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Introduction
General comments

Examiners reported that many candidates were comfortable with the essential requirements 
of the examination. They were able to structure their work effectively, provide a range of 
relevant and accurate material to support the points they were making, and maintain a 
sustained focus on the question set. At the highest levels of attainment were those who 
displayed the ability to analyse a range of factors in detail and present a convincing answer 
overall.

However, there were some candidates who did not do themselves justice overall. A 
number failed to respond to the specific demands of the questions in front of them. These 
candidates often focused their answers on material with which they felt comfortable 
rather than targeting the specifics of the question set. Centres are advised to ensure 
that candidates are ready to use, and to adapt, the material they have learnt. Most centres 
use previous questions for revision and preparation for the examination, but they might 
warn candidates that their paper will consist entirely of previously unseen questions, and 
that they should be prepared for this uncertainty.

Many candidates became trapped within Level 3 or low Level 4 because of a lack of accurate 
and relevant exemplification. Most are able to develop some argument in an answer, but 
assertions must be supported with sufficient evidence to make these points stand up. In 
addition, they should explain how these points relate to the question, whether in supporting 
or challenging the premise of the question.

Many very good answers reached high Level 4, but were unable to access Level 5. It is 
important to note that otherwise strong answers sometimes stayed in Level 4 for one of 
two reasons. Firstly, the support material offered, while accurate and broadly relevant, was 
lacking balance in places, with uneven evidence in parts of the answer. A more widespread 
concern was that some able candidates were unfamiliar with, or unable to use, analytical 
concepts and terminology used by historians. While most are able to investigate economic 
and political factors, many were unsure of the precise meaning of, for example, 'social 
conditions' in Options A and B, and even 'foreign policy' in Options E and F.

It is worth reminding candidates of the importance of recognising the type of question they 
are answering. While the commonest type is the multi-factored causation question, where it 
is appropriate to discuss the importance of the stated factor and then various other factors 
involved, not all questions focus on causation and not all are multi-factored. In Option D, 
Questions D7 and D11 both asked why an outcome resulted without giving a stated factor. 
Questions D3 and D8 both focused on the extent of change. Questions D9 and D13 both 
focused on the nature of change. Structuring an effective answer depends on recognising 
exactly what you are being asked to do.

One other general point might be worth making: while candidates are often comfortable 
explaining an outcome in terms of the strengths of 'the winners' and the weaknesses of 'the 
losers' (for example, in Option D, the white forces in Question D6 and Chiang in Question 
D2) these do need to be known in detail. There is a tendency to sum up such weaknesses 
rather blandly so that they could apply to many situations at many times in history. The 
message is: be specific.
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The comments on spelling, punctuation and grammar made in previous reports remain 
relevant and valid. The literacy curriculum notes that, in a formal setting such as a public 
examination, appropriate language must be used, and should be free of abbreviations 
and colloquialisms. It also states that, if a candidate is to communicate effectively, what 
is written down must be legible. On several occasions this summer examiners could not 
decipher what might have been key words or phrases, and this inevitably influenced the 
final mark awarded.
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Question 1

There was generally a good understanding of the chief features of the stated factor of 
humanism. The best candidates were able to describe and analyse Erasmus' role in 
criticising the Catholic Church, noting the importance of 'ad fontes' and the popularity of 
many of Erasmus' publications. Many, however, questioned the influence of humanism 
overall, noting that humanists were willing only to criticise the church from within, and 
saw the significance of Erasmus' break with Luther in the 1520s. A large number of 
answers referred to the old saying that 'Erasmus laid the egg that Luther hatched' without 
explaining precisely what was meant by this. Other reasons for the German Reformation 
were considered with varying levels of success. Tetzel and indulgences, the poor quality of 
German parish clergy, and widespread absenteeism were all addressed quite effectively. 
However, several answers described, sometimes at great length, the moral laxity of 
the papal court but were unable to link this effectively to the outbreak of the German 
Reformation. It is worth noting that almost all candidates referred to the heavy papal taxes 
raised in Germany, but many seemed unaware of what these taxes were, how they were 
collected, and why the papacy was able to impose these dues. It is also important that 
candidates have a clear understanding of when the Reformation actually began. Some 
argued convincingly for 1517 or 1521, but others discussed events in the 1520s and 1530s 
which really belonged in an answer to Question 2.
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This answer has some range and considers humanists, papal 
taxes, indulgences and conditions within Germany. The answer 
relates quite well to the question, but lacks balance and clarity 
in places, notably on the stated factor and German conditions. 
Mid Level 4.

Examiner Comments
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The answer here attempts an explanation, but is not always in 
focus. The influence of humanism is not strongly developed, 
and there is some lack of clarity on the Renaissance. Broadly 
accurate and relevant material: high Level 3.

Examiner Comments



GCE 6HI01 History B 19

Question 2

There was quite a lot of variation in what candidates defined as the lack of a strong central 
government, with some seeing the role and power of the princes, and the status of the 
imperial cities, as an entirely separate issue. Many were aware of the Wahlkapitulation 
imposed on Charles in 1519, and pointed out that, with no standing army to call on, Charles 
was unable to take any independent action against Lutheranism in its early years. The 
personal or religious motives which accounted for princely conversions in the 1520s were 
described effectively, along with Charles' attempts to tackle Lutheranism at the first and 
second Diets of Speyer. While most answers referred to the formation of the Schmalkaldic 
League in 1531, few noted that this meant that religious change in Germany had to be 
defeated by force, as shown at Muhlberg in 1547. In considering other relevant factors 
most noted Charles' distractions elsewhere in Europe and beyond, and pointed out that 
the Emperor spent very little time in Germany in the 1520s and 1530s; and that when he 
was finally able to address religious issues in the 1540s Lutheranism had become firmly 
established in many states.
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This answer relates well to the question and considers a number 
of relevant factors in framing the analysis. There is a lack of 
balance in places, notably in the discussion of the weak central 
government of the Empire, and the range of material might 
have been broader. Mid Level 4 overall.

Examiner Comments
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Question 3

A number of candidates misunderstood the focus of the question, seeing it as a multi-
factored one rather than one which targeted just the Council of Trent. This raised some 
issues for examiners, as sections of these answers on Trent could be quite effective but the 
response then wandered off in other directions. For example, many answers dealt with Trent 
but then argued that there were other ways in which the church responded to the Protestant 
challenge; and there was much discussion of the role of the Jesuits, and the part played 
by Catholic princes, which were not relevant to the question. Those who stayed focused 
on the Council often produced some excellent material on doctrines, discipline and the 
papacy, noting how the Council's decrees drew sharp dividing lines between Catholics and 
Protestants. The effect was to revive Catholic spirituality and provide the church with the 
weapons with which to arm the Counter-Reformation.
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This answer acknowledges the importance of some of the issues 
raised at Trent on doctrine and discipline. However, the focus 
on the question is lost as the candidate turns to other features 
of the Catholic revival such as the Jesuits. This is a mid Level 3 
explanation overall.

Examiner Comments
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Question 4

Some answers were a little uncertain of just how papal power was restored during the 
Counter-Reformation. Only a few noted that some reformers at Trent had failed in their 
attempts to assert the supremacy of a general council over the papacy. There was little 
specific material offered on the actions of Pius V and his successors, Gregory XIII and 
Sixtus V: reforms of the missal and breviary might have been usefully addressed. However, 
there was a good range of other relevant material offered. Most were able to discuss the 
significance of the Jesuits in both education and spiritual development, and the role of 
various European rulers in carrying out the Tridentine decrees was also considered. Some 
high level answers placed papal power into a broader context with brief reference to the 
contrasting Farnese and Carafa papacies.

Question 5

The revolt of the Netherlands has in the past produced some high quality work from 
many candidates, and this year was no exception. In considering the nature of Spanish 
misgovernment of the Netherlands, candidates noted a number of errors of judgement 
committed by Philip II, including his drift towards centralised power and his mistaken 
religious policies. The rule of Margaret of Parma was described, but candidates decided quite 
convincingly that Alba was directly responsible for the outbreak of the 1572 revolt. They 
deployed plenty of detailed information in support of their claim, ranging from the Council 
of Troubles, the Tenth Penny, and the execution of Egmont and Horn, which led to national 
protests throughout the Netherlands. The role and importance of both the Sea Beggars and 
William of Orange were also considered. Overall, the main discriminator in answers was the 
depth and development given to various factors.

Question 6

The range of material and quality of argument from many candidates was impressive. 
The best noted the importance of Maurice of Nassau as leader of the armed forces, and 
provided extensive detail on his reorganisation of the military. Good answers went beyond 
military affairs and considered the strong political leadership of Johan van Oldenbarnevelt 
which, coupled with the creation of the Dutch East India Company, was instrumental in 
providing Maurice with the funds necessary for successful campaigns. Set against these 
factors was growing Spanish economic and military weaknesses, both within Spain and in 
the Netherlands. These, coupled with Philip II and Philip III's distractions elsewhere, all 
combined to make the Spanish position ultimately untenable. Once again, the development 
of material was the chief discriminator between different answers.
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In this response there is a good amount of relevant discussion 
on the stated factor, and on the significance of the Dutch East 
India Company. The distraction of the Armada and its effect 
on Parma's attempts at reconquest are discussed, along with 
foreign intervention and the geography of the Netherlands. 
There is strong range and depth here: mid Level 5 overall.

Examiner Comments
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Question 7

There was some confusion among candidates as to what constituted social conditions. Some 
built their answers purely on misogyny, while others referred to the 'age of anxiety' and crop 
conditions. On misogyny, a frequently made claim was that men believed that, since women 
could bring life into the world they could also destroy it. Others made the curious claim that 
men were amazed that women could turn raw food into cooked meals. It would be helpful 
if these assertions were supported by specific evidence which refers to time and place. 
More successful answers were able to link factors together to show how these impacted on 
social conditions. Social conditions which were created by famine, village rivalries and the 
population increase of the time were effectively pressed into use. A few answers were very 
generalised and without specific examples; these tended to refer to village gossip and the 
traditional stereotype of the witch, but to little effect. Some answers tried to argue from the 
specific to the general, but without success: it was not enough to assert that because one 
midwife was accused of killing children it therefore followed that the witchcraze was built on 
hatred of women. Some went out of the time frame in the question, sometimes effectively 
linking earlier developments with those in the period under discussion. The growing number 
of unmarried or widowed women was commented on, but only a few noted that the closure 
of nunneries removed a traditional haven for single women. In considering other factors, 
many mentioned the Malleus Maleficarum, but ascribed to it an importance that it perhaps 
does not deserve. The Wikipedia article on Kramer's work is a helpful investigation.
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A secure range of factors is offered here, on social and religious 
problems, the importance of literature and of prevailing political 
conditions. Support is accurate though uneven in places, but 
good range allows for a mid Level 4 award.

Examiner Comments
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Question 8

The two most prominent individuals mentioned were James VI/I and Matthew Hopkins. 
Most understood the intensity of persecution in Scotland, and ascribed the outbreak of the 
Scottish witchcraze to James' belief that witches tried to drown him at sea along with his 
new wife. Few noted the political dimension at work, especially attempts to incriminate 
Bothwell and remove his influence. Hopkins' campaign was well known, and most mentioned 
that he was able to operate only because of the breakdown in order caused by the civil 
war. The persecutions launched by Balthasar Nuss, Ferdinand of Bavaria and Christian IV 
were also well known. Many used the example of Queen Christina of Sweden as evidence 
of the power of individuals to prevent witch persecution. Other relevant factors were 
developed quite effectively, notably the changes to legal systems with the replacement of 
the accusatorial system with an inquisitorial one, and how the use of torture could lead to 
an individual to accuse others, and thus instigate a small witch hunt in one area.
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The prominent individuals discussed are Matthew Hopkins 
and Christian IV; and one other factor, the role of religion, is 
addressed. While there is some understanding of key issues 
here, the answer is narrow in its range of factors, though 
material support is accurate and relevant. Mid Level 4.

Examiner Comments
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Question 9 

Many answers focused exclusively on Mountjoy's leadership, but were often unable to 
develop their answer beyond brief references to Essex and the siege of Kinsale. Better 
answers noted that Mountjoy carried out a successful scorched earth policy in Ulster which 
provoked a famine and the consequent weakening of Tyrone's forces. Some strong answers 
referred to the Spanish invasion, noting that Tyrone's forces were forced to leave their 
familiar territory in the north, only to be overwhelmed by Mountjoy's fierce and successful 
campaign. Other relevant factors which were frequently mentioned include the division 
of the Irish nobility, with the native lords in the countryside favouring Tyrone against 
the old nobility in the towns and cities. In the end, as many answers noted, Elizabeth's 
determination to crush the Irish rebellion was successful simply because the English had the 
men and the money to determine a favourable outcome.

Question 10 

Some answers described the outbreak of the Confederate War, but then omitted the 
intervening years to describe the intervention of Cromwell after the end of the English Civil 
War. Such answers were only modestly successful. Better answers were able to range over 
the whole chronology, noting that Charles I's difficulties in England prevented a rapid defeat 
of the Irish rebellions: the role of Ormond was generally well understood here. Some of the 
best answers displayed impressive range and depth of material. These candidates noted 
that it was the deep bitterness felt towards English rule which fuelled the rapid spread of 
rebellion throughout Ireland, and that both the plantations policy and the religious divide 
played a prominent role throughout the course of the rebellions. Most noted the significance 
of the formation of the Confederation of Kilkenny, and of papal intervention through the 
person of Rinuccini, who supplied the Confederates with money and arms. While many 
answers accessed Level 4, only a few went beyond this: most provided a number of relevant 
factors, but did not make effective links between them, which is a feature of many Level 5 
answers.
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The answer includes material on a number of relevant points, 
and does range over the whole chronology. However, the shape 
of the answer is essentially narrative rather than explanatory, 
and there is a lack of depth in several places. Descriptive with 
some implied relevance: mid Level 3.

Examiner Comments
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Question 11

The best answers started with a sharp focus on the Bohemian revolt of 1618, and noted 
that it had a double significance. The offer of the Bohemian crown to the Protestant 
Frederick V gave a religious dimension to the war, while many states were worried that the 
accession in Bohemia of the Emperor Ferdinand II would lead to an unwanted expansion of 
Habsburg power. This linking of two discrete factors was often developed very effectively. 
Some candidates promoted the idea that the Thirty Years War was essentially a religious 
conflict, noting that the Religious Peace of Augsburg of 1555 was beginning to break down 
with the growth and expansion of Calvinism. Others noted the growing challenges to 
Habsburg power evidenced in the War of the Julich succession: the expansion of Habsburg 
power in north-western Germany threatened the interests of the princes, as well as France 
and the Netherlands. The formation of the religious leagues of princes also had a double 
significance for some. Set against these strong answers were others who missed the point 
of the question. Many decided that Habsburg power triggered the war, but then went on to 
describe how the nature of the war changed in the 1620s and 1630s with the intervention 
of Denmark, France and Sweden: the material offered, though usually correct, was not 
relevant to the question.

 Question 12

Some answers went off focus with a lengthy discussion of the gains made by other states, 
notably Brandenburg and Sweden. However, many answers proved highly successful. These 
compared the apparently modest territorial gains made by France in Alsace and Lorraine 
with her success in restoring a sense of balance to the European state system, and the 
ending of Habsburg encirclement exemplified by the defeat of Spain in the 1650s and the 
Peace of the Pyrenees in 1659. There was some excellent discussion of the effects of the 
war on the Habsburgs. Some noted that the Spanish branch of the family suffered extensive 
losses and defeats which weakened Spanish power considerably. For the main branch 
of the family, the German Habsburgs, the picture was mixed. Candidates noted that the 
effective ending of Imperial power in Germany was a blessing in disguise. It meant that the 
Habsburgs fell back to their core territories, and this contributed to the growth of Austrian 
Habsburg power in the eighteenth century.
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This answer directly addresses the question, and has a good 
understanding of the key issues involved. The candidate notes 
the intangible gains made by France which made her the leading 
power in Europe, and the variable outcome of the war for the 
two branches of the Habsburg family. A range of appropriately 
selected material is deployed, and the broad balance overall 
makes for a low Level 5 award.

Examiner Comments
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Question 13

Many answers remained within Level 3. This was because candidates were either unable to 
support their points about power and money with clear and specific evidence, or because 
answers went beyond the settlement itself to describe features of the later part of Charles' 
reign. Better answers noted that the financial settlement was a modest one, and that the 
expected revenue from excise duties rarely materialised. Candidates were able to link 
this point to Charles' frequent demands for parliamentary subsidies, which caused conflict 
for much of his reign. Answers also noted that, although in theory royal power was quite 
broad, there was insufficient clarity about the separation of powers, and this was linked to 
Charles' drift towards absolutism later in the reign. Few noticed the promises made in the 
Declaration of Breda, or that religious differences clouded the whole of the 1660s.

Question 14

The question required a focus on the years 1678-85, and most answers were restricted to 
this time frame. However, the course of events in these years was sometimes confused, 
especially on the number of parliamentary sessions and the frequency of the exclusion 
bills. The harnessing of Monmouth to the Whig cause was not always accurately explained. 
Some candidates were content to provide a narrative of varying quality covering the given 
period, but others did attempt an explanation, usually focused on the weaknesses and 
mistakes made by Shaftesbury and the Whigs. Only a few noted that, during the years in 
question, Charles displayed significant political skills, which few realised he possessed, in 
outmanoeuvring his opponents.
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Paper Summary
 Centres might consider the following ways in which future performance might be improved.

•	 Candidates must answer the question set, not the one they were hoping for.

•	 The whole chronological range given in the question should be covered.

•	 Candidates should be familiar with, and comfortable with, historical words and phrases 
appropriate to the course of study. 

•	 Candidates should study the factors relevant to an aspect of their course as a set 
rather than as a number of disconnected factors; and their relative importance could be 
weighed up accordingly.
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Grade Boundaries
Grade boundaries for this, and all other papers, can be found on the website on this link:

http://www.edexcel.com/iwantto/Pages/grade-boundaries.aspx
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