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Introduction
This was a normal examination in all respects. The quality of answers was very much in line
with past examinations. Candidates have clearly learned many of the lessons included in
previous reports. Longer answers were, on the whole, structured well, and most candidates
included effective introductions and conclusions.
The marks for the (a) part questions were typically a little lower than in previous years.
This was mainly because many candidates were unable to offer good explanations of the
features they were asked to identify in the source material.
Part (b) questions were answered well, on the whole, although there were still too many
candidates who did not include enough material from their own knowledge. Examiners
do not expect a perfect balance between material from the source and from candidates'
own knowledge but some of the candidates' own knowledge should be demonstrated. A
substantial minority failed to do this.
Part (c) questions improved slightly from the past. Candidates do now treat these usually
as 'mini essays' and structure them well. The main failing, as usual, tended to be a lack of
examples and illustrations. These should be used more extensively - the more up-to-date,
the better.
Section B essays were nearly all structured well. The main failing was, as above, lack of
examples. However, many more candidates are now using effective evaluation and this was
a significant improvement.
A detailed observation concerns the coalition government and one question, (i(c)), referred
specifically to it. The coalition is now nearly two years old and candidates should now be
expected to have good knowledge of how it has changed the nature of UK government and
politics - whether it has strengthened or weakened government and how it has affected
institutions. This does not mean that specific questions about the coalition will become
common or extensive, but students do need to be aware of the changes that have occurred,
when answering analytical and evaluative questions in general.
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Question 1
Part (a)
This question was answered slightly disappointingly on the whole. The most common fault
was simply identifying and reproducing, often verbatim, the role of legislative committees.
This could only attract three marks. To reach level 3, and therefore be awarded four or
five marks, it was necessary to explain the role in a little more detail than material to be
found in the source. This did not need to be extensive, but enough to demonstrate that the
candidate not only identified the correct answer, but also understood it.
A few candidates remained confused between the role of select and legislative committees,
even though the source made that distinction quite clear. They achieved no marks. It
remained extremely important that candidates were able to distinguish between the roles
of different parliamentary committees (in both Houses), especially as the role of these
committees has become more prominent in recent times.
The example shown below demonstrates what can be done to ensure all five marks.

Part (b)
Answers here were typically better than part (a) responses. To achieve level 3, candidates
needed to include material both from the source and from their own knowledge. There was
good knowledge shown of the work of select committees, although only stronger responses
went beyond the source. Too few candidates were able to identify examples of select
committee reports having an influence.
Examples were not essential for a level 3 mark, but they were often a key discriminator
between level 2 and level 3. Debates on legislation and questions to ministers were
common features of answers. Prime Minister's Question Time (PMQT) was used
frequently, and this is correct. However, PMQT is not as strong an example as questions to
ministers, because backbenchers play a relatively minor role on questions to the PM, which
remains a media event.
Candidates who explained how the methods make government accountable, attracted marks
under Assessment Objective 2. Those who merely described methods did less well with
Assessment Objective 2. This is illustrated in the examples shown below.
To obtain a level 3 mark, candidates needed to include at least three relevant points, each
well-explained.
To obtain a level 2 mark, at least two well-explained points needed to be included.
Part (c) proved to be very challenging for many candidates. It was clear that, although
most understood the nature of coalition government, very few could focus effectively on
how it has affected relations between government and parliament. Too few also evaluated
the changing relationship, explaining what was unchanged as well as what was changed.
That said, there was also a good number of inspired responses that discussed the changed
behaviour of the House of Lords (much more active because the government's mandate is
less clear), and noted that, despite the apparent fragility of coalition, the government had
experienced no major defeats in the Commons.
As time goes by, it will become increasingly necessary that candidates are up-to-date with
how coalition politics works. Relationships between political institutions are constantly
changing and the coalition is an example of contemporary change. The changed
circumstance relating to the electoral mandate - and lack of it - is a typical example of this,
as is the enhanced activism of the Lords.
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To achieve good marks under Assessment Objective 2, it was necessary for candidates not
only to analyse the relationship under coalition, but also to evaluate the extent to which the
relationship has or has not changed.
In view of the fact that question 1(c) was clearly difficult for candidates who were not
prepared for such a new development, credit was given to those whose answers suggested
implied, rather than explicit focus on government-legislative relations.
To achieve a level 3 mark, candidates needed to include at least three points from
both sides of the issue. These points needed to be well-explained and analysed.
To achieve a level 2 mark candidates needed to describe at least two changes, both wellexplained.
(a)

This is a five-mark answer. It adds a little information to that found in the source.
This information places the work of the committees into the context of the legislative
process.

(b)

Four methods by which MPs can call government to account are included. In addition
to identifying four correctly, the candidate explains why these make government
accountable.

(c)

This does focus on the relationship between government, including the prime minister,
and parliament. It does, however, lack enough evaluation. The candidate needed to
point out ways in which the relationship has not changed, as well as how it has. The
evaluation is implicit rather than explicit.
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Examiner Comments

(a) Two functions have been identified and they
have been placed in context by the candidate,
demonstrating that they understand what the
committees are doing.
(b) The candidate has identified four methods,
more than was needed, but this does ensure full
coverage.
Some candidates place too much emphasis on
Prime Minister's Question Time. That has not
happened in this example.
(c) This strong response only really lacks enough
clear evaluation to be awarded top marks.

8

GCE Government and Politics 6GP02 01

Examiner Tip

With part (a) answers, use the source
to identify the answer(s) but add
some of your own knowledge about
the answer to demonstrate your
understanding. Do not be tempted
to add analysis or evaluation because
there are only marks for knowledge
and understanding.
With part (b) answers, make
absolutely sure you include some of
your own knowledge if you can.
In part (c) treat your response as a
mini essay.

This attracts only three marks because it merely reproduces what is in the source. There
needed to be some explanation and context, as is shown in the previous example.
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Examiner Comments

(a) part questions take material only
from the source, but you should try to
place the information in context yourself.

Examiner Tip

Try to go a little beyond the source,
but do not add any material that is
not in the source.
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Question 2
Question 2(a)
Candidates had no problems in identifying which part of the source related to the rule of
law, but too many simply reproduced material from the source and so received only three
marks. Those who were able to place the rule of law in the context of a democratic society,
albeit only briefly, achieved either four or five marks.

Question 2(b)
On the whole, this question was answered well. Most candidates were able to identify at
least three ways in which judicial independence is maintained, both from the passage and
from their own knowledge. It was encouraging to see that many fewer candidates than in
the past were able to distinguish between independence and neutrality. The most common
weakness was that many candidates identified methods but failed to explain well, or at all,
how these methods would encourage independence. Thus, for example, many referred to
security of tenure as a method, but failed to explain why this might protect judges from
political influence. Similarly, the separated Supreme Court was usually mentioned but
without comments about why this might be more independent than the former Law Lords.
To achieve a level 3 mark, candidates needed to include at least three methods, each one
well-explained.
To achieve a level 2 mark, candidates needed to include at least two methods, both
explained reasonably fully.

Question 2(c)
There were many good narrative answers to this question, explaining how judges can
achieve some control. Judicial review was invariably mentioned and explained reasonably
well. There were good accounts of ultra vires and the importance of the Human Rights Act.
However, there remained too many candidates who believed the European Convention is
administered by the European Union. The Freedom of Information Act was also mentioned,
although references to the expenses scandal were not strictly relevant to the question.
The strongest aspect of typical answers was an understanding of parliamentary sovereignty
and its significance in this area. Many weaker candidates were under the impression that
judges can overturn a Westminster Statute. Strong candidates, indeed, pointed out that,
where primary legislation is concerned, the judges may influence law-makers but have no
power over them.
The main weakness was a failure to deploy relevant examples, of which plenty are
available. Many did refer to Belmarsh but too few could go beyond this. There was also a
common failure to evaluate sufficiently. Many could, indeed, demonstrate the importance
of parliamentary sovereignty in this regard, but too few could go any further than this. In
particular, not many candidates were able to point out that judges cannot be as proactive as
they are in some other systems.
To achieve a level 3 mark, candidates needed to include at least three pieces of evidence,
with at least one from both sides of the argument. These pieces of evidence needed to be
well-explained and analysed.
To achieve a level 2 mark, candidates needed to deploy at least two pieces of evidence,
well-explained. These needed to show some balance between both sides of the argument.
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Part (a)
The nature of the rule of law is correctly identified and it is placed well in context by
referencing it to prerogative powers. This gives the response all five marks.

Part (b)
Four examples are clearly identified of how independence is maintained. This makes the
response clearly level 3 for Assessment Objective 1, especially as the responses are
from both the source and the candidate’s own knowledge. Full marks were awarded for
Assessment Objective 2, because each method is explained, demonstrating how it can
create independence.

Part (c)
This has the great strength of being evaluative. The limitations on the power of the
judiciary are well-balanced against the nature of those powers. The section of the
significance of constitutionality is especially effective. There is a good range of powers
described and it is clear how these affect government.
It is not a very well-written answer and so loses a little on Assessment Objective 3, but
this deficiency is off-set, especially in Assessment Objective 2, as a result of the strong
evaluation. Under Assessment Objective 1, it is clear that the candidate not only knows
several judicial powers, but also understands them and their significance.
The candidate avoids the common problem of overstating the judiciary’s powers.
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Examiner Tip

Examiner Comments

All these answers are very clearly expressed
and focused on the question. Each piece of
knowledge or evidence is well-explained.

Always try to place your answer in the context of
modern government and politics. It is not enough
merely to identify relevant points. Each point
should be explained, including the consequences
of various features of government and politics.
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Question 3
This was generally answered well. Many candidates were able to refer to at least four
examples of constitutional reform. There was also an encouraging amount of evaluation.
For example, devolution was the commonest reform described and most candidates
understood that this did not represent a transfer of sovereignty. Possibly more candidates
should have identified which powers have been devolved and which have not, evaluating
how significant they are. This kind of knowledge may become more essential as the issues
of Scottish independence and devolution max emerge in the next few years. That said,
many candidates pointed out that the devolved powers could be reclaimed.
The Human Rights Act was also frequently mentioned to good effect, although, here again,
too few examples were deployed. Some very strong responses referred to the Freedom of
Information Act, demonstrating that it makes governing more difficult.
Reform of the House of Lords did present problems. There was too little effective
evaluation of the limited reforms. Clearly, reform has given more authority to the Lords.
They have become more independent and active, making governing difficult, especially
under coalition. Rather too many candidates seemed to think the Lords has already
been extensively reformed – this is mere speculation and was not relevant. Similarly, a
significant minority of candidates discussed the AV debate at length, although this was
not significant to this question. There was also too little reference to reforms under the
coalition, with the exception of the issue of fixed terms. Many stated that fixed terms may
cause problems for governments, but too many failed to explain why.
Despite the generally good quality of answers, it is worrying that too many candidates treat
government and the Prime Minister as interchangeable, some suggesting that the Prime
Minister is the government and develops all legislation. Clearly, the Prime Minister is the
key figure in government, but candidates ought to differentiate between the collective entity
of government and the individuality of the Prime Minister.
On another positive note, it could be said that the way in which these longer essays were
constructed was good, generally. They had coherent introductions and conclusions and
a logical flow. This made answers easier to mark and plenty of marks under Assessment
Objective 3 were awarded.
In order to achieve a level 3 mark, candidates needed to describe at least three examples
of constitutional reform. There also needed to be good balance between the ways in which
government has lost power as well as examples of how and why it has not lost power.
In order to achieve a level 2 mark, candidates needed to discuss at least two examples
of constitutional reform, each one analysed to some extent, in terms of its effect on
government power.
This is a good example of an answer that contains a wide range of examples of reform. It
has a fault under Assessment Objective 1, in that the impacts of the reforms are not fully
explained, but the choice of reforms is good.
It also evaluates each of the reforms. Perhaps the evaluations are not deep enough, but
there are some relevant comments made for each. Possibly the issue of referendums is not
dealt with well, especially as the AV referendum is used to no good effect. The discussion of
devolution is accurate, but does not have quite enough depth.
The essay has a good structure, with logical development. The candidate had an afterthought concerning the Constitutional Reform Act and correctly added it at the end, clearly.
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It achieves level 3 on all three Assessment Objectives, but at the low end, because:
•

the explanations are a little too brief

•

the evaluations are not well-developed

•

there is not sufficient political vocabulary to be at the top of Assessment Objective 3.
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Examiner Comments

A very solid level 3 response, with
possibly a lack of development all round.

Examiner Tip

Make sure you have a coherent
structure, with a meaningful
introduction and a logical conclusion.

Question 4
There were many good answers to this question, probably because evaluations of prime
ministerial power have become central elements of teaching programmes. There were still
insufficient examples being used, but there was, on the whole, strong awareness of theories
about prime ministerial power, such as those of Foley or Hennessy.
Many candidates successfully discussed such variable factors in power as parliamentary
majority size, the attitude of the media and the influence of world events. These were often
– and well – contrasted with permanent factors, such as the role of prerogative powers and
the position of the Cabinet.
The best answers compared theory with examples, discussing the experiences of Thatcher,
Blair, Major and Brown to good effect.
Examiners did not expect necessarily any material concerning Cameron and coalition,
but credited those who were able to analyse the Prime Minister’s position in a coalition.
However, as coalition is potentially a ‘one-off’ factor, it was not a central issue.
The main strength demonstrated was evaluation. Most candidates did attempt a cogent
comparison of strengths and weaknesses, showing how circumstances change frequently, as
well as personalities.
The main weakness among answers was a tendency to suggest that prime ministerial
power is in decline, in view of the experiences of Brown and Cameron. Such a conclusion is
based on only five years of political life and refers to a period when there are very unusual
circumstances – the financial crisis and the coalition. This led to some unbalanced answers.
As with question 3, most answers were well-constructed and had logical themes, welldeveloped. Those who did not achieve impressive marks were mostly lacking in Assessment
Objective 1 – knowledge and understanding – failing to deploy enough evidence to back
sound analysis.
To achieve a level 3 mark, candidates needed to discuss at least three examples of prime
ministerial powers. There also needed to be a good balance between evidence suggesting
Prime Ministers do have as much power as is often believed, and commonly identified
limitations to those powers.
To achieve a level 2 mark, candidates needed to discuss at least two examples of prime
ministerial power, with some discussion and analysis of each.
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Another example of a level three response. In this case the range of knowledge is not
great. Every point is relevant, but there is a lack of ‘theories’ of prime ministerial power.
This places the response on the border between level 2 and level 3 for Assessment
Objective 1.
It has two main strengths. The first is the structure, which is logical and contains a good
introduction and a sound conclusion. The structure gave it a level 3 mark for Assessment
Objective 3, especially as it was clearly expressed. The second is that every issue is
effectively, if perhaps briefly, evaluated. This gave it a level 3 mark for Assessment
Objective 2. Examples were used to some effect, though the Blair-Brown material was a
little unsure in terms of knowledge.
This demonstrates that a response can achieve a high mark, even if it is relatively short.
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Examiner Comments

The main strength of this answer is
evaluation. Not only does the answer
discuss prime ministerial power, it also
demonstrates that it has key limitations.

Examiner Tip

When the question asks for an evaluation, try
to make sure that you evaluate every aspect
of your answer, not just some aspects. Also
come to a firm conclusion, usually on one side
of the argument or the other.
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Paper Summary
The main areas that future candidates need to address appear to be the following:
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•

(a) part questions need more explanation, using the candidates' own knowledge, even
though features themselves are confined to the source

•

(b) part questions need more balance between the source material and the candidates'
own knowledge

•

the importance of evaluation for Part B essays should be re-emphasised

•

more examples and illustrations need to be used as evidence to support analysis and
argument.
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Grade Boundaries
Grade boundaries for this, and all other papers, can be found on the website on this link:
http://www.edexcel.com/iwantto/Pages/grade-boundaries.aspx
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