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Introduction 

This guide has been put together using student responses to our sample 
assessment materials in AS Geography Paper 1: Dynamic Landscapes 
(8GEO/01). The answers and examiner commentaries in this guide can be used 

to show the standards in the AS Geography assessment.  
 

We use a mixture of question types throughout our exam papers, including: 
 

 Multiple choice questions (MCQ)  

 Short open response  
 Calculation  

 Open response 
 Extended open response  

 

Each question will always begin with accessible question items requiring lower 
order thinking skills that students can answer with confidence. Questions then 

ramp in demand, finishing with extended open response questions.  
 
Our command words are defined in on page 57 of the AS Geography specification 

and will remain the same for the lifetime of the specification. Questions will only 
ever use a single command word and command words are used consistently 

across our question types and mark tariffs. Please see page 19 of our GCSE (9-
1), AS and A level Geography assessments guide, which shows how our 
command words are linked to mark tariffs.  

 

Our mark schemes show the marks available for each assessment objective (AO) 

tested by a question. There’s a consistent approach across questions that test 
the same AOs so you and your students can focus on the geographical skills and 

understanding rather than the mechanics of individual questions. Indicative mark 
schemes are written for students so that they understand what’s required for 

each assessment objective.  

 

Levels-based mark schemes are used for extended-writing questions. Each level 

of descriptors articulates the AO skill characteristics that must be demonstrated 
in the response to achieve marks. The level descriptors will not change during 
the lifetime of the qualification. For each type of extended-writing question, there 

is a distinct set of levels-based mark schemes:  

 6-mark Explain 

 9-mark Fieldwork Assess 

 12-mark Assess 

 16-mark Synoptic Evaluate  
  

https://qualifications.pearson.com/content/dam/pdf/GCSE/Geography-B/2016/teaching-and-learning-materials/GCSE-9-1-and-A-level-assessments-guide.pdf
https://qualifications.pearson.com/content/dam/pdf/GCSE/Geography-B/2016/teaching-and-learning-materials/GCSE-9-1-and-A-level-assessments-guide.pdf
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Question 1: Tectonic Processes and Hazards 

 

Example 1 – Question 1 (b) (i) & (ii) 
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Student answers to 1 (b) (i) 
 

  
 

 
 

 

 
 

 
 

 
 

 
 

 
 

 
 

 
 
 

  

 

 
 

 
 

 
 

 
 

 
 

 
 

 
 

 
 

 

 
 

 
 

 
 

 
 

Examiner´s comments 
This response is awarded 1 mark (1 mark for the data entry and 0 for the 

line of best fit). 

Examiner´s comments 
This response is awarded 2 marks. 

Examiner´s comments 
This response is awarded 2 marks. 
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Student answers to 1 (b) (ii) 

 
 

 
 

 
 

 
 

 

 
 

 
 

 
 

 
 

 
 

 

 

Examiner´s comments 
This response is awarded 3 marks. 
A 3 mark ‘suggest’ question can be awarded 1 AO2 mark (for a sensible 

reaction to the resource) and then 2 further AO1 marks for justifying the 
idea. 
In this response the AO2 mark is awarded for noticing that the figure 1 

shows that MEDCs are the most resilient. This is further developed by 
explaining that this means they can spend money on strategies, with an 

example of aseismic design (cross bracing), which constitute the two AO1 

marks. 
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Examiner´s comments 
This response is awarded 2 marks. 
Our definition of ‘suggest’ requires students to react to an unfamiliar 

scenario (in this case a dataset), and provide a reasoned explanation of 
why something might occur. It does not necessarily require data to be 
quoted. The dataset suggests that some of the most powerful earthquakes 

can occur in countries with high GDP, and one implication of a high GDP is 
the level of scientific knowledge and infrastructure. So the comment about 

level of vulnerability, together with building regulations and scientific 
knowledge represents a sensible suggestion, and this is awarded the one 
AO2 mark. 
The answer is then justified by adding an example of the kind of 
infrastructure (early warning systems), and this piece of recalled 

understanding is awarded one of the AO1 marks, whilst the final sentence 
does not add further explanation. Further recalled knowledge would be 
needed for the other AO1 mark. In addition, some time could be gained by 

the candidate by leaving out the first few lines. 
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Example 2 – Question 1 (c) 
 
 

 
 

 
Mark scheme  

 

 
 

 
 

 
 

 
 

 
 

 
 

 
 

 

Student answers to 1 (c) 
 

 
 

 
 

 
 

 

Examiner´s comments 
This response is awarded 2 marks. 
The AO2 mark was awarded for the reaction to the resource that identified 

the level of preparation as a reason for the data in figure 1. The additional 
data quoted about Afghanistan cannot be awarded under the mark-scheme. 
However the explanation about better infrastructure is a correct justification 

for their idea about level of preparation. This explanation needed to be 
extended further to get the second AO1 mark. Alternatively, the candidate 

could have extended the idea about better preparation. Only 1 development 
of the idea is allowed. 
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Examiner´s comments 
This response is awarded 2 marks. 

This question is marked entirely based on knowledge recall (AO1), and 
requires two separate reasons to be firstly identified and then explained. 
However they do not necessarily have to be provided in the two separate 

spaces (1 and 2).  In the space for the first reason, it is unclear what has 
changed, so no marks were awarded. In the space for the second reason, 

two ideas have been identified (communication, and improvements in 
technology), so the response is worth at least two marks. However neither 
idea has been extended to explain what they mean, so the mark is limited 

to 2. In addition, the idea about change in technology could also be more 
specific. 

Examiner´s comments 
This response is awarded 4 marks. 

This response was much clearer. Technology and more access have been 
correctly identified. The explanation about the role of technology is much 
clearer.  Centres should note that it is not possible to get 3 marks from 1 

idea when the question begins ‘Explain two reasons’. 
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Example 3 – Question 1 (d) 
 

 

 

 

 

Mark scheme  
 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Examiner´s comments 
This response is awarded 3 marks. 

In the first reason, the comment about technology is extended to explain 
that earthquake occurrence can be documented and shared. The second 
reason is distinctly different (higher population), but the extension is weaker 

because it does not clarify why more people are affected. For example, they 
could be choosing (or forced) to live in risky locations, or live in cheap / 

non-reinforced housing which means they are more likely to be affected by 
an earthquake and therefore report less strong earthquakes. Note that 
‘more reporting’ is a repeated idea from the first part of the answer. 
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Student answers to 1 (d) 
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Examiner´s comments 
This response is awarded 4 marks. 
6-mark explain answers are based on recall of knowledge and understanding 
(AO1), but are marked using levels to distinguish between responses based on 

the range of concepts that make up that explanation, how well they are linked 
and the amount of specific detail and keywords used.   
The response here has a number of conceptual errors but gets better as it goes 
on by talking about multiple causes of tsunami events (plate boundary 
movement and landslides). This means that is more than just a narrow range 

of ideas, but because ideas need further development (e.g. how wave shape 
changes because of sea bed shelving) and inaccuracies checked, the response 

definitely fits the criteria for Level 2. 

Examiner´s comments 
This response is awarded 4 marks. 
It correctly identifies the role of displaced seawater in the formation of 

tsunamis, however it tends to repeat this idea. By talking about a displacement 
series of waves and reference to landslide, the response has enough range of 
ideas to justify being Level 2. The response could be improved by extending 

the ideas about waves to show how they change as they start to reach land. 
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Example 4 – Question 1 (e) 
 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Examiner´s comments 
This response is awarded 6 marks. 

This response is much stronger. Although some of the ideas in the first few 
lines are irrelevant (e.g. asthenosphere melting and Benioff zones), the 

subsequent outlining of key ideas as a chain of events (e.g. displacement, 
waves radiate outwards, amplitude, shelving, wavelength detail, speed, crest 
breaking) are both accurate, relevant to the question and show a range of 

ideas. The crucial detail that sets the response apart is in the last 4-5 lines. 
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Mark scheme  
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Student answers to 1 (e) 
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Examiner´s comments 
This response is awarded 7 marks. 
12 mark assess questions are marked based on levels-criteria, formed from a 

mix of subject recall (AO1, 3 marks) and ability to think and manipulate the 
question (AO2, 9 marks).  The response here tends to be more descriptive 
(AO1) and needs to do some analysis to score higher marks (AO2) 
However there are some attempts to answer the ‘assess’ part of the question 
by making some judgements about how wealth affects the effectiveness of 

management strategies. This fits against the ‘partial but coherent’ 
interpretation in the mark scheme. In order to assess throughout the answer, 
it would be helpful for the candidate to have identified other factors that affect 

effectiveness and consider if they were more or less helpful than hazard 
profiles.  
There are also some inaccuracies in the response (for example, the candidate 
has a slightly incorrect understanding of hazard profiles and needs to focus 
more on the physical geography characteristics of earthquakes).  
The answer finishes quite abruptly and centres are reminded about the need 
to make it obvious to examiners if material exists elsewhere in the paper 

booklets. 
Overall this is a strong Level 2 answer. 
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Examiner´s comments 
This response is awarded 8 marks. 
This is a good example of a response that correctly identifies the components 

of hazard profiles towards the beginning. It uses these components to start 
judging how usefully they helped earthquake management (e.g. areal extent). 
However it needed much stronger understanding of different management 

strategies to help it get more than Level 2.  
The response did identify some potential examples (Christchurch and Tokyo), 

but more detail about these places is required to demonstrate accurate 
geographical knowledge (AO1). Centres are advised to help candidates 
remember to includes a couple of key facts about geographical context when 

teaching so that responses are rooted in real world situations, rather than 

remaining just theoretical. 
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Examiner´s comments 
This response is awarded 10 marks. 
This response was significantly better. It had a clear understanding of the 
question, and utilised knowledge about different components of hazard profiles 

and different hazard management strategies to make judgements about the 
effectiveness of hazard profiles. This helped the response be awarded Level 3. 

To get higher marks, paragraphs could be clearer, e.g. about standardised 
scale of measurement, or more specific e.g. expanding the idea about 
governance in Catania. By providing a contrasting point, they could have shown 

more effectively that lack of governance is often more important than the 
hazard profile characteristics.  
The answer had well chosen examples (California, Bam, Catania), however it 
assumes that we know what happened in these events and therefore needed a 
touch more detail about them to going beyond Level 2 for AO1. 
Centres could help students to answer this kind of question by asking them to 
firstly to recall consider 3 aspects of hazard profiles and 3 aspects of hazard 

management. Students could then be challenged to work systematically 
through each hazard profile component and consider whether it helps each 

aspect of hazard management in turn.  A 3 by 3 grid would help students to be 
systematic in their thinking. The number of ‘yes’ and ‘no’ answers would, in 
turn, help them decide how effective hazard profiles, particularly if there are 

different examples they can use to justify their decisions. Other approaches to 
the answer could be equally effective. 

 
Overall, in this answer AO1 is 2 marks because the level of detail is limited. 

AO2 is 8 marks because of the reasons outlined above. 
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Question 5: Coastal Landscapes and Change 

Example 5 – Question 5 (b) (iii) 
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Mark scheme  
 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Student answers to 5 (b) (iii) 
 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Examiner´s comments 
This response is awarded 1 mark. 
This response does not offer any suggestion about sediment characteristics 
(shape and size). However it does offer a sensible suggestion about why they 

might be different (marine erosion and longshore drift as opposed to river 

deposition). 
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Examiner´s comments 
This response is awarded 2 marks. 
1 mark is awarded for identifying the type of sediment that is found at a spit 

(sand) and a salt marsh (silt) (AO2). The candidate explains that the sediment 
characteristics will reflect river deposition and longshore drift, however they do 
not make a link to the sediment shape or size, and so 2 marks are awarded 

overall, 1 for AO1 and 1 for AO2. 

Examiner´s comments 
This response is awarded 3 marks. 
This response reflects the mark scheme a little more obviously. 1 mark is 
awarded for identifying that sediment at location B is likely to be smaller (AO2), 

and then identifying that estuarine deposits are the reason, and how bouncing 

(saltation) will make the sediment smaller (AO1). 
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Example 6 – Question 5 (c) 
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Student answers to 5 (c) 
 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Examiner´s comments 
This response is awarded 2 marks. 

4 mark explain questions are factual recall questions (AO1). In this case two 
processes are required, each followed by explanation. 
The first half of the response scores 1 mark for identifying the deposition of 
material, however it does not explain why this happens, i.e. why destructive 
waves have broken. 
The second half scores 1 mark for identifying the role of longshore drift slowing 

down. 
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Examiner´s comments 
This response is awarded 1 mark. 
The first half of the response is not sufficiently clear to score 2 marks. Rather, 

the answer explains spit formation. 
The second half correctly identifies that material is deposited in the sea. 

Examiner´s comments 
This response is awarded 0 marks. 
This response is insufficiently clear to score any marks. An explanation is 

needed as to why waves break at sea or why material is deposited. 
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Example 7 – Question 5 (d) 
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Student answers to 5 (d) 
 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Examiner´s comments 
This response is awarded 2 marks. 

On 6 mark explain questions, candidates need to identify a series of reasons 
and spell out why they are important.  
This response identifies the role of hard and soft rock and implies a discordant 
coastline where headlands are formed from the harder rock which over time 
becomes stacks. The knowledge is relevant to the question, but is not that 

detailed and the ideas are not developed. In particular it does not clearly go 
onto explain the formation of coastal landforms. As a result the response scores 

Level 1, but the higher end, i.e. 2 marks overall. 
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Examiner´s comments 
This response is awarded 3 marks. 

This response explicitly identifies discordant geological structure and how this 
results in alternating hard and soft work. It contrasts this with concordant but, 

although it starts to link these differences to landforms, it doesn’t really explain 
these correctly, i.e. there are some inaccuracies. Because it starts to develop 

ideas, this response is slightly better than the previous one. 
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Examiner´s comments 
This response is awarded 4 marks. 
This response starts to identify a couple of other factors (e.g. bedding planes) 

and the likelihood that wave-cut notches might occur as a result, as well as 
headlands and bays (and associated different rates of erosion). There is a range 

of ideas in this response, all of which are relevant, although the explanations 
could be developed more, for example commenting that the bedding planes 
increase susceptibility to hydraulic action / rock breakdown resulting in more 

rapid coastal retreat. The response scores 4 marks, the top of Level 2. 
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Example 8 – Question 5 (e) 
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Student answers to 5 (e) 
 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Examiner´s comments 
This response is awarded 1 mark. 

To score well on 12-mark assess questions, candidates must address the 
importance of the factor identified (in this case lithology), but also consider what 

other factors are responsible for coastal recession and assess whether they are 
more or less important than lithology. The answer is level marked, and prioritises 
AO2 (9 marks) by expecting logical links to be made between coastal recession 

and different factors, as well as assessment about the significance of those 
factors. AO1 marks might be awarded for accurate geographical knowledge, for 

example about place locations, or theory about coastal geomorphology. 
This response is Level 1. There are isolated bits of geographical knowledge, which 
although accurate, are not linked to coastal recession. For example, they do not 

comment on relative resistance to coastal processes. 
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Examiner´s comments 
This response is awarded 6 marks. 

There is correct identification of the three main types of rock, and how they would 
respond differently to agents of erosion. The response then goes on to consider 
other factors, i.e. wave characteristics, direction and also human activity.  
The content of the response is relevant, and makes some logical connections 
between the factors and coastal recession. Therefore it is likely to score within 

Level 2. However the writing is requires more detail (particularly evidence of 
locations) and also lacks a clear judgement about the significance of the different 
factors mentioned. Contrasting examples of places where different types of rock 

affect rate of recession would be useful for instance.  
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Examiner´s comments 
This response is awarded 8 marks. 
Although the introduction provides a focused start, it doesn’t add very much to 

the answer. Rather candidates are encouraged to get straight to explaining key 
factors.  The second paragraph makes clear links between lithology and the 

consequence for landforms and, although explanation of how change happens 
could be clearer, an example is used that demonstrates understanding. The 
response then goes on to suggest how important lithology is compared to other 

factors but, again, could usefully explain why these alternative factors lead to 
recession. 

For example, the rate of erosion is significantly higher on eastern coasts of the 
UK because coastlines made of boulder clay coastline are, on the one hand, softer 
and less resistant, wave fetch and height are significantly lower and this suggests 

that lithology is the critical factor. Even here there are local variations caused by 
different approaches to coastal management with 'hold the line' in some areas 

reducing erosion rates to zero whilst along other coastal stretches rates are more 
than 60cm a year'. 

 
 
The response again scores Level 2, because it applies knowledge and 

understanding and starts to make judgements, as well as making links between 
factors and coastal recession. More clarity is needed about processes in order to 

produce a full and coherent interpretation. 
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Question 6: Coastal Landscapes and Change 

Fieldwork 

Example 9 – Question 6 (a) (iv) 
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Mark scheme  
 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Student answers to 6 (a) (iv) 
 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Examiner´s comments 
This response is awarded 2 marks. 

Examiner´s comments 
This response is awarded 2 marks. 

Examiner´s comments 
This response is awarded 2 marks. 
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Example 10 – Question 6 (b) 
 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Mark scheme  
 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Student answers to 6 (b) 
 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Examiner´s comments 
This response is awarded 4 marks. 
The first half of this answer is correct and scores 2 marks. 
The second half is also correct, scoring a further 2 marks. 
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Example 11 – Question 6 (c) 
 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Mark scheme  
 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Examiner´s comments 
This response is awarded 4 marks. 
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Student answers to 6 (c) 
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Examiner´s comments 
This response is awarded 3 marks. 

‘Assess’ questions about fieldwork are marked in levels, and 9 marks are 
awarded for Level 3, i.e. recall of the geographical skills students have used 
during their course. 
In this response, some of the material was not fully focussed on the question, 
which required students to comment on how the results of their fieldwork 

affected their conclusions. This is different to just describing the fieldwork that 
was completed. A brief description might be helpful to set the scene. Marks 

were awarded for comments in the third paragraph about measuring the 
gradient of sand dunes. Together with a need for a slightly more formal 

approach to writing, this is a Level 1 response, scoring 3 marks overall. 
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Examiner´s comments 
This response is awarded 3 marks. 
This is also a Level 1 response. There are some brief descriptions of some 

legitimate use of fieldwork, but most paragraphs needed just a little more 

expansion discussing whether the results were reliable or accurate. 
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Examiner´s comments 
This response is awarded 6 marks. 
This response was slightly stronger – a Level 2 answer. In two places, the 

candidate focuses on accuracy of the results (e.g. about the clinometer 
readings, and time of measurements), with only a brief reference to reliability 
right at the end. They have slightly confused accuracy and reliability and also 

are not clear about the results. A good way to answer this kind of question is 
to start by being clear about accuracy and reliability, and how the conclusions 

depend on them. In addition, good description of the geographical context is 

needed for evaluation of techniques to make sense. 
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Question 7: Tectonics and Coasts Synoptic 

Question 

Example 12 – Question 7 
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Mark scheme  
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Student answers to 7 
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Examiner´s comments 
This response is awarded 10 marks. 

The synoptic questions in AS Paper require candidates to have knowledge of 
the links between tectonics and coastal processes. However factual recall of 
ideas (AO1) only counts for 4 marks, and indeed most of the marks are given 

for the thinking skills employed making sense of the data (12 marks for AO2). 
The mark-scheme is level-based, with 4 levels. 
This is a good answer and fell into Level 3. It refers to the evidence, although 
not explicitly, and because there is no direct reference to the resources or 
indeed very little reference to coastal environments. 
There is a framework presented immediately that focuses on the question, 
and this helps it cover a range of accurate ideas across the paragraphs. The 

answer deals with both sides of the question and is somewhat balanced, which 
ultimately helps the writer weight up their response. However the conclusion 
seems to be contrary to the data that is presented. More is needed here to 

conclude the idea because the evidence needs to be used to prove whether 
one factor is more important than another, e.g. does the epicentre position 

really make much difference, according to the data that has been presented. 
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Examiner´s comments 
This response is awarded 13 marks. 

This is a strong response to the question, just scoring into the Level 4 band 
because of its use of the resources. The understanding of concepts is 

accurate, although the candidate could write in more detail about 
geographical ideas. The response includes a broad range of ideas in response 
to the evidence and, crucially, bases this on the evidence. However the use 

of evidence is limited to data from Miyagi. Equally, the candidate brings in 
knowledge and understanding about coasts from beyond the resources, and 

uses this to infer what is happening and make judgements. 
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Examiner´s comments 
This response is awarded 11 marks. 

This is a reasonably strong response that makes good use of evidence in the 
resource booklet. At times it drifts in just theory that can’t be backed up the 

material in booklet, and there is some confusion about the location of Japan 
and the Indian Ocean. This is a reminder that decision making should be about 
the geographical context being presented. There is also evidence of high-

order thinking but, again, the judgments must be made using (and therefore, 
supported by) the evidence in the booklet, rather than from mainly outside 

knowledge. 
The structure is good – there are 3 factors mentioned, although overall, the 
candidate is slightly unclear about the reasons for the different levels of 

importance explaining why tsunami impact varied so much – and indeed 

stronger links back to the question were needed throughout the response. 


