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Edexcel is one of the leading examining and awarding bodies in the UK and throughout the 
world. We provide a wide range of qualifications including academic, vocational, 
occupational and specific programmes for employers.  

Through a network of UK and overseas offices, Edexcel’s centres receive the support they 
need to help them deliver their education and training programmes to learners.  

For further information, please call our GCE line on 0844 576 0025, our GCSE team on 0844 
576 0027, or visit our website at www.edexcel.com. 

 

 

 

 

 

 

If you have any subject specific questions about the content of this Examiners’ Report that 
require the help of a subject specialist, you may find our Ask The Expert email service 
helpful.  
 
Ask The Expert can be accessed online at the following link:  
 
http://www.edexcel.com/Aboutus/contact-us/  
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6943/01: Public Health 
 

General comments 
Whilst many centres are producing improved work for this unit, there is still a significant 
minority who are having problems, and these problems often are caused by learners 
choosing inappropriate issues. Centres are encouraged to make use of the ‘Ask the Expert’ 
service if they are unsure of the issues that their students are considering using. 
 
Assessment Objective 1 
The successful learners had chosen relevant issues and linked them to the public health 
consequences. The poorer learners depended too much on directly quoted internet sources 
which were not always referenced, and then tended to lose focus as they include 
irrelevant and extraneous material. 
 
Assessment Objective 2  
The successful candidates had chosen relevant issues and linked them to a specified group 
of the population, and then identified the relevant social, environmental and lifestyle 
issues that were relevant to that section of the population. Some learners could provide 
relevant links to social, environmental and lifestyle issues but did not always go on to 
consider their impact on the public health of a specified group or section of the U.K. 
 
Some centres seem to have missed the requirement to discuss how factors may actually or 
potentially affect Public Health and or safety. This was often common across a centre, 
suggesting that the guidance the learners had got had disadvantaged them. 
 
Assessment Objective 3  
Some learners showed good skills in obtaining information from literature searches but 
need to be encouraged to be more selective about the information they use in their final 
report and they should take care to reference all the work that they quote. At mark band 3 
there should be evidence of an awareness and understanding of the sources they are using. 
It is good practice to ensure that learners include bibliographies to reports.  
 
At mark band 2 and 3 they are required to analyse environmental and lifestyle problems in 
relation to the public health issue. Centres are still crediting description as analysis and 
this is something that they need to be careful about. 
 
Assessment Objective 4  
This is an assessment objective that learners still find difficult. Even the stronger learners 
tend to submit descriptions and information from websites rather than evaluations of 
strategies, making it harder for them to access mark band 3. 
  
Learners need guidance on both analysis and evaluation at this stage to ensure that they 
can achieve Mark Band 3. The process is new to them and should be supported by their 
Centres. 
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Grade Boundaries 

 
Grade boundaries for this, and all other papers, can be found on the website on this link: 
http://www.edexcel.com/iwantto/Pages/grade-boundaries.aspx 
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