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Examiner Comments

The candidate begins with a well focused introduction which explains the shape of the subsequent answer. The 
given factor is dealt with effectively with references to both the Civil War and the policy of War Communism. Other 
relevant factors are examined, notably the Bolsheviks’ geographical advantages, their fi rm unity compared with the 
disorganisation of the Whites, and Lenin’s fl exibility in abandoning War Communism in favour of the more popular New 
Economic Policy. This is a well developed and supported argument at low level 5.
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Question 7    
   Candidates confi dent about Communist ideology produced some excellent responses, and many were 
able to discuss the debate about continuing NEP longer within the context of other ideological issues 
such as world revolution and socialism in one country. They understood NEP and the reasons the policy 
split the party, and some explanations were extraordinarily mature and pointed. However, weaker 
answers often failed to get to grips with ideological issues at all, or worse still, dismissed them 
outright, seeing the struggle purely in terms of personal ambition between rivals. The wording of the 
question should have made it clear that candidates were expected to explain the way the debate 
developed in the years “1924-28” not just why there was a struggle in 1924 when Lenin died. It was 
not necessary or really desirable to recount a detailed narrative of the various alliances formed, 
but it was necessary to link changing economic circumstances (and possibly, other wider ones) to 
these alliances to help explain Stalin’s U-turn in 1927-8. Few noted that Lenin had decreed that NEP 
would operate for ten years. A strangely common error was to see War Communism described as 
“collectivisation”. The question highlighted the importance of reading the question carefully and thus 
understanding what it required in the answer. 
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Examiner Comments

The answer sets the contest of 1924-28 into some context with reference 
to the nature of the NEP, and of Lenin’s failure to name a successor. 
There is some appreciation that NEP emphasised the split between left 
and right in the party, but there is  some lack of clarity when discussing 
Leninism. Relevant references are made to the personalities of some of 
the contenders and the shifting alliances which were made. Some points 
lack extensive development, but there is a clear attempt to frame an 
explanation. Mid Level 4.

Examiner Tip

This question is not about the causes of the contest to succeed Lenin! Note 
the importance of the dates given in the question.
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Question 8    
   The question was about the outcomes of Stalin’s purges, not the causes: yet a signifi cant number of 
answers focused on why Stalin embarked on them and may therefore have only dealt with outcomes 
implicitly. Having said that, plenty of candidates did write fully about the removal of the Old 
Bolsheviks perceived as rivals after the Congress of Victors in 1934 and then went on to discuss the 
varied impact that the purges had on the military and on the economic capacity of Russia. Better 
answers discussed the ambiguity of the outcomes which deterred opposition but removed capable 
experts and led to a culture of covering up the truth with damaging results. Some weak candidates 
saw the question as an opportunity to offl oad knowledge of the economic policies, while others got 
sidetracked into discussing the personality cult as an alternative way that Stalin strengthened his 
political dominance: true, but not the question.   
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Examiner Comments

The answer maintains a focus on the outcome of the repression of 1934-38. The candidate 
notes the importance of the show trials in destroying the old Bolsheviks and promoting 
Stalin’s supporters. The references to the consequences of the Great Terror, and its impact 
on the lives of the Russian people, are reasonably secure, but would have benefi ted from 
more developed material. There is a clear understanding of the effects of the purges on the 
economy. Most points made are supported with reasonable material: high Level 4.
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Question 9    
   Most candidates had little trouble weighing up the contribution of the NAACP to civil rights, alongside 
the other factors of presidential support at certain times, the role of other pressure groups and of 
King towards the end of the period. Weaker candidates sometimes got bogged down in narrative 
accounts of the classic legal cases and the chronological parameters of the question caught out some 
people, who wrote about events well after 1957, in some cases right through to 1968: there were, 
for example, many references to the Greensboro sit-ins and the Freedom Rides.    The importance 
of signifi cant individuals was recognised, especially Thurgood Marshall and Rosa Parks, but very few 
noted the impact of the murder of Emmett Till. 
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Examiner Comments

There is a strong focus on the question sustained throughout this answer, 
and a well-organised introduction highlights the range of factors to be 
discussed. There is extensive detail on the impact of World War II, and the 
growing consciousness of African Americans is clearly linked to the NAACP. 
The latter’s role, especially in court cases, is well understood and there 
is a very good point made that, ultimately, legal change came from the 
Supreme Court. The role of the presidents, and, towards the end of the 
period, Martin Luther King, are both considered. A well formed evaluation 
which ranges over the whole chronology: high Level 5.
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Question 10     
   A signifi cant number of candidates wanted to twist the question and write about reasons why people 
in general were not in support of the civil rights movement, rather than discussing the extent to which 
particular forces opposed it, which was not quite the same thing. Nevertheless, candidates were 
aware of the role played by the Ku Klux Klan, the police and notorious individuals like Bull Connor. 
The role of the FBI was rarely considered but the behaviour of different presidents at different points 
in time was often referred to, as was the opposition from Congress. Most candidates realised the 
need to broaden out the discussion to consider the counter-productive role of the Black Panthers and 
some of King’s northern policies and the negative effect of these on the movement. Surprisingly few 
highlighted the assassinations of Malcolm X and Martin Luther King.  
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Examiner Comments

The answer begins with a pithy and focused introduction. The given factor 
of forces opposed to civil rights is illustrated with detailed reference to 
the role of southern state governments and the local police forces in those 
states. A number of other relevant factors are handled well. The candidate 
points out the divisions within the civil rights movement and growing 
failures of Martin Luther King’s campaigns in the mid-1960s. An interesting 
point is made that both Presidents Kennedy and Johnson distanced 
themselves from the civil rights movement to some degree: this change is 
explained well. This is a balanced and well-informed answer at mid Level 
5.
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    Question 11     
   The question made candidates think about the outcomes of the Korean War and led to some very 
focused answers detailing its impact on the various combatants – mostly negative, but with some 
relative successes depending on the aims that a particular state had for getting involved. Japan was 
seen as the main benefi ciary, with limited pay offs for the United States and Chairman Mao, if not 
for China itself. However, the credibility gained by the UN was an outcome that few acknowledged. 
Candidates brave enough to tackle the question head on usually produced valid answers; it was 
the unfocused accounts of the military action that tended to fall short. The sign of a very good 
answer tended to be an evaluation, not just of each nation involved, but the presence of a two-
sided evaluation within that. For example, candidates noted that the USA succeeded in containing 
Communism, but failed to achieve rollback.   
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Examiner Comments

The answer is characterised by clear thinking and a secure focus. The 
candidate notes the successes and failures, both military and political, 
experienced by China and the United States. This conclusion is not 
especially secure, but the level of thought and the quality of supporting 
evidence makes for mid Level 5.
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Question 12     
   On the importance of the Tet Offensive was perhaps seen as more straightforward, with most 
candidates able to comment on the changes in public perception that media coverage produced, while 
acknowledging that in purely military terms it was something of a success for the USA. Candidates 
generally wrote more effectively about the impact of Tet, than about the other potential turning 
points in the given period. Some weaker answers took every military event to be a turning point, while 
others included events outside the time period.   
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Examiner Comments

The question addresses the extent to which the Tet Offensive of 1968 was 
the key turning point in the war between 1965 and 1973. The signifi cance 
of Tet is dealt with very extensively, with effective and well-chosen detail 
in support. Other possible key turning points are suggested, and are 
considered with varying levels of support. The conclusion, which agrees 
with the question, is established very well.  Mid Level 5.
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Question 13     
   Candidates with the relevant knowledge wrote some impressive accounts of the reasons for Nixon’s 
re-election by a landslide, citing and explaining the impact of a wide range of factors, internal and 
external. Coverage of why the Watergate scandal brought him down was usually less explicit and 
developed, often explained in broad brushstrokes, but some candidates were able to discuss Nixon’s 
motives in deciding to stand down early.   
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Examiner Comments

The answer has a secure focus on the question. In considering reasons 
for Nixon’s landslide victory in 1972, the candidate notes the weaknesses 
of his opponents, the strong Republican campaign compared with the 
disorganised response of the Democrats, and the importance of Nixon’s 
signifi cant successes in his fi rst term. The Watergate affair is handled 
much less confi dently and is focused on the Washington Post investigations: 
however, the candidate notes the importance of CREEP in linking these two 
events. Low Level 5. 
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Question 14     
   There were very few answers to Question 14, but these were usually written with genuine verve and 
enthusiasm.   
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Grade Boundaries
Grade boundaries for this, and all other papers, can be found on the website on this link:

http://www.edexcel.com/iwantto/Pages/grade-boundaries.aspx
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