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Introduction
Once again the vast majority of both centres and candidates are to be congratulated for the 
thorough preparation of topics studied in Unit 1. The June 2013 examination series showed 
that most candidates were able to produce a response that showed at least some attempt to 
provide an analytical framework to their answers. Many produced a response which provided 
a framework for discussion in the introduction, developed an argument in the main body of 
the answer, and attempted to reach some form of judgement in the conclusion. However, 
the most significant differentiators in the awarding of levels and marks were the explicit 
understanding of the focus of question and the quality of the supporting evidence.

The main features of high-level answers were:

•	 an initial plan focused on the demands of the question

•	 the development of a number of relevant points in the body of the answer

•	 relevant and secure supporting evidence

•	 an overall judgement in the conclusion

•	 secure qualities of written communication.

Despite this there are still some areas for improvement. For example, many candidates 
make general comments which either do not further their argument or which make it clear 
that the exact nature of the question is not fully understood. A large number of candidates 
refer to the time period of the question, e.g. ‘…the years 1939-45…‘ throughout the whole 
response as if it is an event rather than a period of time to be analysed. This becomes 
particularly problematic for questions which require an analysis of change over time as 
in Options A1, B2 and F13. This trend is also apparent in questions which are focused on 
two issues or factors, e.g. ‘gain and consolidate’; when referred to together as one event 
it is clear that the focus has not been fully understood. Many candidates also begin their 
answers by using the phrase ‘Many historians believe…’ or ‘There is a debate amongst 
historians…’ This stock starting device does little to further the response unless reference 
is made to different historical opinions and as historiographical references are not required 
within Unit 1, should not be used unless reference to real historical argument or opinion is 
going to be made.

Most candidates are able to consider with some confidence the features of causation, but 
many find outcomes and consequences more demanding. This was particularly apparent 
in Option D, Question 4. Centres should work with candidates to consider the relative 
importance of consequences of events as well as causes, particularly where the specification 
clearly suggests that such questions might be set. This also applies to questions which refer 
to change over time.

Comments on communication skills made in previous reports continue to be relevant. A 
significant number of candidates struggle both with accurate historical terminology and 
their deployment within sentences correctly, e.g. ‘…this is an example of Mussolini’s gain 
consolidate…’ An increasing number of colloquialisms crept into candidates’ answers this 
summer and should be avoided in a formal examination. A handful of scripts remain 
very difficult to read, and as legibility is included in strand (i) of the quality of written 
communication criteria, candidates should be reminded that illegible scripts are not 
communicating effectively and this may undermine their response. 
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Question 1
Question 1 focused on the Viking threat to the kingdoms of Anglo-Saxon England in the 
years 793 – 877 and required consideration of the extent to which that threat changed 
over time. Less able answers came from those who described the threat during this period, 
though the broad chronology allowed some implicit analysis of change. More able answers 
showed a sound knowledge of major events and of some of the key protagonists. These 
recognised that the Viking threat changed from sporadic coastal raids and overwintering 
to the establishing of more permanent settlements, which inevitably involved conquest. 
The more able answers noted the importance of the key changes in the years 865-871. 
The Great Heathen Army of 865, and the Great Summer Army of 871, clearly intended 
settlement in England, rather than simple raids on Anglo-Saxon settlements.

Question 2
The level of knowledge displayed in answers to Question 2 was quite impressive overall. 
Candidates were aware of the key features of Alfred’s reign from 878 and there were 
extensive discussions of military and naval reforms, with developments in both burhs 
and the fyrd prominent in most answers. Cultural, educational and legal developments 
were also considered, but there were fewer references to the revival of monasticism and 
the establishment of good relations with the papacy. Some less able candidates simply 
considered some of Alfred’s reforms with a little evaluation. Many, however, spotted that the 
analytical fault line here was the question of broken or unbroken success, and planned their 
answer accordingly.
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Question 3
The question of Harold Godwinson’s poor military leadership prompted many apparently 
prepared answers on why Harold lost the battle of Hastings (or, more often, why William 
won). Few investigated the king’s military leadership and seemed unaware that he had 
a considerable pedigree as a commander on land and sea, or that on several previous 
occasions he had successfully used speed to achieve tactical surprise. While the victory at 
Stamford Bridge was often mentioned, many candidates attributed this to the exhaustion 
of the Scandinavians after Gate Fulford rather than to Harold’s leadership. Most candidates 
seemed more comfortable discussing reasons for William’s success at Hastings, noting 
his experiences in Normandy, the preparations for invasion, papal support and the use of 
cavalry. An interesting point which was often made was that Harold was on foot during 
the battle, which made communication with different wings of his army very difficult. Few, 
however, noted that medieval battles usually lasted for only a few hours. The unusual length 
of the battle at Hastings suggested that the final outcome was by no means predetermined.
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The answer establishes some agenda at the outset. Harold's leadership 
qualities are exemplified through events at Hastings, but there is no 
consideration of his success at Stamford Bridge. Relevant factors focused 
on Hastings are discussed and the conclusion tries to link the stated 
factor to others in order to draw a conclusion. The answer is well focused 
and analytical in shape, with a secure range of accurate material. There 
is some lack of balance: it would have been helpful to compare the 
success of Harold's tactics against Hardrada with those used at Hastings. 
A high Level 4 answer.

Examiner Comments
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Question 4
Most candidates for Option A2 chose Question 3 over Question 4. Few seemed aware of the 
nature and extent of opposition to the conquest, with only limited references to the risings 
of 1067 and 1068 and the Harrying of the North was not known in great detail. Many did 
not address the role of prominent individuals, such as Eadric the Wild, Hereward the Wake 
and Waltheof. Only a few pointed out that the military events of 1066 had destroyed a 
large section of the Saxon nobility, which had clear implications for future resistance. More 
able answers considered the two strands in the question, of power over England and over 
its people, noting, for example, the rapid building of a network of castles to confirm and 
establish Norman power.

Question 5
Good answers to Question 5 provided some context on Henry II’s reign by referring to the 
conflicts of Stephen’s reign and the overall decline in royal authority after the reign of Henry 
I. Knowledge overall seemed quite robust but the main hazard for some candidates was 
to impart all this information without direct reference to the question. Thus, the inquest 
of sheriffs and the Assizes of Clarendon and Northampton were all known in detail, but 
their implications for royal power were often not examined. Another problem area was the 
restoration of royal power over the Church. Many found it difficult to understand where the 
religious quarrel fitted into their answer: it either dominated the response or was barely 
mentioned at all. 
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Question 6
Question 6 elicited a broad range of responses. Some described the character of King John, 
but without referring to the focus of the question. Most answers addressed the problems 
which the King faced at home rather than John’s difficulties abroad. More able answers 
provided some relevant context with reference to the problems John inherited from Richard 
I and linked these to the determined opposition he faced from Philip Augustus of France. 
Only a few considered the importance of the interdict of 1208 and it was a little surprising 
that many candidates failed to examine the baronial revolt and the King’s acceptance of 
Magna Carta in 1215.
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The answer has a directed opening, addressing a number of domestic and 
foreign problems which John faced at the start of his reign. Relations with 
the barons are explored and a number of reasons for the loss of Normandy 
are provided. The conclusion attempts to apportion blame for the problems 
which John faced during his reign. This is a directed answer which shows 
an understanding of several key issues. There is balance overall in the 
assessment of domestic and foreign issues. Communication skills are secure 
overall. A low Level 5 answer.

Examiner Comments
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Question 7
Several answers to Question 7 ignored the demands of the question and wrote in very 
general terms about the impact of the Black Death on the peasantry. More able answers 
included detailed knowledge on agricultural changes and increased social mobility in the 
countryside, along with a clear understanding of the effects of the Statute of Labourers. It is 
important to note that many candidates were uncertain about the effects of the Black Death 
on industry, towns and domestic and overseas trading patterns.

Question 8
Most candidates recognised that Question 8 was a stated factor question which required 
comparison of the different causes of the revolt. In some cases, the nature and impact of 
the poll taxes was not well known and these were skated over quite quickly in comparison to 
other factors. Candidates had quite secure knowledge on other causes, especially the long-
term social and economic changes brought about by the Black Death. Many were able to 
examine other reasons such as the impact of the Royal minority, the unpopularity of John of 
Gaunt and Simon Sudbury, losses in the war with France and criticism of the church. Some 
of the more able answers hinted at a growing political awareness among the peasantry 
brought about by John Ball’s egalitarian ideas. The more able answers linked a number of 
reasons to the outbreak of the revolt and went on to determine the most important reason.

Question 9
There were only a small number of answers to Question 9. Candidates generally had a good 
understanding of the divisions between the Armagnacs and the Burgundians and the role 
that division played in encouraging Henry V to invade France. This was then contrasted with 
a number of domestic factors. Answers dealt with Henry’s security at home (with relative 
peace with Wales and Scotland) and his intention to end the lingering resentment of the 
usurpation of 1399. The more able answers saw that the divided French nobility contributed 
significantly to the timing of the invasion.

Question 10
There were insufficient answers to Question 10 to allow for a meaningful report.
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Question 11
Question 11 was linked to the first two bullet points in the specification. The first refers 
to ‘local rivalries of the great magnates’, while the second relates to ‘the period of most 
intense and continuous conflict’, especially in the years 1459-61. Some candidates mistook 
the dynastic rivalry between York and Somerset as a regional division, though a great deal 
of this was, of course, played out at court. More able answers could cite instances of blood 
feuds between minor members of the regional aristocracy, often referring to the fighting 
between the Nevilles and the Percies over the Stanhope wedding. Most, however, did not 
understand the military side of the feudal order which made violence almost endemic. 
Several candidates failed to consider the intensity of the military conflicts after 1455, 
especially in the years 1459-61, with many simply listing a number of factors which led to 
the outbreak of conflict in 1455 at St Albans. More able candidates noted the importance of 
Margaret of Anjou’s choice of Coventry for the Parliament of Devils and the significance of 
London’s support for the Yorkists. There were also some secure references to the ways in 
which parliament prolonged the conflict with attainders and the Act of Accord.
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The answer appears to be flawed from the outset, since the introduction 
refers to reasons for the outbreak of hostilities in 1455. This approach is 
confirmed in the rest of the answer, which means that most material is not 
directed on the question. There are some relevant references to local conflicts 
among the nobility, which allows for a low Level 3 award.

Examiner Comments
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Question 12
Some very good answers to Question 12 were formed by a sustained and detailed 
comparison of the reasons why Edward IV was able to defeat the challenges to his rule, but 
Richard III was not. On Edward, there was some consideration of the roles of both Warwick 
and Margaret of Anjou, the intervention of Louis XI and Charles the Bald and the outcome 
of the battle of Barnet. Some answers then went on to consider aspects of Edward’s second 
reign, which were not entirely relevant. Richard’s reign was referenced by the princes in 
the tower, the growing importance of Henry Tudor and the events at Bosworth in 1485. The 
level of information overall suggests that candidates were more familiar with Richard’s reign 
than that of his brother. Future candidates are advised to familiarise themselves with details 
of the readeption crisis, which was not apparently well known. 
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The introduction establishes some features of the rest of the answer. There is 
some developed material on Edward IV's problems in 1469-71 and on Richard 
III's difficulties from the time of the Buckingham rebellion. However, there is 
a clear imbalance in the answer. Edward IV's success in overcoming threats to 
his throne are explained, but there is much less security on Richard III. Thus, 
although material is broadly accurate, the answer is lacking in both range and 
depth. A high Level 3 answer.

Examiner Comments

If you decide to answer a question which refers to 
two separate points, make sure that you attempt to 
consider both points fairly equally.

Examiner Tip
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Question 13
Most candidates addressed Question 13 with confidence and deployed a wide range of 
relevant material. Some of the best answers considered issues surrounding changes to 
Henry’s security over time, or justified the statement that he was never secure on the 
grounds of his weak hereditary claim to the throne. This suggestion was challenged by 
others, who claimed that a convincing victory in battle was itself a sufficient claim to the 
throne of England. Those who addressed matters connected to change over time were 
often very successful. They referred to Henry’s actions in 1485-86, avoided the trap of just 
commenting on Simnel and Warbeck and investigated other issues such as finance, legal 
changes and Henry’s relations with the nobility.
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Question 14
For a question focused on foreign policy, it was surprising to see many answers to Question 
14 which did not engage with the four key states mentioned in the specification: Spain, 
France, Burgundy and Scotland. Most agreed that the essence of Henry’s foreign policy was 
to enhance his prestige both at home and abroad. Factors such as alliances which involved 
favourable trade agreements, the marriage of Henry’s children, payments and promises 
to avoid supporting Yorkist plots or harbouring pretenders were all obvious components. A 
number of candidates were unable to name or to reference accurately the main treaties of 
the reign. Some found it difficult to make clear and effective links to domestic and foreign 
prestige, which were both linked to the weakness of Henry’s claim to be King. Domestic 
prestige was often confused with the idea of being popular with the people, which many 
candidates opted for. It might have been better to highlight the Yorkist factor, whether 
it was the nobles in England, or their powerful relatives and allies in Europe and on the 
northern border with Scotland. A strong financial position was essential for enhancing Royal 
prestige, so the relative wealth of the king in the eyes of nobles and merchants was also a 
contributory factor.
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The answer has only limited range and depth of material. Henry's 
treaties are only listed, with some lack of clarity and inaccuracy. There 
is some understanding of the influence of Warbeck on Henry's foreign 
policy, but with insecure development. References to Henry's policies 
towards the nobles seems not relevant. Thus, some understanding 
and an attempted analysis, but supporting material is descriptive and 
lacking in both range and depth. Low Level 3.

Examiner Comments
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Paper Summary
Based on their performance on this paper, candidates are offered the following advice:

•	 Don't attempt to predict questions or create model answers based on the presumed 
wording of a question. This can limit revision, lead to lack of choice and/or to a lack of 
explicit focus, resulting in lower levels being awarded.

•	 Analyse causation using a variety of methods. Factors influencing causation are usually 
addressed with confidence but questions which require learners to weigh up the relative 
significance of long-term against short-term/immediate factors less so. 

•	 Pay greater attention to the analysis of concepts other than causation; also consider the 
relative significance of a number of outcomes and reflect on issues concerning change 
over time within the period of study.

•	 Use historical words and phrases appropriate to the period of study and to deploy these 
with some fluency.

•	 Finally, centres are strongly advised to acquaint candidates with the format of the 
answer booklet before sitting the exam, particularly in which part of the booklet to write 
the two answers. 
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Grade Boundaries
Grade boundaries for this, and all other papers, can be found on the website on this link:

http://www.edexcel.com/iwantto/Pages/grade-boundaries.aspx
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