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Introduction
The majority of students appeared to have been well prepared for this examination paper
with particularly pleasing subject knowledge. The depth of knowledge of some students
really was remarkable with some very strong definitions and theoretical awareness.
The key differentiator between scripts remained relevance to the specific question and
a focus on the precise wording of the questions. As usual, weaker students relied on
knowledge without analysis and a determination to fit pre-prepared answers into whichever
question appeared in the examination. Thankfully, most students realise now the need to
remain relevant, to provide a structured response with points made in a logical sequence
with a clear and coherent line of argument and to ensure that synopticity is evident.
Synopticity was evident in most responses with identification of alternative viewpoints and
perspectives and an ability to explain the nature and extent of rivalry between conflicting
views. The most popular questions were the short response on humanitarian intervention
and the longer response on global terrorism. The least popular question was on the
Copenhagen conference.
I would like to ensure that all teachers are aware of the 'Further guidance for Route D'
document, prepared by the previous Principal Examiner, which can be found on the Edexcel
website. This document provides additional content explanation and advice to support the
initial specification document.  
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Question 1
This was quite a popular question but there were a few problems concerning definition of
asymmetric wars. Definitions were usually rather brief with an explanation that parties to
the war were unequal. Most candidates could identify at least a couple of reasons as to
why these wars are difficult to win. Most debate took place around use of guerrilla tactics,
civilian/combatant blur, the need to win hearts and minds and to maintain popular support
for long campaigns back home. Examples were overwhelmingly drawn from Iraq and
Afghanistan, but some candidates used alternative examples such as the Vietcong or Tamil
Tigers. Only a small number of candidates attempted this question without a knowledge of
what an asymmetric war was.
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Examiner Comments

This is a strong response which covers key
areas of the question and which certainly
achieves L3. The definition is brief, but
adequate. The explanation as to why these
wars are difficult to win ranges from guerrilla
tactics through civilian/combatant blur to public
opinion and the need to win hearts and minds.
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Examiner Comments

A decent definition emerges from quite a wordy
introduction. This is a knowledgeable student but there is a
danger that they will take too long to get to the core of the
question. Good points are made about the changed nature
of warfare and blurring between civilian and combatant.
This is a good response which achieves L3.
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Question 2
This is a two part question which provides an immediate discriminator where candidates
fail to tackle either part of the question. A few students moved immediately to tackling
the second part of the question without providing an explanation of what humanitarian
intervention is. Some students failed to recognise the reference to the 1990's and their
responses tackled the general reasons for an increase in humanitarian intervention in
recent years, some of which was relevant. The end of the Cold War and a move, possibly
short term, to a consensus in the UN Security Council was identified by many students.
The impact of globalisation and the CNN effect was mentioned by some students who also
discussed the growing acceptance of universal human rights. The increase in civil wars
and failed states was also mentioned by many, along with a growing debate and challenge
where sovereignty is concerned.
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Examiner Comments

This is a pleasing response with much of value.
There is an explanation of the term and then
a move to discuss the central reasons behind
the increase in humanitarian intervention in
the 1990s. The candidate provides a focus on
the consequences of the end of the Cold War
which includes a better working relationship in
the Security Council as well as an explanation
of the situation in Rwanda and Yugoslavia. All
of this helps to explain why this period is often
considered to be a golden age in humanitarian
intervention.
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Question 3
A number of students failed to grasp what was demanded from them in this question
and took this as an opportunity to discuss, very broadly, the North - South divide. The
weakest responses failed to move from this debate. Stronger responses explained the
traditional, Orthodox, measurement of development based on gross national product (GNP)
and there was awareness of the World Bank conventional standard of 'a dollar a day'.
Stronger candidates would consider why and how this traditional view is criticised. Key
criticisms are that GNP per capita fails to indicate whether wealth disparity in a country is
increasing or decreasing as it may simply reflect that the rich are getting richer. Economic
measurement fails to take into account other measurements such as political freedom,
access to education, gender equality or other elements that may be measured in the UN
Human Development Index. The further criticism that economic measurement may support
a western model of development with the associated perceived evils of the Washington
Consensus.
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Examiner Comments

This response tackles the key element of the question
immediately. There is an identification and explanation
of Orthodox theory and the criticism that is apparent in
Alternative theory. There are a number of good points
and a reference to the value of alternative measurements
which is sufficient to raise this response into L3.
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Question 4
This was the least popular of the short questions but was tackled well by a significant
number of candidates who were able to differentiate clearly between the views of reformists
and radicals (shallow ecology Vs deep ecology) over tackling global environmental issues.
Most candidates identified that reformist thinking on environmental issues is evident in the
views of the mainstream and by those known as ‘light’ greens or ‘modernist’ ecologists.
Ideas are based on an acceptance of capitalism and belief that environmental issues can be
adequately dealt with without significant constraints being applied to the capitalist market.
Belief in the idea of sustainable development, which recognises that economic growth
is good but merely requires that it be balanced against ecological considerations, was
acknowledged by most, as was a recognition that environmental degradation can be tackled
without a major increase in government intervention but through technological innovations
and the responsiveness of capitalism to environmental concerns.
Candidates tended to recognise that the counter argument was based on more radical
approaches to the environment. Global capitalism is often seen as the primary cause of
environmental degradation in which case a major shift is needed away from free trade and
neo-liberalism towards tighter regulation at both national and global levels. The ability of
states to pursue the national interest, prioritising economic growth and national prosperity
over wider global concerns, is seen as a major cause of environmental degradation. Radical
thinkers therefore tend to call for the establishment of strong and often legal supranational
environmental regulation. In addition, candidates made the point that, for radicals,
materialism and consumerism are seen as major contributors to environmental problems.
Radicals call for cultural change as well as political change.
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Examiner Comments

This is an excellent argument which clearly
differentiates between reformist and radical views on
the environment. The candidate moves quickly into
explaining the two views and then to making the
differences apparent. There is a high level of subject
knowledge, a clear and concise argument and a brief
but snappy conclusion. An excellent L3 response.
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Question 5
This was the most popular of the short response questions and there was a real variety
in the quality of the responses produced. Stronger candidates were able to provide an
excellent definition of human rights and of the term universal- Human rights are rights
to which people are entitled by virtue of being human. Human rights are universal in the
sense that they supposedly belong to all humans rather than to members of any particular
country, religion, race, gender or other group. A range of criticisms were produced,
including the Realist view that the doctrine of universal human rights should not guide state
policy because states should prioritise the well-being of their own citizens over others,
their primary concern being to pursue the national interest. The doctrine of human rights
has been criticised as being culturally biased, reflecting an essentially western liberal
model of human nature that emphasises rights and entitlements over obligations and
social belonging. Post-colonialism portrays universal human rights as a form of cultural
imperialism. Such views have been advanced most clearly by Muslim thinkers who believe
that human well-being is divinely ordained, and by some Asian politicians who champion the
notion of ‘Asian values’. Feminist criticism of universal human rights was also explained by a
smaller number of candidates.
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Examiner Comments

This is an outstanding response. The candidate
provides a definition of human rights and of the term
'universal' and then makes clear a wider knowledge
of human rights. The rest of the response is a
knowledgeable and detailed, considering the time
constraints, study of the main criticisms of universal
human rights with a series of criticisms. This was well
worth maximum marks at L3.
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Question 6
This was the least popular of the long 45 mark responses. This may be a reflection on the
popularity of the alternatives or a concern from some candidates about a perceived depth of
required knowledge of the Copenhagen conference needed to tackle this question. Stronger
candidates were able to provide a depth of knowledge of Copenhagen but also develop
a wider argument about this process of tackling climate change. A significant number
of candidates struggled to do either and may have been better tackling one of the other
questions. Candidates highlighted successes such as that the Copenhagen Accord, through
which the USA, China and other major developing countries committed themselves to
cutting greenhouse gas emissions marked a significant advance over Kyoto, which imposed
no obligations on developing countries to curb the growth of their emissions. Similarly,
the USA’s support for the Copenhagen Accord was an advance in the sense that the USA
remained outside the Kyoto Protocol. Many argued that Copenhagen was a ‘meaningful
agreement’ in that it was a step on the road to more concerted action on the issue of
climate change. It should be judged in terms of preparing the ground for subsequent action,
not in terms of its own specific achievements. This was an area that stronger candidates
developed.
Candidates balanced perceived success by countering with claims that the conference
did not result in a legally binding agreement or any clear commitment to reach one in
future. The Copenhagen Accord does not set even non-legal targets for states to cut
greenhouse gas emissions, and there is no global target for emissions reduction by 2015. In
addition, candidates made the point that the Accord is vague as to how the $100 billion fund
for supporting developing countries in reducing emissions will be achieved. Copenhagen
gives mixed signs for success in tackling climate change and both reformists and radicals
would argue that the Copenhagen conference strengthens their own view. Stronger
candidates made this apparent in their responses.
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Examiner Comments

This is an example of a script which managed to
make L3 for this question. There are weaknesses
but the script is strong in a number of regards. The
introduction is reasonable and sets Copenhagen in a
historical perspective. There is detailed knowledge of the
Copenhagen meeting, of the Accord and of controversial
elements of the agreement such as the $100 billion fund.
Further development of the wider debate over climate
change would have strengthened this response further.
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Question 7
This was a popular question with a large number of pleasing responses. Many candidates
seemed well prepared for this type of question. Definitions tended to be strong Globalisation in its economic form refers to the construction of an interlocking global
economy and the declining capacity of states to function as independent economic entities.
The impact of globalisation on poverty and global inequality has been controversial and
many candidates seemed to enjoy making this clear. Sadly, a few students produced very
one sided criticisms of globalisation rather than considering ways in which globalisation may
have reduced poverty.
Ways in which globalisation has been seen to increase poverty included the structural
inequalities and injustices, notably ones in which ‘core’ developed states exploit dependent
‘peripheral’ states that are essentially used to produce primary goods. It was argued
that globalisation therefore widens the gap between the North and the South, with subSaharan Africa being particularly disadvantaged. The majority of students suggested that
globalisation amounts to a form of neo-colonialism. Candidates also identified the argument
that globalisation has promoted widening within-country inequality, both in developed
societies and in developing ones.
The counter arguments focussed on ways in which poverty has been reduced. These
included that globalisation stimulates all economies, including those of developing countries
because it brings increased entrepreneurialism, inward investment, improved technology
and access to foreign markets. Developments in the global South suggest that many
societies have benefited from an engagement with globalisation, notably examples include
the Asian ‘tiger’ economies and the dramatic economic emergence of China and India.
In such cases, increased growth and prosperity has been closely associated with taking
advantage of export opportunities and inward investments that have been provided by
globalisation. On the other hand, countries like North Korea, that have remained outside the
global economy have suffered from widespread poverty and low growth.
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Examiner Comments

This response has a pleasing introduction which is wide-ranging
and which opens up plenty of opportunity for debate and
discussion as the response continues. There is a good balance
and awareness of competing viewpoints. Arguments range from
the positive elements of globalisation with new job opportunities
in multinational companies to examples of success such as
the Asian Tigers and BRIC states. A counter argument is built
around the idea of western dominance through neo-colonialism
and the Washington Consensus. Double standards of CAP and
cheap wages/child labour help to build the case. The conclusion
doesn't seem to provide the balanced summary that the main
body of the essay suggested but this is still a L3 response.
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Question 8
This was the most popular question amongst the longer 45 mark responses. There was
variety in the quality of what candidates were able to produce. One sided arguments made
up the bulk of weaker responses alongside responses built on very little knowledge but often
plenty of opinion. Definitions were few and far between but there were a number of very
well considered and thoughtful responses.
Terrorism refers to the use of terror for furthering political ends; it seeks to create a climate
of fear, apprehension and uncertainty. Global terrorism is terrorism that has a global reach,
particularly as demonstrated by the 9/11 attacks on the USA. The significance of global
terrorism as a threat to order and security has been the subject of considerable debate.
Candidates identified a number of arguments to support the view that global terrorism is a
major threat to order and security. It was argued that the 9/11 attacks demonstrated how
the world’s most powerful state, can be vulnerable to terror attack when it is, arguably,
no longer vulnerable to conventional attacks by rival states. There is the additional fear
that terrorist networks may be able to acquire and use weapons of mass destruction, and
perhaps even nuclear weapons. Candidates argued that global terrorism requires few
resources and that increased global flows of people, ideas and information also make global
terrorism particularly difficult to contain or prevent. The ‘war on terror’ provides a battle
against a transnational ideology that has spread to various parts of the Middle East, North
Africa and central Asia.
The counter argument was based on the fact that although 3,000 people died in the 9/11
attacks, this is very small by comparison with the scale of death that has occurred as a
result of conventional warfare and that terrorism, by its nature, consists of a series of
sporadic attacks on a variety of targets, and is very different from the concerted, sustained
and systematic destruction that is wreaked by mass warfare conducted between states.
A few candidates argued that terrorism, in itself, cannot overthrow a government, unlike
revolution and inter-state war and that terrorism ‘works’ only when there is a military
over-reaction to it. A range of arguments and counter arguments was expected from L3
candidates.
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Examiner Comments

This was a clear L3 response. The introduction sets out both sides
of the debate, provides background knowledge and makes clear
where the rest of the response will go. A series of arguments are
illustrated with pleasing examples. Both sides of the debate are
covered well and there are excellent points made, including the
argument that the US' perceived over-reaction to terrorist attack
has proved counterproductive and destabilising (Guantanamo Bay).
Whilst many responses took the view that there was a significant
threat to order and stability without counter argument, this
response makes good points about the fact that terrorism doesn't
tend to overthrow government and that perhaps it is overplayed by
the west for the interests of western governments. This is a well
balanced and thoughtful response.
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Grade Boundaries
Grade boundaries for this, and all other papers, can be found on the website on this
link:
http://www.edexcel.com/iwantto/Pages/grade-boundaries.aspx
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