy.
There was also a tendency, as suggested in the general comments, to discuss events out
of chronological order and with few dates to create a secure context. Most candidates
suggested that Bismarck’s diplomacy was very significant but that underlying factors
allowed him to manipulate events. At Level 5 this approach was addressed directly with
reference to longer term economic and military developments, the favourable international
situation and ‘chance’.

Q4. There were very few responses to this question. Responses tended to be either very
strong or very weak. Many of the weaker responses tended to narrate events from 1871-90
or to evaluate the successes and failure of Kulturkampf. However, examiners did see some
very confident answers which were able to evaluate change over time clearly. The timeframe
allowed candidates to chart the move from the political alliance of the ‘liberal era’ through
the more conservative/protectionist 1880s to the more complicated relationship surrounding
Bismarck’s fall.
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Below is a script in which both answers reach Level 5.
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Examiner Comments

Both of these answers are directly focused on the significance of the individual/issue
highlighted in the question. Signficance is established through a discussion of the individual/
issue involved in comparison to other factors. Despite other factors being discussed the reader
is always aware of their significance in comparison to the highlighted individual or issue.

Examiner Tip

Conclusions - an evaluative conclusion reaches a judgement and/or shows how the different
factors/issues discussed in the main body of the essay are interconnected. Both of these
conclusion show how it is possible to interlink factors succinctly and convincingly.
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Topic E/F3 – The Collapse of the Liberal State and the triumph of Fascism in Italy,
1896-1943

Both questions were popular and it has been a pleasure to see the improvement in
candidates’ understanding and knowledge of the Liberal State since the first examination.
However, there are still issues of chronological awareness with this topic with many
candidates treating the years 1896 to 1915 as a homogenous whole and many responses
unable to differentiate between the years 1925-43 and Mussolini’s rise to power.

Q5. Most candidates were aware of the key issues relating to the political instability of
the Liberal State in the years 1896-1922 but many responses seemed to be essentially
prepared answers listing each of the underlying factors involved with little real discussion
of the given factor. The concept of Italy’s search for ‘great power’ status is outlined in
the specification and, although the majority of the responses did highlight Italy’s foreign
policy, a significant minority of candidates assumed the term ‘great power’ referred almost
exclusively to Italian domestic policy combined with the effects of World War I; this minimal
approach to the given factor resulted in many lower band level 4 responses. The timeframe
of the question allowed candidates to discuss a variety of foreign policy events including the
defeat at Adowa, the war over Libya and World War I in relation to political instability and
those responses that discussed these in comparison to other factors were able to access the
higher levels. Some of the most successful answers were also able to show the changing
nature of the threats to the Liberal State over time.

Q6. The majority of responses were able to explain and develop the role of propaganda in
establishing Fascist control over Italy during the years 1925-43 but with differing degrees of
detail. Fewer responses considered the extent to which ‘effective propaganda’ was the basis
of Fascist control. Many candidates suggested that the cult of the personality combined
with the positive propaganda surrounding Fascist policies were more effective than the use
of intimidation and violence. Other responses discussed Fascist attempts to control or co-opt
the elites of Italian society. However, a significant number of responses referred exclusively
to the activities of Mussolini and/or were unsure of the timeframe of the question with
emphasis on the rise of Fascism in the years 1919-25.
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This is a script for which both answers achieve level 5.
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Examiner Comments

Both answers are directly focused on the question asked, have explicit
understanding of the key issues and supported with relevant and detailed
knowledge. Each essay begins with a solid and relevant introduction, is
developed through discursive paragraphs and reaches a judgement. Both
are well organised and well written.
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Topic E/F4 – Republicanism, Civil War and Francoism in Spain, 1931-75.

This topic is growing in popularity and candidates are increasingly well prepared. However,
examiners commented on the lack of secure knowledge of the chronology of events
covered by both questions. Q7 was by far the most popular question with very few answers
attempted for Q8.

Q7. The majority of candidates who answered this question were able to develop the
given factor with some confidence. However many responses tended to describe foreign
support in the Civil Wars in general rather than in specific relation to its importance in
securing Nationalist success or at a slightly higher level wrote a list-like response of
developed paragraphs about different factors with little attempt at evaluation. There were
also weaknesses in chronological awareness. For example, the airlift of the Army of Africa
was often mentioned after examples of German aid given later in the war with little regard
for its role in saving the Nationalists from an early defeat. The best responses were those
which were able to show that foreign intervention not only aided success but had different
consequences at different time of the war, as well as evaluating the importance of foreign
intervention in relation to other factors. Despite good knowledge of the factors contributing
to Republican failure and Nationalist success, candidates would benefit from a better
overview of the progress of the war during its different stages.

Q8. This was only attempted by a minority of candidates. Examiners noted that the better
responses were able to show change over time confidently and clearly and were able to
come reasoned judgements which suggested that despite some amelioration of control there
was still a great deal of underlying repression and highlighted the growing tension in the
early 1970s. Weaker responses often found it difficult to define repression and there were a
few answers which answered the question exclusively with reference to the late 1930s and
1940s.
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Topic E/F5 – Germany Divided and Reunited, 1945-91

Centres which cover this topic invariably prepare their candidates well but once again it
is clear that many candidates have a weak understanding of the chronological order of
events and are unaware of the key dates with regard to turning points in the development
of Germany post-war. There are a worrying number of candidates who confuse the
Berlin Airlift, the building of the Berlin Wall and the fall of the Berlin Wall. However, most
candidates deal well with the different events in West and East Germany and are aware
of the separate patterns of development. Q9 was overwhelmingly more popular with very
few candidates addressing the question of why events in Berlin were so important to the
relationship between the two parts of Germany during the post-war period.

Q.9 Most candidates were secure in their knowledge of the role of Adenauer in the economic
development of post-war Germany. They were able to refer both to specific examples of his
influence over economic policy and his symbolic role as the head of the newly established
Federal Republic. Many responses were also aware of other possible factors affecting
economic growth and prosperity citing the role of Erhard, support from Western powers, the
underlying strength of the German economy and the impetus gained from the supplying of
resources for the Korean War. However, many answers remained at low-to-mid level 4 as
they developed but did not convincingly evaluate the importance of Adenauer in comparison
to the other possible factors. The best answers were able to show Adenauer’s underlying
importance interlinked to the other factors. Some of the best answers also address the
different concepts of ‘economic growth’ and ‘prosperity’.

Topic E6/F6 – The Middle East, 1945-2001: The State of Israel and Arab
Nationalism

This is a relatively popular topic but candidates often seem confused as the chronology of
events and the dates of the key turning points. Answers on the pre-1979 period are often
a narrative-driven commentary on the Arab-Israeli wars and candidates often feel the need
to mention the wars even in a question which is firmly based in the period 1945-48 or post1979. Candidates often also seem very hesitant to answer questions which do not refer
directly the events surrounding the creation of Israel or the Arab-Israeli conflict. Centres
should note that these are only directly covered in two out of the four bullet points in the
specification and that all bullet points need to be covered to ensure that candidates have
even a choice of questions to answer. Questions can be set on individual bullet points or any
combination of bullet points joined together. Q11 was by far the most popular question with
few candidates attempting Q12. Those who did were often confused over the chronology
of events and found it difficult to define the concept of self-interest. There were some good
responses, however, which were able to focus on Arab disunity rather than Arab-Israeli
conflicts. These answers discussed the role of Egypt in pan-Arab attempts to create unity,
the difficulties created for individual states by Palestinian refugees, the significance of
individuals such as Nasser and Sadat and the geo-political tensions of the region in general.

Q11. Most candidates were aware of the different factors influencing the creation of the
state of Israel in 1948. Some candidates dismissed almost out-of-hand the role of American
influences discussing only other factors and these response could only reach high Level 3
at best. There were also a significant minority of answers that could only develop points
generally with little specific reference to the events of the years 1945-48; discussing
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the impact of the holocaust and the growth of Zionism in general terms. The majority of
candidates, however, were able to develop their knowledge of American support but with
varying degrees of detail. ‘American support’ was given a wide definition with responses
referring to the role of American Jews, American business, politicians and President
Truman. Many responses were made up of a series of paragraphs about the different
factors leading to the creation of Israel but only those which attempted some evaluation
or judgement were able to progress into the higher levels. Some excellent responses
suggested that, while the more direct influences of British mandatory rule, terrorism and the
UN played a major part, the underlying influence of American support was vitally important
in giving Jewish leaders the confidence to declare the state of Israel.

This is a level 5 script. Both responses have direct focus on the quesiton and have explicit
understanding of the key issues.
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Examiner Comments

Each of the paragraphs in these answers are connected to the previous
points or develop the discussion being created. The paragraphs are well
developed with appropriate and well selected material. The conclusions
summarise the argument in the essays and weigh up the importance of the
given factor while showing an understanding of change over time.

Examiner Tip

A good introduction will show an understanding of the focus and will establish
the context of the time frame of the question. The introduction to Q5 clearly
does all of these things briefly but with enough detail.
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Grade Boundaries
Grade boundaries for this, and all other papers, can be found on the website on this
link:
http://www.edexcel.com/iwantto/Pages/grade-boundaries.aspx
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