Examiners’ Report
June 2010

GCE German 6GN04

Edexcel Limited. Registered in England and Wales No. 4496750
Registered Office: One90 High Holborn, London WC1V 7BH

German 6GN04
ii

Edexcel is one of the leading examining and awarding bodies in the UK and throughout the world.
We provide a wide range of qualifications including academic, vocational, occupational and
specific programmes for employers.
Through a network of UK and overseas offices, Edexcel’s centres receive the support they need to
help them deliver their education and training programmes to learners.
For further information, please call our GCE line on 0844 576 0025, our GCSE team on 0844 576
0027, or visit our website at www.edexcel.com. If you have any subject specific questions about
the content of this Examiners’ Report that require the help of a subject specialist, you may find
our Ask The Expert email service helpful.
Ask The Expert can be accessed online at the following link:
http://www.edexcel.com/Aboutus/contact-us/

Alternatively, you can speak directly to a subject specialist at Edexcel on our dedicated [subject]
telephone line: [telephone number]

ResultsPlus is Edexcel’s free online tool that offers teachers unrivalled insight into exam
performance.
You can use this valuable service to see how your students performed according to a range of
criteria – at cohort, class or individual student level.

•
•
•
•

Question-by-question exam analysis
Skills maps linking exam performance back to areas of the specification
Downloadable exam papers, mark schemes and examiner reports
Comparisons to national performance

For more information on ResultsPlus, or to log in, visit www.edexcel.com/resultsplus.
To set up your ResultsPlus account, call 0844 576 0024

June 2010
Publications Code xxxxxxxxxxxxxxxx
All the material in this publication is copyright
© Edexcel Ltd 2010

German 6GN04
1

Introduction
General Comments
In this paper candidates are required to answer questions in three different sections:
a)

A translation into German worth 10 marks

b)

A creative or discursive essay in German worth 45 marks

c)

A research based essay in German worth 45 marks.

The whole paper is attempted in 2 hours 30 minutes and candidates are free to choose how they
organise their time, although it is recommended that timing is organised to correspond to the
number of marks awarded to each question. It was noted that some candidates appeared to have
worked backwards through the paper, attempting the Research Based Essay first and finishing
with the translation. This is perfectly acceptable if candidates wish to do this.
There appeared to have been little problem with the word limit in the Research Based Essay.
Most candidates were aware of the need to restrict the number of words to 270 and only a small
percentage wrote significantly too many words. However, many candidates still related the plot
in the Literature question or wrote about other aspects of a region rather than tourism, and thus
wasted valuable words possibly resulting in a lower mark for organisation.
The paper is marked positively, using the criteria and mark grids published in the Specification. A
separate detailed mark scheme has been produced for the translation.
Under this mark scheme there is a maximum of 100 marks, 10 for section A, 45 for Section B
divided into 10 for range of language, 5 for accuracy, 15 for content and 15 for organisation. In
Section C 45 marks are subdivided into 30 for content, 9 for Organisation and Development, and
6 for Quality of Language.
In addition a Mark Scheme is produced relating to each Section B question suggesting the points
which may be contained in the essay. Not all these points will necessarily have to be covered to
achieve the highest marks.
A significant number of native speakers sat this exam, in the main their use of idiom, complex
grammar structures and lexis was very good. However, it is not the case that they necessarily
achieved the highest marks. Many native speakers, for example, were careless with punctuation
in the translation or paraphrased rather than translated. In the Research Based Essay there was
sometimes a noticeable lack of research. Students who were not native speakers were recognised
due to the frequency of the inaccuracies they made grammatically, basic sentence construction
and limited linguistic range. However, very few students constructed sentences that were so
inaccurate that comprehension was severely affected.
Candidates are not permitted to take any texts, topic reference books or dictionaries into the
examination. However, some of the best essays contain appropriate quotes to support the views
of the candidate.
Centres should note that the amount of space provided in the booklet for answers, is more than
we would expect candidates to use, not a recommendation of the amount candidates should
write.
The approach to individual questions on the different topics is considered in this report. An
example from a candidate’s response in the examination is given for each question.
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Question 1
The vast majority of candidates completed this question. There was a tendency for candidates
to paraphrase when they did not know the exact translation, for example den Bus zu nehmen.
Candidates did not pay enough attention to accuracy in matters such as punctuation and capital
letters for nouns. Examples of careless errors which might have been avoided include ‘had told’
which was frequently translated in the perfect tense. ‘wondered’ was frequently translated as
‘wunderten’ and ‘feel’ was not reflexive.
The translation, had a variety of expressions testing the different ability levels of the candidates.
There were marks given across the board. Most candidates usually managed to render ‘mehr
Sport’, ‘viel besser’, ‘Ich werde … essen’, and ‘und … joggen’ correctly which meant that
they were able to score a point or two. For higher achievers the most difficult items included
‘gemacht werden koennte’ where many were unable to render the verb form or the passive
correctly. Adjectival endings and correct cases are still the most difficult part of the translation
whereas word order and tenses can often be used correctly. Very few candidates had major
vocabulary problems, which was very pleasing.
The translation is not an exercise in paraphrasing. For example, a passive construction needs to
be translated using a passive construction, not converted into an active construction with ‘man’.
Punctuation is also important and candidates must remember to use commas and full stops
correctly.
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Examiner Comments
This candidate correctly produces the passive construction but loses
marks for missing the comma after gesagt in the first line and after
‘fragten sich’. The construction ‘den Bus zu nehmen’ is also not a direct
translation of ‘to travel by bus’.
A mark is also lost in the first line as the candidadte has used ‘haben’
rather than ‘hatten’.

Examiner Tip
Remember commas and full stops.
Translate directly, don’t paraphrase and
make sure you use the correct tense.
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Even more able candidates lost marks due to careless errors. In this example the candidate
clearly could have done much better but has lost marks because of missing punctuation, the
incorrect spelling of dass and wenn, the writing of dreimal as two words and an apostrophe in
Karins Eltern.

Examiner Comments
This is a fairly strong candidate who has lost a lot of marks through
carelessness. Simple punctuation errors and spelling mistakes could have
been avoided. Other parts of the translation indicate this candidate could
have achieved higher marks.

Examiner Tip
Watch out for the word ‘that’. Should it be translated using
‘das’ or ‘dass’?
Remember a comma before a subordinating conjunction.
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Capital letters are important, although it should be noted that a mistake of this kind is only
penalised once. This also applies to other punctuation errors, except umlauts.

Examiner Comments
This is a poor example and includes many unnecessary errors. Capital
letters are important and this candidate has ignored them. The transation
shows some promise in parts, such as the correct use of’ihr’ and therefore
this is disappointing.

Examiner Tip
Remember to use capital letters for all nouns!
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Question 2(a)
Many candidates ignored the image and constructed their answer round ‘die Polizei kommt an’
or, in a couple of cases, ‘Polizei’. This question was often attempted by native speakers, some of
whom were very creative. One candidate even had a talking police dog.
The question does state that the candidate should continue the story and sometimes this did
not happen. Marks were lost when the relevance of the story was only vaguely connected to
the picture. It was also felt that the picture did not suggest a violent police chase or something
similar and so the highest marks were awarded where candidates most accurately interpreted the
picture.
The highest scoring essays refer to the picture in the essay and include references to all the
characters seen. This candidate does that. The essay also uses some very good descriptive
vocabulary such as ‘weinend’ and ‘schockiert’.
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Examiner Comments
This is a very good response to the question although it could be argued
that the women in the picture do not look animated enough to match the
story. Nevertheless, the candidate shows plenty of imagination and reacts
well to the stimulus.

Examiner Tip
Study the stimulus carefully and try to include everything
relevant in the picture. Try to match the mood of the
picture. Use descriptive language.
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As mentioned previously the candidate must use the picture as the stimulus to write the essay.
This example appears to have chosen the title and then gone off completely at a tangent. There
is also no continuation of any story apparent.

Examiner Comments
This is a poor example of a response to this question. The candidate has
not made use of the stimulus and is limited on marks for content and
organisation. It is not a satisfactory response.

Examiner Tip
Make sure you refer to the stimulus. Do not go off at a tangent and write
an essay which has very little to do with the picture.
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Question 2(b)
The lottery story again was often chosen by native speakers who mostly narrated very
imaginative stories. The surprise element was mostly included in the stories. A problem was often
the lack of key vocabulary which sometimes partly impeded communication.
One issue was that the story should have been a continuation of the draw of the lottery numbers.
A number of essays related the story of that day rather than the consequences of the actual
draw.
A creative essay requires a candidate to use his or her imagination. This example shows exactly
that. Once again, the candidate uses an excellent range of vocabulary and manages to create an
atmosphere with words such as’Erstaunen’ and ueberwaeltigt’.
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Examiner Comments
This is an excellent response to the question. The candidate produces
the emotions that might be felt if he were to win the lottery and at the
same time writes an essay which is not far fetched. It has an imaginative
conclusion as the candidate wakes up from a dream!

Examiner Tip
Use your imagination without making the story seem far fetched.
Remember that you are expected to continue the story beyond the
stimulus you are given.
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Question 2(c)
This particular question was the least popular of the creative essay questions.
It would be expected that essays in response to this question would be written in the style of
a newspaper. This was generally ignored by those who chose it and it was usually a love story
without any clear content. The importance of the cultural differences between the German
husband and the Turkish wife were also often ignored as well as the mention of the hostility of
Leila’s family both before and at the wedding in Karlsruhe town hall.
If this option is chosen candidates need to read the question more carefully, consider its
implications and make sure the response is written as a newspaper report.
The stimulus which the candidate needs to study before answering the question is particularly
important here. This candidate appears to have ignored it completely and indeed it is not clear
at first whether this is a response to 2b) or 2c). The way in which a question like this should be
tackled as mentioned above appears to have been ignored.

Examiner Comments
This is a very poor response. The candidate has not written a
newspaper report and hardly mentions Leila and her husband.

Examiner Tip
Make sure you respond to the stimulus correctly!
Do not forget this is a newspaper article.
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In contrast this is a very good response. It uses the appropriate register and is relevant from the
outset. This candidate has clearly studied the question properly before beginning the response.

Examiner Comments
A very good response to the question which includes excellent vocabulary
and refers to the happy end to their relationship as well as the problems
it has encountered.

Examiner Tip
Make sure your writing is in the style of a newspaper report. Respond to
every aspect of the stimulus given in the question.
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Question 2(d)
The question about a common language was chosen by a considerable number of students. The
main arguments focused on which language to choose, loss of culture and traditions and loss
of jobs for language professionals. Arguments were generally quite balanced but sometimes
candidates failed to communicate their ideas clearly due to lack of key vocabulary and language
structures.
A discursive essay should be balanced and both sides of the argument discussed before a decision
is reached about which side of the argument is stronger. A good essay also includes a good
introduction and conclusion.
This candidate makes the mistake of beginning the essay with his opinion. This is not the style
which is expected. An appropriate introduction might include a few general thoughts about a
single language for Europe and maybe a couple of questions such as which language.

Examiner Comments
This candidate appears to have some ideas about this question but does
not organise the essay effectively. This means he may be limited on marks
for organisation.

Examiner Tip
Do not begin your discursive essay by stating your opinion. This will
come later in the essay. You should begin with an appropriate general
introduction.
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This candidate has produced a reasonable conclusion summing up quite well the content of the
essay.

Examiner Comments
A good conclusion which is fairly brief and snappy is important. This
candidate sums up his thoughts and ideas well and leaves us with a
question to ponder.

Examiner Tip
Structure your essay so you have an appropriate and relevant
conclusion.
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Question 2(e)
A considerable number of students presented very convincing and balanced arguments about this
question of holding the Olympic Games or not. Arguments focused mainly on funding problems,
potential security problems and transport/CO2 emissions. On the positive side benefits for long
term tourism and jobs, encouraging people to do more sport and exercise and contributing to
peace in the world were discussed. Some impressive language performances were found in these
essays, however a considerable number of candidates had good ideas but did not have the range
of language to express them appropriately.
The introduction to this essay is a bit brief but appropriate. It does suggest what the candidate is
going to write about and this does indeed follow on as expected in the next paragraph.

Examiner Comments
This is a good example of a response to this question. The candidate has
a short and snappy introduction, albeit a bit brief, and remains firmly
focused on the question.

Examiner Tip
Show in your introduction what the main themes of your essay are going
to be. Discuss each appropriate argument in turn.
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This is an example of a candidate who does not have many ideas. The essay does not seem
particularly well planned and the ideas do not flow naturally. The idea that it will improve racial
relations is not particularly a strong one and the conclusion is weak.

Examiner Comments
This candidate struggles a little to find the appropriate vocabulary and
consequently the arguments are rather weak. There are much more
important aspects of the question which could have been discussed.

Examiner Tip
Plan your essay and try to produce strong arguments which you can back up.
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Question 2(f)
This question was mainly approached from the point of view of the learning experience (or the
lack of it) between reading and viewing a movie. Health implications of spending too much time
in front of screens, cost and the social experience of going to the cinema were other points
raised. Some candidates did not fully grasp the idea of Verfilmungen being the cinematographic
rendition of works of literature. Instead, they discussed the problems of TV / film viewing
generally (including violence) versus reading in general.
This meant that quite a number of candidates lost marks as they had not understood the
implications of the question properly.
This is a mixed response. The candidate begins with a rather weak introduction which is not
entirely relevant to the title and is some general thoughts about hobbies and interests. In the
second paragraph it also becomes clear that the candidate has not grasped the implications of
the term Verfilmung.

Examiner Comments
At first sight this may have seemed a reasonably straightforward essay but this is not necessarily the
case. The candidate is not expected to discuss the pros and cons of films per se as opposed to books but
the adaptation of a book on to the screen. This will result in this essay losing marks for understanding.

Examiner Tip
Make sure that you understand exactly the implications of the question before you begin to answer it.
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Question 2(g)
This was probably the most popular of all the questions available in Section B. There were a
number of interpretations of the question and all of these were acceptable. The way that a
question is interpreted, as long as it still answers the question, is fine. One interpretation was
that immigration should be controlled and different nationalities should or should not stay within
their own boundaries. Another interpretation was that holidays should or should not be taken
abroad. There were some excellent essays but also some very weak ones which were too general
or which did not really answer the question.
This is an excellent response to this question and does not seem to have been written by a native
speaker as it contains some errors with adjective endings, for example. It has a very detailed and
appropriate plan and follows therefore a well organised structure.
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Examiner Comments
An excellent response. There is a short but very appropriate introduction, good
ideas expressed for and against the argument and after the candidate’s own
thoughts a good final conclusion. This essay is really a good example of what we
would hope A2 students might try to achieve.

Examiner Tip
Produce a plan and stick to it!
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Question 3(a)
This question was probably the second most popular option on Section C. However, it was
probably the question which produced the weakest responses. There were a significant number
of essays which showed no evidence of research and read mainly like a tourist brochure or a list
of places to visit in a particular region. The better essays would give important facts and figures
about the places of interest as well as balancing the information with the analysis as to what
extent tourism is important for the region. This second part of the question was all but ignored
by a not insignificant number of candidates. Quite a lot of candidates also wrote about regions
such as Manchester, Bournemouth, India and South Africa. All candidates should have been aware
that the Specification clearly states the chosen region must be German speaking. As this Unit
requires a significant amount of research during the A2 year it is surprising that this mistake has
been made. Such responses of course do not fulfil the criteria demanded by the exam and such
essays were awarded zero.
This is an example of quite a good response to the question as the candidate does not simply list
places to visit in Bavaria. He writes about the Oktoberfest and includes some statistics to show
why it is important for the economy of the area.

Examiner Comments
The candidate correctly points out the importance of the Oktoberfest in Munich
and at the same time adds some useful statistics. Maybe a footnote or comment in
the essay as to where these statistics came from would have been a good idea.

Examiner Tip
Make sure you back up your information with reasons and analysis.
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If a candidate does not appear to have studied the specification properly and has written for
example, about London. A mark of zero would be awarded.

Examiner Comments
Any German speaking city or region can be chosen for this option, including areas
outside the three major German speaking countries - such as Suedtirol, Alsace or
minorities in Romania or Belgium. However, London does not qualify.

Examiner Tip
Make sure you write an essay about a German speaking region.
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This essay shows little if any real research and at the same time shows no real analysis. The
Loveparade no longer exists in any case in Berlin but the candidate still fails to address the
second part of the question as to why tourism is important for the region.

Examiner Comments
This candidate doesn’t show any real research has been undertaken. The
Loveparade hasn’t existed in Berlin for a number of years and the reason given for
it having taken place is questionable.

Examiner Tip
Make sure the information you supply is up to date and relevant.
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Question 3(b)
The historical study was less popular than the geographical one but in general the quality of the
work was higher. A small number of candidates did not understand the word Ereignis, although
this has been used in A Level examinations in the past and is actually used many times in the
accompanying Edexcel text book. They focused on an aspect of history, sometimes gave full
accounts of what happened in the studied period of history, but did not focus on one event
and the analysis of its importance or impact on that aspect of history. They often seem to
have prepared an essay of any sort and just wrote it in the hope that it might fit the question.
Favourite topics were German reunification and the Holocaust or other aspects of the Nazi era
in Germany. A number of very good essays were offered on Kristallnacht and Stalingrad. One
outstanding essay chose Luther’s translation of the bible as the key event.
There were some very successful responses to the task as well although, again, many had limited
success due to lack of the necessary range of language.
It is very pleasing to see a candidate choose a topic which does not involve Nazism or the Berlin
wall. This candidate has clearly researched the reformation and is able to tell us lots about
Luther and the translation of the Bible but this could have been better analysed. The second part
of the question as to the importance of the chosen event in History needs greater development.
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Examiner Comments
This candidate should be commended for choosing a slightly different period of
History outside the 20th century. He gives us lots of information including the fact
that people started to doubt the Catholic church but does not really analyse all
this sufficiently.

Examiner Tip
Try not to give too much information without analysing. Remember the
second part of the question.
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This essay gives the impression that it has not been well planned. There is no clear focus and
very little if anything in the way of analysis. Better would be expected after a significant period
of study.

Examiner Comments
Although this candidate has acquired some information from a friend - which is
fine - this is not developed as part of a focused essay. It is not clear what the
chosen event is - possibly the end of the war?

Examiner Tip
Don’t waffle. Make sure you focus on the question.
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This is an excellent essay and a good example of what may be expected. The candidate produces
a fairly snappy introduction which addresses the question from the start. Lots of relavant
information and facts are given to show that much research has been undertaken and at the
same time this information is fully analysed and the consequences of events discussed. The
Reichstagsbrand is a very good example of an event which lends itself well to this question.
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Examiner Comments
A very good essay which includes much relevant information and has a quality
introduction and conclusion. Everything is relevant and the reader has a clear
understanding of the importance of the Reichstagsbrand after reading it.

Examiner Tip
Make sure you do not waste words with setting the scene. Look how this
candidate has avoided that and made full use of the word count.
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Question 3(c)
Modern German society was the least popular choice of the four areas offered for the Research
Based Essay with only a few essays on this topic. This question was quite popular with native
speakers. In German, as stated in the Research Based Essay Guide, we understand modern
German society to be post 1990. Topics chosen included the social changes after reunification,
changes brought about after the election of Angela Merkel and national pride encouraged by the
World Cup in 2006. Most of these worked well although some essays dealt with social issues which
did not have a German focus and sometimes became almost wholly irrelevant. Examples of these
included abortion, alcohol abuse and violence. In fact the ban on smoking might have been a
possible essay topic if it were focused on Germany but often such essays were more like those
expected in Section B and showed little or no research.
The candidate has chosen the rise in environmental awareness although this is something which
probably applies across Europe and not specifically Germany. More factual information about
what is going on in Germany would be expected and this essay therefore lacks evidence of
research.

Examiner Comments
The environment is possibly an acceptable topic but candidates must be very
careful to ensure the focus is on Germany. In this case there is a slight slant
towards Germany but this remains too general.

Examiner Tip
Remember the importance of research and the focus on German society.
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Question 3(d)
The Literature and the Arts question was by far the most popular of the four offered. One issue
was the failure to understand the word Ereignis. Markers were very sympathetic to this problem
and attempted to find something which could be seen as an event. Scenes in a play or a book as
well as turning points in a film were the sorts of events being sought. The most popular books
were Der Vorleser, Sansibar oder der letzte Grund and Ich fuehle mich so fifty-fifty. Plays chosen
included Der Besuch der alten Dame, Andorra and Der gute Mensch von Sezuan. The most popular
films were Good-Bye Lenin, Die Welle and Das Leben der Anderen. There were very few unusual
choices offered. Many excellent essays were presented which included lots of analysis and
showed a very good understanding of the work and clear research with quotations. The weaker
essays tended to relate the plot and did not focus sufficiently on the question.
This candidate has chosen to write about the film Good Bye Lenin and has chosen a specific scene
when Christiane sees the statue of Lenin being moved cross the sky outside her bedroom window.
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Examiner Comments
The candidate has focused correctly on the specific scene described in the
introduction and has not strayed away from it. He makes it clear why this scene is
important for the development of the film.

Examiner Tip
Focus carefully on the question and make sure you remain discussing
that scene. Remember you only have a limited number of words.
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The candidate has chosen to write about Der Besuch der alten Dame. It appears at first as if he
may well not have understood Ereignis although it becomes clear well into the essay that this
is actually not the case. Therefore, this is an example of an essay in which the organisation is
flawed and focus missing.

Examiner Comments
The first paragraph of this essay contains nothing to do with the question. Ths
candidate has used valuable words by telling us his chosen play and the basic plot.
This is not what is required and would be considered a weak response.

Examiner Tip
Do not tell the story. There is no need to do this. Focus solely on the
question.
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The examination 6GN04 was attempted for the first time this year and generally seems to have
been very successful.
The standards achieved by most candidates were very pleasing and very few candidates appeared
to have been out of their depth.
It is hoped that the comments and tips given in this report will be of use to candidates preparing
for the exam in 2011.
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