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Introduction
This is the fifth sitting of the specification. The majority of candidates completed the paper
successfully. They responded to the different sections of the paper showing good language
skills and familiarity with the specification. The time of the exam is 2.45 hours. The paper
carries 90 marks. All parts are similar to previous years.
Questions 1-4: Students are examined on their reading skills. The questions carry 30
marks for understanding and responding and 5 marks for the quality of language: 5 in short
responses (question 4).
Question 5: Students are assessed on their ability to transfer meaning from Greek into
English. (9 marks)
Question 6: Students are required to write 220-270 words in Greek. In this exam they had
to write a newspaper article in response to a short Greek-language stimulus. The question
carries 28 marks for Content and 18 marks for Language.
There are no options. All questions must be answered.
Successful candidates:
•

gave clear, concise and to the point answers in Question 4;

•

handled vocabulary well, showed a high degree of competence, and awareness of style
and structures, in Question 5;

•

adhered to the word limit, and developed all four bullet points equally, in Question 6.

Less successful candidates:
•

did not pay proper attention to the wording of the individual questions in Question 4, so
they could not give direct and correct answers;

•

used word for word translation without adhering to the rules and idioms of English, in
Question 5;

•

over-expanded the first two bullet points, and did not develop the other two bullet
points well. Some candidates went well above the word limit and one, sometimes, two
bullet points, were over the word limit. Thus they scored a maximum of 16 marks or
11 marks (for two bullet points above the word limit) for Content and a maximum of 15
marks for Language.
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Section A: Reading and Writing
The majority of candidates gave the correct answers to each part of Question 3.

Question 3 (i)
Correct answer E.

Question 3 (ii)
Correct answer F.

Question 3 (iii)
Some candidates misread the imperative of 3C: κερδίστε as κερδίσετε and matched it
with 3(iii).
Correct answer B.

Question 3 (iv)
Correct answer A.

Question 3 (v)
Some candidates misread the imperative 3C: κερδίστε as κερδίσετε and matched it with 3(iii).
Correct answer C.
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Question 4
Question 4 elicited some responses that showed a high degree of reading comprehension
skills and also very good target language production.
Candidates proved able to demonstrate their comprehension of the text, in varied language,
which, even though not always accurate, conveyed the essential details. The questions
worked well and they invited students to demonstrate their language skills unambiguously
and purposefully.

Question 4 (a)
This was answered well by the majority.
Some candidates did not include that it was a hospitality programme, which made their
answer incomplete, so they only gained 1 mark. e.g. 90 young people will spend 15 days in
Greece (1mark).

On the other hand, the answer: They will stay with Greek families is not complete either. It
answers the hospitality part (1 mark) not the fact that the programme is held in Greece.
The Greek families could be living in the USA.

Question 4 (b)
Some candidates only gave one piece of information, that the young people/students
live outside Greece and missed the second piece of information that the students had to
be of Greek origin.
Some candidates answered that the young people have to have Greek Nationality
(Υπηκοότητα/Ιθαγένεια).Incorrect information. It is not the same as Origin (με ελληνικές
ρίζες – ελληνικήκαταγωγή).

Question 4 (c)
The question asks: What qualifications (Τιπροσόντα) so answers like "According to their
school performance" (Ανάλογαμετησχολικήεπίδοση) do not qualify the school performance.
The answer should be: ΚΑΛΗ σχολικήεπίδοση (1 mark). The second piece of information
"They should have attended Greek lessons for at least 1 year"(1 mark) was well
handled by the majority.

Question 4 (d)
This was well answered by the majority of candidates. Unsuccessful responses were those
which did not manipulate the language at all.

Question 4 (e)
This was answered correctly by the majority.
A very direct answer to this question was expected. What does the timetable include?
ANSWER: Greek Lessons /History Lessons etc.
Τι περιλαμβάνει... ANSWER: Μαθήματα ελληνικών/ μαθήματα Ιστορίας /παραδοσιακούς
χορούς/παραδοσιακά τραγούδια.
(Any two) The answer should come as the object of the sentence, in the accusative.
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Question 4 (f)
The majority answered this question correctly. A few incorrect answers included traditional
dances and songs, which were part of the course. (Question 4 (e))

Question 4 (g)
A number of candidates wrote about the knowledge that the students acquired in Greece,
not the dissemination of this knowledge, losing a mark.

Question 4 (h)
This was well answered. Some candidates lifted the answer from the text without noticing
that the subject (η αίτηση) of the question was in the singular number.
The majority of the candidates adhered to rubric requirements about using their own
language and avoided using parts of the source text verbatim.

The candidate gives good and concise answers. All are to the point; grammar and structures
are very accurate and communication is always effective.
The answer gained full marks.
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Examiner Comments

4(a): Well answered. 15days in Greece (1 mark) with families/all paid (1 mark)
4(b): The question is Who: the answer comes in the nominative case (subject). It answers
both that they come from all over the world and that they are of Greek Origin. (2 marks)
4(c): The answer goes straight to the point. The question is asking for an object of the
sentence. (2 marks)
4(d): The question is in the present tense, 3rd person plural, the answer in the present,
3rd person plural and straight to the point.
4(e): The answer is direct and to the point. We are looking for the object of the sentence,
in the accusative. Look at the structure: the word μαθήματα is implied with αλλά και
(παραδοσιακών χορών και τραγουδιών). Here, we are given more information than
required. So any two details would have been enough. (2 marks)
4(f): Again, the answer is direct and to the point. The object of the sentence, is needed in the
answer (2 marks)
4(g): Does not just write about the knowledge that the students acquired in Greece, but also
the dissemination of this knowledge. (1 mark)
4(h): Well answered. The question is When: the Subject (η αίτηση) is in the singular number.
The answer: Όταν .....την έχουν υπογράψει gains 2 marks.
Excellent Quality of Language.

Examiner Tip

Give short answers and to the point.
Even if you do not use the question in your answer, imply it.
e.g. (Η αίτηση είναι ολοκληρωμένη) Όταν την έχουν υπογράψει οι
γονείς και οι δάσκαλοι
(Η αίτηση είναι ολοκληρωμένη)Όταν είναι υπογεγραμμένη από γονείς
και δασκάλους.
(Η αίτηση είναι ολοκληρωμένη) Όταν φέρει τις υπογραφές των
γονιών και των δασκάλων
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This is an example of an answer with some points missed.
Grammar and structures are generally accurate; communication is almost always effective.
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Examiner Comments

There are a few points missed in this answer.
4(a): 2 weeks hospitality (1) in Greece (1) both marks are gained
4(b): The answer only refers to the age not that the young people live abroad nor that
they are of Greek origin are not mentioned. No marks awarded.
4(c): Only one qualification (at least one year of Greek Lessons) is mentioned; making
friends with other Greeks is not a qualification. 1 mark is awarded.
4(d): The answer here is very vague. It does not talk about the opportunity to learn
about contemporary Greece and make friends with young Greeks. No marks.
4(e): It gives two details: history /Greek lessons. 2 marks
4(f): It gives 2 details –with some grammatical errors- 2 marks.
4(g): It manages to get across the idea of the dissemination of the knowledge. 1 mark.
4(h): It gives both details. 2 marks
As for Language, it is generally accurate with a few mistakes in 4(b), 4(d), 4(e), 4(f).
4 marks awarded for QL.

Examiner Tip

Read the question carefully and give concrete answers
and to the point. Vague answers do not gain marks.
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Question 4 examines both reading comprehension skills and writing in the target language.
Language manipulation is essential. (Rubric)

Examiner Comments

This is a typical example of direct lifting from the text.
The answer is awarded 0 marks.

Examiner Tip

Always read and follow rubric instructions.
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Section B: Translation
Question 5
Candidates handled vocabulary well. Many answers showed a very high degree of
competence, and awareness of style and structures that enabled them to achieve top marks.
One of the most common errors had to do with prepositions. "Students sit on the
computer", and "in the computer" were quite common errors even from the top candidates.
A number of candidates translated the word εκατοστά(cm) as inches- which gives the
incorrect information.
Section 4 proved challenging for the weaker candidates. The word “φυσικά” caused some
mistranslations.
On the whole, despite the occasional grammatical slip, the meaning of the text was
communicated well. A good number of candidates have gained full marks.
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This is an excellent piece of translation: all 18 segments are correctly rendered. The
language reads well and contains a variety of structures. The candidate has demonstrated
fluency in terms of vocabulary, grammar and idiom. It has achieved the highest mark.

Examiner Comments

Correct segments 18:2=9

Examiner Tip

Remember: There is a strict word order in English.
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This is a very good translation. There are a few mistakes in:
Segment 1: incorrect use of preposition on instead of at /in front of
Segment 4: incorrect use of vocabulary recurring act instead of innocent habit and
Segment 17: incorrect use of vocabulary: rarely instead of suddenly

Examiner Comments

Number of correct segments 15:2 = 8

Examiner Tip

Be more aware of the use of English prepositions.
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This is an example of a rather weak translation. Incorrect segments 1, 4, 9, 12, 14, 15, 16,
17, 18.
Segment 1: Incorrect use of vocabulary and grammar “use computer daily”
Segment 4: Spelling which makes it incomprehensible (inisent), missing word (however),
incorrect vocabulary (may lead to be harmful)
Segment 9: Incorrect adverb rapidly instead of frequently
Segment 12: Incorrect preposition for instead of of
Segment 14: Incorrect grammar “our body remember all of our movement”
Segment 15: Incorrect adverb rapidly instead of constantly
Segment 16: Incorrect grammar all this times
Segment 17: The adverb suddenly is missed out
Segment 19: Incorrect use of vocabulary past instead of have passed
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Examiner Comments

Number of correct segments 9:2 = 5

Examiner Tip

Spelling errors may change the meaning of a word.
Important: Use the correct preposition.
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Section C: Continuous Writing
Question 6
The majority of candidates fulfilled the requirements of Question 6, by addressing all the
bullet points and giving wholly relevant, convincing and well developed answers. They used
accurate, varied and appropriate language. Most candidates gave very successful answers.
This was a topic that they enjoyed and found close to their world of experience.
Bullet points 1, 2, were well developed by the majority of candidates. Some candidates went
well above the word limit and over developed these 2 bullet points with great enthusiasm.
Bullet point 3: The most common answer compared sport and cooking as subjects where
one or the other gender excels.
Bullet point 4: Sometimes it was interpreted as what a teacher’s behaviour should be, and
not what it is.
Some candidates ignored the word limit, which lost them valuable marks as one
or sometimes two bullet points were outside the word limit. That gave them a
maximum 16 marks for Content (or a maximum 11 if 2 bullet points were outside
the word limit) and a maximum of 15 marks for the Language.
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Content: The task is fully grasped: the answer is wholly relevant and convincing.
As for the language: this candidate has achieved excellent communication and a high level
of accuracy.
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Examiner Comments

The candidate starts with a short introduction.
•

The candidate writes about the advantages students of mixed schools have,
when they come out in the "real world".

•

Gives examples of a couple of disadvantages.

•

Gives his/her opinion about the areas where boys or girls excel.

•

Offers a personal explanation why teachers sometimes seem to treat boys
and girls differently.

Gives a short conclusion.

Examiner Tip

Remember to develop all bullet points equally.
Do not exceed word limit.
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This candidate did not adhere to rubric requirements and went well above the word limit.
One bullet point and conclusion are over the limit.
Maximum mark: 16 for Content and 15 for Language.
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Examiner Comments

The essay starts with a relatively long introduction (Always
remember the word limit: maximum 270 words)
Bullet points 1 and 2 are over developed.
Bullet points 4 and 3 are merged. But in fact bullet point 3
is outside the word limit.
The conclusion is also outside the word limit.
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Examiner Tip

Do not over-expand any of the bullet points.
Remember: Maximum 270 words.

Paper Summary
Based on their performance on this paper, candidates are offered the following advice:
•

Read the questions carefully and give clear and concrete answers.

•

Give an answer that shows the “manner”, if the question asks HOW.

•

Give an answer that shows the “reason”, if the question asks WHY.

•

Adhere to word order in English when it comes to translation.

•

Address all bullet points equally in question 6.

•

Do not exceed the word limit.

•

Avoid spelling errors in endings, by learning a few rules.

•

Do not forget to put the accents on words which need an accent.

•

Do not put 'o' on top of a vowel, instead of an accent.

•

Use the Greek question mark, not the English one.
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Grade Boundaries
Grade boundaries for this, and all other papers, can be found on the website on this link:
http://www.edexcel.com/iwantto/Pages/grade-boundaries.aspx
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