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Introduction
The general standard of responses in this examination session was broadly in line with previous sessions.
Two general issues would, nevertheless, be worth bearing in mind. In the first place, it is clear that a
number of centres have not fully grasped the significance of the changed understanding of synopticity in
the new specification. In particular, they need to place a heavier emphasis on ensuring that candidates
recognise that, in view of synopticity, all essay questions are an invitation to debate or discuss a
particular political issue. Effective responses in this respect not only highlight the nature of that
debate in the introduction to their essays, but also structure their argument around the contending
viewpoints or perspectives. Second, in doing this candidates should not merely be providing an account
of rival stances or arguments, showing a sometimes essentially descriptive awareness of the arguments
that have been put forward. Instead, they should analyse and evaluate these arguments in order to
reach a reasoned but clear conclusion, recognising that all questions require answers. How effectively
their answer (or conclusion) stands up in the light of the foregoing debate and discussion very largely
determines the candidate’s marks in terms of assessment objectives 1, 2 (including synopticity) and 3.
A final general point is that centres should be aware that short questions (questions 1-5) continue to
be marked ‘globally’, with only a single mark being given out of a maximum of 15, while the essays
(questions 6-8) alone are marked by assessment objectives, including synopticity. This reﬂects the fact
that distinctions between AO1 and AO2 are often difficult to draw in the case of short questions, where
the latter tends to refer to ‘analysis’ rather than ‘evaluation’, and therefore overlaps significantly with
‘understanding’ in AO1.
The selected scripts are intended to provide illustration of a range of responses together with some
of the failings the most common of which seems to be poor time management which often adversely
affected the essay question. In addition there remain some weaknesses in analysis particularly in regard
to globalization (which many still accept as new, American and personified by Coca Cola) and institutions
in the EU.

GCE Government & Politics 6GP03 3D
4

Question 1
Most candidates who attempted this question showed at least a basic grasp of liberal thinking on
global politics. The key discriminators were the breadth of knowledge and understanding of liberal
theories and the extent to which these were explained in a clear and analytical way. Strong responses
often made use of liberal ideas about human nature, stressing the importance of rationality and the
fact that humans are moral creatures, sometimes linked to an underlying faith in balance or harmony
in human affairs. Weaker responses tended to focus on just one aspect of liberal thinking about the
balance between cooperation and conﬂict, very commonly by emphasising the implications of economic
interdependence and globalisation. In less strong cases, candidates also merely stated that there is a
link between interdependence and cooperation, rather than explaining how interdependence tends to
foster cooperation (remembering that asymmetrical interdependence can engender conﬂict). Some very
strong responses reﬂected on the full range of liberal thinking, covering interdependence liberalism,
republican liberalism (particularly the democratic peace thesis) and neoliberal institutionalism.
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Examiner Comments
Many candidates chose to interpret this question as a comparison between liberal and realist interpretations of
politics. Although brief mention of realist stances is legitimate too often this was expanded to the extent that
the liberal view was downplayed. This candidate got the balance right and presented a cogent argument but
neglected to provide some illustrative examples.
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Question 2
The most common problem with weaker responses to this question was a failure to define and explain
the concept of balance of power at the outset. In some cases, candidates relied on implicit knowledge
alone, but in others the balance of power was simply linked to bipolarity and the Cold War ‘balance
of terror’. The problem with this was either that it implied that it is only within bipolar international
systems that the balance of power can emerge, or, worse, candidates ended up writing about Cold War
bipolarity rather than the balance of power. Strong responses, nevertheless, were often able to draw on
realist and liberal thinking about the balance of power, demonstrating, for example, why realists believe
that the balance of power is the only reliable way of preventing war (power being a check on power),
and why liberals have warned that the policy of a balance of power tends to lead to arms races and a
ratcheting up of tension, rather than its reduction. When candidates answered this question largely or
entirely on the basis of empirical knowledge, this was done more or less successfully depending on how
appropriate the examples chosen were. At the very least, this question emphasises the importance of
candidates having a clear and reliable ability to define key concepts.
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Examiner Comments
The balance of power was usually interpreted as bipolar and often in terms of the relationship between the USA
and USSR during the Cold War. Even then the proxy wars that ﬂourished under the allegedly peaceful standoff
were seldom mentioned. This account does remedy that omission but, typically, can only consider two party
balances.
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Question 3
There were some very impressive answers to this question. Stronger responses demonstrated an awareness
of regionalism and globalisation, and were able to highlight the often complex relationship between the
two. In particularly strong cases, candidates showed an awareness of the idea that regionalism can both
be a ‘stumbling block’ to globalisation (being a fortress that resists the pressures generated by the global
economy) and a ‘building block’ of globalisation (enabling states to participate more effectively in the
global economy). When these competing tendencies were fully developed and explained some very
impressive responses emerged. Similarly, candidates that showed an awareness of ‘new’ regionalism
often constructed strong responses. However, there were also some weak responses to this question. In
some cases, these failed to show how and why regionalism and globalisation are related to one another;
instead, they did little more than attempt to highlight parallels between the two phenomena. In other
cases, either or both regionalism and globalisation were poorly understood or explained.
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Examiner Comments
A significant number of candidates restricted themselves to definitions, with some examples, of regional
organisations and globalisation. Some did go as far as to regard regionalism as a precursor of globalisation
but only a minority examined regionalism as a defence against globalisation. This account was typical of the
majority in that adequate definitions were deployed but no links were made. The answer was repetitive and
made little mention of relevant details.
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Question 4
Very few responses to this question failed to demonstrate at least a rudimentary understanding
of intergovernmentalism and supranationalism, and in a significant number of cases this was done
very well. The main discriminators was the extent to which the differences between the two
were explained rather than merely described, and the degree to which candidates to deepen this
understanding through the use of appropriate examples. In strong responses, a clear emphasis was
placed on sovereignty, with intergovernmentalism being linked to the preservation of sovereign
independence while supranationalism was associated with the ‘pooling’ of sovereignty. Strong
responses also explained the mechanisms through which these decision-making processes could
operate, including emphasising the difference between majority and unanimous decision-making
processes. Such responses often also illustrated these differences through carefully selected
examples, with the various bodies within the EU receiving, quite appropriated, considerable
attention. The UN and, though less frequently, other regional organisations were also used in this way.
Weaker responses, on the other hand, tended to neglect the issue of sovereignty and often failed to
explain the significance of the examples using.
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Examiner Comments
Virtually all candidates managed to make clear and relatively unequivocal definitions of the two international
disciplines. However, few managed to illustrate the distinctions with factual support and those that did often
fell into the usual error of blaming the EU for the ECHR. This candidate made valid definitions but sacrificed
detail to verbosity.
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Question 5
The candidates who attempted this question often had an impressive understanding of the nature and
growth of Chinese power. However, too many responses failed to recognise that the question was more
specific, seeking an awareness of whether China can now be regarded as a ‘superpower’. Therefore,
candidates who considered the nature of a superpower before considering the extent to which China
conforms to this definition tended to do much better than ones who merely wrote about the burgeoning
power of China. In strong cases, candidates thus wrote about superpowers possessing ‘great power plus
great mobility of power’, or they highlighted common features associated with a superpower such as
having a global reach, a predominant economic and strategic role within an ideological bloc or sphere of
inﬂuence, or preponderant military capacity, especially in terms of nuclear weaponry. It would have been
helpful, moreover, for candidates to recognise that the term superpower tends to be used specifically
to refer to the USA and the Soviet Union during the Cold War period, inviting a comparison between the
Cold War superpowers and modern China. Candidates who demonstrated strong and reliable conceptual
knowledge were once again likely to be rewarded, while ones who did not even seek to offer a definition
of a key term in the question tended to provide generalised knowledge.
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Examiner Comments
This was the most straightforward of the short questions and was therefore popular. The strongest answers
started with a definition of "superpower" and then examined China's qualifications in terms of military (including
global reach), economic and soft power.
However, most answers compared nuclear weapon totals (USA v China) and concluded on quantative grounds
that China lacked superpower status. The extract enclosed managed to omit military power entirely (most
downplayed it) and then, in effect, began with the conclusion.
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Question 6
The responses to this question ranged considerably in terms of quality. Some very strong responses
demonstrated a detailed and comprehensive knowledge of globalisation, recognising also that one of
the key criticisms of globalisation is that, in a variety of ways, it favours the interests of developed
states generally and of the USA in particular. They were also able to respond effectively to the synoptic
aspect of the question by recognising that although some argue that the USA was the chief architect
and is the main beneficiary of globalisation, others point out either that globalisation is a neutral
process that benefits all states that participate in it, or that, in recent years, it has favoured emerging
states and particularly China rather more than it has benefited the USA. Impressive responses also were
sometimes able to examine the ‘Americanisation’ critique in terms of both economic globalisation and
cultural globalisation. However, weaker responses tended to show a limited or partial understanding
of globalisation or focused only on one side of the question, usually seeking to explain simply how or
why globalisation can be viewed as ‘Americanisation in disguise’. In other cases, candidates drifted
away from the question itself, writing in a general and unfocused way about globalisation, rather than
considering specific arguments related to the idea of ‘Americanisation’.
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Examiner Comments
This was a very popular question but most answers followed the Friedman line in assuming that the
universality of Coca Cola and McDonalds were evidence of American global domination both economically and
culturally. However, an encouraging number of responses adopted a more cynical approach and began examining
the realities of, for example, cultural inﬂuence by considering such factors as language and tradition. The
chosen sample is an excellent example of the broader approach to globalisation whilst giving due deference to
synopticity.
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Question 7
Less strong responses to this question often lighted on the reference to the EU and then wrote generally
about the nature of the EU, failing to place the EU in a general context of regional integration. As such,
they failed to deal effectively with the issues raised by the question itself. Stronger responses, on the
other hand, demonstrated a grasp of the wider phenomenon of regionalism, showing an awareness
of the nature and significance of non-European examples of regional integration, before examining
how and why the EU might be considered to be a unique example of regionalism. Where the nonEuropean dimension of regionalism was clearly understood, good use was made of examples such as
NAFTA, Mercosur and, particularly, ASEAN. Such responses often emphasised that, in its most common
form, non-European regionalism operates on the basis of trading blocs within which there is little or
no pooling of sovereignty. EU integration can therefore be regarded as unique in a number of respects,
notably that it involves an important dimension of political union, providing, perhaps, the world’s only
clear supranational governance, and that it has engaged in monetary union through the creation of the
euro. In good answers, attention was given to both how and why the EU is different from other regional
bodies in these respects. Strong responses, nevertheless, also dealt with the other side of the argument,
recognising that claims about EU federalism (thus distinguishing it from the intergovernmentalism that
reigns within other regional bodies) may have been exaggerated. Similarly, some very good responses
noted that there are parallels between EU integration and regional integration in Southeast Asia,
particularly as ASEAN has attempted, at times, consciously to model itself on the EU.
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Examiner Comments
This question was designed to evoke straightforward assessments of the EU. Uniqueness has been seen in the
establishment of the EU (and its ancestors) out of the disasters of World War 2 but it has gone further than an
unofficial peace treaty in developing the bases of a federal state. Such features as the euro, ECJ, widespread
QMV, social coherence all distinguish the EU from apparent rivals such as NAFTA. Although this question was
relatively straightforward, problems were posed by the sheer amount of relevant material which led many
candidates to resort to a descriptive response rather than an analytical one.
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Question 8
There were, in a sense, macro and micro responses to this question. Candidates who adopted a macro
response looked at the effectiveness of the UN in ensuring international peace and security from the
perspective of the UN Security Council. In this light, often impressive knowledge and understanding was
demonstrated of the difficulties posed to the Security Council’s effectiveness by its decision-making
processes and especially by the P-5 structure. Good responses reﬂected no only on the paralysis of the
Security Council during much of the Cold War period, but also reﬂected on the extent to which this
paralysis has been overcome in the post-Cold War period. Micro level responses, on the other hand,
tended to consider the UN’s effectiveness in ensuring peace and security by examining the UN’s record
in peacekeeping. In some cases this was done very well, especially when candidates were able to
discuss the success or otherwise of particular peacekeeping operations, and also recognised that the
focus of UN peacekeeping has changed significantly since the early 1990s, especially through a greater
emphasis on multi-dimensional peacekeeping or what has increasingly been termed ‘peace-building’.
An important discriminator was also the degree to which candidates were able to evaluate arguments
on both sides, enabling them to reach a reasoned conclusion. In too many cases, candidates merely
described the UN’s role in ensuring peace and security, noted some of the UN’s successes and failures,
but did not sufficiently deal with the issue of ‘extent’, by suggesting whether, on balance, the UN had
been effective or ineffective.
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Examiner Comments
This was, perhaps, the most challenging of the essay questions given the amount of material to be considered.
Most candidates stuck with an assessment of traditional peacekeeping; in particular Rwanda and the former
Yugoslavia. A few considered the impact of other UN actions such as peacebuilding and humanitarian aid both
immediate and long term economy building. This essay was one of the most mature responses.
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Generally the standard of responses was high with few candidates failing to complete the paper. There
was plenty of evidence of high standards of knowledge and good communication; in addition, the
majority were able to handle the difficult idea of synopticity with some skill. The start and finish remain
the major areas of intellectual discrimination. Too many introductions did not address, coherently, the
major ideas behind the question and even failed to define the major areas of analysis. A disappointing
number of conclusions failed to directly answer the question; it would be useful for all candidates to
re-read their introduction before writing the conclusion so ensuring that they do answer the question.
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Grade Boundaries
Grade boundaries for this, and all other papers, can be found on the website on this link:
http://www.edexcel.com/iwantto/Pages/grade-boundaries.aspx
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