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Edexcel and BTEC Qualifications 
Edexcel and BTEC qualifications come from Pearson, the world’s leading 
learning company. We provide a wide range of qualifications including 

academic, vocational, occupational and specific programmes for employers. 
For further information, please call our GCE line on 0844 576 0025, our 

GCSE team on 0844 576 0027, or visit our qualifications website at 
www.edexcel.com. For information about our BTEC qualifications, please call 

0844 576 0026, or visit our website at www.btec.co.uk. 
 
If you have any subject specific questions about this specification that 

require the help of a subject specialist, you may find our Ask The Expert 
email service helpful.  

 
Ask The Expert can be accessed online at the following link:  
 

http://www.edexcel.com/Aboutus/contact-us/  
 

 
 
Pearson: helping people progress, everywhere 

Our aim is to help everyone progress in their lives through education. We 

believe in every kind of learning, for all kinds of people, wherever they are 

in the world. We’ve been involved in education for over 150 years, and by 

working across 70 countries, in 100 languages, we have built an 

international reputation for raising achievement through innovation in 

education. Find out more about how we can help you and your students at: 

www.pearson.com/uk 
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General comments  
There was a very small number of centres seen this series in which an 

inappropriate choice of issue was chosen in many cases. It is advisable for 
learners to check that there are appropriate government responses 

associated with the issue before they start writing up this report. One 
technique that has proved useful to some centres is to ask learners to 
research Assessment Objective 4 before they embark on the report, to 

ensure they can access all the necessary information. 
 

Assessment Objective 1 
Some learners are still including research of the origins of the issue that go 
too far back in history, there is no need to predate the inception of the 

welfare state.   
 

Assessment Objective 2 
Many learners had successfully identified the demographic factors and 
linked them to the issue under discussion. However some learners had 

shown a misunderstanding of what demographic factors are, and this 
problem was often seen to be common to an entire centre. Where teachers 

and assessors are unsure of a topic, the ‘Ask the Expert’ service on the 
Edexcel website is a useful way of clarifying subject specific queries.  

 
Assessment Objective 3 
This is the section that is usually done best, but the evidence for it is often 

included in the work for Assessment Objective 1, and assessors do not 
always recognise that it is there and therefore do not credit it. 

 
Assessment Objective 4 
This requires an evaluation of government responses to the issue being 

looked at. Too often a description is seen and credited at a high mark but 
there is little attempt at evaluation.  Centres need to be careful to ensure 

that they encourage learners to evaluate the responses, and not just 
provide descriptions. 

 



 

Grade Boundaries 
Grade boundaries for this, and all other papers, can be found on the website 

on this link: 
http://www.edexcel.com/iwantto/Pages/grade-boundaries.aspx 
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