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Examiner Comments

The answer refers to some of the peaceful protests of the period, notably in 
Montgomery in 1955 and Birmingham in 1963, though these are perhaps given too 
much credit for the passing of the Civil Rights Act in 1964. Reference is made to 
King’s leadership though comments on his role are perhaps too uncritical; there is 
no mention of failures such as the Albany campaign. While the role of the media is 
relevant, it is important to note that Black Power had only a limited role to play 
in the years to 1964, and really only rose to prominence thereafter. The answer 
has an analytical form and is focused on the question. The range of material 
offered is adequate and accurate, though there is a lack of balance in places; 
more could have been made of the importance of events such as the Montgomery 
Bus Boycott and the March on Washington. Displays the qualities required for 
Level 4, and a mid-Level 4 response overall.
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   Question 11
Centres are advised to clarify some misunderstandings displayed by a large number of candidates 
over the geographical areas covered in Option D6. The specifi cation’s fi rst bullet point refers 
exclusively to the situation in Korea in the early 1950s, and thus deals only with the Korean 
War. The second bullet point relates to ‘the situation in south-east Asia between 1950 and 
1954’. Students thus need to be reminded that Korea is not in south-east Asia, nor indeed is 
Japan. A large number of answers to Question 11 referred to one or both these countries. While 
students were given some credit for material on Korea, such material is unlikely to be relevant 
in the future. The geographical challenge presented by the question proved too much for a 
small number of candidates, who wrote extensively, sometimes exclusively about Japan and 
Korea, rather than about Vietnam and its immediate neighbours. Some answers which did bring 
in Vietnam were often very good on the big, Cold War picture and mentioned the Red Scare 
(linked to Mao’s triumph in China) and the Domino Theory. However, supporting information 
was frequently lacking in specifi c detail on the short term trigger events, French involvement 
in Vietnam or the Geneva Accords. In lower level answers there were chronological as well as 
geographical issues, with many discussing Kennedy and the events of the early 1960s when the 
USA became more embroiled in confl ict, rather than the more cautious moves by Eisenhower. The 
best answers noted the policies pursued by both Truman and Eisenhower, the domestic pressures 
placed on both of them, and their determination, refl ected in the creation of SEATO, to contain 
Communist expansion in south-east Asia. 
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Examiner Comments

The answer sustains a focus, not only on the given timescale, but also on south-east Asia 
itself. The candidate understands the importance of the fear of communism within the 
United States, and might have made this point stronger with some reference to McCarthyism; 
and there is a useful examination of the domino theory. Fear of communism is linked to Ho 
Chi Minh’s rule in North Vietnam, and the military and fi nancial support he was given by 
a USSR which is seen as spreading communism in both south-east Asia and the rest of the 
world. The candidate also notes the determination of the American government to protect, 
not only the corrupt Diem regime in South Vietnam, but also the government of Japan as it 
emerged from the aftermath of war. The conclusion notes the importance of both long-term 
and short-term factors at work, making for a secure Level 4 analysis overall.
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   Question 12
Explaining the reasons for America’s withdrawal from Vietnam was often tackled with great 
confi dence, although many candidates wrote more about alternative factors than about public 
opinion itself – or treated public opinion in a general sense, rather than breaking it down into 
interest groups and at specifi c points in time. Nevertheless, there were some well informed 
answers which explained Nixon’s thinking and the infl uences on him, often arguing persuasively 
that he took the views of the “silent majority” more seriously than those of the protestors. Most 
considered a range of factors, with higher level responses linking these together and noting the 
essential connection between presidential popularity, the media and military successes. Less 
expert answers saw these as stand-alone issues, and failed to establish links between them. 
As is often the case, some students wanted to move on quickly from the given factor, and thus 
sometimes neglected to assess matters such as veteran protests, or the impact of the student 
movement, or protest relating to My Lai or the Cambodian bombings. Student knowledge 
appeared to be far better when it came to the specifi cs of troop reductions, with many linking 
these to Nixon’s re-election campaign or Vietnamisation. The best answers had a very broad 
perspective which went far beyond changing US attitudes. These considered Nixon’s global 
foreign policy, including his visits to China and Moscow, and the impact on North Vietnam of the 
Linebacker campaigns. 

Question 13
Although popular culture occupies a whole bullet point in the specifi cation, examiners reported 
that there were very few answers to this question, with most of them only modestly successful. 
Many produced descriptive answers which often focused on music and television shows. Few 
noticed that it was the growth of cable television that allowed for the creation of popular 
but divisive shows such as Jerry Springer and South Park, and, to some extent, Fox News; 
while limited Federal regulation allowed shock jocks like Howard Stern to fl ourish. A few were 
aware of the elder Bush’s declared preference for the Waltons over the Simpsons. Some linked 
cultural change, especially music, to changing attitudes towards women and homosexuals, while 
others saw it as one of several factors which promoted the growing divide between liberal and 
conservative Americans. 

Question 14
In clear contrast to Question 13, most candidates found little diffi culty in producing a reasoned 
argument to explain Clinton’s electoral victories in 1992 and 1996. For some, however, Clinton’s 
charismatic allure proved too powerful, and some answers were framed almost exclusively 
around his personal qualities, including his shortcomings (the Lewinsky affair was given more 
attention than it perhaps deserves). Examining the perceived strengths of the Clinton/Gore 
ticket and the weaknesses of Bush/Quayle and then Dole/Kemp was a productive approach for 
many. Several answers were strong on the 1992 campaign but less secure on 1996. Candidates 
were aware of Clinton’s success in 1992 in emphasising the economy while Bush pointed to his 
foreign policy successes. For 1996 Clinton’s incumbency advantage was set against Dole’s age 
and his policy weaknesses. Only a few commented on the fact that Clinton’s twin successes were 
achieved in a decade of noticeable weakness for the Democratic Party as a whole. A few answers 
were similar in form to those produced for Question 6, consisting of two discrete halves which 
failed to recognise the common ground shared between the two victories. 
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Examiner Comments

The introduction suggests that a number of relevant factors will be discussed. The given factor 
is addressed in some detail, but the extent to which changing attitudes infl uenced Nixon is not 
entirely clear. Congressional opposition, strategic errors in Vietnam, and Nixon’s intentions 
of forging better relations with China are considered, though each point made might have 
been supported with more detailed information which would make the points stand up more 
effectively. There is an understanding here of the issues at work and of the way in which 
a number of factors persuaded Nixon to withdraw troops gradually over time, but material 
deployed is uneven in quality and lacking balance in places. A secure Level 4 response.
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In conclusion, as one of the examiners commented in his fi nal report, "Able candidates wrote 
articulately and coherently and demonstrated a logical mind as well as good linguistic skills. 
Weaker answers were characterised by poor sentence construction, spelling and poor writing 
skills, which was a limiting factor in some answers where candidates clearly knew their history 
but struggled or failed to produce a coherent readable response."

Grade Boundaries

Grade Max. Mark A B C D E 

Raw boundary mark 60 43 38 33 28 23 

Uniform boundary mark 100 80 70 60 50 40 
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