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Introduction
In this paper the candidates are required to answer questions in three different sections:

Question 1. A translation into German.

Question 2. A creative or discursive essay in German.

Question 3. A research-based essay in German.

Candidates are free to organise the time as they wish, although it should be remembered 
that the second and third questions are worth 90% of the marks available.

Under the mark scheme there is a maximum of 100 marks.

10 marks are awarded for the translation.

45 marks are awarded for the language essay.  10 marks for range of language, 5 marks 
for accuracy, 15 marks for understanding and response and 15 marks for organisation and 
development.

45 marks are awarded for the research-based essay.  30 marks for reading, research 
and understanding, 9 marks for organisation and development and 6 marks for quality of 
language.

The paper is marked positively, using the criteria and the mark scheme published in the 
specification.

The translation produced results similar to those in the previous year.  The marks of 0 or 10 
were rare although both did occur. 

The creative essay option was chosen by many candidates who seemed to be native German 
speakers.  Option 2a was a popular choice among candidates and 2c  was the least popular.

The discursive essay produced a wide range of responses, 2d and 2g being the most 
popular.  Most showed some or much knowledge of the topic and remembered to structure 
the essay correctly.  It should be noted that a discursive essay should cover both sides of 
the argument in a balanced way.  Essays which only discuss one side of the argument can 
only score a maximum of 9 for Response.  It is also not considered appropriate to include 
the personal viewpoint as part of the introduction.  This should be given once the two sides 
of the argument have been discussed.

The most popular choice for the research-based essay was once again Literature and Arts, 
followed by Geography, History and Modern society.  

This year in the geography option, chosen regions included London, Singapore and 
Peking.  One modern society essay was about the emancipation of women at the turn of 
the 19th century.  Rejected books included About a Boy, Twilight and a book by a Spanish 
author.  Films which could not be accepted included Schindler's List and The Reader.  It 
should be remembered that the latter, although based on a German novel and with a 
German co-production, was produced in English.  Only films originally made in German are 
acceptable.  The opposite applies to the book The Wave, an American publication, although 
the film Die Welle is appropriate.

Centres must note that is a requirement of the specification that candidates should only 
choose German language films or books as well as German-speaking regions.  The definition 
of modern German society is post 1990. 
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It should be noted that answers must be rooted in German Society;  essays which are not, 
will fail to score marks.

The following report, looking at each individual question, is intended to help centres to 
prepare for the examination in 2013.
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Question 1

All candidates attempt this question, which tests the knowledge and understanding of 
German grammar and the range of known vocabulary.  This year the translation was based 
on the problems of the homeless.

The translation is divided into 30 sections, which are given 1 mark each.  This mark is then 
divided by 3 to give a final mark out of 10.  Some sections are quite demanding, whilst 
others are straightforward.  This is done intentionally so that all abilities can score in this 
question.

1.	 Here there were quite a lot of incorrect versions.   In most cases Der was omitted. By 
far the most common answer was Winter ist.

2.	 This was often well-answered, although many wrote schwerige.

3.	 Some incorrect spelling here including besonderes and besondere and also sehr was 
quite common.

4.	 Many candidates scored the point.  Common errors included: für viele Obdachlosen 
and Heimatlose or Heimlose.

5.	 Virtually all candidates scored here, although several did write im Berlin.

6.	  Jugendliche was the most common answer;  a few lost the mark for Jugendlichen 
without the definite article, also acceptable were junge Menschen,  junge Leute etc. 

7.	 Only the strongest candidates scored this mark.  Several wrote wessen. 

8.	 sich kümmern um was the most commonly used verb and many candidates were 
unsuccessful with word order here.

9.	 There were many good answers but also many nicht länger and also a few nicht mehr 
länger.

10. 	 Some candidates gave the wrong preposition eg. für sie instead of um sie.

11.	 This was often well-answered, although a number missed the umlaut in müssen 
and schlaffen was quite common.

12.	 auf der Strasse was fairly common and also in den …

13.	 Some candidates did not know Hauptstadt and wrote Kapital instead.  deutschen was 
sometimes written with a capital D.

14.	 This was often well-answered as in the scheme, although a number of candidates failed 
to manipulate the word order successfully.

15.	 Most candidates knew gefährlich and many sein.  Extrem proved a challenge for 
many,  who usually answered sehr, so losing the mark.

16.	 This was one of the points answered most successfully.  A few lost the mark for Jan, 
wer and even Jan, die.

17.  Examiners saw quite a number of answers in the past tense eg. gelebt hat, and wohnt 
was quite common.

18.	 Usually well-answered, although several put im Park and in dem Park.  This is a 
translation, so in einem Park is essential.

19.	 für zehn Jahre was fairly common here and also a few zeit zehn Jahren.  The number 
as a digit was also common.
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20.	 The stronger candidates were able to score here.  Common mistakes included würde 
angegriffen. There were a few wurde geschlagen.  The imperfect passive was more 
common than the perfect passive.

21.	 Many good answers here, although also quite a few zweimals and zwei mal.

22.	 Weaker candidates were able to score here and most did.

23.	 bleiben was the most common error here.   Wohnen was quite uncommon with quite a 
few übernachten.

24.	 This was often well answered, Hostel and Jugendherberge were the most common 
answers from apparently non-native speakers. billigen was more common than 
preiswerten.

25.	 This was usually answered successfully, even by weaker candidates.

26.	 Here weaker candidates were able to score the point.

27.	 bekommt was fairly common and did not score the point. Leider was often known.

28.	 The most common error here was adding the s to Euro.  There were also a few Paar 
and several wenige.

29.	 This proved challenging for all but the most able candidates.  Many did not 
know indem.  Many wrote beim Verkauf and mit dem Verkauf.  There were quite a few 
successful uses of durch das Verkaufen… or durch den Verkauf…

30.	 Some candidates did have difficulty here. There were frequent references to Metro and 
Untergrund.  A few also wrote an der U-Bahn Station.
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This is an example of a translation which scored full marks; however, the candidate was 
unable to translate in der U-Bahn.

This is a very good piece of work.  All elements have been 
covered and the work translated directly.

Examiner Comments

Make sure you translate and do not transfer the 
meaning.  Even changing the into a will lose the mark.

Examiner Tip
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Here is a further example of an essay to gain full marks.

The candidate here has managed to get all of the grammatical structures 
being tested correct, such as indem, the relative pronoun, a passive 
construction and a subjunctive.  We can see this candidates is probably 
not a native German speaker because of the wrong use of bleiben.

Examiner Comments

Think about which grammatical structures the 
examiner may be trying to test.

Examiner Tip
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Question 2 (a)

This was the most popular of the creative essays.  It required the candidate to write a 
reasonably plausible essay based on a picture of a tram in a city, with the phrase An 
unforgettable tram journey begins. It is necessary to focus on the stimulus in order to gain 
the best marks.  The best answers described an adventure on the tram, such as the birth 
of a baby or, as is often the case with these essays, a robbery!  Less likely to score well 
were essays where the tram was merely the transport to somewhere else or were clearly 
not exciting enough to be unvergesslich.  Adventures on the S-Bahn or on a train were 
accepted.



10 GCE German 6GN04 01

This essay concentrates less on the actual tram journey and more on the 
attitude of the writer to his teacher towards tram rides.  It is acceptable 
because it mentions a tram journey, but it would seem more likely from 
the content that the writer would forget it, than the opposite!

Examiner Comments

Make sure that you make full use of the stimulus and 
do not simply make the picture or the instructions a 
side element of the essay.

Examiner Tip
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Question 2 (b)

This question required the candidate to create a story based on a border crossing and a 
bridge.  The stimulus suggests a possible escape from another country but this did not have 
to be the case.  The majority wrote about escaping from a former eastern European country 
or set it in the Second World War.

Essays which did not mention a frontier or a bridge were considered to have only partly 
understood the stimulus and consequently lost marks for response.

This is a very good example of an essay based on this stimulus.  It uses a wide range of 
appropriate vocabulary and adheres firmly to the stimulus.
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The essay adheres firmly to the stimulus, is exciting and well-written.  
It also mentions the major points of the border and the bridge.

Examiner Comments

Keep carefully to the stimulus.  Make such an essay 
exciting to read without becoming too unbelievable!

Examiner Tip
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Question 2 (c)

This question was the least popular of all those available in this section.  The candidates 
were expected to produce a newspaper article discussing the pros and cons of building new 
hotel rooms in the German Alps.

The few who chose this question produced generally good responses, although the major 
error was to forget to use the type of language to be found in a newspaper article.

Some other responses were more like a discursive essay or a one-sided response.

This is an average response with some good points.  The two sides of the argument 
could perhaps have been made by imaginary interviews with the mayor or environmental 
activists.
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This response covers the appropriate points concerning the building of 
the hotels but is not written in the correct register.  It may have been 
possible to imagine brief interviews with those involved.

Examiner Comments

If you choose this question it needs to be written 
as a newspaper article.

Examiner Tip
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Question 2 (d)

 Some candidates seemed so surprised that anyone might suggest that there should be no 
sports in school, that they forgot to consider the possible arguments for this stance.  Often, 
there was no introduction but an impassioned plea for sports lessons.  Some candidates, 
who wanted to write a balanced essay, found it difficult to find arguments against sports in 
schools.  

There were a few candidates who showed some imagination in their response: sports should 
be compulsory only in primary schools but there should be voluntary clubs in secondary 
schools/ young people should practise after school where they can choose which sports they 
want to do rather having to play the teachers’ favourite games, netball and football, all the 
time/ as there are so many overweight people around it would be more important to use the 
time to teach youngsters how to cook and eat healthily.  There are indeed many arguments 
against sport in schools which can be considered.

Remember not to write your personal opinion as part of the introduction.

This is a reasonable essay which has been planned correctly for what is expected of 
a discursive essay. The introduction is simple and general, not giving an opinion. The 
conclusion gives the candidate's opinion. The content is at times a little too simple and 
possibly some examples would have helped.
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This essay shows the candidate has thought 
about both sides of the argument and covered 
each side in a balanced way.

Examiner Comments
Make sure you plan the essay carefully with 
a general introduction, not an opinion. Follow 
the plan Einleitung, These, Antithese, Meinung, 
Schluss.

Examiner Tip
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Question 2 (e)

Candidates answering this question were expected to produce a balanced argument as to 
whether the United Kingdom should remain a member of the European Union.

Generally speaking, the more able candidates chose this question and it was probably the 
least popular of the discursive essay options.

There were some highly-informed essays on Europe, although some were rather superficial.  
Interestingly, all apart from one decided that Britain should remain a member of the EU.

This essay shows that the candidate has clearly thought about the pros and cons of the 
United Kingdom being part of the European Union and discussed them in a very balanced 
fashion.
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This candidate has written a very good response to this question.  
Both sides are discussed after a very good introduction.  There is 
also a very appropriate conclusion to finish.

Examiner Comments

This response can be used as a template for what 
is expected.  Try to use phrases to link ideas but 
not to excess.

Examiner Tip
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This essay again shows an example of some of the really excellent work produced for this 
question this year.
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This is another excellent well-balanced essay.

Examiner Comments

Use this one, too, as a template.

Examiner Tip
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Question 2 (f)

The candidates here had to write a balanced essay considering whether nuclear energy is 
likely to be an important contributor to our energy supplies in the future.

Most people who chose this essay had a good or even very good idea about this 
topic.  There were some mature arguments for and against nuclear energy, highlighting the 
advantages and problems and evaluating them against renewable energy sources and/or 
fossil fuels. 

Here is an essay which looks at the position of nuclear energy and includes much 
appropriate and well evaluated information.



GCE German 6GN04 01 25

This is a good essay which focuses well on the topic and produces 
a balanced argument.

Examiner Comments

Make sure you answer the question exactly and don't 
wander off into irrelevancies or waffle.

Examiner Tip
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Here is another very good essay on this topic.
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A good essay including references to events such as Chernobyl.  
It is well organised and well written.

Examiner Comments

Try to include references to events such as the closure of 
the German nuclear power stations. This backs up ideas.

Examiner Tip
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Question 2 (g)

Candidates were expected to write an essay about whether abortion can ever be justified.  
This main point was often missed and the essay was simply for and against abortion without 
answering this specific question.

This was probably the most popular discursive essay.

 Like the sports question, this produced a lot of personal opinions and emotional responses.  
There were many glaube ich and meiner Meinung nach throughout some essays, so all of 
it sounded as if it were the conclusion.  One essay started: Nach meiner Meinung finde ich, 
dass man Abtreibung niemals rechtfertigen kann und ich bin dieser Meinung weil ich der 
Meinung bin das nur God das Leben gibt und nur er nehmen darf.  

Many essays were either biased or considered the other stance only briefly.  

Most candidates felt that abortion should be allowed even if only in certain circumstances.  
There were some good essays here, too, but weaker candidates chose either this question 
or  2d. 

Here is quite a good, well balanced essay on the topic which scored well.
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This essay is well planned although it cannot be awarded top 
marks for response as it does not quite address directly, for 
example in the conclusion, the issue of justifying abortion.

Examiner Comments

Plan your essay carefully.

Examiner Tip
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Question 3 (a)

This question required the candidates to write about the importance of the geographical 
position of the chosen region. Unfortunately, it is not sufficient to write a 'tourist brochure' 
which often fails to address the question and leads the examiner to suspect that the 
candidate has actually done very little research before sitting the examination.

Once again, there were problems with the chosen region not being German-speaking.  
Acceptable countries and regions would be Germany, Austria, the German-speaking cantons 
of Switzerland, Luxemburg and Liechtenstein plus Suedtirol, Alsace or the Eupen region of 
Belgium.  Historically, German-speaking regions such as Ostpreussen or Oberschlesian now 
in Poland should not be chosen.

It is often considered that this is an easy option compared with the Literature and the 
Arts. This is far from the case and this question shows that a wide knowledge of the area 
is expected.  This topic is studied over a long period of time and thus it is considered 
appropriate to expect candidates to have acquired such detailed knowledge.

The best answers were able to explain why geographical features such as mountains 
or rivers were important, valleys suitable for the construction of railways or roads, the 
confluences of rivers or the presence of much forest suitable for recreation or industry.  The 
presence of coal and the establishment of industry was also mentioned.

Weaker candidates often wrote some very basic factual inaccuracies, such as Berlin being 
in southern Germany and Bavaria being a city.  Some candidates seemed to believe 
that London is a German-speaking city!

This is a very good example of an essay on this topic which shows a wide knowledge of 
the region.  It includes facts and statistics which are not simply mentioned out of context 
but support the idea that the development of the city is due to its geographical position.
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This essay would achieve a very high mark.  It addresses the 
question fully and discusses how important the geographical 
position of the city is.   Transport, tourism, physical geography 
etc are all very relevant here.

Examiner Comments

Be sure to research fully and address the whole 
question.  Never write a tourist leaflet!

Examiner Tip
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This essay, in contrast, shows very little evidence of research or background reading.  It is 
likely that the chosen town is too small to be appropriate for this examination.  There are no 
statistics used to support the work and very little evaluation is evident.
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This essay will not score as highly as the previous one.  It is too 
factual and the candidate does not address fully the importance of the 
geographical position for the people.  Ideas are very few and this is 
mostly simple factual information.  Background reading would not have 
been needed to produce this.

Examiner Comments

Be sure to address the evaluative element of the 
question.  Also be sure to choose a city or region big 
enough to require detailed research.

Examiner Tip
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Question 3 (b)

This question required the candidates to discuss the changes in every-day life for the people 
in the period of history chosen.

The majority of candidates chose a period in the 20th century, which gave many 
opportunities to exploit this question.  The better essays described in detail how life 
changed for example between January 1933, when the Nazis came into power, 1935 and the 
introduction of the Nuremberg Laws.  Another period would be between November 1989 and 
the turn of the decade.

Some essays tried to cover too wide a period which did not allow for more than a superficial 
response, whereas others did not focus significantly on the Alltagsleben.

Although the vast majority chose a period in the 20th century, there were some good essays 
on the reformation and German unification in 1871.

This essay chooses to write about the changes which occurred in the GDR. The essay title is 
a little too ambitious and the candidate has tried to cover too much in the answer.  It would 
have been better to have covered a shorter period of time, possibly the period around 
August 1961.
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This is clearly a good period to choose to answer 
this question.  The essay has some good statistical 
information to support the points made and shows good 
research.  It does, however, tend to jump around a little 
and lacks a certain amount of organisation.

Examiner Comments

Try not to cover too broad a period 
of time.  Do not write an essay which 
becomes too superficial.

Examiner Tip
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This essay is not quite as good as it lacks much evidence of evaluation. It is generally 
speaking too factual.
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A similar essay but this is far too general with little 
to back up and evaluate the information given.

Examiner Comments

Don't generalise, back everything up!

Examiner Tip
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Question 3 (c)

Candidates were expected to choose a social event in modern German-speaking society, 
which has had an influence on society.

This was, without doubt,  the least popular option.  Once again, this year some candidates 
chose events which were not appropriate, for example events which took place at the 
beginning of the 19th century or even general topics such as abortion.  The latter, of 
course, just became a discursive essay and failed to score as it did not begin to answer 
the question.  However, examiners will try to match responses to the questions as far as 
possible.

The most popular choices were based on the European Football Championships in Austria 
and Switzerland or the World Cup in Germany.  Examiners did expect essays on the social 
changes caused by immigration or the effect of rising unemployment in the ex GDR.  These 
were few and far between.

This is an example of an essay on the implications of the wearing of the headscarf by 
Muslim women living in Germany.
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This is a good essay but could probably have been 
written with very little reading or research. It would 
have scored even better had there been specific 
examples from Germany or Switzerland where the 
wearing of the headscarf became controversial.

Examiner Comments

Be sure to include examples to support 
your answer and also to show reading 
and research.

Examiner Tip
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Question 3 (d)

Candidates who chose this question were expected to discuss the development of one 
character from their chosen book, film or play.  Many did this very well, although the weaker 
candidates simply told the story.

The most popular works offered wide opportunities to choose characters with an interesting 
development, such as Wiesler in Das Leben der Anderen, Ill in Der Besuch der alten Dame, 
Alex in Good Bye Lenin, Tim in Die Welle or Michael in Der Vorleser.

The literature essays were mainly on Der Besuch der alten Dame or Der Vorleser.  There 
were a few on Ich fühl mich so fifty-fifty and just one or two on the following: Andorra, Der 
Richter und sein Henker, Das Versprechen,  Die verlorene Ehre der Katharina Blum, Damals 
war es Friedrich, Die Verwandlung, and Die Entdeckung der Currywurst.  However, most 
essays were on Good Bye Lenin or Das Leben der Anderen.   A few  were about the film Die 
Welle or Sophie Scholl.

On the whole, candidates writing about Das Leben der Anderen were better informed about 
the meaning of their film than those who had chosen Good Bye Lenin.  There is humour 
and irony in Good Bye Lenin  but as the question was about development it was possibly 
easier to show this using Wiesler rather than Alex.  Some people used Christiane Kerner 
as the person who developed most, which was not a good idea unless they followed her 
development since before her husband had left.

In Der Besuch der alten Dame some chose the Bürgermeister and many wrote a very good 
essay.  Others thought Claire had developed a lot but this only works if they take her past 
into account, as she does not develop between her arrival and the end of the play.  There 
were a few good and even very good essays on Ill and one fairly successful one about the 
development of the Güllener.  On the other hand, some resorted to telling the story rather 
than answering the questions.

Der Vorleser produced a variety of essays but mainly good answers and even one or two 
excellent ones, both on Michael and Hanna.

There was a number of good essays on Die Welle, other works' success being mixed.

This essay is written about the book About a boy!

This essay would unfortunately not score 
anything as it is based on an English novel.

Examiner Comments

Never ever choose a book or film not originally 
written or produced in German!

Examiner Tip
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Here is a good response to the question based on Der Besuch der alten Dame and the 
character Ill.
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This is a well-planned essay, which immediately answers the 
question and does not waste words telling the plot.  A good choice 
of character and the development is well-explained.

Examiner Comments

Answer the question carefully and make sure you 
evaluate.  Include a conclusion.

Examiner Tip
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Here is a further example of an essay based on Der Vorleser and the character Michael.
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Quite a good attempt here to discuss the development 
of Michael.  Many ideas and thoughts are presented 
although the conclusion is a little unclear.

Examiner Comments

Use quotations where appropriate and 
relevant.

Examiner Tip
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Paper Summary
The team of examiners would once again like to thank centres for the work they have 
done to support their A level students.  It is hoped that all candidates achieve the results 
they deserve. 

To conclude, the examination proved to be quite successful again this year, although 
possibly some questions required further study by some candidates. Centres are encouraged 
to  prepare their candidates fully for the examination.  

Teachers and candidates should have studied the specification carefully and also, if possible, 
the Research-based Essay Guidelines and the previous Examiner's Report.  These are easily 
accessible on the Edexcel website and further information can be found by using the Ask the 
Expert Service. 

It is hoped this report will help the candidates preparing for their examination in 2013 and 
the following points should be borne in mind.

1.	 Candidates may answer the examination questions in any order, whatever they feel 
most confident with.  Remember that the first question is only worth 10% of the 
marks, so do not spend too much time on it.

2.	 Look for the grammatical structures the examiner is testing on the translation.  There 
are likely to include a passive construction, a subjunctive, adjectival endings and 
numerous subordinate clauses every year.

3.	 Be sure you translate every word.  Leaving out something as simple as sehr will result 
in a lost mark.

4.	 This is a translation, so do not paraphrase.

5.	 Prepare for either a creative essay or a discursive essay.  Do not decide on the day of 
the examination.

6.	 If choosing the creative option, candidates need to make full use of the stimulus.  It 
should be the main focus of the essay, not merely an after-thought.

7.	 Discursive essays must be balanced, with both sides of the argument given a 
similar amount of consideration.  The candidate's opinion should not be part of the 
introduction.

8.	 A very significant amount of reading and research is essential to score highly in the 
research-based essay.  This should be incorporated into the response.

9.	 If choosing the geographical studies option, choose a large city such as Berlin or a 
region such as Bayern.  Small towns and villages will not provide enough scope.

10.	 If choosing the Literature and Arts option, beware of narrating the plot.  Remember to 
evaluate and use quotations if possible.

It is hoped that this report is of some assistance to both candidates and tutors.  Thank you 
to all who made the 2012 examination successful.
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Grade Boundaries
Grade boundaries for this, and all other papers, can be found on the website on this link:

http://www.edexcel.com/iwantto/Pages/grade-boundaries.aspx
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