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Introduction 

This exemplar booklet includes examiner marked answers and examiner commentaries 

for A level Geography Paper 2 Question 5, which is assessing Topic 8a Health, human 

rights and intervention. The answers and examiner commentaries in this guide can be 

used to show the standards in the A level Geography assessment. This booklet includes 

marked answers for Question 5 parts a, b and c in the Sample Assessment Materials 

(SAMs) for Paper 2 and Question 5 part d in Specimen Paper 2 (SAMs 2).  

The exam structure 

 

Paper 2 assesses the human geography topics in the A level Geography specification and 

is split into 3 sections: 

 

Section A: Students must answer both questions 

Question 1: Globalisation 

Question 2: Superpowers 

 

Section B: Students must answer either Question 3 or Question 4 

Question 3: Regenerating places  

Question 4: Diverse places 

 

Section C: Students must answer either Question 5 or Question 6 

Question 5: Health, human rights & intervention 

Question 6: Migration, identity & sovereignty 

 

The exam duration is 2 hours and 15 minutes. The paper is marked out of 105 marks 

and is worth 30% of the qualification.  

 

The exam paper will include open response, calculation and resource-linked questions 

and calculators will be required. The marks per question item increase throughout each 

question so that each question will culminate with an extended open response question. 

Questions 1 and 2 will culminate in a 12 mark extended open response question. 

Questions 3, 4, 5, and 6 will culminate in a 20 mark extended open response question, 

which may include the use of resources.  

 

Our command words are defined in our specification, please see page 95, and will remain 

the same for the lifetime of the specification. Questions will only ever use a single 

command word and command words are used consistently across question types and 

mark tariffs. Our AS and A level Geography Getting Started Guide contains more 

information about the command words and mark tariffs used for different types of 

questions.  

 
 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

http://qualifications.pearson.com/content/dam/pdf/A%20Level/Geography/2016/teaching-and-learning-materials/AS_and_A_level_Getting_Started_Geography.pdf
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Question 5 (a) (i) “Plot” 3 marks and                 

(ii) “Draw” 1 mark 

Question 

 

 
 

 

 
 

 

Exemplar A 
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Examiner commentary 

 

Exemplar B 

 

 

 
 

Examiner commentary 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

This response scored 3 marks.  

Egypt and Czech Republic are plotted correctly, and the line is plotted within the 
permitted limits on the MS. 

This response scored 3 marks.  

Data correctly plotted for all three countries, but no line drawn. This then limits the 

answer to part (b) on page 8. 
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Exemplar C 

 

 

 

Examiner commentary 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

This response scored 4 marks. All three countries were correctly plotted and the line 
of best fit was correctly drawn. 
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Question 5 (b) “Suggest…” 6 marks 

Question 

 

Levels based mark scheme 

 

Indicative content 
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Mark scheme 

 

 

 

 

Exemplar A 

 

 

 

Examiner commentary 

 

 

The human development index looks at literacy rates, birth rates ad death rates in 

relationship to a particular country. The Gini Coefficient allows us to see if there is any 

correlation and if the data is mathematically correct. It can show if the country is in 
need of change and whether this is for economic or social reasons. 

0 marks scored. 

 

There are errors on both definitions here. HDI combines data on life expectancy, 

literacy rates and GDP per capita. Gini coefficient measures distribution of income, 

indicating inequality levels in a country. 

There is no clear indication of the nature of the relationship between the two data 

sets, and no reasons given. 

A good place to start would have been to look at the countries at the extremes on the 

graph and to consider the pattern shown and then to try to consider why this might 

occur. 

It is good practice to keep adding new terms and definitions to a list to build up a 

confidence with all these new concepts. A game on “key terms” bingo or a crossword 

can help make this more interesting. 
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Exemplar B 

 

 

Examiner commentary 

 

 

 

Exemplar C 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

The human development index takes into account life expectancy, gross 

domestic product and literacy rate in order to rank a country. Gini coefficient 
scores represent the rank of a country’s inequality. 

Level 1, 1 mark scored. 

 

The definitions given here are close enough to score a mark for demonstrating 

“isolated elements of geographical knowledge and understanding” but this is not 

applied to answer the question. There is no description of the relationship or reason 

given for it. If the best-fit line had been added to the graph (please see Question 5 (a) 
(ii) Exemplar B), perhaps the candidate would have been prompted to do this. 

The negative relationship and correlation between HDI and Gini Coefficient scores is 

linked to the level of economic development in the countries. More developed 

countries (e.g. Norway and Czech Republic) have higher levels of HDI because both 

governments and individuals can afford to invest in their health and education 

systems, which helps to reduce levels of inequality (shown in low Gini scores). In poor 

countries like Malawi, most people are subsistence farmers and levels of literacy and 

quality of drinking water are low, so children have little chance to escape the poverty 

of their parents (high Gini, low HDI). Nevertheless, some educated people from the 

middle and upper classes such as doctors and politicians are wealthy therefore 

inequalities are high.  

However there are some anomalies, like in the USA which has high HDI but still has 

relatively high Gini score (0.4). This is probably because of the effects of 

deindustrialisation in the Rust Belt leading to unemployment and low incomes. Others 

earn high salaries in quaternary (information providing, high skilled ICT jobs) and 

quinary sector (those who are the decision makers and leader at the top of a business 
or research centre).  
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Examiner commentary 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Level 3, 5 marks scored. 

The answer demonstrates accurate and relevant geographical knowledge and 

understanding throughout with consideration of the general pattern and one anomaly. 

There is a range of ideas but these are not detailed or fully developed. One way to 

achieve this would be an explained example, for instance: “Profits from successful 

TNCs like Apple tend to go into the hands of relatively few shareholders in the USA, so 

the Gini inequality index would be widened. The rich tend to get richer, whilst the poor 
struggle on minimum wages or unemployment benefits.” 
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Question 5 (c) “Explain…” 8 marks 

Question 

 

 

Levels based mark scheme 

 

Indicative content 
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Mark scheme 

 

 

 

Exemplar A 

 

 

Examiner commentary 

 

Life expectancy will vary for multiple factors. The economy of a country will play a 

massive role in the life expectancy of a country as medication is extremely expensive 

so only high income countries will be able to afford it. In addition to this, LICs still rely 

on subsistence farming so they will die at a younger age nationally as they could die 

from a famine. Also typically (excluding the USA) murder rates are much higher in 

poorer nations which will drop the national average. 

However life expectancy can vary in a nation as well. This may be due to some areas 

of a nation being prioritised compared to others creating a vast inequality within the 

nation. A prime example of this is Nigeria, as they prioritise their capital which has 

similar life expectancies to the western world however the poorer rural areas are left 
isolated and their life expectancies are much poorer. 

Level 2 answer, 3 marks scored. 

 

This answer “demonstrates geographical knowledge and understanding” (Level 1 AO1) 

in recognising the basic link between income and provision of medication, and the 

problems of poorer rural areas in LICs (developing countries) lagging behind provision 

in the capital city. It attempts to consider variations both “in and between” though 

these contrasts are not well developed.  

Life expectancy of course is influenced significantly by factors including diet, access to 

clean water and prevalence of illnesses like diarrhoea and vomiting (as well as poor 

rates of maternal and infant mortality) so a stronger answer would be expected to 

move beyond “medication” as a reason. Likewise, even a high murder rate will have a 
very small effect on the average life expectancy of a city, let alone a country. 
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Exemplar B 

 

 

Examiner commentary 

 

 

 

 

 

“Famine” is also a generalised term which needs further explanation to be useful. Of 

course, subsistence farmers are vulnerable to variations in weather and longer term 

climate change which can reduce crop yields and also weaken resistance to illness. A 

better answer would explain this more fully. 

 

These often valid ideas could have been developed much further. For example in 

comparing access to vaccination programmes for children, or availability of antibiotics 

or treatment for cancer. All of these are taken for granted in HICs (developed 

countries) but availability is far more limited in LICs. Reasons go beyond affordability; 

for instance access to clinics in remote areas could have been discussed.  

The answer briefly addresses a “range of geographical ideas”, however these are not 
detailed or developed enough to go further in Level 2. 

Life expectancy involves how long the average person lives for in a specific location. 

Worldwide, life expectancy varies drastically. With high life expectancies in developed 

nations such as those in the western world -the UK- and low life expectancies in the 

developing world such as in Africa and those suffering civil war such as Afghanistan. 

This is due to factors such as healthcare available, as well as the country’s economic 

capacity to cope with financial issues, education services and the well-being of the 

population.  

However in developed countries such as the USA, life expectancy varies dramatically. 

Due to a lack of free services such as healthcare, those who benefit the most are the 

middle class with financially rewarding jobs. This may be apparent in highly populated 

areas such as Washington and California. On the other hand, Detroit may be of lower 

life expectancy. Due to a higher mix of ethnic minority segregation, life expectancy 

may be low due to such factors as low job opportunity, meaning the unaffordability of 
health care expenses. 

Level 2 answer, 4 marks scored. 

 

Again there is evidence of “geographical knowledge and understanding” (AO1) 

demonstrated here, with contrasts drawn between countries (UK and Afghanistan), 

and within the USA. Further detail would be useful here, such as approximate 

number of years for life expectancies which would put some context into the 

discussion. 

 

Reasoning is again mainly restricted to comments about income, with low income 

leading to limited access to health care, so lacks the “broad range of geographical 

ideas” (Level 3 AO1) needed for a higher mark. The “in and between countries” part of 

the question requires the candidate to explore the differences between contrasting 

countries, as well as the variation within contrasting groups of people within them. 
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Exemplar C 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Discussion of provision from government for the poorest in the USA, or from NGOs in 

many African countries would be useful. The Afghanistan example could be developed 

to discuss the loss of provision due to war and unwillingness of many NGOS to work 

there. Loss of medically trained staff to the west could also be mentioned. 

 

The Detroit example is valid, giving a wider “range of geographical ideas”. It mentions 

segregation and unemployment, but this needs further detail, for example, 

unemployed people in Detroit, and their families, are likely to lack a balanced diet and 

healthy life-style, so die earlier than people elsewhere in the country. California is 

mentioned as “highly populated” but this is not explained or linked in to answering the 
question. 

Life expectancy involves how long the average person lives in a specific location. 

Worldwide, life expectancy varies drastically, with higher levels in developed nations 

e.g. over 81 in UK, and lower levels in the developing world (e.g. Uganda 59), and 

those suffering civil war such as in Afghanistan (currently 60).  

Lower life expectancies are due to limited healthcare in urban slums and rural areas.  

Uganda lacks the economic capacity to provide clean water and education services due 

to low GDP and debt repayments. However, here, Millennium Development Goals since 

2000 have made health care for mothers and new born children a priority so helped 

increase life expectancy overall. Uganda’s was 44 in 1996 and is now rising.  

However within developed countries such as the USA, life expectancy varies 

dramatically, even though the average is 78 years. People with well-paid jobs can 

afford private insurance which gives treatment for high blood pressure, strokes and 

cancer, seen in wealthy areas like California (81 years).  

On the other hand, in parts of Detroit, it is only 69, due to more people smoking, 

obesity, fewer people exercising and ethnic minority segregation. These factors are 

higher in low income families on lower incomes, especially unemployed. The 

unaffordability of health care means people cannot get help and are more likely to die 

prematurely. 

Life expectancies are becoming more similar as people in developing countries become 

wealthier, and live longer (Uganda), and in some poor parts of wealthy countries, 
people’s lives are becoming shorter as in Detroit. 
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Examiner commentary 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Level 3 answer, 7 marks scored. 

 

This answer meets the Level 3 requirements as it demonstrates accurate and relevant 

geographical knowledge and understanding throughout, recognising the changing 

patterns between contrasting countries (Syria, Uganda and USA, as well as looking at 

the differences within one country (USA). 

 

The answer addresses a broad range of geographical reasons for the differences 

identified (war, poverty, MDG priorities, role of debt, unemployment). Enough of these 

ideas are detailed and fully developed for a high Level 3 score, with accurate use of 

data (years of life expectancy) and realistic explanations for the examples chosen. 

 

Reasons for falling life expectancies in areas affected by war could be extended, as 

could the role of specific illnesses (e.g. HIV/AIDS or malaria in Uganda). 
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Question 5 (d) “Evaluate…” 20 marks  

Question 

This question is from the A level Paper 2 specimen paper (SAMs2) 
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Levels based mark scheme 

 

Indicative content 
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Mark scheme 
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Exemplar A 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Human rights involves the level of equality a person has, free from discrimination on 

any grounds (sex, religion, ethnicity, nationality etc.) Military action is when a country 

intervenes with their military in order to create change in the country. 

 

The direct military action from the US and UK during the invasion of Iraq (2003-2011) 

had many impacts on the nation. There has been up to 429,000 deaths in the country, 

directly linked to the USA and the UK. Torture increased in the area, due to the 

military conflict. Many aspects of society collapsed, such as health and sanitation, 

which can lead to the spread of diseases such as cholera resulting in deaths in the 

region. Both economic and political development was affected due to war. The Iraq 

economy is still struggling to recover, and with their income depending on oil, it 

continues to struggle. Oil prices are dropping and 90% of the government’s income 

depends on it, leaving them unable to fix the problems with human rights in the 

nation. For example, they do not have the funds to help the collapsed health and 

sanitation systems. Violence still continues in Iraq, due to ISIS holding territory. 

 

Lack of action from US peacekeepers during the 1994 Rwanda conflict began the 

Rwandan genocide. 800,000 Rwandans were killed in 3 months due to a lack of 

protection during the civil war. The economy took 10 years to recover from the conflict 

and the economy still relies on subsistence farming (70% of the income). This means 

their economy is not a stable one, farming relies on good conditions to get good crops, 

and without these, famines occur and incomes decrease. In 2013 more than half the 

Rwanda representatives were women, showing steps towards gender equality. 

 

When examining direct military control and no action from governments, there are 

many consequences. Human rights were violated, and development has still not 

improved in Iraq, while Rwanda has had a step towards gender equality. Political 
development in Iraq has been stalled as ISIS still holds part of Iraq’s territory. 
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Examiner commentary 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Level 2, 7 marks scored.  

 

This essay lacks a structure, which is of course expected in an A level essay.  Some of 

the key words are used, but it is not possible to guess the title after reading the 

essay, which is not a good sign. Possible approaches might be to use the stimulus 

material table as a structure, referring to the different levels of military action. An 

alternative would be to consider examples where either human rights or development 

has been used as justification for action. This second option might open up the essay 

to consider which has the “stronger record”, and allow for evaluation about which has 

been most successful in the conclusion. The definitions of human rights and military 

action are brief but clear, and development is referred to as including economic, social 

and political dimensions.  

 

This answer is heavily dependent on the resource provided, although it only uses part 

of it (Iraq is contrasted with Rwanda). There is a partial focus on the question with 

Level 2 “relevant geographical knowledge and understanding” (AO1) about human 

rights and development in the context of military action. “Limited but logical 

connections” (Level 2 AO2) are made to apply this to provide a “partial interpretation 

supported by some evidence” but with “limited coherence” as in places it is hard to 

follow. The development part is explored more thoroughly than human rights, though 

there is some confusion as to which is which (Level 2 AO1, “occasionally relevant and 

may include some inaccuracies”).  

 

There is limited use of evidence beyond partial use of the stimulus material, and whilst 

on 20 mark essays with a resource, this is to be expected, a Level 3 or 4 answer 

would be likely to have fuller support from material from the course of study as well. 

It is rather short (about 350 words) for a 20 mark question. In the exam, candidates 

are expected to spend about 25 minutes on the 20 mark essays. The final paragraph 

does have some summarising thoughts, and there are a few ongoing concluding points 

within the essay (AO2 level 1), but overall the argument lacks coherence.  
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Exemplar B 

 

 

Examiner commentary 

 

Military action improves development more than it does human rights. British military 

intervention took place in Sierra Leone, following UN troops being abducted by rebels 

in 2000. In 2004, the disarming of 70,000 civil war combatants was completed. This 

led to human rights improving as the country is no longer at civil war.  Kenya also 

shows this, as military action was able to slow Islamist insurgents from Somalia. 

Peace-keeping means the region can stabilise and training Kenyan forces means they 

can support their own interests. However development is often prioritised as the 

results of improved development are more tangible. Iraq shows this as parliamentary 

elections were held in 2014, showing a more democratic society. Human rights did not 

improve due to the torture allegations and the collapse of basic infrastructure during 

the war. Also Afghanistan is another example of military intervention improving 

development over human rights, as 490,000 died in the conflict. 

 

Yet alternatives to military action can improve development. Following initial airstrikes 

in the Ivory Coast, by 2016, there was economic growth of 9% annually. This is 

mainly from private sector agriculture. The resources for which came from 

development aid. China is another example. Non-military intervention in the South 

China Sea asserts geopolitical dominance for China, encroaching on the sovereignty of 

nearby countries. 

However, lack of action can have consequences for both human rights and 

development. In Rwanda, 800,000 died in 3 months. Professor Paul Collier says there 

is a 40% chance of civil war reigniting within 10 years of the conflict’s initial end. Lack 

of action leads to human rights abuses, another example is Srebrenica, Bosnia.  

 

To conclude, military intervention is more successful in improving development than 
human rights, as measuring development progress is easier to achieve. 

Level 2, 7 marks scored.  

 

This essay does have an argument, and starts by disagreeing with the essay question.  

However it does not explain what development or human rights mean, and the ways 

these may be understood by different people or places, and indeed may overlap. It 

would also have been better if the essay discussed the question at the end of each 

paragraph, and of course in the conclusion. The opening paragraph uses an example 

which contradicts the assertion about military action improving development made in 

the first sentence, which confuses the argument. It is important to check through an 

answer to make sure it is coherent and that the themes under discussion follow 

clearly. 

 

The answer relies on the stimulus material, and also includes evidence and discussion 

(AO1) based on the wider course of study (e.g. information about Rwanda and 

Srebrenica).  This, and other sections, needed to be linked more logically into 

answering the question. There is a “partial interpretation” of the question but “limited 

coherence” here (AO2). The opening paragraph, for example, discusses how military 

action has ended human rights abuses in Sierra Leone and Kenya (AO2 use of the 

stimulus material). There is then discussion about political development achieved 

through military action in Iraq which makes “limited but logical connections between 

the stimulus material and the question” (AO2).  
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The comments about Afghanistan are less clear, as is the point about China, and the 

comments about Rwanda in the following paragraph. Here, the essay lapses into a 

descriptive narrative covering several examples, rather than making points to 

illustrate the argument.  There is a relevant idea about economic growth occurring in 

the Ivory Coast after military action, and being easier to measure than human rights, 

which has relevance but this is not explained in terms of how this measurement might 

be done, or why this might be significant.  

 

The breadth of the resource ideas and the candidate’s own knowledge have been 

discussed at the expense of depth. It might have been better to be more selective and 

use each new example to make an in depth point relevant to the question. The essay 

is rather disjointed with a lack of “logical connections and relationships” (AO2). It fails 

to engage sufficiently with the question.  The ongoing theme about development being 

more tangible and easier to measure is interesting and could have been explored 

more thoroughly. Again this is rather a short essay for 20 marks. 
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Exemplar C 

 

 

Military action is a type of hard power which can also be a status symbol for a country 

seeking superpowerdom.  It has been justified both in terms of improving both human 

rights and development. In reality it is often trying to improve the position of the 

country undertaking military action. 

 

In Iraq for example, USA and UK argued that military action was needed to defend the 

human rights of Iraqi people. (But perhaps it was also to defend access to oil supplies 

or to protect Israel.)  Although thousands died, torture took place and infrastructure 

collapsed, it has led to some improvement in both political and economic development 

and human rights in terms of free parliamentary elections. However, the lack of a plan 

to improve welfare and develop the country once Saddam was deposed, resulted in 

ongoing chaos and the opportunity for ISIS to take over parts of the country. Military 

action however, can help strengthen peacekeeping of a region, allowing children to go 

to school and businesses to be set up, leading to the potential for progress in 

development. This has occurred to some extent in Afghanistan, where 1m were in 

school in 2002, and now in 2018, 9.2m are in school. 39% of these are girls who were 

almost completely excluded in the past.  

 

In Rwanda there was no military action as the UN did not intervene to stop genocide 

and 800,000 people died, destroying their human rights, and the economy has taken 

a decade to be rebuilt. However there is now considerable political development as the 

country has elected one of the world’s highest percentages of women to government. 

Empowerment of women is a human right that is not respected in many countries. 

Here development and respect for human rights has occurred without military action, 

but after a terrible human cost. 

 

Action can also take place that is backed by the military even if force is not used 

directly. For example China is infringing on the human rights of nearby countries and 

encroaching on the sovereignty of Vietnam and the Philippines by building airstrips in 

their territorial waters.  Here there is no attempt to help with human rights or 

development, except on behalf of China itself which is claiming the right to protect sea 

routes and possibly claim land and mineral rights for the future. 

 

In Kenya, British forces on the other hand, have attempted to strengthen 

peacekeeping and remove landmines, both of which would help facilitate development. 

This could involve improved human rights, for example for the “right to work in 

favourable conditions” for farmers, and also as “inhumane treatment”. 

 

The country taking military action does not usually justify its decision by arguing that 

development is needed, though sometimes human rights are quoted as the 

justification. For example Russia used the social welfare (closely linked to 

development) of Russian-speaking residents of the Crimea to justify annexing the 

peninsula in 2014.  

The record of justifications used for military action is mixed, and there are cases on 

both sides of the argument. Also, the two justifications are linked. It is unlikely that 

development will occur without improved human rights happening alongside, as seen 

in Rwanda and Afghanistan. Human rights may often be worsened in the short term 

by military action (Iraq) but also by its absence (Rwanda). Perhaps the best option is 

indirect military action as seen in Kenya, or restricted action with a well-planned 

strictly monitored plan for re-establishing order and development. But there are few 

examples where this has happened. 



A level Geography Topic 8a Exemplars 

© Pearson Education Ltd 2018.  

 

24 

Examiner commentary 

 

 

Level 3, 13 marks scored. 

 

This is a wide-ranging essay that considers a range of perspectives and exemplars, 

using the resource and showing evidence of “mostly relevant geographical knowledge 

and understanding” (AO1).  It tries to answer the question and is considerably better 

than the other two essays. 

 

The introduction is weak. It assumes we know what “development” and “human 

rights” mean, though it does refer to military action. It would be much clearer to 

define all the key terms and give examples of each, and to discuss their overlap and 

differences. This would then be helpful later in the essay.  

 

Development is a contested idea and candidates need to explain what they understand 

it to mean. For example, progress in economic and social welfare enabling people to 

earn a living and send their children to school and receive medical treatment are seen 

as desirable all over the world.  But political development (and stability) and “human 

rights” in terms of equality of opportunity for women, and the right to participation 

and choice in electing a government are far more disputed. Military action may be 

justified in terms of meeting human rights (e.g. USA and UK’s intervention in Iraq), 

but here it can be argued there were underlying strategic interests.  

 

An A grade essay is expected to deconstruct the essay title and engage with the 

different themes, rather than assume there is agreement about their meaning. This 

essay needs fuller discussion at the end of each paragraph saying what the evidence 

offered means in relation to the question. 

 

The AO2 skills of applying ideas to find “fully logical connections and relevant 

relationships between stimulus material and the question” are shown in places (low 

level 4), for example in the short evaluative sections at the end of each paragraph. 

The candidate tries to make contrasting points about the balance between human 

rights and development in places, but this could have been much stronger. This is 

middle level 3 AO2 which “Applies knowledge and understanding of geographical ideas 

in order to produce a partial but coherent interpretation that is supported by some 

evidence.”  

 

The conclusion is quite short and is borderline level 2 and 3. It covers some 

“knowledge and understanding of geographical information/ideas” and is “supported 

by an argument that may be unbalanced or partially coherent” but does refer back to 

the question. Overall. The essay lacks balance and full support, so a total of 13 marks 
is fair. 


