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Introduction
Once again the vast majority of both centres and candidates are to be congratulated for the 
thorough preparation of topics studied in Unit 1. The June 2013 examination series showed 
that most candidates were able to produce a response that showed at least some attempt to 
provide an analytical framework to their answers. Many produced a response which provided 
a framework for discussion in the introduction, developed an argument in the main body of 
the answer, and attempted to reach some form of judgement in the conclusion. However, 
the most significant differentiators in the awarding of levels and marks were the explicit 
understanding of the focus of question and the quality of the supporting evidence.

The main features of high-level answers were:

•	 an initial plan focused on the demands of the question

•	 the development of a number of relevant points in the body of the answer

•	 relevant and secure supporting evidence

•	 an overall judgement in the conclusion

•	 secure qualities of written communication.

Despite this there are still some areas for improvement. For example, many candidates 
make general comments which either do not further their argument or which make it clear 
that the exact nature of the question is not fully understood. A large number of candidates 
refer to the time period of the question, e.g. ‘…the years 1939-45…‘ throughout the whole 
response as if it is an event rather than a period of time to be analysed. This becomes 
particularly problematic for questions which require an analysis of change over time as 
in Options A1, B2 and F13. This trend is also apparent in questions which are focused on 
two issues or factors, e.g. ‘gain and consolidate’; when referred to together as one event 
it is clear that the focus has not been fully understood. Many candidates also begin their 
answers by using the phrase ‘Many historians believe…’ or ‘There is a debate amongst 
historians…’ This stock starting device does little to further the response unless reference 
is made to different historical opinions and as historiographical references are not required 
within Unit 1, should not be used unless reference to real historical argument or opinion is 
going to be made.

Most candidates are able to consider with some confidence the features of causation, but 
many find outcomes and consequences more demanding. This was particularly apparent 
in Option D, Question 4. Centres should work with candidates to consider the relative 
importance of consequences of events as well as causes, particularly where the specification 
clearly suggests that such questions might be set. This also applies to questions which refer 
to change over time.

Comments on communication skills made in previous reports continue to be relevant. A 
significant number of candidates struggle both with accurate historical terminology and 
their deployment within sentences correctly, e.g. ‘…this is an example of Mussolini’s gain 
consolidate…’ An increasing number of colloquialisms crept into candidates’ answers this 
summer and should be avoided in a formal examination. A handful of scripts remain 
very difficult to read, and as legibility is included in strand (i) of the quality of written 
communication criteria, candidates should be reminded that illegible scripts are not 
communicating effectively and this may undermine their response. 
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Question 1
This question was enthusiastically embraced by many candidates who seized the opportunity 
to explain and often link, the many contributory causes of the fall of the Qing. Most had 
no difficulty in writing about at least some aspects of the financial crisis, frequently citing 
the pressures imposed by external problems (such as the loss of revenue due to foreign 
concessions and reparation payments imposed after the Boxer rebellion), as well as those 
caused by the inability of the Qing themselves to organise an efficient system. Links 
between finance and foreign dominance were often made, with some more able candidates 
successfully putting the financial situation in 1900 into the context of costly earlier wars 
against foreign powers. Candidates were well informed on a variety of additional factors 
that made survival unlikely for the Qing. The role of Sun Yatsen was well known, along with 
the perceived inability of the rulers to take modernisation seriously enough. Most answers 
noted the failure to deal effectively with the foreign powers, though few suggested that 
Sun's nationalist ideas were so popular precisely because the Qing were failing to stand up 
to foreign governments. The more able candidates often differentiated between long term 
factors which gradually eroded faith in the Qing, with the resulting loss of the mandate of 
heaven and short term factors that accounted for the timing of its fall in 1911: the role 
of natural disasters and the part played by Yuan and the army were important. However, 
surprisingly few candidates wrote about what actually happened in 1911.
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The answer is given high level 5. The introduction suggests that links would be established between 
the stated factor of the financial crisis and a range of other factors. Financial matters are dealt with 
in some detail, with reference to the conflicts of the nineteenth century and the reparations imposed 
after the Boxer rebellion. The answer refers to a growing sense of rebellion against the Qing linked 
to the failure of the reform programme, Han hatred of the Manchu and the growth of national 
feeling linked to Sun Yatsen. A number of factors - economic, corruption and natural disasters - are 
used to suggest that the Qing had lost the mandate of heaven. The conclusion again links factors to 
financial difficulties to reach a convincing judgement.

Examiner Comments
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Question 2
Answers to this question were usually focused, but often brief. Candidates found it easier 
to go into detail when explaining the cooperation of the GMD and CCP in the earlier years, 
than their alienation after 1927. More able candidates highlighted the pragmatic benefits 
that Sun and the Comintern got from collaboration and those with more precise knowledge 
recognised that there was some common ideological ground between Sun's Three Principles 
and Communism. Less able candidates tended to ignore Sun altogether and saw the GMD 
under Chiang as simply waiting until they were strong enough to dispense with the CCP. 
Many candidates emphasised the different approach of the GMD once Chiang became 
leader and attributed the breakdown of the United Front partly to this, although the main 
factor was obviously the virtual defeat of the warlords by 1927. Rather than developing 
the reasons why they turned against each other between 1927 and 1935, some less able 
candidates drifted into describing how they did so, writing about the Shanghai Massacre 
and subsequent events. It was surprising that many failed to develop material on the 
encirclement campaigns and the Long March. The fact that Chiang prioritised eliminating 
the CCP’s base in Jiangxi over dealing with the Japanese invasion ruled out any chance of 
a future resurrection of the United Front. The more able candidates were able to see the 
significance of Chiang’s pursuit of the CCP at the expense of the Japanese: ‘disease of the 
heart/disease of the skin’ was regularly cited.

Question 3
For this question most candidates knew at least the essentials of the two, five-year plans 
and could demonstrate the contrast between the apparent progress in terms of productive 
capacity of 1952-56 and the regression of later years, for which backyard furnaces took 
most of the blame. Many candidates could cite accurate numerical evidence to support their 
comments about change. More able candidates discussed the mixed value of Soviet advisers 
(useful in technical terms, but costly financially) and could point to control of inflation and 
mass mobilisation of the ‘blue ants’ to work on the huge engineering projects, as further 
successful aspects. Some answers focused on the two plans, without noting that the Sino-
Soviet treaty of 1950 was vital for subsequent developments. The effect of State Owned 
Enterprises and the iron rice bowl on workers' motivation featured less often, but could have 
provided further evidence to use on the negative side. Some less able candidates described 
the agricultural policies without making them relevant to industry and others got drawn into 
examining working conditions, which were not relevant here. Others gave a narrative of the 
events of the 1950s, including the antis campaigns and the Hundred Flowers movement. 
However, some of the more able candidates noted that the Hundred Flowers had relevance 
as it silenced criticism of the industrial policies that were to follow.
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Question 4
In this question many candidates speculated on Mao's aims in introducing the Cultural 
Revolution, rather than focusing on its consequences, which is what the question asked 
(although as there was probably overlap between them this didn't necessarily hinder the 
relevance). The fate of Liu and Deng were well known and many candidates went on to 
discuss the purges of the lesser ranks of the party and of intellectuals, although Lin Biao's 
fall was less well known. As his potential rivals' power fell, so did Mao's return to new 
heights, facilitated by the appearance of the ‘Little Red Book’. An effective way of judging 
the importance of the consequences was to examine how long lasting they were and the 
number of people affected. Some more able candidates did this, arguing that Deng's later 
re-emergence suggests that other consequences, such as the human death toll or the 
destruction of culture, were more significant. Although most candidates knew about the 
active role of young people in the Red Guards, the impact of the Cultural Revolution on 
them in terms of education and family life, received less attention, as did the damage to the 
economy.
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Question 5
This question required a judgement on the extent to which Russian industry and agriculture 
had changed, but less able candidates were often limited to merely describing, with varying 
degrees of accuracy, the policies of Witte and Stolypin which helped move the economy 
forward. Only a few referred to the earlier work of Vyshnegradsky and Bunge, despite their 
having an integral role in the question’s focus. Details of Witte's ‘great spurt’ of the 1890s 
were well known, as was his use of foreign loans to pay for new factories and railways. 
Similarly, most candidates knew that Stolypin had attempted to release the potential of the 
richer peasants by enabling them to leave the mir, borrow money more easily and possibly 
migrate to Siberia where there was more land available. However, since a judgement of 
extent was required, in order to get a clear perspective, it was also important to establish 
the factors that held back change. Therefore, some consideration of the lack of an educated 
workforce, the poor state of communications, the Orthodox Church's opposition to change 
and the reluctance of wealthy Russians to invest in industry would have been helpful. While 
some candidates touched on these while discussing the repressive policies of Alexander III 
and Nicholas II, the negative impact of these policies on economic development was often 
not made clear. Finally, although industry and agriculture were mentioned separately in the 
question, it was worth explaining that industrialisation could only be achieved if agriculture 
provided the food for the cities, so both were reliant on each other. 
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This is an analytical answer which has focus overall and identifies 
some key issues. The structure could be tighter and the absence of a 
conclusion is a disadvantage. Nonetheless, a range of relevant points, 
coupled to the analytical framework, merits a high Level 4 award.

Examiner Comments
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Question 6
Most candidates could supply a range of reasons for the fall of the Provisional Government 
in answer to this question, but the quality of explanations was variable. Less able candidates 
restricted their coverage of the war's impact to comments about social and economic 
hardship, but most could highlight the negative impact on the PG's popularity of the June 
Offensive and linked this to the rise of the Bolsheviks and the appeal of Lenin's promises. 
The July days and the Kornilov episode lured some into unnecessarily descriptive accounts 
of events, but these were used more analytically by many to demonstrate the mistakes 
which cost Kerensky dear. It was perhaps surprising that candidates did not place more 
stress on the connection between the war and the political mistakes of the new government, 
since the continuing war could have been blamed for delaying elections and failing to tackle 
the land redistribution issue effectively, as well as the origin of the rivalry with the Petrograd 
Soviet. All of these were frequently cited as crucial errors, but not necessarily linked to 
the war. More candidates did link the war to Lenin's appeal, although less able candidates 
continued to see Lenin as automatically tapping in to a fund of popular goodwill as soon as 
he stepped off the train at Petrograd. Generalisations about the wishes of ‘Russian people’ 
are much less convincing than comments about particular social groups, such as aristocrats, 
the middle class and the peasantry. 
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The opening paragraph is very generalised and does not establish an 
agenda for the rest of the answer. Some relevant points are touched 
on, such as the legitimacy of the Provisional Government, the role 
of Lenin and the war itself. However, the answer is lacking in both 
range and specific development of material. The failure to link factors, 
coupled with the lack of depth, limits the answer to high Level 2.

Examiner Comments
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Question 7
For this question, many candidates took the opportunity to explain a range of well-
rehearsed reasons for Stalin's success in the leadership struggle. Many assumed that the 
question required only a consideration of reasons for Stalin’s ultimate triumph and thus 
failed to address ‘so easily’ in the question. The more able candidates showed an impressive 
grasp of the way Stalin reacted to the changing economic context between 1924 and 1929 
and used his powers of patronage as General Secretary to win crucial votes inside the party 
and distance himself from his ‘allies’ at the right moment. At the other extreme, some less 
able candidates persisted in seeing Stalin's victory as the result of widespread popular 
appeal to the nation as a whole. In between the two were many competent responses 
explaining the errors his opponents made, the value of Stalin's image as a ‘grey blur’ and 
his ruthless exploitation of Lenin's legacy. Most answers were analytical in shape, though 
there were often some sections of extended narrative on the Triumvirate and Duumvirate. 
Stalin’s manipulation of events was well known, explained by the Lenin testament, Lenin’s 
funeral and his actions against both Trotsky and Bukharin. Some impressive answers noted 
that the struggle for power was not simply a question of personalities, but was a profound 
ideological struggle over the whole future of the revolution. 
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The answer is narrow in the range of factors addressed. The focus here is on the 
pattern of shifting alliances established by Stalin in the years after Lenin's death. The 
Triumvirate, Duumvirate and the United Opposition are all considered and the answer 
notes that Stalin stayed in the background and allowed his political opponents to fight 
among themselves. The narrow focus here might suggest a Level 3 award. However, 
the conclusion does note that Stalin was, in the end, able to pick off his opponents 
with relative ease, a point made in the question. This allows an award at low Level 4.

Examiner Comments
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Question 8
This question gave more able candidates the chance to show the economic advances 
made under the three Five-Year Plans, balancing progress against limitations. Less able 
candidates often lost focus on ‘industrial policies’ and wrote about collectivisation without 
linking it to the need to produce more food and free up industrial labour, both of which did 
help industrial growth. Some drifted into accounts of living and working conditions, which 
again could have been made relevant as a limiting factor if used to explain that demoralised 
workers were less productive. However, many candidates did supply accurate numerical 
evidence of increased production of raw materials and heavy industrial goods and showed 
awareness that significant economic changes did occur over the period as a whole, even 
allowing for the various limiting factors, which included the purging of experts, the effect 
on planning of having unreliable statistics, and the emphasis on quantity over quality. The 
question ended in 1941, but this did not prevent more able candidates commenting that 
Russia's ability to withstand the German invasion would have been inconceivable without 
the advances made in the 1930s.
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Question 9
This question had a broad chronological range. The wording ‘Federal Government and 
Supreme Court’ was used to point candidates towards both branches of government. It 
was vital for candidates to select appropriately rather than try to cover everything, which 
more able candidates did to good effect. Many candidates showed good knowledge of the 
components of Federal Government and wrote on both individual presidents and the role 
of Congress. The filibustering of southern Dixiecrats was cited as a limiting factor in the 
earlier years. Candidates are used to explaining the difference between de jure and de 
facto changes and applied this to explain the slow pace of change. Supreme Court rulings 
were also well known, although here some candidates got drawn into referring to more 
cases than was necessary to make a point. Future candidates might be advised that the 
Supreme Court does not pass legislation, but rather issues binding rulings. Most candidates 
argued that without the activism of the various branches of the Civil Rights movement, 
the Federal Government might have been far less involved. King’s campaigns in the south 
and his relationship with Johnson, were used to good effect. Many also showed the positive 
impact that Black Power groups had in terms of raising African American status through 
the success of their social and welfare schemes and their promotion of treatment for sickle 
cell anaemia. Again, selection could prove a problem for well-informed but less analytically 
inclined candidates, who described Civil Rights campaigns at excessive length, rather than 
using specific episodes to support a point. It is interesting to see a growing recognition of 
the work of both Truman and Johnson in promoting the cause of civil rights.
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The answer handles a wide range of material encompassing most of the 
chronology and does so with confidence. The attitudes of successive presidents, 
notably Truman and Johnson, are considered, along with some of the landmark 
decisions of the Supreme Court. Some of the work of the Civil Rights movement 
as a whole and the NAACP in particular, is investigated and much of this material 
is linked to the Federal Government. There is a detailed section on media 
coverage, and the conclusion reaches a judgement on the importance overall of 
the civil rights movement. There is an impressive range of material deployed: 
analysis, range and depth are all credited with an award of high Level 5.

Examiner Comments

The answer very appropriately uses the terms 'African 
Americans' and 'White Americans'. You should try to 
use these terms rather than 'black' and 'white'.

Examiner Tip
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Question 10
This question required a judgement on the extent of the differences between King and the 
Black Power activists. Less able candidates asserted that both movements were entirely 
different from one another, with no points of contact established between them. More able 
candidates addressed both aims and methods and managed to identify some common 
ground, as well as the more obvious differences. The more able candidates backed up 
their observations by referring to specific events and noted the different contexts in which 
King and Black Power worked. King’s campaigns for civil rights in the southern states were 
contrasted with the economic focus of much of the work of Black Power in the north. Some 
of the best answers showed how both evolved over time, so that King began to pay more 
attention to social and economic issues as he moved north and Malcolm X became more 
open to equality after his pilgrimage to Mecca. Inevitably many candidates' knowledge of 
Black Power was confined to Malcolm X alone, though there were some excellent discussions 
of the work of the Black Panthers.
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Question 11
Since this question demanded a judgement on the success of US involvement in Korea, 
it made sense to establish US aims at the outset and look back to these when examining 
the various outcomes. Taking a thematic approach and examining military, economic, 
strategic and political outcomes was a way of keeping a tight focus on the question and 
avoiding telling the story of the war. Having said that, some candidates were unable to 
resist describing the military events of 1950 in excessive detail, producing narrower answers 
as a result. The relief of Pusan, the Inchon landings, China’s ‘dragon attacks’ and the 
US forces’ ‘longest retreat in their history’, were all addressed as examples of success or 
failure. The other common weakness was to provide too much information about why the 
US got involved, rather than just a quick summary to show what they hoped to achieve 
from intervention. Most candidates concluded that the final balance was in the US's favour, 
since Communism was contained, the US did cement its place as a super power and Japan's 
future as a capitalist ally was secured. The military record was mixed, but Truman had 
avoided the worst by removing MacArthur in time.
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The answer does not take a broad overview on matters of success and failure. Instead, success is 
measured with reference to the Inchon landings and the relief of Pusan; while failure is considered 
through Macarthur's actions in the north which forced Chinese intervention. The conclusion 
mentions that the US had achieved its goal of defending the independence of South Korea. There 
is some understanding of one or two issues and an attempt at analysis, but range and depth of 
material are both very limited. A mid Level 3 answer.

Examiner Comments
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Question 12
This question was a multi-causal question with human and financial costs as the stated 
factor. While more able candidates gave some numerical evidence relating to costs, there 
were some wildly exaggerated figures for American deaths, which some candidates put as 
high as 200,000 - over three times higher than the accepted figure. Some noted the high 
death toll for the Vietnamese people, military and civilian. Most could explain the negative 
impact of these costs on government spending elsewhere, notably the Great Society and 
on troop morale. Many, however, argued that the costs might have been tolerable if the US 
had been perceived as winning the war, but after the media exposure surrounding the Tet 
Offensive, domestic opposition forced the politicians to re-think, so it was more a matter 
of political will in the end. A range of reasons for withdrawal was addressed by candidates, 
who developed the reasons why the war came to be seen as unwinnable and linked these to 
examples of domestic protest which politicians at home, with one eye on the next election, 
could not ignore. While more able candidates supplied accurate details of this opposition, 
they also put it in perspective by referring to Nixon's ‘silent majority’ and highlighted 
the disquiet among presidential advisers and Congress, where the repeal of the Gulf of 
Tonkin resolution was significant. There were some perceptive answers that examined 
how changing American attitudes to the Cold War reduced the necessity of staying in 
Vietnam, although only the more able candidates could explain that Nixon and Kissinger's 
ability to negotiate effectively speeded up the prospects of withdrawal. The actual process 
of withdrawal did cause problems for some candidates, who had difficulty distinguishing 
between reasons for withdrawal and how that departure was achieved. Vietnamisation in 
particular caused some confusion in this respect, with some candidates seeing it as a reason 
why the US left, rather than being a policy option which would have speeded up withdrawal 
if it had been more successful. Similarly, 'peace with honour' was not why the US got out of 
Vietnam, it was how they wanted to exit.
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The answer discusses the human and financial costs of the Vietnam war, 
supported with a range of accurate evidence and with links established to 
growing domestic opposition to the war. The answer notes that the media 
was increasingly significant in influencing public opinion and that, unlike US 
forces, the NVLA were prepared to fight on despite growing and very heavy 
losses. The conclusion is not entirely convincing, but the analysis and depth of 
development warrant a mark of high Level 4.

Examiner Comments
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Question 13
Accurate knowledge of the period was displayed by most candidates who answered this 
question. They handled very well the large number of dates and names involved, as well as 
the candidates involved in successive elections. Two different approaches were popular and 
both were equally successful. One approach was to focus on the three Democratic victories, 
in 1976, 1992 and 1996, with an explanation focused on the strengths and weaknesses of 
both parties and their candidates. Carter’s victory was often explained with reference to the 
impact of Watergate, Carter’s status as a Washington outsider and Gerald Ford’s inadequate 
campaign. Few mentioned the divisive Republican convention, where Reagan came close 
to winning the nomination. For 1992 and 1996 many focused on Clinton’s obvious charm 
and charisma, the emphasis on economic policy and the weaknesses of both Bush senior 
and Dole. A second approach placed the entire chronology into a broad context of change. 
The changing political landscape was noted, with Nixon’s southern strategy, the rise of the 
Religious Right and the end of the Cold War described and explained. Within this context 
Republican successes, notably by Nixon in 1972 and Reagan in the 1980s were seen as 
almost inevitable. It is worth noting that Bush’s presidency (1989-93) and the 2000 election 
were mentioned only very rarely.

Question 14
This question gave candidates the scope to draw on a wide range of relevant material 
and, inevitably, a wide range of references were deployed. The best answers were well-
structured and rooted in a strong theme, such as the influence of African Americans on US 
culture, or protest against the Vietnam war. These phenomena were linked in some answers 
by an explanation of the role of the media and of new technology, such as the internet. 
Interesting discussions were encountered in answers by candidates who questioned the 
ideas of ‘influence’ and ‘protest’. Some toyed with the ambiguous boundaries between 
cultures and reflected on the way that subcultures can be absorbed into the dominant 
culture. A frequently cited example was gangsta rap, which might be viewed as either a 
subversion of conventional values based on criminal lifestyles, or as a trend which merged 
with mainstream materialism and US gun culture. It is also of interest that ‘grunge’ protest 
by the 90s, if it did exist, was largely directed inwards, appearing entirely devoid of political 
engagement. Satire of the dominant culture was rightly perceived in unlikely places. The 
Simpsons was often cited for its portrayal of an incompetent police force, while South Park 
was referred to for its attacks on aspects of popular culture as diverse as ‘High School 
Musical’ and ‘The Passion of the Christ’. 

One other note regards sport. There are valid links to be made between sport and popular 
culture and the likes of Michael Jordan have transcended these boundaries. However, these 
links must be justified and cannot be assumed. An answer entirely considering American 
sport is not really valid.
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Paper Summary
Based on their performance on this paper, candidates are offered the following advice:

•	 Don't attempt to predict questions or create model answers based on the presumed 
wording of a question. This can limit revision, lead to lack of choice and/or to a lack of 
explicit focus, resulting in lower levels being awarded.

•	 Analyse causation using a variety of methods. Factors influencing causation are usually 
addressed with confidence but questions which require learners to weigh up the relative 
significance of long-term against short-term/immediate factors less so. 

•	 Pay greater attention to the analysis of concepts other than causation; also consider the 
relative significance of a number of outcomes and reflect on issues concerning change 
over time within the period of study.

•	 Use historical words and phrases appropriate to the period of study and to deploy these 
with some fluency.

•	 Finally, centres are strongly advised to acquaint candidates with the format of the 
answer booklet before sitting the exam, particularly in which part of the booklet to write 
the two answers. 
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Grade Boundaries
Grade boundaries for this, and all other papers, can be found on the website on this link:

http://www.edexcel.com/iwantto/Pages/grade-boundaries.aspx
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