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Introduction
In this paper the candidates are required to answer questions in three different sections:
a) A translation into German
b) A creative or discursive essay in German
c) A research based essay in German
The whole paper lasts 2 and a half hours and candidates are free to choose how they
organise their time. Feedback from teachers suggests that some advise their students to
work backwards through the paper but this is entirely the choice of centres. Certainly the
balance of marks suggests that it is sensible to give plenty of time to questions 2 and 3.
Candidates performed better on the translation this year. Less emphasis was placed
on accurate punctuation and certain restructuring of the English was accepted. A small
number of students attained full marks on this question. More details can be found in the
appropriate section in the report.
Discursive essays were more popular than the creative option although the latter was often
chosen by native German speakers.
The most popular option for the Research Based Essay was the literature and the arts
option, followed by geography, history and then modern German society. The word limit
again caused few problems and there were a number of very impressive essays. However,
the problem with non appropriate choices of books was worse this year. Choices included
London and Delhi for geography, Mahatma Gandhi for history, the foundation of the
Bundeswehr for modern Germany and books, plays and films such as Harry Potter, Twilight,
King Kong and Moliere in the literature and arts option. Candidates need to be fully aware
that this section has to be researched and that only German related topics are acceptable.
This is very clearly stated in the specification.
Candidates should be reminded to put a cross in the appropriate option box for questions
2 and 3. This did not always happen. Some candidates even interpreted Geschichte in
question 3 b) to mean story and consequently wrote a story about a famous person.
The paper is marked positively using the criteria and mark grids published in the
specification. A separate detailed mark scheme is produced for the translation, which divides
it up into 30 sections.
Under the mark scheme there is a maximum of 100 marks.
Section A: 10 marks
Section B: 45 marks, 10 for range of language, 5 for accuracy of language, 15 for
understanding and response and 15 for organisation and development.
Section C: 45 marks, 30 for reading, research and understanding, 9 for organisation and
development and 6 for quality of language.
Candidates may not take any texts, reference books or dictionaries into the examination
room. However, some of the best essays for the RBE contain appropriate quotes to support
arguments made by the candidate.
The following report will look at each question in turn with some examples and should help
centres to prepare for the exam in 2012.
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Question 1
This question was attempted by all candidates with varied levels of success. In order to
do well in this section, candidates need to have a wide knowledge of German grammar
as well as a good range of vocabulary. The topics covered by the specification will have a
connection to the translation - in this case the history of Germany - but these are of course
very wide.
It was quite surprising that the term DDR was not widely known, even amongst some native
speakers, as well as wiedervereinigen.
Some sections of the translation enabled even the weakest candidates to gain some marks.
Sections such as 'they were', 'were glad' and 'however' invariably gained marks. It was also
very pleasing to see that centres have been practising the conditional perfect construction
with 'wenn', which was translated correctly by the majority of students. The sections which
caused the greatest difficulty were 'with such pretty villages and amazing countryside', and
'needed to be improved'. Few were able to produce the correct adjectival endings or dative
plural and the passive construction was not well handled.
If a student had correctly rendered 'verbessert werden musste' but had then forgotten
a comma, the mark was still given. 'Kurz nach der Wiedervereinigung' was accepted for
'shortly after it had been reunified'.
Marks were lost for careless omission of key words. Examples of this were candidates
forgetting 'sehr' when translating 'very interesting' or using 'ist' to translate 'was'.
Candidates should look carefully at the English before translating.
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Question 2 (a)
This question was a popular choice with native speakers.
The picture should be used as part of the stimulus but the key to achieving the higher
marks was 'den ich nie vergessen werde'. For this reason an essay about a fairly ordinary
day out to the zoo would not score quite so highly for imagination. It was not absolutely
essential to include a reference to a polar bear although most did.
A number of candidates who recognised Knut did not score so well because they actually
wrote almost a newspaper report about the real Knut's story. Others produced a story which
included visiting Knut which scored better.
The highest scoring essays involved believable stories about a visit to the zoo including
being able to handle a baby monkey, or seeing a particular animal for the first time.

This is an example of a typical response.
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Examiner Comments

This is a good example of a response to this
question. However, it did not achieve top marks
as it lacks a bit of sparkle and seems somewhat
pedestrian. A little more creativity and excitement
would have helped. There is nothing really which
would suggest this visit will never be forgotten.

Examiner Tip

Be as creative and imaginative as possible without becoming
too extreme. Try to use many appropriate adjectives.
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Some inaccurate language here means communication breaks down. Possibly the candidate
wanted to be amusing but mistakes hindered this.
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Examiner Comments

This essay appears to involve a polar bear,
although the candidate was unfamiliar
with the German word, and has been
a little over creative. It contains many
crossings out indicating that planning could
have been a bit better.

Examiner Tip

Try not to be overdramatic. It may mean that
you get so involved with the story you make
a lot of grammatical mistakes.
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Question 2 (b)
As with question 2a, this creative essay was chosen by a large number of native German
speakers.
Candidates produced some very imaginative stories and often very amusing pieces of
writing. Many met the person who became their husband or wife. Others met members of
the family for the first time and predictably others were involved in a robbery or shoot out.

The beginning of the essay here is not clear. This is a fairly pedestrian response and
confusing at times.
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Examiner Comments

Although this is a satisfactory response the
story is rather confusing and this affects
the mark for organisation.

Examiner Tip

Begin the essay clearly. Make sure your story ﬂows logically.
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This is an amusing response to the stimulus and well written.

Examiner Comments

This is an essay of above average standard and
is written in an amusing and appropriate style.

Examiner Tip

Use lots of adjectives and descriptions in such an essay.
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Question 2 (c)
This question was the least popular of the options in question 2.
However, those who did choose it mostly did a very good job. It is important that this option
is written as a newspaper report with the appropriate style and most did this.
Errors were made, for example a candidate who tried to write a discursive style essay about
the pros and cons of a robot doing the housework. Another wrote about having such a
machine at home.

The stimulus is well integrated in the work presented by the candidate.
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Examiner Comments

This is a very good example of the sort of
reply anticipated, written as a newspaper
article and giving information with questions
about the use of such a robot.

Examiner Tip

If this is chosen as an option remember the
importance of style and structure.
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Question 2 (d)
The question about money ruling the world was chosen by a fair number of candidates and
mostly the responses were of a good quality.
The responses focused on capitalism and the events which led to the credit crunch and
the economic collapse as well as the lack of concern for money by many living in poverty
in the developing world. Some weaker essays only discussed one side of the argument or
simply wrote about the British obsession, particularly amongst the young, with shopping.
However, good points were made about shopping centres becoming almost like churches as
well as the current issues with the press and financial rewards.

This candidate makes an attempt to answer the question but tends to go off at a tangent
and there is no real clear structure here.
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Examiner Comments

The essay does not show a clear understanding
of the implications of the question.

Examiner Tip

Plan your essay carefully.
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Question 2 (e)
This question was a popular choice and the candidates who chose it usually had strong
opinions about the results of a public ban on smoking.
The greatest mistake made was to write about smoking per se rather than a smoking ban
as set down in the question. This led to a significant loss of marks for understanding of the
question.
Otherwise, candidates discussed the results of the ban in Ireland and since then in Britain
as well as the inclination in parts of Germany such as Berlin to ignore a ban. The fact that
many people will just continue to smoke at home was also discussed.

Generally this essay is of a good quality.
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Examiner Comments

This essay has a paragraph with information for
and against the idea that a public smoking ban
works together with the opinion of the candidate.
It is not ﬂawless but is a competent response.

Examiner Tip

Make sure your essay has an appropriate
introduction and conclusion.
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Question 2 (f)
This was probably the most popular question in this section of the paper. It included some
very strong responses as in the example below but there were also some very weak ones.
The poorer ones simply focused on why it is a good idea to have a mobile phone or simply
what it is possible to do when one owns a particularly upmarket phone.
The stronger responses balanced the arguments, discussing the useful nature of having a
phone to keep in touch or for teenagers to contact parents, as well as the fact that many
young people spend too long on the phone. Possible medical issues were also discussed by
the higher scoring candidates.

This candidate responds very well to the issue about whether people need a mobile phone
or not.
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Examiner Comments

This is another very good response to the
question, well balanced and well argued.

Examiner Tip

Focus at all times on the question.
Do not drift away from it.
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Question 2 (g)
This question was less popular than 2e or 2f but at the same time produced some of the
best essays in the whole section.
It could be argued that it may be difficult to balance the argument here, with
most candidates believing the study of History is necessary and indeed one or two
candidates did fall into this trap. However, the vast majority were able to mention points
such as the need to live for the present or a distorted view of History some people have, for
example, resulting in a negative attitude towards Germany by many British people.
The obvious reasons for studying History, such as learning from past mistakes, as well as
the obvious pleasure gained from the subject, were clearly expressed.

This essay shows how this question can be dealt with effectively in a discursive essay.
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Examiner Comments

This candidate clearly believes passionately
in History as a subject we should all learn but
manages to discuss why this may not be the
opinion of everybody.

Examiner Tip

Even when you have strong feelings for one side of
an argument make sure you cover both sides equally
before coming to your own conclusion.
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Question 3 (a)
As last year, this was the second most popular question in Section C after the Literature and
Arts option.
The same problems occurred this year as last regarding the choice of region. It states
clearly in the specification and in the RBE guidelines that the region must be German
speaking. This means in general the five main German speaking countries - Germany,
Austria, Switzerland, Luxemburg and Liechtenstein. We would also accept the Suedtirol
region of Italy, the Eupen region of Belgium or Alsace. French or Italian speaking cantons of
Switzerland such as Vaud or Ticino are not acceptable.
Inappropriate choices of regions this year included London, Sydney and New York.
The best responses to this question gave information about the industries in the town or
region plus statistics about them and their importance for the economy. Candidates would
also discuss the advantages and possible disadvantages for the local population and the
reasons for those industries in that area. Tourism was accepted as an example of industry.
Weaker responses just related examples of the industry without exploring why these
particular industries exist as well as the importance of them for the region.

This answer covers all the required points, choosing an appropriate region and discussing
the industry beyond simple facts.
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Examiner Comments

This is a well written and planned essay
which contains information as to why
certain industry grew in Bremen and why
the industries are important.

Examiner Tip

Be sure to support your information
with evidence and examples as well as
answering the second more evaluative
part of the question.

Here is a less successful response.

Examiner Comments

This is a section from an essay which simply
narrates information without exploring the
importance of it. This tells us nothing about why
the airports are advantageous for Bavaria.
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Examiner Tip

Always evaluate.

Question 3 (b)
This question produced some very good answers but once again some people from history
were chosen who were simply unsuitable for this exam. Examples of this included Mahatma
Gandhi and Mao Tse-Tung.
It was quite feasible that one of the chosen people was not German but it was essential
that the contribution of whoever was chosen was discussed with relation to his or her
contribution to German history. A good example of this would be Gorbachev in the late
eighties or Winston Churchill during the war.
Although the question said Persönlichkeiten, examiners accepted essays about one person.
This included a very good piece of writing about Martin Luther.
Far and away the most popular person was Adolf Hitler. However, it was pleasing to see
essays about people outside the Nazi era such as Erich Honecker, Bismarck and Maria
Theresia.
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This is an example of a poor response. This merely relates the life story of Hitler in brief
without any evaluation or support for the information given.

Examiner Comments

This response is very weak. It is not sufficient
just to write anything you know about Hitler.
This does not answer the question and is
limited on the marks it can score.
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Examiner Tip

Be sure to answer the question
properly. Simply narrating the life
story of a person will not suffice.

This candidate's response is better although far from perfect. It does show that some
research has been undertaken.

Examiner Comments

An indication is given at the end by
this candidate as to why von Braun is
important in this period of history.

Examiner Tip

Support your research via a small
biography, quotations within the
body of the essay or footnotes.
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Question 3 (c)
This question was the least popular in Section C.
There is a misunderstanding amongst some centres about this option. It is clearly stated
in the specification that the option covers social, cultural and political issues in modern
German society. This means that all of these areas need to be covered as any of these
may be tested in the exam. Many candidates seem to have chosen one specific topic such
as Ausländerfeindlichkeit or Abtreibung which is not sufficient and may well not match the
question. This happened again this year and examiners struggled to match the response
to anything within the question. This is also the section where evidence of research can
be lacking. Some essays could have been written without any research and simply from a
personal viewpoint. It should also be remembered as stated in the RBE guidelines that in
German we understand modern German society to be post 1990. Some candidates wrote
about the fall of the wall which actually falls outside this period. However, we did accept
these essays. Good topics chosen were the end of Wehrpﬂicht, the decision to stop nuclear
power, the election of Angela Merkel and the introduction of Harz IV.

This is an example of an unfocused response where the candidate has probably not
prepared as much as necessary.

Examiner Comments

This is not modern Germany and is not really
relevant at all to the title of the question.
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Examiner Tip

Ensure you cover the whole specification
to avoid a question you cannot answer.

This response is also very poor and will be limited on the marks it can score despite the
language being of a good quality.

Examiner Comments

It is very difficult to see how this essay
responds to the question about a political event.

Examiner Tip

Do not choose just one topic to study.
This question requires in depth research.
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Question 3 (d)
This was the most popular question in Section C and certain books, plays and films remain
particularly popular. Films have taken over as the most popular medium.
In films, 'Lola rennt' has become less popular, and now the two most common choices are
'Das Leben der Anderen' and 'Good Bye Lenin'. Some very pleasing and interesting essays
were produced on these films. Other films covered included 'Crazy', 'Die Welle' and 'Der
Untergang'. Unfortunately, 'King Kong', 'Twilight' and 'Harry Potter' which were all chosen
are not acceptable and neither is the American film 'The Reader'. Plays chosen included
'Mutter Courage', 'Der gute Mensch von Sezuan' and 'Der Besuch der alten Dame'. Novels
were rarely chosen but by far the most common were 'Der Vorleser' and 'Ich fühle mich so
fifty-fifty'.
The best responses chose two clearly important characters and discussed the development
of their relationship. Weaker ones related the plot or wasted words by giving a long
introduction to the characters. Having said that, the word count did not seem to create too
many problems again this year.

This candidate discusses the relationship between Benni and Janosch in the film 'Crazy'. The
candidate succcessfully explains the importance of the relationship and how it develops
through the film.
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Examiner Comments

This is a good response to the question and goes
well beyond simply telling the story about the film.

Examiner Tip

Support your arguments with examples
and quotations.
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This is a response to the play 'Mutter Courage'. The candidate clearly knows the play
and responds to the question but it needs a little more support.

Examiner Comments

This is a good response but it lacks
quotations to back up arguments.
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Examiner Tip

Be careful not to relate too
much of the plot.

Paper Summary
To conclude, the examination proved to be successful again this year and possibly
somewhat more accessible for all candidates. It did become clearer however that it is
vitally important to be properly prepared. Teachers and students should have studied the
specification carefully and also if possible the Research Based Essay guidelines and the
previous examiner's report. When in doubt please make use of the Ask the Expert service.
The standards achieved by the students this year were often very impressive but with extra
advice and further preparation performance can be improved further. It is hoped this report
will help the candidates preparing  for their examination in 2012. The team of examiners
would like to thank centres for the work they have done to support their A level students.

GCE German 6GN04 01

39

Grade Boundaries
Grade boundaries for this, and all other papers, can be found on the website on this
link:
http://www.edexcel.com/iwantto/Pages/grade-boundaries.aspx
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