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The answer includes a clear plan and a focused introduction. 
The candidate notes the difficulties which Nixon faced on 
taking office, and addresses both US strategy and the delaying 
tactics adopted by the North Vietnamese. In the process the 
answer builds up a clear picture of why it took Nixon so long 
to bring the war to an honourable close. Mid Level 5.

Examiner Comments
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Question 13
The question presented no problems of interpretation and there were some impressively 
wide ranging and detailed answers that addressed the many policy areas that Carter 
struggled in – economic, political, cultural, social and foreign with stronger answers able 
to show which factors had greatest impact in the immediate run up to the election. The 
perceived appeal of Reagan was well documented. The best candidates could categorise the 
factors thematically without losing sight of the chronology, while at the other extreme were 
answers that listed factors without explaining their impact.

Question 14
Question 14 was rarely done at all, and tended to attract generalised answers that could 
have applied to feminism and gay rights anywhere in the west.
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The answer considers a good range of factors, mostly on Carter's difficulties during his term 
of office. Problems with Congress and different social groups are assessed, along with his 
economic failings. The answer notes the importance of Ronald Reagan, but only considers his 
sunny personality rather than addressing his policies. A good evaluation overall: low Level 5.

Examiner Comments
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Paper Summary
Those candidates who were well prepared in terms of knowledge and understanding of their 
topics produced answers within Levels 4 and 5, and some of these have been included in 
this report. For students who completed GCSE just one year earlier, the best answers are 
remarkable examples of young minds at work. 
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Grade Boundaries
Grade boundaries for this, and all other papers, can be found on the website on this 
link:

http://www.edexcel.com/iwantto/Pages/grade-boundaries.aspx
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