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Introduction
This is the third year of GCE 2008 and the sixth examination session for Unit 1. Candidates 
are now aware of how to approach the examination. They understand the need to produce 
a balanced answer, and they know that the most effective way to structure this answer is to 
make a number of relevant points, support these with examples, and establish clear links 
to the question set. Fewer answers than previously were awarded Levels 1 and 2. Most 
candidates appear to have gained something from their course, and thus are likely to be 
awarded at least Level 3. Almost all answers include some kind of plan, though some were 
very long and detailed, to the detriment of their answer overall.

Many candidates still struggle to maintain a focus on the question set. Some are quick to 
assume that the questions set are similar to those they have met while revising. They must 
remember that past questions are exactly that, and cannot appear again in the same form. 
They need to read the questions carefully and respond to what is asked, rather than what 
they hope they ask of what they have prepared to answer. Knowledge needs to be adapted 
and employed effectively, rather than taking the form of a prepared answer that may not 
focus on the question set. 

Equally, candidates must ensure that their entire answer focuses on the question. Question 
D7 required an analysis of the consequences of collectivisation. However, a number of 
candidates began with a lengthy explanation of the reasons for the introduction of this 
policy. Similarly, Question D10 required a focus on the civil rights movement, yet many 
discussed Black Power in their answers. This could be of some relevance, but was rarely 
made so. 

Past reports have highlighted the importance of focusing on the timescale set in the 
question. Many otherwise strong answers were weakened, sometimes substantially, by 
failing to cover the period set. Question A11 targeted 1455-61, but many ignored this 
and wrote only on the causes of civil conflict. Question B1’s timescale was 1517-25. 
Some ignored this completely, focusing instead on the long-term causes of the German 
Reformation. Question D11 set the parameters of 1954-63, yet many candidates discussed 
the roles of Truman and Johnson in their answers. An understanding of chronology, and the 
accurate use of dates, was often a factor which discriminated between Level 3 and Level 4 
answers.

It seemed that many candidates did not have the specific knowledge which is essential for 
accessing the higher levels, but provided generalised examples which showed little depth. 
Dates, numerical evidence, reference to key individuals and events are all important if 
candidates are to produce a convincing analysis. If we assume that each topic is studied for 
at least six weeks, the majority of candidates should have this depth of knowledge. 

Many candidates appear to have been armed with a writing template for their answers. 
The formula appeared to be taking note of the factor raised in the question and then 
mentioning that other factors (usually three) were also significant. Key marker phrases, 
such as ‘however’ and ‘on the other hand’ were then deployed before reaching some 
sort of conclusion. This approach can work as long as effective links to the question are 
established. Several answers looked at other relevant factors but failed to establish their 
significance beyond asserting that they were important. 
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Question 1-14

Question 1

The mark scheme made it clear that candidates could adopt either a chronological or 
a thematic approach in answering the question, and both approaches proved popular. 
However, there were some who failed to consider the timescale of 1517-25 given in the 
question. Consequently, their answers included material which belonged more properly in 
an answer on the causes of the German Reformation. The corruption of the Catholic Church, 
the impiety of successive Popes, and the influence of Humanism, all played their part in the 
demands for reform: but it was not easy to link these points to Luther’s success in 1517-
25. Too many candidates were willing to suggest that the infamy of the Borgia papacy 
and the supposed homosexuality of Julius II (for which there is no compelling evidence) 
made Luther’s challenge an easy one. It might have been better to consider instead points 
which really mattered to the German people, such as an absentee clergy, Papal financial 
impositions and the scandal of indulgences. Better candidates used the background of 
discontent against the Catholic Church as a starting point for Luther’s success. This worked 
quite well as long as they did not spend too much time on this. Equally strong were those 
who provided a chronology of events in the given period, but assessed the significance of 
those events and, crucially, considered the changing nature of the challenge which Luther 
posed to the Church. Thus the quarrel among a few monks over indulgences in 1517 
changed over time into a serious and popular revolt against the Church. Some of the best 
answers were able to assess the changing nature of the support given to Luther and his 
beliefs, supporting their points by referring to the widespread dissemination of Luther’s 
writings and the princely support gained in 1525. Most answers referred to the princes, but 
some could not develop this point beyond the protection which Frederick the Wise provided 
for Luther before and after the Diet of Worms. Some candidates appeared to be answering 
Questions 1 and 2 together. They attributed Luther’s success to Charles V’s distractions 
elsewhere in Europe, but in so doing often went beyond the question’s timescale. Only a 
few noted that one reason for Luther’s success was that the Church’s initial response was 
ineffective, and that the Papacy was more concerned with Frederick the Wise’s electoral vote 
than in responding to Luther’s challenge. It is worth recording that examiners reported that 
answers to Question 1 had remarkably few factual errors and only a few mistaken dates. 
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The answer notes a number of reasons for Luther's successful challenge to the Catholic Church. 
These include the debates with Cajetan and Eck, Charles V's problems, and the strength of 
Luther's message. However, the answer does not go beyond 1521 to consider matters such as 
the translation of the New Testament and the signifi cance of the Peasant War. A High Level 4 
response.

Examiner Comments
The answer notes a number of reasons for Luther's successful challenge to the Catholic Church. 

Examiner Comments

Many questions set a timescale for the answer, and it is 
essential that you cover as much of the given period as 
possible.

Many questions set a timescale for the answer, and it is 

Examiner Tip
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Question 2

Most candidates demonstrated a reasonable understanding of the key factors which related 
to the question. There was a varying degree of accuracy around the details of the problems 
Charles faced, with some students being able to link events such as the Comuneros revolt in 
Spain and Charles having to leave the Holy Roman Empire after the Diet of Worms, whereas 
others were much less precise in the use of information. Most students used the Ottoman 
threat and the Valois conflict as the main supporting factors with varying detail in the 
supporting evidence. Others linked the success against the Schmalkaldic League to suggest 
that when Charles was not distracted he was successful, supporting the view given in the 
question. Often candidates were stronger on other factors such as the strength of Luther’s 
message and the problems Charles faced with the structure of power in the Holy Roman 
Empire than they were on the problems Charles faced.  This was generally if they were only 
able to talk about what precisely were the problems Charles faced elsewhere in Europe.  
The strongest candidates were able to offer well supported evaluation around issues like the 
consequences for Charles of the sack of Rome in 1527, the ongoing struggle with the Valois 
or the need for support from the Empire’s princes against the Ottomans. On the other hand, 
many candidates showed only limited knowledge of Charles’ problems elsewhere, using only 
a few examples and failing to reach beyond 1530. Few were able to outline correctly the 
Emperor’s problems with the Papacy or consider the latter’s lack of action. Many focused 
more on how Luther was able to succeed, with a range of examples which were identified 
as being beyond Charles’ control; in the process, however, there was a tendency to forget 
Charles and imply that it was all about Luther. Some of the best answers blended Charles’ 
absences into events developing within the Empire. They concluded that when Charles was 
finally able to turn his attention to Germany in the 1540s it was too late to halt or reverse 
the spread of Lutheranism, which had had over a generation to establish itself.
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The answer displays secure range and depth of material. The introduction highlights the given 
factor and three others, and goes on to develop an evaluation of these points, with plenty of 
supporting evidence. The conclusion suggests that the role of the princes throughout this period 
was the most important reason for Charles' failure to suppress Lutheranism. A High Level 5 answer.

Examiner Comments

The answer displays secure range and depth of material. The introduction highlights the given 

Examiner Comments
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Question 3

Weaker candidates struggled even to outline the decisions made at Trent, and thus were 
unable to address the effect of these decisions with any confidence. Better answers came 
from those who were aware of the decisions made in the first session of the Council, which 
established a clear dividing line between Catholic and Protestant theology. Sola fide was 
condemned, while the seven sacraments and transubstantiation were both reaffirmed. 
High level responses considered each of the Council’s three sessions in turn, noting the 
importance of the doctrinal decrees, but also considering the disciplinary decrees concerning 
bishops and clergy. Some concluded that the decision to place the bishop firmly in his see, 
where he could carry out a clearly spiritual role, was the most important outcome of the 
Council. A few candidates mistakenly believed that Trent was responsible for the formation 
of the Jesuits.
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The Council of Trent spanned nearly twenty years. You will be better able to understand 
its complexities if you consider the decisions reached at each of its three sessions.
The Council of Trent spanned nearly twenty years. You will be better able to understand 

Examiner Tip

The answer some aspects of the doctrinal decrees, the changing role of bishops, 
and the reaffi rmation of Papal supremacy. There are some gaps, and a few 
misunderstandings, but there is an attempt to frame an analysis. Mid Level 4.

Examiner Comments

The answer some aspects of the doctrinal decrees, the changing role of bishops, 

Examiner Comments
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Question 4

Some candidates were unsure of the meaning of the term ‘Catholic rulers’. A few decided 
that this referred exclusively to the Papacy, which made it difficult for them to frame an 
argument beyond making a number of obvious comments. Others mistakenly referred to 
Charles V, who had abdicated in 1555, while some even brought in Ferdinand and Isabella. 
More assured were those who considered the policies of Philip II in the Netherlands and 
in Spain, where Protestantism failed to establish itself: Sigismund III in Poland; and the 
Wittelsbachs in Bavaria. A few mentioned Mary I of England, but it was perhaps a mistake 
to view the Spanish Armada as a tool of the Counter-Reformation. Most candidates seemed 
happy to move on quite quickly to other factors which explained the success of the assault 
on Protestantism. Much attention was given to the role of the Jesuits, notably their support 
of Catholic rulers and the development of Catholic education, especially in Germany. Some 
provided detailed descriptive material on the origins of the Jesuits and their intensive 
training, which was not effectively linked to the question. Many answers noted that the 
prestige of the Papacy grew in the second half of the sixteenth century, and considered the 
role of popes such as Pius V, Gregory XIII and Sixtus V. Less attention was given to the 
importance of the Council of Trent and the application of its decrees from 1563. More might 
have been made of the growing divisions within Protestantism itself, and its often ineffective 
response to militant Catholicism.
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The introduction promises to address a number of relevant factors. On the given factor, there 
is a range of information on Philip II, Bavaria and Poland. The role of the Jesuits is linked to 
the actions taken by several rulers, and there is an analysis of the decisions taken at Trent. 
The conclusion attempts some categorisation by identifying the Jesuits as the most important 
reason for the success of the Counter-Reformation. Mid Level 5.

Examiner Comments
The introduction promises to address a number of relevant factors. On the given factor, there 

Examiner Comments
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Question 5

Many candidates showed a good understanding of how the leading grandees became 
involved in the initial stages of the revolt, notably thanks to the actions of Granvelle and 
the exclusion of the traditional nobility from the power centres of the state through the 
formation of the consulta. However, some found it hard to link the grandees as a group to 
subsequent revolts, and thus looked at the grievances of individuals, notably Egmont, Hoorn 
and Orange. Some appreciated that the underlying grievance for the revolt was the feared 
loss of traditional rights, but several did not show an explicit understanding of this factor 
beyond the Bishoprics plan. Others set grandee grievances against the mistakes made by 
Margaret of Parma, and Alva’s oppressive rule. In effect, however, these factors linked to 
the grievances, and thus unbalanced some candidates’ answers. Many candidates were able 
to produce a good range of other factors which influenced the outbreak of revolts. Perhaps 
the most favoured was the growing religious divide, exemplified by the growth of Calvinism 
in the north, the Iconoclast Fury of 1566 and the role of the Sea Beggars. A few perceptive 
answers noted that Philip II’s drive for Habsburg centralization in the Netherlands, and the 
grandees’ insistence on the maintenance of their traditional roles, made a clash between the 
two sides inevitable.



26 GCE History 6HI01 B



GCE History 6HI01 B 27



28 GCE History 6HI01 B



GCE History 6HI01 B 29



30 GCE History 6HI01 B

 

  

There is an understanding displayed here of the roles of both the greater and lesser grandees 
in contributing to the fi rst of the revolts. The roles played by Alva and Orange are examined, 
and there is some understanding of the importance of Calvinism. Perhaps more might have 
been made of the role of Philip II, but this is an evaluative answer at Low Level 5.

Examiner Comments

There is an understanding displayed here of the roles of both the greater and lesser grandees 

Examiner Comments
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Question 6

A few candidates were unsure of the membership of the House of Orange, and wrote 
exclusively on William the Silent. Partial responses such as these were unable to access 
Level 5. Most, however, considered the role of Maurice of Nassau, and a few even mentioned 
the part played by Louis of Nassau in the Compromise of 1565. William’s role in the course 
and outcome of the revolts was usually well known. His attacks on Granvelle’s policy and 
his support of religious toleration made him a national figure, and his leadership from 1572 
was often explained with good supporting detail. It was curious, however, to see that many 
candidates regarded the formation of the Unions of Utrecht and Arras in 1579 as evidence 
that Orange had failed in his endeavours against Spain. High level answers provided plenty 
of detailed commentary on the significance of Maurice of Nassau as a military leader rather 
than simply as Stadtholder. His reorganization of his armed forces and his strengthening of 
his borders with a line of forts were viewed by many candidates as evidence that he was 
more successful than his father, especially as he had secured de facto independence by 
1609. Some answers set the achievements of the House of Orange against other matters, 
notably the contribution made by Oldenbarnevelt and the growing weakness of the Spanish 
response to the Dutch revolts. 
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The answer displays an impressive range of material on the members ofthe House of Orange, and 
their contribution to the Dutch revolts. A range of other factors is considered, with a clear and 
evaluative conclusion. This is a very strong answer from a young mind at work. Maximum marks.

Examiner Comments

The answer displays an impressive range of material on the members ofthe House of Orange, and 

Examiner Comments
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Question 7

A number of candidates seemed uncertain about ‘changes in religious beliefs’, spending little 
time on the given factor before moving on to more familiar territory. Evaluation of religious 
belief ranged from some simple statements on the role of Eve in Genesis to more complex 
analysis of new interpretations of the Bible, notably Exodus 22:18. Many were aware of the 
changing understanding of the Devil, who was transformed from a shadowy presence in the 
medieval mind into a living force of evil in the sixteenth and seventeenth centuries: Luther’s 
role in this development was well known. Some tried, with varying levels of success, to link 
the Reformation to the growth of the witchcraze. Better responses noted that the Counter 
Reformation and the growing confidence of the Catholic attack on Protestantism may have 
been instrumental in triggering the witchcraze. Many took the focus of religious change as 
meaning the split caused by the Reformation, exemplified with close living communities 
which accused each other. Others were able to point out the coincidence of areas most 
affected by change and their high levels of persecution were too much of a coincidence to 
be ignored. Only a few candidates noted that many states had begun to legislate on moral 
issues such as adultery and sodomy, which may account for the ferocious witch hunts in the 
German prince-bishoprics. The expected range of other factors, such as wars, the role of 
individuals, and the extent of government control, all came into play. However, the role of 
Matthew Hopkins and his confederates in the East Anglian withcraze of the 1640s was not 
understood very well.
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Virtually all questions on witchcraft cover the whole timescale of 1580-1650, and deals with every 
European state. Any answer to a question on witchcraft will usually be strengthened by well chosen 
examples taken from your studies. Generalised comments are unlikely to lead to a mark higher than 
Level 3.

Virtually all questions on witchcraft cover the whole timescale of 1580-1650, and deals with every 
Examiner Tip

The answer is very detailed on the importance of religious change in causing the witchcraze, and 
displays a good understanding of the roles of both Luther and Calvin. The candidate is equally secure 
on the cumulative concept, and on the importance of changes in the legal system. The answer might 
have been enhanced with more specifi c examples chosen from the period of study, but there is Level 5 
evaluation here. Mid Level 5.

Examiner Comments
The answer is very detailed on the importance of religious change in causing the witchcraze, and 

Examiner Comments
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Question 8

There was a wide variety of responses to Question 8. At the lowest levels were answers 
which contained no detailed information at all, but which operated in a very generalized 
fashion. Candidates referred to women’s roles in (usually village) society, notably as 
midwives and cooks, but without explaining why these occupations led to charges of 
witchcraft. Others suggested that the stereotype of a witch was an old woman with a 
hooked nose who kept a cat and mumbled under her breath; this is not material worthy 
of inclusion in an AS level answer. Only marginally better were those who pointed out 
that the Malleus Maleficarum had established the image of the witch as a morally weak 
and sexually passionate individual. Unfortunately, some were unable to develop this point 
beyond references to the likelihood of frequent sexual intercourse with the Devil. Better 
answers were able to include particular cases drawn from their course of study, though 
future candidates should be warned that the fact that one woman in one village was 
accused of witchcraft does not prove that the witchcraze was therefore directed against 
women. In considering the gender imbalance, some noted that accusations laid against men 
were common in areas such as Iceland, Russia and parts of France, though few were able 
to explain the importance of heresy accusations being linked to witchcraft in these areas. 
Some of the best answers investigated the work of recent historians, notably Barstow, and 
considered the extent to which the witchcraze was deliberately targeted against women. 
Points made were supported by reference to the impact of war, social and economic 
tensions, and mistrust of women who lived alone. 
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his fi rst answer to Question 8 considers chauvinism and the fear of women, 
women's role in society and legal processes. There is an analysis being 
formed here, but supporting evidence is not very extensive. Mid Level 4.

Examiner Comments

his fi rst answer to Question 8 considers chauvinism and the fear of women, 

Examiner Comments
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This second answer to Question 8 covers much the same ground as the 
previous answer. However, there is a sharper focus on the question, and 
the candidate has used a wider range of relevant and specifi c evidence. A 
well-shaped and evaluative answer at Mid Level 5.

Examiner Comments

This second answer to Question 8 covers much the same ground as the 

Examiner Comments
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Question 9

Answers had some understanding of the plantation policy and the systematic colonisation 
of Ulster carried out by James I, but the connection between these actions and the growth 
of Protestant control was often not established. Few referred to Wentworth's policies in the 
1630s, and the extent to which these influenced the growth of the Confederate resistance to 
English rule. One or two answers noted that Elizabeth's determined action against Tyrone's 
rebellion was followed by forty years of relative peace in Ireland.
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        Question 10 

      Many answers displayed little detailed knowledge or chronological range. Candidates were 
aware of Cromwell's intervention in Ireland, and his brutal methods in dealing with Catholic 
landowners and the Catholic Confederate threat to English rule. The restored Stuart period 
was largely unknown, including Tyrconnel's attempts to reverse some of Cromwell's policies 
against Catholics. There was some understanding of James II's disastrous intervention in 
Ireland, including William of Orange's victory at the Boyne in 1690, but there were only few 
references to the king's anti-Catholic policies in the years to 1692.  

      Question 11 

      The question was on a mainstream topic, the reasons for the outbreak of the Thirty Years 
War, and thus it was somewhat surprising to fi nd that Question 12 was the more popular 
question in this option. Answers were aware of the growing resistance to Ferdinand's pro-
Catholic policies, and noted the signifi cance of the offer of the Bohemian crown to the 
Elector Palatine. While almost all answers mentioned the defenestration of Prague, only a 
few referred to the creation of a national militia and the requests for foreign assistance. 
Although there was some appreciation of religious tensions, partly caused by the growth 
of militant Catholicism, and of territorial ambitions, there were very few other conditional 
factors which were examined. These are listed in the mark scheme.  

The answer shows an understanding of the successes and failures 
of the Stuart policy of plantation in the years to 1640. The 
candidate also considers religious differences and Wentworth's rule 
in the 1630s. Material here is secure, but the answer is largely 
driven by narrative rather than explanation. Nonetheless, suffi cient 
analysis and development for Mid Level 4.

Examiner Comments
The answer shows an understanding of the successes and failures 

Examiner Comments
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Question 12

Most candidates appeared well prepared to investigate a number of reasons for prolonging 
the Thirty Years War after the dominance established by the Habsburgs in the 1620s. 
Answers noted the importance of Swedish intervention, and the extraordinary military 
successes of Gustavus Adolphus, though some failed to note that Swedish intervention 
continued until the Peace of Prague in 1635. French intervention in 1635 was known, though 
its impact on the course of the war was handled less expertly. Some candidates dealt with 
Sweden and France separately, though most noted that the Treaty of Barwälde of 1631 had 
broadened the scope of the war. Other factors were considered, including the clear decline 
in Habsburg power in the 1630s and 1640s, growing war-weariness, and the fact that, in 
the end, neither side possessed sufficient military power to guarantee a decisive victory.
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The answer has a strong focus on the question. The candidate gives reasons for the 
intervention of both Sweden and France, noting that these two powers provided the fi rst 
serious threat to Habsburg power, which had been largely unchallenged throughout the 
1620s. There is an interesting section which notes that making peace was a daunting 
exercise in view of the religious, constitutional and territorial problems which had to be 
settled. Mid Level 5.

Examiner Comments

The answer has a strong focus on the question. The candidate gives reasons for the 

Examiner Comments
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Question 13

Many candidates found it quite hard to decide what was meant by 'the extent of royal 
power'. Most went for the option of focusing on which issues created difficulties between 
Charles and his parliaments and so, depending on the range and detail they provided, they 
were able to attempt an assessment of the increase or restriction of power by both sides. 
Religious differences were considered, though only a few noted the attempts at establishing 
religious toleration in the Restoration Settlement. Charles' growing financial difficulties were 
addressed, though some simply noted these without considering how they impacted on 
royal power. Most were aware of the links being established with France, but there was 
generally not a developed analysis of the king's right to conduct his own foreign policy. 
Some weaker answers saw the problems concerning royal power as relating exclusively to 
the Exclusion Crisis, and were reduced to writing a narrative of events from 1678 to 1685.
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 Question 14 

 Only a few answers placed the second and third Anglo-Dutch wars into context by noting 
that the fi rst war, of 1652-54, had left Dutch maritime power largely untouched. Many 
pointed out the different reasons for the two wars, with the second war aimed at ending 
illegal Dutch trade with the American colonies, while the third war sought to crush Dutch 
commercial power once and for all. Only a few answers linked the third war to Charles II’s 
intention of forging closer links with Louis XIV’s France. Most answers were analytical in 
form, but some answers were weakened by uncertainty about the accurate chronology of 
events. 

 Paper Summary
Those candidates who were well prepared in terms of knowledge and understanding of their 
topics produced answers within Levels 4 and 5, and some of these have been included in 
this report. For students who completed GCSE just one year earlier, the best answers are 
remarkable examples of young minds at work.  

 

This answer to Question 13 has secure range and depth 
of material overall. Charles' parliaments are examined 
in some detail, notably the parliaments which tried 
to excluse James Duke of York from the throne. The 
importance of the Cabal in weakening parliamentary 
power and infl uence is explained. There are some 
references to royal control of foreign policy, but this 
is almost an afterthought. Nonetheless, an evaluative 
approach with a clear line of argument. Low Level 5.

Examiner Comments
This answer to Question 13 has secure range and depth 

Examiner Comments
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Grade Boundaries
Grade boundaries for this, and all other papers, can be found on the website on this 
link:

http://www.edexcel.com/iwantto/Pages/grade-boundaries.aspx
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