Examiners’ Report
January 2012
GCE Government and Politics 6GP03 3B

Edexcel and BTEC Qualifications
Edexcel and BTEC qualifications come from Pearson, the world’s leading learning company.
We provide a wide range of qualifications including academic, vocational, occupational and
specific programmes for employers. For further information, please call our GCE line on
0844 576 0025, our GCSE team on 0844 576 0027, or visit our qualifications website at
www.edexcel.com. For information about our BTEC qualifications, please call 0844 576 0026,
or visit our website at www.btec.co.uk.
If you have any subject specific questions about this specification that require the help of a
subject specialist, you may find our Ask The Expert email service helpful.
Ask The Expert can be accessed online at the following link:
http://www.edexcel.com/Aboutus/contact-us/

Get more from your exam results
…and now your mock results too!
ResultsPlus is Edexcel’s free online service giving instant and detailed analysis of your
students’ exam and mock performance, helping you to help them more effectively.

•

See your students’ scores for every exam question

•

Spot topics, skills and types of question where they need to improve their learning

•

Understand how your students’ performance compares with Edexcel national averages

•

Track progress against target grades and focus revision more effectively with NEW
Mock Analysis

For more information on ResultsPlus, or to log in, visit www.edexcel.com/resultsplus.
To set up your ResultsPlus account, call 0844 576 0024

Pearson: helping people progress, everywhere
Our aim is to help everyone progress in their lives through education. We believe in every kind
of learning, for all kinds of people, wherever they are in the world. We’ve been involved in
education for over 150 years, and by working across 70 countries, in 100 languages, we have
built an international reputation for raising achievement through innovation in education. Find
out more about how we can help you and your students at: www.pearson.com/uk .
January 2012
Publications Code UA030548
All the material in this publication is copyright
© Pearson Education Ltd 2012

2

GCE Government and Politics 6GP03 3B

Introduction
The standard of performance in this unit was generally in line with previous January sittings.
However, there are indications that more centres, and therefore candidates, are gaining a
better understanding of requirements linked to synopticity. Fewer candidates thus presented
merely descriptive material in responses to essay questions (questions 6-8, marked out of
45), and a larger proportion highlighted the debate at the heart of the question in a clear
and thorough manner at the outset. The most common general weakness in performance
in response to short questions (questions 1-5, marked out of 15) was limited conceptual
knowledge. Candidates in too many cases failed to define terms effectively, and it
remained rare for them to demonstrate developed conceptual awareness. There were,
nevertheless, some excellent responses to both short questions and essay questions,
which showed impressive knowledge and understanding as well as consistently high level
intellectual skills.
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Question 1
The key discriminators on this question were candidates' ability to demonstrate a range of
conservative arguments in favour of authority and their ability to explain these arguments
rather than just describe them. Strong candidates often began their answer with a short
definition of authority. Very few candidates did not have at least an implicit understanding
of authority and an awareness of a single conservative argument, often linked to
the maintenance of public order. Some impressive responses examined the distinctive
character of the conservative view of authority and, for instance, discussed association,
in conservative thinking between authority and paternalism.
Common features of threshold level 2 performance included:
- Accurate, if probably implicit, awareness of the nature of authority;
- Limited knowledge of at least one conservative argument in favour of authority.
Common features of threshold level 3 performance included:
- Clear, and possibly explicit, understanding of the nature of authority;
- Sound explanation of at least two conservative arguments in favour of authority.
This is a very good response which got 14 out of 15.
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Examiner Comments

There is a definition of authority in the first paragraph. Three clear reasons are
explained for the grounds on which conservatives have defended authority and the
answer is fully focused on the question.
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Question 2
A large proportion of candidates were able, in response to this question, to
highlight socialist assumptions about human sociability and to point out the disposition,
within socialism, in favour of cooperation. Strong responses were often able to go further
than this, by, for instance, examining the roots of social solidarity in assumptions about the
'plasticity' of human nature, pointing out also how and why this gives socialism at least a
potentially utopian character. Similarly, strong responses dealt effectively with why these
characteristics of human nature have been, or can be, thought of a being 'positive', rather
than just assuming that this is the case. Generally, too little use was made of the socialist
belief in rationalism.   
Common features of threshold level 2 performance included:
- Limited knowledge of at least one aspect of the socialist view of human nature
- Some awareness of why this aspect of human nature is ‘positive’
Common features of threshold level 3 performance included:
- Clear understanding of at least two aspects of the socialist view of human nature
- Sound explanation of why these aspects can be considered ‘positive’
This is a limited response which gained 7 marks.
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Examiner Comments

The attempt to compare socialist views on human nature with those of liberals and
conservatives is only partially successful. In the third paragraph, the candidate wastes time
by explaining why socialists sometimes have a negative view of human nature. The key
points on 'plasticity' and cooperation are either missing or only very implicitly explained.
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Question 3
Some weaker responses to this question made very little reference to the Marxist view
of the state, concentrating instead on general anarchist thinking about the state. Better
responses dealt with the comparative aspect of the question more effectively, and, in the
case of good responses, did this on the basis of a sound understanding of both anarchism
and Marxism. The contrast most commonly highlighted was over the dictatorship of the
proletariat; however, only stronger responses fully explained why anarchists reject the idea
of a temporary proletarian state, beyond simply stating that anarchists view all states as
evil and oppressive. A general weakness was a failure to root either or both positions in a
clear theory of the state, the key contrast being between the anarchist tendency to explain
state oppression in terms of human corruptibility and the Marxist tendency to explain state
oppression in terms of the class system.
Common features of a level 2 response included:
- Some awareness of both the anarchist and Marxist views of the state;
- Limited, but explicit, knowledge of at least one way in which the anarchist view of the
state differs from the Marxist view.
Common features of threshold level 3 performance included:
- Clear understanding of both the anarchist and Marxist views of the state;
- Sound explanation of at least two ways in which the anarchist view of the state differs
from the Marxist view.
This is a sound answer and is top level 2 with 10 marks.
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Examiner Comments

There is a clear explanation of the Anarchist view of the state but there is little explicit contrasting
of that view with the Marxist analysis. The point about the 'transitionary' stage of the dictatorship
of the proletariat, while clearly relevant, is not drawn out. The final paragraph on social democracy
is not relevant to the question.
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Question 4
Some weak responses to this question focused largely, and at times exclusively, on the
liberal view of equality, inadequate attention being given to the socialist critique of the
liberal view. An alternative approach was to highlight contrasts between the liberal and
socialist views, showing, in the process, at best an implicit awareness of the socialist
critique of liberal egalitarianism. In these cases, candidates did little more than point out
that liberals believe in equality of opportunity while socialists believe in equality of outcome.
Strong responses nevertheless focused squarely on the various aspects of the socialist
critique, with, in some cases, attention being given to the alleged limitations or deficiencies
of the ideas of formal equality and equal opportunities.
Common features of threshold level 2 performance included:
- Limited knowledge of the liberal view of equality
- Accurate awareness of at least one way in which socialists would criticise the liberal view
of equality
Common features of threshold level 3 performance included:
- Clear understanding of at least two features of the liberal view of equality
- Sound explanation of at least two socialist criticisms of the liberal view of equality
This is a level 3 answer and got 12 marks.
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Examiner Comments

The liberal view of equality is partially explained with reference to equal opportunities and there
is a much clearer explanation of socialist views with three criticisms highlighted. The answer
does not go to the top of level 3 because it does not include a full explanation of the liberal view
of equality.
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Question 5
Few responses to this question failed to demonstrate at least an accurate if
implicit understanding of the nature of rationalism, but it was only in stronger responses
that the term rationalism was clearly and fully defined. That said, a large proportion of
candidates recognised that the link between liberalism and rationalism stemmed from
the fact that liberal ideology was very much the child of the Enlightenment, and therefore
that it was founded on a strong faith in reason and progress. Impressive responses were
often able to analyse and explain a number of implications of rationalism, while weaker
ones sometimes tended simply to describe aspects of liberalism, claiming that they are
implications of rationalism without demonstrating the nature of the link.
Common features of threshold level 2 performance included:
- Accurate, if probably implicit, awareness of the nature of rationalism;
- Some awareness of the link between liberalism and rationalism;
- Limited knowledge of at least one implication of the liberal belief in rationalism.
Common features of threshold level 3 performance included:
- Clear, and probably explicit, understanding of rationalism;
- Sound knowledge of the link between liberalism and rationalism;
- Sound explanation of at least two implications of the liberal belief in rationalism.
This answer gained 10 marks.
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Examiner Comments

The answer is short but all of the points are relevant and there is a useful contrasting
of the liberal view of rationalism with that of the conservative. Its weakness is that the
arguments are not developed.
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Question 6
A large proportion of responses to this question recognised that it addresses the issue of
similarities and differences between the liberal New Right and the conservative New Right,
also known as neoliberalism and neoconservatism. In a small number of cases, candidates
failed to take heed of the notion of 'internal' coherence, discussing instead similarities
and differences between the New Right and traditional conservatism. In such cases, they
were able only to address the key issues of the question implicitly rather than explicitly.
Generally, contrasts between neoliberalism and neoconservatism were better grasped than
overlaps or similarities. Strong responses were nevertheless able to highlight areas of
coherence, pointing out, for example, that a strong state is not necessarily incompatible
with a minimal state, and that moving towards market-based policies created a greater
need to strengthen public order and social disciplines. In the same way, philosophical and
ideological contrasts, not least between neoliberal libertarianism and neoconservative
authoritarianism, were often clearly brought out.  
Common features of threshold level 2 performance included:
- Limited knowledge of New Right ideas and beliefs;
- Limited but accurate awareness of differences within the New Right between neoliberal
and neoconservative beliefs.
Common features of threshold level 3 performance included:
- Sound and comprehensive understanding of New Right ideas and beliefs;
- Clear explanation of the tensions between neoliberalism and neoconservatism;
- Some ability to evaluate the extent of these tensions by also showing why the New Right
may be coherent.
This is a wide-ranging answer that gained a total of 41 marks. The breakdown was 11, 11,
11 and 8.
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Examiner Comments

There is a clear introduction and conclusion, the essay sticks to the question throughout
and several coherent and incoherent features of the New Right are analysed and explained.
Although there are no serious weaknesses with this answer is does not get full marks because
the understanding and explanation of the neo-conservative wing of the New Right is not fully
developed.
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Question 7
Many candidates who addressed this question took it as an opportunity to highlight a wide
range of differences between classical and modern liberalism, attention being given, for
instance, to differences between negative and positive freedom, the minimal state and
the enabling state and laissez-faire and interventionism. In so doing, they demonstrated
often impressive knowledge of a liberal values and theories. However, only the
strongest responses focused clearly on the balance between individualism and collectivism
within the contrasting sub-traditions of liberalism, giving appropriate and explicit attention
in the process to the meaning of these two key terms. Very strong responses were often
able to discuss the extent to which classical and modern liberals have disagreed over
the relationship between the sub-traditions, classical liberals typically believing that
modern liberals have abandoned individualism in favour of collectivism. Modern liberals,
by contrast, argue that they have merely applied classical ideas and values - including
individualism - to changed historical circumstances.
Common features of threshold level 2 performance included:
- Accurate, if implicit, awareness of the nature of individualism and collectivism;
- Limited knowledge of differences between classical liberalism and modern liberalism.
Common features of threshold level 3 performance included:
- Clear, and probably explicit, understanding of the nature of individualism and
collectivism;
- Sound and comprehensive explanation of differences between classical and modern
liberalism;
- Some ability to evaluate the extent of these differences by also discussing similarities
between classical and modern liberalism.
This is an excellent answer which gained full marks.
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Examiner Comments

The answer is wide-ranging, full of evidence and makes a strong argument which
leads to a logical and convincing conclusion.
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Question 8
Generally, responses to this question were, thankfully, often better focused than has
sometimes been the case with anarchism answers. Few candidates experienced difficulty
in highlighting the key agreement within anarchism over the nature of the future anarchist
society, namely the fact that this society will be stateless and so will be characterised by
unlimited freedom. Similarly, few failed to recognise that there are substantial differences
between rival anarchist sub-traditions, notably over matters of economic organisation.
However, whereas weaker responses tended to offer largely descriptive accounts of
these differences, and sometimes focused just on broad differences between collectivist
anarchism and individualist anarchism or on narrower differences between anarchocommunism and anarcho-capitalism, stronger responses showed a more sophisticated and
nuanced awareness of tensions within anarchism. Some impressive responses, for instance,
discussed parallels between mutualism and libertarianism, seeing each as an attempt
to outline a future anarchist society that blends elements of anarcho-collectivism with
elements of anarcho-individualism.
Common features of threshold level 2 performance included:
- Accurate awareness of anarchist ideas and theories;
- Limited knowledge of how anarchists disagree over the nature of the future anarchist
society.
Common features of threshold level 3 performance included:
- Sound and comprehensive explanation of the tensions within anarchism over the nature
of the future anarchist society;
- Some ability to evaluate the extent of these tensions by also discussing areas of
agreement within anarchism.
This is a clear level 3 answer which gained marks of 10, 10, 10 and 8.
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Examiner Comments

There is a very good introduction which clearly sets the tone of the debate. The answer is
stronger on collectivist Anarchism than it is on individualist Anarchism and it points out more of
the differences between the two strands than it does the similarities.
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Paper Summary
Examination performance could be improved by:
-

Encouraging candidates to focus more rigorously on the key terms and central issues of
the questions set;

-

Ensuring that candidates are able to provide clear and robust definitions of key terms in
the specification, which can then be developed, as appropriate;

-

Strengthening candidates' awareness of the requirements associated with AO2,
including synopticity, and particularly of the need to analyse and evaluate contending
arguments rather than just describe them.

Grade Boundaries
Grade boundaries for this, and all other papers, can be found on the website on this link:
http://www.edexcel.com/iwantto/Pages/grade-boundaries.aspx
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