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Examiner Comments

This answer provides a range of viewpoints, but they are not fully developed.
In the case of the paragraph on Fanon, it is not made relevant to the question asked. 
By not fully developing the points, the answer does not provide a balance between 
the ‘pro’ and ‘anti’ positions. The critique of mutliculturalism as breeding tension 
and confl ict is only made in a substantive way at the bottom of the second page. 
Thus despite the range of accurate references, the answer is confi ned to the top
of Level 2. (AO1-8,AO2-7,AO3-6,Synopticity-8)

Examiner Tip

    This question addresses issues that in contemporary debate are often conducted 
in the form of a polemic - ie the use of unsupported assertions which ignore 
alternative positions. Avoid this approach at all costs and remember that you are 
being asked to provide a discussion of different positions, while making your own 
judgment at the end.    
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 Question 8 

 The vast majority of responses to this question recognised that this was an invitation to discuss 
the balance between unity and disunity within ecological thinking. Successful responses often 
started by highlighting broad similarities that united all ecological traditions, usually linked to 
the recognition of an intrinsic relationship between humankind and nature as refl ected in the 
principle of ecology. The divisions that candidates identifi ed and discussed were, with reason, 
wide ranging, as there is no established or unchallengeable account of key divisions within 
ecologism. For many, the key divisions were between rival hybrid forms of ecologism, notably 
eco-socialism, eco-conservatism, eco-fascism, eco-feminism and so on. In other words, ecologism 
was presented as a cross-cutting ideology, making its differences sometimes more prominent 
than its similarities. Others, examined contrasting tendencies between mainstream ecology, 
often linked to liberalism or conservatism, and radical forms of ecology that call for either 
radical social reform or the paradigm change that deep ecologists believe is necessary. Others, 
focus primarily on the difference between ‘shallow’ ecology and ‘deep’ ecology. However this 
was approached, many answers were thorough, analytical and based on extensive knowledge 
and understanding. Weak answers, on the other hand, tended to provide little more than a 
descriptive account of different ecological traditions, offering little scope for an analysis of 
similarities and differences. 
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Examiner Comments

 This answer successfully combined a fully developed discussion of the deep/shallow 
contrast with effective analytical treatments of the eco-socialist, eco-feminist and 
eco-anarchist positions. It was well-organised and used clear academic terminology 
effectively. This combination enabled it to achieve the higher reaches of Level 3.
(AO1-11,AO2-11,AO3-8, Synopticity-11, for a total of 41). 

Examiner Tip

  Remember that you should discuss the widest possible range of variations of 
ecological thought in answering a question formed in this way.    
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Grade Boundaries

a* is only used in conversion from raw to uniform marks. It is not a published unit grade.

Grade Max. 
Mark a* A B C D E N U

Raw mark boundary 90 62 56 50 44 38 32 26 0

Uniform mark scale boundary 100 90 80 70 60 50 40 30 0
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