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Introduction
This paper, the third of the new specification, was a mixture of the familiar and the new. With the
exception of the second question on minority representation in Congress, all of the short answers
had appeared in similar form in recent sittings, and very few candidates should have struggled to
find three to answer. Somewhat in contrast, the three long answer questions were all new angles on
familiar topics, and to do well, candidates were required to do some quick thinking to adapt what
they knew to the question in front of them.
Predictably, the unfamiliar question on minority representation was by some way the least popular of
the five short answer questions. Continuing the pattern of recent sittings, question six on affirmative
action was the most popular long answer question, attracting nearly twice as many answers as the
other two questions put together.
The new assessment arrangements are now well understood and nearly all candidates were aware
of the synoptic requirement to consider more than one viewpoint on the issue raised (which may be
ideological but more often, as in this paper’s question seven for example, will not be). If anything,
some candidates were over-eager to show this awareness, and their essays consisted of constant
point and counterpoint, so that the structure assuming a zigzag pattern, and it was not always easy to
discern the direction of the argument.
Some general points are worth making about candidates’ approach. The distinguishing feature of an
upper Level 2 or Level 3 short answer is the intelligent use of evidence to support the points being
made. Answers in the middle of Level 2 and below tend to be generalised assertion, and this highlights
again the importance of candidates following contemporary events as much as possible to find this
sort of evidence. Time for short answers is tight, but it definitely adds quality to an answer if there is
a short conclusion, summing up the preceding discussion. Finally, regarding introductions, these are
unnecessary in short answers. In long answers they need to be two or three sentences at most, setting
out the key issues and indicating the direction of the argument to follow. Some answers began with
introductions which ran over a page, surveying, for example, the history of race relations since 1787,
and usually offered very little to reward.
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Question 1(x)
Third parties is a favourite topic of examinees and over 90% of the entry attempted this question.
Most candidates were aware of what the question required of them, although some attempted
to analyse the extent of the impact of third parties, rather than the factors which limit it. Given
the familiarity of the topic, it is slightly surprising that the standard of answers was not higher; as
indicated in the introduction, what limited many was their lack of evidence to support the points they
made, or to attempt to evaluate their significance.
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Examiner Comments
This answer is not untypical of the standard of answers produced for
this question. There are four separate points but none is developed
with any conviction - the figure of ‘$12 million’ gives every
appearance of being plucked out of thin air, for example - and the
answer belongs towards the bottom of Level Two.

Examiner Tip
Short answer introductions: this candidate gives an overview in the first
paragraph of the points they are going on to make. There is a waste of
time; the points cannot be rewarded twice, and in this case they are
barely developed beyond the initial summary anyway.
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Question 2(y)
Given that ‘extent of minority representation’ is part of a fairly brief specification for Racial and
Ethnic Politics, this question should not have come as too much of a surprise to centres, but it was
evident that few, if any, candidates were prepared for it. Those that did tackle it did so presumably
out of desperation, since hardly any made much advance into Level Two. A good proportion could
explain the concept of a majority-minority district but after that rewardable points dried up for
almost all; among other factors, the escalating cost of Senate campaigns and the nature of statewide electorates could have been explored. A number attempted to make something of relative
incumbency rates, but in fact Senate incumbents are almost always proportionately less safe than
their counterparts in the House.
Centres need to employ a little imagination when anticipating possible questions. On any given paper,
there will always be some that are new, but the specification sets well marked parameters which must
always be observed. It would be particularly prudent, for example, for centres to ensure that all the
‘key concepts’ of the specification are known and thoroughly understood by their candidates.
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Examiner Comments
This answer is typical of many to this question in its limited content.
The point on the second side about primaries has a promising feel
but it is never really brought out.

Examiner Tip
Question selection: before you finally commit yourself to a question,
mentally run through the list of points you can relevantly make. Ideally
you need at least three, and if your list stops at two - or one - have
another look at the other questions.

GCE Government & Politics 6GP03 3C
10

Question 3(x)
Like question one, initiatives and propositions are a very familiar topic, which appeared on this route
in its earlier guise several times before. Most candidates have been studying US politics for barely
more than a term, and so it is unsurprising that at times they want to fall back on their AS knowledge;
it is rarely successful though, and factors relating to UK referendums are of only limited application
in a US context. This is another topic where well chosen evidence instantly lifts the quality of the
answer, and references, for example, to the double negative in proposition 8 as an illustration of the
disadvantages of propositions, were well rewarded. Another way of sharpening any answer which
discusses advantages and disadvantages is to make it clear for whom or what an alleged (dis)advantage
is supposed to operate, since often it can be both; the cost of signature gathering and campaigning,
for example, can be claimed to be a disadvantage for ordinary voters, since it puts the cost of a viable
campaign out of their reach, but it may well be an advantage for large corporations who can thereby
exploit the initiative process to bypass elected politicians.
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Examiner Comments
This is a very characteristic mid-upper Level Two answer. There is a good
range of points on both parts of the question, but a shortage of evidence
to support them. If the candidate was able to find a good example of a
wealthy interest group manipulating the initiative procedure, and evaluate
its significance, it would almost certainly lift the answer into Level Three.

Examiner Tip
Evidence: a range of contemporary examples is crucial to
moving your answer from Level Two to Level Three, since
they provide the evidence to back your points up.
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Question 4(z)
This question was a straightforward version of a popular topic and was attempted by a good
proportion of candidates. Once again, the factor which limited answers to Level 2 was the lack of
development; lobbying is in its nature is a covert activity, but it has nevertheless received plenty
of coverage in recent years which could have been profitably used. The Abramoff scandal, the ban
President Obama imposed on the employment of lobbyists (and its alleged attenuation subsequently)
and the role lobbyists played in the passage of health care (see for example http://www.youtube.
com/watch?v=otyuLfBC6Vg&NR=1 ) could all have been adduced and discussed.
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Examiner Comments
This answer has the merit of a clear structure and some good use of
supporting detail. Some of the expression could be more precise, but
overall it belongs at the top of Level Two.

Examiner Tip
Clarity of structure: plan your answer brieﬂy (if only
in your head) before you start writing, and work out
which points you are making, and in what order.
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Question 5(z)
It continues to be a puzzle why questions on parties are less popular than they are, since they
offer candidates unrivalled scope for drawing on their own knowledge, rather than relying on their
textbooks. The stronger answers showed a really impressive grasp of both current events and recent
history. It has also to be said that a good proportion of answers relied on a rather formulaic recital
of the values and policies of the same three factions within the party, the Blue Dogs, the Democratic
Leadership Council and the ‘internet left’, sometimes with little reference to their inﬂuence, which
was after all the question. Press reports of the demise of the DLC in February (see for example
http://www.latimes.com/news/politics/la-pn-democratic-leadership-council-20110208,0,2842242.
story ) suggest that these answers will require updating next time round.
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Examiner Comments
The key word in this question is ‘inﬂuential’ and, although the expression
could be sharper and some more evidence adduced, this answer does have
the merit of keeping inﬂuence fairly tightly in focus.

Examiner Tip
Keep using the key word or words of the question in your answer, as
it will help keep your response directly linked to the question.
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Question 6
As indicated earlier, race maintained its recent position as most popular essay topic, a complete
reversal from a few years ago. An important requirement of this question was to establish, at least
implicitly, what the aims of affirmative action were (and are), against which its success and failure
could be measured. Without this, a lot of the discussion of the attitudes of the ‘extreme left’ and the
‘moderate right’ lacked focus, and indeed read like answers to a different question. Similarly, the
evidence produced of continued racial profiling, and discrepancies in mandatory minimums for ‘black’
and ‘white’ offences, was potentially relevant but was very often not made so; continued racial
profiling may not be evidence of the failure of affirmative action, for example, if the elimination of
racism from the police force was never part of its aims.
Many answers drew on the same narrow range of sources, with the consequence that they sounded
very similar and conveyed little sense of personal engagement. The reliance on statistics of doubtful
provenance, highlighted in last summer’s report, continued unabated; it is worth repeating that,
without attribution, statistics add very little substance to an argument. Combined with the anecdotal
feel to a number of points often made - e.g. 'affirmative action makes blacks lazy' - there was a
notable lack of rigour in many answers.

Examiner Comments
An introduction is important for an essay; it should clarify any key terms
in the question, outline the key issues it raises, and indicate the line of
argument the essay is going to follow. Although it does at least mention
affirmative action, this introduction unfortunately fails to do any of these
things. By focusing on opposition to affirmative action, rather than its success
or failure, the candidate immediately gives the impression that they have an
answer they intend to deliver, irrespective of what the question is.
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Question 7
Election outcomes are usually a popular topic, but the small numbers attempting it, and the generally
moderate performance of those who did, suggest this question caught candidates unawares. ‘The
outcome of recent elections’ features unambiguously in the specification, and, as this question shows,
they can be asked about in a way which allows a synoptic discussion. A number of the answers seemed
to have been written with the question set in the summer on the signiﬁcance of midterms in mind,
with the consequence that they were in good part unrewardable. The question did ask about elections
in the plural, and those answers that could only refer to 2010 were unable to progress beyond
Level Two for AO1.
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Examiner Comments
This is an unusually strong answer to this question. Although the
candidate focuses, not unreasonably, on 2010, there is certainly
enough on previous elections to place the answer in Level Three.
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Question 8
Pressure groups are traditionally the most popular topic on this route, and indeed its AS equivalent, but
either the new found popularity of race, or the unfamiliar angle of this question, meant this question
was only answered by a relative few. Somewhat like question six, this question required candidates
to adapt familiar knowledge to an unfamiliar context and it was a task beyond the majority who
tried, with the consequence that Level 3 answers were few and far between. Pressure groups have
always had a role in setting the political agenda and, since it is arguable whether this has increased
or declined in recent years, there was plenty of scope for synoptic debate. Centres would do well to
remind candidates that answering the question is their first priority; many candidates reproduced their
prepared answer on pressure groups’ contribution to democracy with only a cursory nod in the direction
of the question in front of them, and consequently could not be placed above Level 1.
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Examiner Comments
Conclusions are as important as introductions. The conclusion is the opportunity
to give a final restatement of the thesis which has been argued for throughout
the essay. This conclusion is longer than it need be, but it is nevertheless a very
effective summing up of the arguments which have been deployed.

Examiner Tip
Conclusions; a conclusion rounds your essay off. Your conclusion shouldn’t
say anything new or come as a surprise, since you should be clearly signalling
throughout the essay in what direction your arguments are going, but it is a
final opportunity to summarise them and reinforce your central thesis.
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Grade Boundaries
Grade boundaries for this, and all other papers, can be found on the website on this link:
http://www.edexcel.com/iwantto/Pages/grade-boundaries.aspx
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